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THE PR ESIDENT,S MESSAGE

Dear Soclety Memb6rs:

The wh€els have beenseiln moilon for
an outstandlng mootlng ol thei Canal
Soclety ln Fort Wayne on Saturday,
7 May, 1983. You wlll b6 reclovlng de-
talled lnlormatlon wlth thla lssue o,
INDIANA WATERWAYS. As atways, tho
degree of succesa wa achleve ls the
result ol membershlp partlclpatlon and
I urgs you to g6t your resorvatlon ,or
th6 meetlng to Dan Mcoaln as soon
as posslble.

Publiclzlng the Canal Soclety, lts
ovents and actlvltl€s, needs the asslst
ance and actlve partlclpatlon of our
membershlp. We plan an sxtenslve
newspapor eltort throughout th€ state
to let thos€ who mlght be lnterested
know about oua annual ms€tlng.

Llnda and Davld Freund are headlng
thls publlclty commlttoo, but lt ls up to
each ol us to 'talk-lt-up' and get tho
'good word' out ln our own communlty.
Our Membershlp Brochure ls an excellsnt

tool for sharing our organization with
oth€rs and signang up those who are
lntarested. lf you don't have copies ol
the brochure you can plck uP a lew at
the Annual Meeting.

The program lor 7 May is delailed in
your announcemenl. I would like to
lntorm you at thls tlme that the maior
plsco of business durlng the buslness
maotlng portlon ot our meeting wlll be
tho explanatlon. dlscusslon and adoptlon
o, a sst o, by-laws for the Society. Alter
thls has be6n accomplished we will be
movlng towatds incorporatlng the Canal
Soclety as a not-tor-protit, tax-exempt
organlzatlon-then we'll be in business
oltlc lally.

Ploaso bring any ldeas, thoughts,
p.ogram suggeslions. proioct ldeas, etc.
wh6n you come to Fort Wayne ln May.
I look torward to seelng you there.

Clorcncc Hudron, President
Conol Society of lndiono

A}IIERICA,S WATERWAYS: CANAL CORPSES OR L!VING HISTORY?

L

ln my school days I read about the
Parthenon ol Athens, the Collseum
of Romo, and the Pyramids o, Egypt.
Many years later I vlsited thsse an-
ciont areas. ! stared, I touched and
walked through these archaeological
monuments many tlmes. I lelt elated;
all these wonderful monumsnls wero
in sltu, the bost klnd of museum.

One great thlng was lacking: No
matter how long I stared or how
many times I touched or how many
times I walked through wonderful
monumenls ol beautilul stonework,
yes, something was lacking. I could
not become involved in this old
archaeology. The people were miss-
ing and the buildings static. Oh, yes
they told stories, but people could
never be involved again.

by Bev Wm. Morant

Then came the lndustrial Revolu-
tion.-lt too disappeared as it lelt
wood, metal and stone monuments.
Looking back on this area, we now
call this period lndustrial Arch*ol'
ogy. This type of industrY we ca.n
pui bacf together again and make it
work, whether it be old mills or old
industrial canals. So let's do itl

ln an old industrial mill, I can take
part. I can Push that switch, I can'stip 

ttrat bell; and I can get that
machine to grind corn, iust like mY

grandlather used to do. Then there
are those old canals: I can restore
that lock, I can restore that canal,
I can look back at my grandfather and
my grandmother working that old
commercial canal boat. I am working
a canal boat now.



Our h. .Jrians have done a good
job of putting the written wordi to-
gelher. Now it is the canal societies
who must lead lhe way and put lhe
locks and canals in a stale of restor-
ation. I now can slare. I can touch
and now I can use these wonderlul
old locks and canals lor we have
restored lhese canals so I may use
lhem for boating -- I can dream some
nrore -- that is il I go to Englandl

But what about all the people who
can not allord to go to England or do
not even.care to go to England. Ilhat
about all the chiidren of [enerationsyet to come? Do we owe fhem a.]ook
at rgstored working canals or canal
cadavers? lt is my beliel that the
children ol generations yet to come.
in the United States ol America hav6
a right to see hislory in situ and
working in such a way that they can
take part in hundreds of mil6s ofindustrial archaeology as restored
w_orking.locks and canals lor boating,ol opening the locks by hand ali'<i
most of all, the ability to feel that
hislorical living ol the old days.

It is only by tho restoration ol our
locks and canals .that we can takepart again, not in the parthenon,
not in the Coliseum and not in the
Pyramids ol Egypt, but in that
exciting. facet of our own history,
America's canals.

Now is the Time lor Restoration!
Most ol all lhis canal industrial

archaeology is still in situ for the
peak of this industrial development
was in the 1860s. Even lhough our
climate is much more severe than
that of the Medilerranean, we still
have a chance to restore a great Dor-
tion ol our canal system il we siart
now.

Yde ar€ aware ol good archeological
practices. We know that we cai-use
much of the old and mix some new
with the old. We know that some ol
the traces ol canals are not to be
found easily. We know that much ol
the traces can be lound and resurvev-
ed. We know that therewill be poliii-
cal battles. But history, like mother-
hood, must be continued. tye canal
societies musl lead the way. We say:
'. The dillicult we do immedlatelv-
the. impoesibte takes e fitil; t;;;.1
lf. the Eng-lish can restore thelr'Ein-
ats, .we Americans can restore outcanals. Let us form an association
with.atl rha canat socialeJLiiJii
as. the hikers, fishers, Uoaterl-aiJ
other groups. We wili lose ; G;battles but we will win-most'-oi
them. ln order to win those Uaiife-swe must start today. Tomonow is
oecoming too late.
Bev fm ilorant
Wderuay s Restorat ion Acsociat ion51 We6il Bonlta
Sirra Madre, CA
9t024

We'll probably be there on Sun-
day, the 10th. as well. We're inform-
ed that lhere's plenty of stuff to be
removed from the channel, so we'll
have plenty to do!
. We'l.l reporl on the project in the
June issue ol lndiana Waterways.

i
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CANAL WORK PROJECT UPDATE:

The Whilewater Canal debris re-
moval project is shaping up well.
Between six and ten stalwarts are
planning to meet at the Laurel Feed-
er Dam ontthe morning of Saturday,
April 9, ready to work.
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SURVEYS FOR THE MICHIGAN.ERIE CANAL
by Ben V,. Meek

A,rong the- olhe.r projects which A l"-ry survey was made in '1g37 by
were a part ol the lnternal lmprove- w.B.Mitchell, a civitEngineer emjt'_ments proposed. lor lndiana.was a oyed by the'lnOiana-Stite goarO otcanal to connect the.waters oI t=gfe r,iteinii !il;";;;;Gi'LmstructionMichigal- with the wg_o_r:! & Erie was started on this route in Greencanal. The lirst survevs ol a route +:l
i.qnrrng rrom Foit iv"Jvi 

""' 
16'iii,l j''#ffiiit' n|$ofo,t"ouill, f,t?-'*",",

fl ,i:H'r,6jtrt1*;1"-ir,ryfi trtr;ti:1,trTfitiiq_t$
rh ere were r wo surv€y s mad e..ar t he [3i.1'd" i-^:j,:?"ul', l:o'#:1#i, ::; jtime. one route was to unite the The canal wis t6 iegifi'at the furiclwaters of Lake Michigan with the tion of the wabash ino-erle rrieo",

wabash River. This was called the and spy Run creek in- Fort w;v;;'southern Route'. lt woutd begin ar near 'state and Ctinton- btiiltl.
Benton Harbor on Lake Michiqin (in There were to be three locks made
the State ol Michigan); go up ttre S. o, slone near this junct ion. The
Joseph River to South Bend in lndi- -c.anfll would run along Spy Run
ana, then across an old oortaoe to Northwest crossing the heabwateis
ihr) /alley of the Kankakie. fn-ence ol.Eel River and C-edar Creek.,Then
follow ttie yellow River inO- tfre lot.tow_Willow Creek westward into
valley of the Mot"ronon -i; i;; Noble County and.switch to the valley
Tippecanoe aqd then to connecl with ol.ulue -Hiver going North. About two
thetjabashandErie. Thisroure *oiiia mlles ot canal was actually dug at

ifffii'flr:ff ti'i J'fr,ii *: il',+iffi 
;.it':iiil-i{,,H fli"tiii

rhe second or the 18? survev.. 3:J:?:l T,?LT,:t 
.Ifr,l,n",1llii8l' 

i,lwas called the 'Northern.Route,.'tl Jili"r"nt Oireitions.'bly nun teeOswas.lo begin at the Wa_bash and Erie inio tte St. Maryi-niiLi, eet niverreeder, North or Forr..wayne gnd so i;i; the waGln ;;;i;r, wiilowup the valley ol the little-st...losein crelt into ttre uaume6 waiersneo,River abour six mires to Fish creLk 
"no-erre 

Riv;; inl;1;"'?ipp""rno"then lollowing this creek to Deer ina WaUastr. The next section ofLake and.rhen P.igeon greek througn tne canar had to o" cri t-hrough thea series ol small lakes: pig.eon,_Qamip, Elfhart Summil and follow a creekLong, HosBack and Uitte ff in' ' -nio" 
t_ong Lake and through theLakes' lt wourd forow.pigeon creek pi"!"nt chain o' Lakes state parkto the Little Elkhart rivei, and thg" ;rn'i"'h has nine lakes more or less

lo.lhg..st' Joseph of rhe. Lake into iliii.."rio, and which reed inro the
i"i[ T:li:' i:|f; ::' "dL 

Harbor 
]l J. E r il;,;.r sv sr em

several long embankments, also
tour aqueducls. There were problems in crossing

. Neirher or the roures was saris- :JlJtffiJ"?:ff1"J.: "}i:T:,.H:i
factory because rhev both ,norto rrn summit wouro rrlve iecessitared rhelhrough the state of . r',licnffin to removat or za,eoo -Ii[ic 

t"ur orgain access lo Lrrke Michigan. 
rearth, 

bul much of the balance of the

l&



roule wo- , be in lhe slack water of
lakes and nvers.

A dam was to be construcled near
Forker Creek and the route was to
conlinue through several more lakes
1ovi19 in a.northerly direction through
Porl Mitchell and the South Branch o-f
lhe Elkhart River. The leeder lrom
Sylvan Lake would join the canal
about 3 miles North ol Augusta, the
canal would enter the main Elkhart
River in Perry Township. The canal

would lollow the Elkhart valley in
and out ol the river to lhe St. Joseph
of the lake. There the route would
turn West to the valley ol the Kanka-
kee to Saltcreek where it would turn
North and go toward Michigan City
v ia Trail Creek. The basin at Michigan
City would be 26 feel above the level
ol the lake. The total milage would
be 187.miles including three leeders,
55 locks, 5 dams, 38 culverts and
4 aqueducts.
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FIRST BOAT THROUGHI The Evane-
ville ENOUIRER, ol the 23d. lnsl. says:

'We had the pleasur€ thls mornlng ot
entering the corporate llmits ol th€ clty
ot Evansville on the n6xt passeng€r
packet Pennrylvooio, Capt. Alexander
Sharra. She is the llrst boat that has
ever .eached thls polnt lrom Lako Erl€.
She came within a short dlstance ol the
city yesterday evenlng, but thcre wa6
nol water enough to lot her down lurther
until this morning, when by the ald ol a
tew yoke ol oren. tendered by ths.prop-
rielor ol lhe saw mill, Mr. lglshart, she
was brought into the clty thls mornlng
wilh a good trip ol pasaengers, who had
gone up to meet her.

'T h is boat was bul lt f ifty-slx ml les
above Pittsburgh, Pa. and was brought
down lhe canal lo the Ohio rlver, and
then down the Ohio to Clnclnnati; at
Cincinnati she entered the Mlaml canal
and proceeded up that canal to the
,unclion ol the Wabash and Erle canal;
by thal canal she proceeded to Lake
Erie. lrom which point She cam€ direct
lo this city. At that polnt she entered
the ll/abash and Erie canal about the
lirsl of last April, and this mo.nlng, the
23d day ol S€ptember, we had the plea-
sure of boardlng her a mlle back of
town. and enleiing on board of her on
her first lrip to this clty. She had not,
however. been all this time on the one
trip--having been engaged ln the packol
lrade above Terre Haule.

'She was recieved to-day at the Maln
Slreel bridge, by tirlng ol cannon, and
excellenl music by the Brass Band. and
general cheering and re,olcing from a
large crowd ol people.'

WEEKLY INDIANA STATE SENTINEL
October 6. 1853

PLAN CANAL FROI{ CHICAGO TO TOLEDT

Morcr wlll bc dircurrod or lndionopollr
convonllon.

iori w"yn", rno.,lr,iiil 9-Frelsht by
canal trom Chlcago to Tolod6 ls th6
ultlmat€ purpose of th6 Tolodo. Fort
Wayne and Chlcago Doep Waterways
assoclatlon whlch wlll hold a conven-
tlgn here thla woek.

Chlcago, Cleveland, Ncw York. Clncl-
nnatl, Toledo, Dellance, and other
cltl€s wlll havo ropresentatlvoe at thc
conventlon. Unltod Statee Scnatori'
Bev€rld06 and Shlvely ot lndlana will
be among th6 6peak6rs.

Th€ Mlchlgan and Erle canal, as
plannsd, lrorn Chicago through Fort
Wayne to Toledo, wl ll be 270 mlles
long and 400 mlles ahorlor than the
present all rvater route lrom Chlcago to
Toledo by way o, lhe great lakes. The
estlmatsd cost ls near $ 100.000.

from: Kcndollvi llc DAILY SUN
November9.1909

(Thanks to CSI member Russell :
F. Frohse lor thls ltem.)
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AN A L BOY I845 _ P R ESID ENT I88 I'

by Ben W. Meek

Pictured ls a brass political medalet
promoting the candidacy of James
Abram Gartield for U.3. president
!n 1880. The inscrlption reads:.CANAL BOY 1845-PRESIDENT
1881'. The Whlte House is shown
above and a boy riding a horse and
towing a boat on a canal appears in
the foreground. Theobverse iide has
a bust of Garlield. There is a hole
at the lop ol the medalet so that it
could be tied to a coat lapel. At
least three different varieiies of
this medalet were produced.l

Garfield was born in a log cabin(The last President in this trad-
ition ...so far) near Cleveland in
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, a part ol the
Western Reserve. His lather died
when James was two years old and
the lamily had a poor living trom
their twenty-acre farm. At the age ol
sixteen he lelt the farm and joined
the crewol the Evening Star as a
mule driver. Hls diary tells ol a
trip lrom Cleveland to Pittsburgh

yith a load ol copp€r ore. He says:
'My business is bowing, which isto
got tho locks ready, get the boat
through, trim the lamps, etc. I get
14 dollars a month.'

Garlield worked for four months and
by his count fell into the water 14
times while tending the ropes. He
decided that lire on the canal was
not forhimand returned tothe lamily
farm. With the aid of his unusual
mother he graduated from Hiram lnsti-
tute in Ohio,,and Williams College
in Massachusets. He rose in Repub-
ican political circles and was
nominated for President. He won the
election but was asassinated alter
serving only six months of his term.2

1 Doyle Dewltt: A CENTURy OF CAM
PAIGN BUTTONS 1959 Travelers Press
Hartlrod, Conn.
2 John M. Taylor: GARFTELD OF OHtO
WW.Norton & Co. New York
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WHAT'S IN A NAilE?
by Jutia l"leek

The towns along the Yrabash and
Ene Canal roule came rn a variety
of shapes and sizes. Except for th!
distinction they sharec in being
'canal towns' and therelore lrading
centers, each settlement grew with
a unique and interesting history.

Some towns, srrch as Evansville
and Petersburg were rrcll establish-
ed, thriving river tonns belore the
days of the canals. Others, like
Fort Wayne and Logansport, were
small and ambitious commuilities
just waiting for the transportation
boom ol the canal era. Still 6ihers,
like New Haven, owe lheir very
existence to the canals.

ln the formalion ol these towns,
one rule did prevail:ll you're going
to have a settlemanl, you'ye goi to
name it; and the place narnes along
the canal are as varied as the towni
themselves.

.To our delight, a diction?ry of
lndiana Place Names does eiist,
thanks totheellorts of Ronald Baker
and Marvin Carlnony. t\thile they
modestly point out that this is a
selective dictionary, not a compre-
hensive Gazelteer, their study inclu-
des 2,27 1 entries, most I y sefi lements,
each with historical, linguistic,
geographic and f olkloric data. We
being true-blue canallers, the pages
ol our 'lndiana Plac.e NarrOs' which
list canal towns are well-thumbed,
and the following facts (and a little
liction) are laken from this delight-
ful book.

Only lour towns along the Wabash
&Erie have borne names connected
with the canal ilself. Lockport, a
village in Carroll County, was
originally named for the locks there.
Riley, a town in Vigo County, was
originally named Lockport, also, and
for the same reason, bul the post
olf ice was called Riley to avoid
confusion with the dher Lockport;
and as frequenlly happened, the town
name was eventually changed to Riley,

too. Millersburg, a village in Warrick
County, was named lor Philip Miller,
but since there were several other
Millersburgs in lndiana, the Post
Oflice was calledCanal, and 'Canal'
rsmains Millersburg's nickname
even today. (Don't know il it's still
there, bul a few years ago, an ancie-
nt and ladlng painted sign reading:
CANAL LODGE !.O.O.F. coutd be
seen hanging above the door of the
neglected-looklng Odd Fellows'
Hall ln Mlllesburg.)

Perhaps the most colorlul place
name origin derlved lrorn the canal
is that ol Franclsco, a town in Gib-
son County. According to regional

. loro, lt was named for a Spanlsh
canal laborer. He was fired, built a
shack on the spot, and became the
first residentl

The other canal towns?Their names
seem to come trom a host of sources,
some practical, some whimsical.

One ol the most popular sources of
place names is personal names.
Fountain (Fountaln Co.), Lalayette
(Tippecanoe Co.[ and Huntington
(Huntington CoJ were narned for
popular heroes. First and last names
ol town lounders and prominent citi-
zens provided functional names like
Georgetown (Randolph Co.) Evans-
ville (Vanderburg Co.) and Peters- '

burg (Pike Co.).

Pittsburg, in Carroll County, Worlh-
ington in Greene County, and New
Haven in Allen County, are a few ol
the towns whlch were named after
other towns olten the settlers'
former homes. The Wabash & Erie
was graced with two sett lement names
right out of Ancient Greek history:
Delphl, in CarrollCounly, and Attica
in Fountain County.

The assortment ol lndian-inspired
place names ranges lrom Montezuma,
(Parke Co.): the last ol the Aztec
Emporers, to Lagro (IYabash'Co.)
which comes lrom 'LeGros', the
French nickname of a local Miami

- Chief which means 'The Fal'. Logans-
6
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port (Cass Co.) was named for aU.S.
Army Captain Logain, a Shawnee.

The name Roanoke (Hunlington Co.)
comes lrom the Virginia lndians and
refers lo their shell money.

Among the more creatively-named
towns we have Richvalley (Wabash
Co.), which describes th6 iertility
of the surrounding larmlands; Terre
Haut€ (Vigo Co.), French for High
Land; Amerlcus (Tippecanoe Co) apatriotic salute; and Aboile Creck,
from the French Rivere a Boitc,
which means 'River ol Minnows', a
story mrrch more believable than
some of the rather bizarre and lar-
reaching theories which have beenput ,orth by amateur historians and
others, such as the idea ihat Abo,i;
came f rom the French:.Abatoire',
which me.ans'a slaughterhouse.,tnis
Decause LaBalme and his tnen were
supposedly massacred there in 179O.

Waterman in Parke Co. wins the
. dubious honor of being ttie 'most

named' canal lown. (none ol them,
by the way, not even Walerman,being
a canal-derived namel) Originally
called Gilderoy, it was platted in
1836 as Fullerton, bul changed in
1837 to Lodi, for nearby arlesian
springs. ln 1857 it was changed again
to Waterman, lor a prominent business
man who commercially improved the
town, and technically it remains
Waterman today. But local romanti-
cism sesms lo have won out, lor Lodi
(named lor an ltalian town, site ol
Napoleon's victory of 1796) is still
most popular among Gi lderoy-Fuller-
ton-Lodl -Waterman res idents.

INDIANA PLACE NAilES by Ftnnatd L Baker
and Mrvln Canrany; Indicro University Press
197s
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CANAL SOCIETY of INDIANA
Firrt Annuo! Mcding

Sofurdoy, 7 Moy 1983

Fort Woync-Allon County Hirtoricol Socicty
302 Eort Bcrry Strcct Fori Woyne, lndiono

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SATU R DAY

SATURDAY A.M.

9:00 Reglstrailon and Coltee9:30 tV6lcome and lntroducilons
9:,15 Hudson Wabash Rlver Expedlilon

'An Avonuc ro Hiiiory' Clarence Hudson
10:30 Movtc Rovicw ol l!82 Tour Mark Potlonlll:00 lndcxing ond Morklng Aciivitics Thomas Meekll:30 A Rcvlcw of rhc Eridar Conol Julla & Thos. Meekll:,15 Lunch - on your own

SATURDAY P.M.
I:00 Board Bus for Gulded Tour ol

St. Joseph Feeder Canal,l:00 End of Tour
5:00 Gather lor Dlnner aththe Hlstorlcal Soclety5:30 Dlnner
7:00 Buslness Mootlng - Elecilons
7:15 Provlow ol 1983 Falt Mootlng Dan McCaln
8:00 The tUabash and Erl6 Canal

Scorch for Hiddcn Hoosicr Hirtory' Ed O'Brlgn
9:00 Adlourn - Fellowshli - Meetlng o, Advlsory Board

SUNDAY (Froc for All): For thorc wirhing to tloy ovsr ln Fod lfoync
tho following octlvlllo. will bc ovolloblo:

Visir thc Old For
A lVolLing Tour of Fod lfoync
Vi.ir Historicol Socicty Murcum
Visar Di.hm Murcum of Noturol Hlrtory
Aulo Corovon lo Eo.i.m lndlono & Ohio xl&E Conol ritcc

Advonce Rcrcrvotlonr wlll help ln plannlng and ensuro the succosg ol th€ Annual
Meetlng. Rcscrvoliong murl bc rcclcvcd by Tucrdoy, 3 Moy 1983 Use the attached
form ,or resarvat I ons .

We wish to thank the Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical Society for
the use of their Frank Freimann Hall for this meetingr and alao for their
continuing encouragement and suPport of the Canal Society of Indiana.

FIDITORS: 'fhomas Meek, Julia trteek
.\RTIVORK: Julia Meek LAYUP &
TYPING: Thomas lvleek CIRCULATION:
l\rire: C.-\N.\L SOCIETY of INDIAN.\
302 Flast []crry Street, Fort Wayne,
Indiana 461{0:l R,\'fES: $5'00 yearl}'
SINCI,E ISSt:ES $ 1.25 each, postpaid
lndiana 11atonvays is published bimonthly
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by DANDELION, l414 Proadway.
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46802
Unless otherwise credited, all material
herein are copyrighted by Indiana 1\ate
ways and may not be reproduced in any
form without written permission of
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