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lolume 5. fssue l. {ueust. I986

The Reed C^ase House in Delphi. Indiana, This handsone
Federal-style hore vas built in the I840'.s by Reed Case.
a Super;inteadant of Coustruction on the Xabash & Erie
Cans!. This viev by Julia llleek shors the house as i t
rill appear after restoration.

(Repriuted by peruission of the Carroll County ltabash
and Erie Conal Association. See page 8)
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IEE CIhl THE r^rH I -rEwA-rER CA]{AI_
by Paul Baudendlstel

It was not urrtll the cusp of January and Febr.uar.y
t.his winter that the mercury in my window weathen
station r.eally settled down, mar.klng the dlgtirrctlon
between last season and this.

Thr.ough patches of storrn window frost I surveyed the
canal on January zBth and vlewed the ice. From my
living r.oom observator.y on the lJhitewater Canal in
l"tetamora, I can gee l'legt to the l-till Fond of Lock *As
wlrer'e the 45 popEorn-+ed ducks of last summer huddle
ar'ound a srrrell hole in the lce caused by a trickle of
water conring over' the ',tumbles,,.

Looking East to the Boat Landlng end tl.re canalboat
"Ben Frarrklin II" r.esting ln its berth, I am rerrinded
of those accounts of boats locked up ln canal ice
ewaitlng the sprlng thawr and I conslder the captains
and cnews of those boats reduced to huddl ing ln an
o{+lce ar.ourrd a srnall stove, not unlike the Cur.ator,s
Offlce here at Whltewater Canal State Historic Site.

As our village plarrs, prepares and mostly awaits the
epring thaw, thls sEeros en appropriate tirne to share
with you some FeBearch pertalning to our canal arrd the
subjeEt o+ ICE.

ICE PONDS

A mere tllty years ago the ,,iEe box" was the
standard for r.efrigeration tn the southeastern Indlana
home, and ice was blg buslness. tranal basins such as
the one at Br-ookville wErre an excellen! Eourtce o+
cornmercial -grade ice.

The old l,lhitewater Canal betxeen tha Laurel Feeder
Dam and Brookvllle xas naintained {or hydraulic powm
purposes between 1863 and 1937. tn addition to the
canal baslns which had been lnitially constr.ucted,
tlrere were lor. areas ad5olning the route of the canal
whiEh wer-e easily flooded to rppate a series of ice
pondr and ice houses to rreet the neEds o+ the valley.

In the lBB2 Atlas of Franklln County the major.ity of
t.hese lce ponds are labeled as being managed by the
Cinclnnati Coal and lce Co., and it ls presumed that
the ice was exported by the railroad .which then owned
the canal.
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the l.lhitewaten Eanal
ce. lgOO Br'ookville Twp,
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Between I'letamora
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SITE PLAN OF OLD ICE HOUSE NEAR METAMORq

lft/.4*4441
lD/a&tellz ,l_--
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Ref , 1899 Sarrborn Perris Map of I'letanrora, Irrdiana

This slte plan ls that o# a large ice ]rouse which
was located on the l.lhiterlater Canal half -way between
Metamora and Laurel, Ind. It wa:l of {rame
corrstruction and the double wal led building hraE
insulated with sawdust.

A few yE?ars ago, wr inqulred about this particular
ice house while interviewing Metamora residerrts about
local lrrdustries. Helen Bordon, tllen age El8, told us
this story about the sumrrrer when I'tetamora got its
share of free ice.

Ref , t"tetarnor.a Oral Higtory Project.
Helen l{right Gordon Transcript
Tape 2, Page B

Hel en ,

" The ice house that I remember ras up on the head
of the canal, right above the handle Iactory. And
it had thirty two chanberg to it. And they used to
cut lce on the ice pond and put it ln those
chambers, and it lould keep there for all sumner.

People rould go there and get ice to use. And, oh
I don't know, (date) they had thls so full of ice
one time, all thirty tno chambers were Sust full
of lce. And it burnt that night. Somebody set it
aiire and it burnt. And efter it burned down there
xas all that lce all EtackEd up. It stayed for a
long timE to nelt. Peopte used to come there and

.9et ice.
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ICE g<ATINB

The old canal baglns Here ideal for lce skating
because ther.e was no appreciable {low to the water.
They fr.oze faster and to a gr.eater thickness than the
water in tl're channel . The basins wErre also Iess
nronotonous to the skater than going up and down the
Earral. Distance skating ig interesting though, and
sever.al of our. folkg here hold the distlnction of
having Ekated from l,letamora to Laurel Feeder Dam and
back.

X
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ThE 6outh End o#
locatlon of the

Brookvlllc rhoxlng the
two photol Ica Cuttlng

Canal Basln,
rnd Ica Bkatlng
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Ref , The Frarrkl in Denrocrat
Br.ookville, Indiana Jan. 4, lEt6l

The canal being locked up with ice, presents arragnificent opportunity for the youngsters of our
town to enjoy themselves skating and have a goodtime. It is however, very doubtiul lf skating be
one of our best exercises. It ls not guite freefrom danger to life and llmb, xhile such rapidr,otion through a keen, cuttlng atrosphere, bythose rrho I lve mostly ln heited roors, i;questionable. Every yeap since skating ras known,
thousands of lungs have been seriously compromised
by this violent charrge. Skating is excellent #or
hardy people, and for those nuch acEustomed to
exposuFe, but it is to be used Hith great caution
by all nho live in heated parlors.

It still takes a hearty and healthy soul to +are therrear-Eer.o teloper.atur.es necesser.y for carral i;;skating. On the day of thiE wrtiing the only onestough enough wer.e four. little kids. e.ttr" residentsof Hetanrora have all skated orr the canal at leastor,ce, and woul d tel I you with ar_rthor.ity , ,,Sure, wesl{ate orr the canal; but not today.;,
l"llry is tt, tor. anything that r.equireE ,rroverrrent, thatwe say, ,,When f was a kid. ..,,? yes, I helped Uuif U 

-i
fir.e orr the ice for night skating parties, and then Ioften went inside to heat hot coioa and stir the chiliso it didn,t stick to the bottom of the kettle. L,;ii;sonieone had t6 dO tt!
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]-trf\,rEl) A-r [_A=i-r !

On July Z4th and 25th, a long-awalted event took
place irr Delphi' the moving of the Reed Cage House
{rom its locat.lon on West Front Street to lts new
home along the canal bank at the Wabagh & Er.ie
Canal Park. This lB4O's Federal-style honre was
buiIt by Reed Case, who hras Surperintendant of
Construction on the portlon of the l.labash & Erie
Canal which passes through Delphi.

The Reed Case House was donated to the Cer.r.olI
County Wabesh & Erie Eanel Association in 19€11.
Readers may recall the December. 19Bg lssue o{
INDIANA WATERWAYS, which was devoted to an explan-
atlon of the hlstory tr+ the Canal Park urhich the
Carr'olt Coltnty group has been buildlrrg fon the
past +ifteen yeaFs. In 1983, we r.eported that the
house was ready to be moved to its new site. Since
then, numerouE obstacleg have appeared. It seenred
that as each obstacle was surrrounted, a ney, one
would Faise itB ugly head, grinning evilly.

Pergeverance is a valuable asset, and this is a
quality posessed by the member.s o+ the Delphi
group, Per'haps "bull headed Etubbor.nness" would
Irror'e eccupately describe the qual ities which have
seen the group t.hrough the tlme of waitlng for. the
rnove to be completed, In the hlstory of the or.gan-
ization, that period t{ill pnobably be renrenrbered
as the ,oost di++icult and discouraging or.deal of
atl. We certainly hope so.

Now that the house is moved, the job is not
oveF. In fact, it can {airly be said to have 5ust
begun. Restoration o+ the lar.9e buildlng wllt
requir.e many months of hard, dlfficult and experr-
sive tdork, as well as thousands of dollarg worth
of nraterialg. At best, it wilI be Eeverel year.s
be#ore the restoration is complete. The {inances
of the group have been sever'ely taxed by t.he
moving expenses, and the biggest part o+ the job
I ies ahead.

Sintre its lrrception ln 1981, the Canal Society
of Indiana has supported the Delphi group. What
they need now is money, and lotg of lt. We aren't
sltggest irrg that you send them I ots of rrtoney,
tlroltgh it woltld be welcomE i{ you are st: incl irred.
What your can do is to join their organizatiorr and
help them to derronstrate a solid support for their
projeEt in the {orrn of a healthy membership Iist.

The dues are only $5.OO per yeer, and your five
buckg wlll rnake a real 1y inrpor.tant contr.lbution to
hlstoric preservation, Donatlons are tax
deductible. To Joln, or. f or rnor.e I n* or.mat I on ,
wr'ite'
CARROLL C(ruNTY
},,IBAS1{ & ERIE CANAL ASSOCIATION
P.O.Box 255
Delphi, Indlana 46923
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