
INDIANA
WATERWAYS

1, rrctoher. 198?

:4:
Y
P-,^

l\,.-1-

.q.
q:,,-\J" fi?x'
U t.^''1'PhofoP"ar^

bY'[ho'ur lv\"r-

Culvert +145 A ['es miles Sv of Huntlngton
along U. S. Hrl'. 24. Bu11 t ca, I 8il5 of tlm-
ber, rebuilt ol' stone in 18ti2.



: Ellol8: lhrr lcrts, tulL loe&
l"nftonf,: Jull. IceI II^IIF O t?Itc!
Ibmra Icct CInCUIrArIffiT ftilto to3
CrI{lIJ SOCIEII Or IIiDIII(I firz E rt
B9r?, Etrcct tr'ort tr8r'n., fuillrnr 48fl)2

. R.tlEBl';F.OO ye.rlt (elr lcruee) SkrAto
.r.tsue. |1.25 eroh poltt.lal.

.- IrDI"*XA rIIERIAIB lr ?ub1u*oA DtoDthty
W DifDErIOIl, !111 Brardr&y, Port fryae,
IDafhar 46802
Unleer otDelrlt€ orodltcd, 8ll DtGr-
l.Is horcln .re Gopyrtbtcd Dy IfDI/fIf
IAlERIlfg 8rd r rrot bo roD!.oaluoed
rlthout rrltteD poElaBl.on of the
Eal,.tors.

t



-i--::]

Restore Ameriea's Canals!!
Tlre idea of Industrial archaeologyis-only about 1E years old and star_ted. ln Erglanat. irlefty, f",iu"t"i"f

lrchaeology ia concerneal rlth tf,"findlng, recording anal 
"t"Aii"S";I-lnatustrla1 revoluflon re4ains of the18th. anat 19th. centurfei to ti. iii_aert-d_ate anat reatoratton ri-ir,5"Jartlfacts for a1l to aee. tnauetriaiarchaeology could also te consleeiio

l!: ."i.ly of orsanlzerl r"au"I"i-iiri*any historlcat perlod ana 1ts i.";i;;_aEr-on.

By 1790, in the nerly cr.eateal UnitealStatesr_ no ferer tfrin AO 
""mf "or_panies had been forueat. c.o"l.-riJn_lngton, Thomae Jefferaon 
"ia ,rryprominent ABerlcans xere on theboards of Dlrectors ana as aOvls;ist-o theae canal coEpanr"". po"J"-irr;

success of the X'rench Canal Du Mldianat the profltable rrrcgera-er-C';iiiin Engtanal, young LnerlEa rrad ciniifeYer.

The calal trenat took a flrr holit onthe-Unlted States after the i; ;;1812. our road.s rere terrrtii ;;-J;ao-t englneer aome canals ana focai
l1I" the Europeans tra<l Aone EO fi
:Y9=I9"'? ago?- BY naklng thls artl-rr-cral rlver there rould be no cur_rent-to.Lnpede the forraral notlon ofEne boat on the returar trip. In 16g1the canal itu ldtd.1 traa teen compfeieain southern France alurlng th;';;i;;of the suD King Iroula xlv: Thi6-;#_al proveal to be e cormerclal successand ls a great brlil.ge 1n the hLstorvot' French Industrlal Archaeology. I;
1M .1: Duke of Brlnserater fi" ih;_rand - conpleted hls canal that l;tnLD I'Ioat h18 m-tor caDaclty carsnbarges atlrectly lnto hi'e oo"i ,i"8,
:9 re-cleye. the shlpnent of coai.aray the shlpDent rent, dlrectly tothe maln coel market in tfre fnius-trial clty of llanohester and nuohcheaRer than the pack horse or thectray ragon that could carry only efex hunalreil pouDds each. In b;thc_ases, French and Engllsh, the horsewas used to pull the cargo boatalong the canal to narket by neans
-of a long rope fror the toat"to-tfrehorse at a fult speeat of tnree nfiei
-per hour. This area trott Dy thehorse and alrj.ver anil. nalntenanol ,",
became &norn as the torpath.
Ihe French canal has been in use alltheae yeare ao f,e haye a good hLsto_
_rl.cal plcture of thls canil. tre knorho, the stone rork anA foct gaiegrere put together, and re hive aclear pl.cture of industrlal archeo_logy--ltens ln proaluctloD by DeoDleof lnaluatry. The Engllsh nrtiglra'terCanal ras very auccesslUl. -In themltl-1940re,_ an Engllsh group S;atogether -and accompllshed many- caiatreatoratlons. Toalay, nor beciuse of

by Bev. fttr. l{orent

these 
- 
lnsplred arateur lnilu8tri.ala,rcheologlsta, re can aee noet of

9le o-fd canala ln operatlon 
", pfe"_aure boatlag raterriys.

The most succegaful canal ia the US
1a1 the Erie Canat ln t$e, fo"t si"il.This canet, 963 illles lorg iiiri-ai'rocrar 

-raa ,o[pleteal 1n 1925 ilue to
::r. _-"I rou't glye upn attltuale ofEne ller york Goyernor, De fltt CIln_E-on. So rell dld the Erle do lts Jobthat all tolls rere reduceal by S{)

I:::u"} after_1E3z, and by ra8a-[neixere abollahed.

_If I9u are lnterested, you can atartby lPafog a canal ln your stete enalf,orkllg to have 1t reitored. D";,;ral.t for the US gover@ent oi focaf -goverrment to give you a frane_out.The Engllsh cinsls -deoav"A- 
*""'yeara, but the sheer grlt of itl

-E1ql1sh_ 
brought then f,acts i""-ti.DoaE pleaaant archeologlcal boairlale in the ,orlal.

Thle_is hor they atld 1t.. After Xorlat
f1".II.a fer- Engllsh boatera sta;l;;uo rook at thelr canala ln.thelr dJGayetl states. Along them. tfrev teitItayi.ng: "Our canals rouli. be [""u[f_
fyl. ""_ 

pleasure boatlng canals., butaE troota lIore than alreaDs; Lt tooke-xtrenely har,at ,ork bJr fnfu,vfauaii'tho belleveil that tonderful d";;:Ihe &El1sh fi.rst aet up tf;tl;gloupa oalled canel socl.etles aadthen-convlnceal Eany people that thecanala 
-could. be brought bac& to llfe

:1or ,thal _dec_ayed oanal cadsver.[eep 1n nld theae Engllah talted
l!gl! rearoratlon, nof, luet p;;;;;_YaEron. perlrlsslon,aa obtained tostart pulllng xeed8, clearf"e t"urn:d.r"ggl.ng out obstructlve tr6es "oiremo-vlng olal Junt suoh as ofd tyres,cer bodles, bed aprlnga, oltt iood'and any other traah that lEpedeat theforrard motlon of a boat, -Ih;;;;i
I1:l martet. .satea, fotterfee,-Ain_nera, colleotions of traillng eiaupa,gift.8- of toola, ahoyele, iakes 'oi.
a_nything etae that nlght- help vlihthe restoration of thal oana1.'Suali
a@ounta of priyate noney oame lnf-ollored by . larger aumounts, eaalsuccesa gtarteat to shor. In t1me,groupa 

. of people vere gettiag to_gether to sponsor the Coet oi onelock, then a number of conpen1.eatoulal get together to sponsor i oan_aI aectlon; 1n a nunber of oases,then_a co[pany gave Eoney for a loci,the loct raa naEed. accordlngly.

Later, aa auccesaltll reatoration f,as
shorn, goverruent granta came to thehelp of the Dany cansl sooletles.
FroD a beglnntrg rhen onl-y a fet

1



r
hunalreal [Lles of restoratlon shotoal
the ray, the Engllsh nor heve near-ly 2,OOO ml,les of beautifuly re-
stot'eal canala for thel,r anal your
boating pleaaure. Preaervlng la not
enougtr. lteetorina r""'iiF@@}@_
4S +s the ansrer -4. -gI firture Aen-eratlona can see the anclent camls-
,*.*"" "* "o. *-r"" ,, Irrrr*xeed.a, of course. Some people haaL to
be planners, finat the oId oanalrflnil
the feetler, the olat toxpaths, the
bo}lards, canal alltches, rights of
way, original charta, old nasonry of
the lock and, elong the canal site,
ttevlces for opere.tlng the lrooal lock
gates anil f,ater yalyes. They also
haal to restore all this so the tlany
parts roulal rork properly.

I[e need your lnterest nor so re can
restore rhat ls left of Amerlcars
canal herltage. vlthout your support
rerill lose more of theae hlstorlcal
ronders for gootl.

Ihere are numerous oanallzetl rater-
rayB that neeal your help. Poaalbly
you knol[ of more; I hope so. The
best exaJlple for full restoratlon
and. assistance as a l1vl.ng musetm
for crulslng ls the Muskl.ngum nlver.
Thl-s canali.zeal trlbutary of the Ohlo
Bl.ver has 11 oltL,hantl-operateal loot6
anal the vaterrf,ay 1a about 70 m1leg
long. the raterway runs southEard to
l[ar1etta, Ohlo. Many of the oltlest
locka haYe cut stone that 1s relI
laitl 1n place antl a beauty to be-
ho1d. In the center of many of the
stone blocks one can see a tleep clin-ple rtere the crane tong tlghtenett
as the blook ras arung lnto place.
In order to open anal close the gates,
the locking crer muBt valk arounrt. a
Y-shapeat capstan Just Ilke the oldsailors at1d. to ralse thelr anchor on
an old brlgantlne or cllpper-shlp
hunalreals of years ago. Thls 140-yeai
old ,aterxay, rorth savlng for fut-
ure [feneratlons of teautlful rtruseum
pleasure boatlng, ls the olatest onetlth hanal-operateal locks ln the Ohlo
Vqlley. If you_knor of any others,
pleaae speak upj

The next oanat rorth restorLng 1s
the Chesapeake antl Ohio Canal that
atarts tn ceorgetorn(VaBhlngton,DC)
and. runa reBterly for over 1OO niles.
Inatustrlal arohaeologlBts BhouId
take a very cloae look at thle ron-
alerful oanal, for 1t l.a Belvagable
rI.ght nor. At thls moment, aoDe re-
storatlon l.s belng alone but the qual-
Lty neeats to be upgraaleil 1n oraler to
mske thls National llonument e nsvl-
gable anil useful ll.vlng DuaeuD.

l[oat of the Cheaapeake anal 0h1o 1s
ln the hanats of tho U.S.Department
of the Interlor. There are no plans
for'publtc boetlng or full restor-
atlon unleaa you aa ,.nall.Yl.aluals
rrlte }etters to the Departrent of

the Interlor anil your oongressmen
1.nslstlng that th16 aanal be restored
1n the correot manner.

Other canala that coultl be reatoreal
lncluale the Lehlgtr Valley Caral In
Pennsylvan1a and many parts of the
ohlo anal Erle Canol, partlcularly ,.n
0hio. Uy 1980 Sumer lnspectlon pl.o-
tures shor the reeala anal trees tear-
ing the beautlful stone rorts apart.
In Illinois the Hennlpen Canal that
connects the Illlnol.s Rlver to the
Mlssisslppi Rlver ls alao I cantlL-
alate for restoratlon. In lYlsconaln
the Portage Canal at the torn of
Portage is ln neeal of help. Too many
people alo not appreclate thLs lor
oontlnental dlvlrte betveen the Fox
and Wisconaln Rlvera that the Indl-
ans and. French explorera used. as a
portage fro[ one rlyer to the other.
Later locks were plaoeal ln thla area
and. are nor ln neeal of reatoratlon.
The Berlln Boat Club, to the Iorth,
ttlal a f,onderful Job restorLng thelr
Eureka Lock on thelr portlon of the
Fox Rlver.

Eyen though Industrlal Archaeology
ls a ronalerful hobby for senlors,
all ages are need.ed. to carrrlr thls on.
A good olal memory haa a Jurp on
youth but ve must tork together f,1th
youth so that they rlII haye ihe
sare rond.erful hlstorl.cal experlence
you alo. llol, about savlng that old
boat plcture, that faully B]"btrn p1c-
ture and of courae those olal canal
picturea shorlng the horse pulllng
the olit barge? Check for those ol(l
plctures right, nox. We are loalng
thousanala of olal plctures because
they are atored. betf,een pleces of
cheml.oal]-Jr ectlye paper rhlch rulrrs
them. Check your plcturea for faall.ng
anal self-d,eatructlon.

If you final solle olal artlfaota re-
searoh them throughly. Uouat therr
properly so they can be looketl at,
touoheal and maale xorAable lf possl-
ble. Dlsplay that plece of hl.story
so all can see 1t, antl not 1n a alart
corner.

vhenever you flntl artlfacts, begln
lt[redlately td ssve them. Donrt let
vandallam, rust and ratural ateoay
remoYe them from the publlc. one
good artlfact in hanal LB better than
tuo ln the past tense.

**** * * * *
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Passenger Traffic on the
Centml Canal 1859

Begun-ln 1896, the Central Caael xaslnten(leal to run frou a poiut neir
P_eru; South to Evanevltlei fn fegg.rhen. rork raa atoppeil, only th;elght-mlle 6eotlon i,itr6en-infu"ualpolls anal Broail Rlpple traa men oou_pleteal anal. fllleal. rlth f,ater. Beforeflnatlng the follorlnc artlole. ittaa our bellef thrt tfie CentrBl'hadnever oerrleaL any boet trefflc. Iheexoura].on rhloh f,a6 so thoroughly
enJgleaf by trA Meuber: ot ttre Conpiuiif,-oulal De oquetly enJoy8ble tijaay.
The canel le there, - the reter iithere. Why not? TII

fron:
IND.IA}IA JOUR}IAI]
august g, 1839

ErCI'NSfOT OIf THE C.AlIJlIl

UeB6rs. Ed.ltors-

Ll*ii :ll, x.,lj-H{li";f ix:lshort aooount of the voJrage aDaL ltslnolalenta, EcenerJr, &o.

tr_e left the lock at _B A.l(., Delngebout- thlrty ln nuuDer aud soonparaeal cottonyllle, ttre aeot-or-iieente.rprtrlng ilr. w6st. aini i. iiiJor-E46. Dost aleltghtful residencCinear the clty, enal-hlghly t 
"ri".ii:+:9 9"€ of the Desr ntrls(griet)ani

arao-a_ cotton epLnnLng estaf,tlehnent
_1n full entl beautlfuf oonalltlon.Near thla you atso peaB trre teaul]ilrut. anal lnvltlng reaialenoe of ldr..Erare--one of the Doat beautLfulEltuatlona ln the oounty. nte ;il:trtr fu flat on eaoh sld.6 of tfre-oan_al 8lg-but_flttle rEFroyea, Uut ius-_oeptlble of oultLvetlon, eird re sooDpesaeal oyer the aqueauit over f.aiiCreek. Thls I au-tolat ts ln ;;;;p-erfect 

-oonilltlon, and ls reatly-airobJect of ourloslty. Here ther6 lea beautlful 
- _pool contelnJ.ng rstertf,elye or fLfteen feet in defth, anilglves one a falnt ialer of-a iate:the rlaLth dnal alepth roufa eAnlt oi-iateam-boat.

Baylng pa68eal the aquealuct the ooul-try ia nore elevated. anil the eoll ofa_ better qual1ty, enat I attt tolilthere 18 aome of the flnest tlllable
Iand on elthe!. slile of ure oanal.the bluffs here oa the rlght of the
9an8l - are hLgh anal reuartsable, auilfurllLah aoDo of the [oEt ileltghtnrlslter for oountrJr realalenoea -to be1Bgln6d. Ihe Dreeue on ilre oenal
Ls yery oomfortable euil refreahlng.

Three ullee froD tor]t ,e pasaed toll_
Iilli: ?;lffil .lir"lx3,Hi:T,H}
*I_lJter thi._s rs paeaeat aear Xtrlieru.yer; anal the proBpeot here ie ili_llghtfuli rhere- is'e vrei -oi- 

iietlye-r. for half a ulle, ana tfre Uaatiare besutlfuLty attorrrltt rltfr *rrutf,I
_ery anal florers. At 10 ,e paeaea ttreMlchlgan Brt.lse near pritlrurr[.iii
na(l. .a reDote but pretty vle:r' of[9]nt, PIeaBaDt, alistant aDout on€Itrtrer.enfl on the top of a beoutLfirlBacent. lhe country ia alellqhtfui
and. produotlve. lhe bluffa oonf,lnuea
?nd v9-ry -rerartable. Sfx uffJa-friiEorn the bottoEs on each Blde of thecanal are extenElye ana proeuotfv"-
anal the bluff8 here terutirat;:'-Eicii
p119" frolt to?a re p.saeat -srilf;l;
?I1SFe near the nootsy Rlpple of BoI_rq. lrpeatone, f,hioh roulal firrrLrh s
l!l"!l,tv of gooal butlallng atone, andror other purporea. re Boon reiotredBroad Rlpple, rhLoh ie oeuaeil by ioall rrtrof,a acroas f,hite Rlver r ttt-tle belor the nouilr of the o"""i-io
-turn the rater lnto tt. Tt;-;i.;-here 18 beautlful. Xere there ii-aEost oonfortable publlo trouae. firiby Mr. Earl, the enterprlslng ina i_tentlye orner of the boat. -Eere e
Tur-!e.r. _of_the oompany apeut the dryal.ellghtfully, end partooE of a rooidr.nnor and soEe fresh fleh; otiersof the oonpeqlr auuaea trr6ueefieiraDbllng on the bankE of the rlver.In the evening f,e returneil pleaeaut_Iy snd safely.

Ihett f,e pemlt our Dinda to revert
baok to the firBt BettleDent of thLscountry only about trenty Jre8ra.rhenthe country rea one ileire6 snal'rlldforeat, roaDeal Dy aavageB aril frequ_
enteat by rllit beasts inal eerrtenfr-
enal then refleot on the oir"ageirhlch haye taken plaoe rlthln-ao
ahort a perloil, re a}uogt fanoy our-
aelveB aDlilst a fai$r lanal. ft'furt!-
Lghes a Etrong argtruent for a,nilstrlktng Lllugtrctlon of the ailvaut-
egeB of Lutemel ,rproveDonts, arta
anal ama, enal sufflolently ileuonatr-ste8 the suDerlorLty of ntad. anil 6f
an lntelllg€nt people over Darbe,rlaanal lgnorenoe. I roulat hore loetraltly urge othens to Dfe e aLull.er
expealLtlon thLe hot reather. theyr11l flnd theneelvea auply renrileifor thelr tLne anil roney, init I rLllproElBe they f,LU be polltely aail
ooDfortably entertaLneal ty Ur. ilart.the elterprlrlng anil lnitefettgaDl6proprletor.

On6 of tne gggnlEy
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Search ing for the
(The Erle-ul.gft{gan f,anal ras one of
aeyeral oanal routes proposeil unaler
the Internal Improvementa Aot of
1836. It ras lnten.led for the Erle-
Mlclrigan to run from a polnt near
Fort trayne to Uichigan Clty. Money
ras spent, Bome rork ras done. The
Reservolr vas bullt at the place nor
knomr as Rone Clty; e feealer xas be-
guD rhlch xould oonnect the Reser-
volr rlth the canal llDe. f,ork ras
begun at the Sumlt level ln Green
Tornahlp, Iloble CountJr. Wl.th the
fai.lure of the Internel Irprovementa
Systen lD 1839, the l[lchlgan-Er1e
proJect ras abanaLoneat. Th1s much may
be leameil by stuitying the htgtorl-
oal reoords. )-T.l[.

Ye haal hearal rrrmors of parts of the
proposeal oal'al betreen the Wabash &
Erl.e Canal anal La.ke l(tchLgan hevLag
been excavateat before ,ork ras atop-
ped beoa,use of lack of fun(lr.

A history of l{oble Couaty publl8hed
fu LA92 gaye the proposeal route
through l{ob1e County as beglnnlng 1n
Sran Tornghlp 1n the Soutlr-EaBt oor-
ner of the County anal prooeeallng
through CreeD forDshlp to YorA and
Perry Tornshlps, anal lnto the ELk-
hart River ln Elklrart Tornehip. The
rlver ras to be stebllizeal rlth s
six foot dam at Roohester, (near rtret
ls aor Ligonl.er) and uaeal-ae a rater
f,ay. A alrm ,as to be bullt at lforth-
port on the llial.dle tr'ort of the Elk-
hart anrl a feealer ras to take thls
vater to the ualn canal. Some of
thls rork, e8peol&l1y the Reseryolr
rhich 1s nof, Elorn as Sylvan Lake,
raB te1I brorIl, but there tas also
mentlon of rork alone 1n Green Torn-
ship 1r plaoes uahorn.

I vrote to l[r. Eolcomb, the County
Historlar for l{oble County eppolated
by the fndiana E1storl.oal Soclety
and recleved I verJr arlft end grao-
ioue reply.

I quote tr(r. trolcorrb: nI have uever
gone to the ill.gg{ngs 1D Green Torn-
ship, but a group of Irlslnnen rere
rorklng there before the proJect
collepseal. If you rLLl go one nL1e
Iforth of Oreen Center, then gbout
ore ulle Eaat, people l1ving 1n the
area ooulal probably ahor you rhere
they dug. Eof,eYer, thatis a lorg
tlme ago, olal settlers dleal enaL net
people [ovetl 1n anil mey not knot or
csre about the eanal proJeot.i

wlth th16 lnfor.tlatlon (anil a nap of
AUen Coutlty,J ) 6on Ihottrsa anat I
starteal one aunny Dornlng on an e!-
peilltlon of anacovetT.

Erie- Mie higan Canal
by; Ben lleer

The atore keeper at Green Center in
Creen Tornshlp, (populatl,on about 1O)
hatl neYer heeral of the oanal, so xe
proceerl.etl. aocoratlng to ur" floloombts
alLrectlona. lhe nap shoteal a SlxmLt
IJake, anal thot aeeneal a gooal place
to atart asklDg slnoe oa[als antl
sumlta seem to be lnaeperable. ve
talkeal to I flahettan vho reenrt
havlng any luck &nal o frelndly cou-
ple rho tere planting thelr garalen
near the lake. No, they alldrrlt kIlot
about the canal, although they traal
heartl of a 'Canal Roattn ln the yici-
nity. Horeyer, a Mrs.Bonar tho liveil
tro roads South ntght bo altle to
help us. She could., antl tllil.r tre f,ere
dLreotetL West on County Roa.aL aloo S.
about a rnile to rhere xe founal the
cenal rork.

over the years lt haa[ been tleepeDeit
for use as a ilralnage tlltoh and
formed the heaat raters of BIue nlver.
Frankly, 1t lsnrt Euch to look at.
We talketl to seYeral of the Troyer
fam1ly rho orn the lantl along the
canal d.1toh to make oertd- n re hatl
the rlght plaae. It beglns ln Sect-
lon 14 of Greer Iornship, l(oble Cou-
nty, and ext'enata through Seotlon 23
on a North anal South iLlrection. The
xork seema to have been begun on the
property olr noad 400 E. orneal by
Jack !(ooonnel anal there are lndlc-
atlons founil by l[aconnel that there
ras a f,orts c4up ther€. He hsal founal
the remaLna of a tell end a latrlne
as rell aB broken a11ahe6, plpes, etc.

Everyone re talkeil. to ,as helpful
and lnteregtlng. Contlnuing our Jou-
rney lnto Alblon, re oDtaLneal Bome
lnfornatlon antl ooples of olat map5
from the Iribrerians ln the effiolent
Publlc IJlDrary on the Court Eouae
square. Robert Gagen, Eilltor of the
xeekly NOBLE COI,IITY aMERICAX ras es-
peclally helpful anil rag so lnterest-
eal that he becaue a rember of the
Canal Soclety of Inalana on the spot.

X'roE Alblon, re proceealetl to Rome
Clty anal l{orthport. Agaln I quote
l[r. Holcomb:tTike Inillana #9 ilorth
through Alblon to Us#{r, turn Eaat
on 6, a m1le or so to Brlrflelal, turn
North 1n Brlttrflelat at a Ib chlne shop
on North East corner, llorth a 6hort
allstanoe, then East to T-road, turn
ilorth anal go untll you cross a
Drlalge (over-Clock Creek) rhere the
roaal fortB to the East altal f,eat.
Taae the Eost fork, anal You are psa-
si.ng over the beat of the Feealer can-
&1. Foltot lt lnto noDe CitY an(l
onto Initlshs Sg, vhLoh peralt ele the
alao butlt for the reserrolr anal feeal-
er, Ihe d1rt froD the feealer rea
useat to oonstruot the dsJr.t
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The,story Ls tolal thot there rere
many Frertghren employed Ln the oon-structlon of the ala[, aa f,e1l aaIrlsh. The tro groups dft1 not get
along too rel1. lhe foreEan, trrancis
AYellne, xho later bullt tle fa,nous
Avellne f,otel 1n Fort traJme, dlyl.ateatthe crere up a.coor(tlng to iati.onal-l.ty auat put the Irlsh rho rere Rotan
Cathollos on the South end of the
alam. the tr'rench 6tayeal on the North-

llcaI Research. fe tut'neal here otto
the oyerpaea ani[ rer.t one Dloc* Ec6t.
On the Gorner 1a the Olil l{orthport
TaveItI, all that Lg left of the eer-
Iy YlLlage of ilorthport.

AU ilr all,re harl o very futereatlng
ttay of erplorBt1otl anal illaooverT.

(nrr next proJeot la to dlaoover the
route that tbe Erle-lliohLg8r Can8l
ras to traverse through the hLll8
anal l4kea of lloble Courrty. At leest
three ourveye rere uade for thls
can&I. tre t111 trJr to dLscuag them
1n another article.
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"Canal Wars" 1835
(Reettere slLI reooll the tf,o reprlnts
from the NEt YOBE DAUJY TRIBT}{E of
1866, tltleil: PRoCEEDINGS OF THE
MOBoCnACI OII IIIE YABASII CANAI and
OUIRAOE 0t{ IIIE V!3ASB & mIE CAI{AIr
thiotr appeareal ln Iasue No.1 of thiB
Journal. The follof,Lng Le a flret-
hanal aocount of another inolal.ent 1n
rhioh a potentlelly great tragedy
raa everted. by the oool herolem of
Canal ComlaeLoner Davlal Burr. ) TM

f,OI'SE OF RMRESMITATIYE8

DmFMRm 31, 1836
Reaal snal referreal to the Colmlttee

on CIalmB.

The Eotr. C.B. Snlth,
SpeBker of the Eouse of Represent-

atl.vea:
EreoutlYe Departmont,
IlinarapolLs, SOth Deo. 1835

Slr-
I lay before the Houae of Repre-

aerlte,t1yea the partloulara, ln rrl.t-
lug, of the lete riots upon the llne
of the f,aDa8h CaDaI, frloh rere firr-
alsheil at ny request, bJr oae of the
Canal Co@l8alonerg. f,lth thtB hlBt-
orJr I also subttrlt the o}slms of the
ootmandrnts, Captslns ldurray anil
Ilpton, rho at the heaal. of thelr
corapanles repalrod to the eoene of
alLaoraler Ln eupport of the olvil au-
thorlty and llberally aalvanoeal money
rnit provlelons for the aerrlce. It
rlll. be aeen that the Lsborers along
the l1ne 1n trhe aa{olrtlng oountLos,
hait oaBembleal l.n preparatlon for
battte, Daklng f,abagh CountY the
theatre of thelr rlotous ooniluct,
consequently that county f,oulal seen
to be-chargible rlth the etpena-e-o_f
the arresti anit proaecutLons rhlch
fo1lored. But as the ooourrenoo f,as
oue of an utrusuel klttat, grorlng out
of anat threatenLng the progress of
the rork ln rhioh the state 19 enga-
petl- 1t la bell.eveal the treasury of
f,noi couuty l.a uot Juatly ohargaDle
,tth the erpenae; ana it l.a recotm-
eniteal that tle oormLeel.onera appoln-
ted to aeaess ataltrages to Prlvate
DroDettv. or one of the trtrlal Cotills-
'sto;e"a-6e guthorlzoil to era[lne the
aufferert c1al.Ea anal allrect t'Irelr
pavne"t, so far .s f,oulal be rlglt,
out of the Canal tr\rnal.

ReaPeotfulLy,
!1. NOBITE

Intllanapolle, SOth Deo. 1836

His E cellenay No.h Noble,
dovernor of Inilteae

D€ar 81r-
In confonnity rLth your requeat 1!1

relatLou to the allsturbance a[ongst
tho Irloh labor€rs on the oanal, 1t
Ls proper to atate, thet EsnY per-
aong of the tto partlet Lnto rhloh
they are unfortunatoly illvldealnoort-
onlins and. Fardornsr' rtro hed. been
encaseil ln thoee blooaLy affrayt at
flftlansport in Uarylanal, anil st thenhiEh rocks on the Potr rci rithln
the-Iest tro years, haat ooue sinoe
septenber 1D | 34 to the trabaah enal
Erle Cana}, r1th, aB lt 18 saLtl,
nany of thelr }eatlera, ond of oourae
brought thelr anLmosltles f,tt'h theE.
AniI Frora thet tl.ne up to the 12th of
JuIy last, then the general rlot
toot plaoe, uanlfesteil theLr tll
rl,ll to each other by t0erciless Dea-
tin86 ou suoh of eaoh party as clren-
aeat to fall in the Pof,er of the
other. On a oonsiiterablo portion of
the }ltre there tas no Justioe of the
Doace 1n these nerly organlzeal coun-
Lles, and as theae fraYe vere oo!-
ftneil to the Irlslt alnost aloao, anil
to the leaat torthyr 85 suppoaeal,
monrst then. not DuGtr effort t8a
naile- truly, intl perhaps Goultl not
,ell haYe bCen neile bY the otvil au-
thority to eupprees thon. Thl.s exa6-
perateat oourse of hostllltleB oon-
ilnueil to Lnorease untLl Lt beoa,ue
uneafe for the![ t'o travel fron one
part of ttrc llne to the other, rlth-
6ut great precautlons for their eafe-
ty, anal prooeeileal to suoh an ertent
thet they rere nutually afraLil that
eaoh party tou}al have their oaDlns
burnt anaL ttielr lDDotee slaln ia the
nlEht; froD mutual feare anal for
safety they haC so hlred to the oon-
traotors that they haat about equally
Aiyltteil the lj.ne betteen the partLes.
?he Corkltren rorking on the upper
part, anal the SarAorns on the lorer
entl of the }lne. lhe beatlngs of
auoh as rere Gaught from amongst
thetr frientle lncreased to guoh a
ategree, anal the Partles beoo[e so
erasperateil, that about the 1st. of
July, a atetermlnatlon Deoane genenal
that oae or the oiher should leave
the llne, anal tto rorthleBs auongst
then by oarrylng threats of burnlnga
and nurder rhlch rere to be oo@ltt-
eil by fallrng oa the defenooless Ln
the nlght, so exolteil thelr feara
that they teft thelr housea or osb-
lns. Den, ronon, and ohllilrea, anil
hld- out in ttre rooale rlthout lltht
or flre to betray the Plaoea rhere
they rere, alril tho thola lltre arteal
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1n nllltary array, f,orklng generally
in the ttay tlne untll soDe laLle re-
port f,oultl get 1n ol,rculatlon, thst
the other party ras narohlng to
flght them, at ,htch tlres theY
roulal leaye their f,ork onaf hasten
rith great rapi.illty to the supposed
polnt of alanger.

tr'rom the 4th to the loth of JulY
these alarma rere conataDt anat agg-
ravateaf by the threats anal outragea
of the rorthless. The length of l1ne
occupLed by these belllgerent par-
ties raa nearlJr fiftY nl1es; 8nd on
the loth of July the partles hastlly
coltecteal, or rather left their f,ork
anal colmenced a ttrarch totaralg the
centre of the l1ne for a general
battle.
Tro da,ys before thls I reacheat thatpart of the llDe, bearat there raB to
be a turn-out, but auppoEeal l.t only
rumor wlthout founilatlon; aar seyer_al and tried to alLsauaale thern that
no such thlng roulit take trrlaoe. Onthe 10th, horever, oue of the Engln-
eers l.nforreal that el} the rorhen
on the lorer enrt of the liae iere
3r'meq ald n€,rching to the reputedbattle field. f net ther about-half
a mlIe froD my reald.ence 1n yery
orderly array, reII armed., anat not a
noisy or a drunken man aDongst them.
They rere forced, as they considereal,to fight in oraler to protect then-
selves and prevent thelr belDg slain
and thelr property bur.neal at nlght;
that the ciYil authorlty did not or
coulal not protect them; that their
fan1l1e8 coulal not stay ln thelr
shantees, haal to a1eel, 1n the rooals,
anal thelr had no reoourse left but a
battle; that the reaker party nl.ght
Ieave the llne; that they f,lsheil to
rork and reral.n peaoeable, coulal not,
but xould rether fLght falrly l.n
open alay than be subJeot to these
depreilatlons at nrght. On the agsur-
ance that oraler. ahoulal be restoreal
Enal that I rould. negooiete a BusperF
sion of hoEtllltl.es rl,th the other
party, I preYalleal on theB to ra,.t
until I ooulil Eee their belligerent
frlenals.

I then rent to t'he reputeal battle
fleld rLth three or four peraoaa
rhon I suppoaetl had lnfluence rLtlr
them, founil them fully preparealrrell
alLspoaeil Ln a strong n1lJ.tary postt-
lon, exceedlngly ex8sperateal anat haal
eotre allffloulty t,o aate those tho
rent rlth ne from belng kllleal. They
expreaseat the saBe feare of the
others, and after aome persuaelon
consenteal to appollrt persons to
agree on terta of peace tith the
Faralorns anat suapentl hoetlle operet-
ions unt1l the reault of the neet
lngs betreen the personB d6puteA to
negoclate the peaoe ooulal be ktlo'"n.
In the. Eean tlne the cltLzens st
Euntiugton hail Dooone exceedLngly
alarttreil at seelng thlB hostile array
of ao [an]r men 1n aIIa rith the aY-

ored lntentlon of meetlng in bettlerLth three or four hundred on a sliG
- the cl.vll authorlty coDpletely
Gontrolled, anal fearlng thelr lersoniand. property roulal not be eefe, eentto-Eort taJrne for olaL of the nilltl.a.
A CoDpanJr tmealletely raa co].lected
and ln a fer hours sent to theLrrellef; they cane to Euntlagtoa, theeltlzene haaL oollected. anil 6rgairlzeil
a.coDpany alBo. By thls t1ue, thecltlzeDs of IJagros beca,ne alairee;they eent to HuntlDgto! for th;
!]"*p" to come there an(l proteot
then anal elat the civil author-tty. So
aoon aa I leartleal thct the E1l1th
haat turneal out fi.ou 6O to 1OO ta
nuuber, f thought the force Eltoge-ther too snall to rto any good anon-gst Beven or elght hunalreit arDed. Eell:I ttrerefore aent to IJopnsport aDal
requeBteal thelr esslatance, vhio[
vas promptly renalered. The nlI,.tla
at Iragros, at Dy request, Earoheal to
Ulani.asport anal net the tro volu!-
teer coupanles from IJogensport analall @'rc&eal back to IJagros.

fro naglstratea anil an agsooLa,te
Judge f,ere oollecteal, and rLttrr the
aherlffs of Euntilrgton anil f,abash
Courtlea, al.d.eal by the mLll.tl.a, orr-
ested artaL cormlttetL elght of the
ringleaalera. Eavl.ng no Ja1l on the
canal llne rhlch raa conaldereal safe,
anal for renovlDg aleo the cauag of
oontentlon, theae nen rere sent unaler
a strong guarrl to IndLanopoli.s for
safe keeping, f,here tlrey rere cou-
fiubtl until libereteil by a rrLt of
habeea oorpua for aotre ,.nfortoll.ty
l.a the proceeal1ngs.

There xere more than 6oo arled. [en
of the Ir1Bh, anal I an sotiBfleal
th8t Do other course thatr . rhe one
pursueil roul(l haye been sufflclent
to lra,ve reatoreil oraler: by th16
pronpt moveuent, snil brlnging llr so
strong a boily of tneD, ln euch short
Cfue arreatlng the rJ.rgloaalera. Ihe
co@1asl.o!1ng of Justl,oes of the
peace anat organlzlng nr.Iltla coIrp-
anles at Xabash, Iragros, aaiL Eult-
lngton hos reatored, and. I trust,
1111 preaerYe order.

The Cormissl.olters, llessrB. Johnaott
anal Leris, rerd at Fort Xayne et the
tlme, anal I had not the benefi.t of
thelr aalvlce. Sp aoor as oraler raa
restoreal the Canal Eoard toot Dore
tteciileil stepB ln thelr regulatlon6
anit requlre.each coDtraotor to dig-
mlss any laborer rtro Esy engage 1n e
Drol.l anal glve hls nane to the erg-
lueerg thet he r8Y [ot be eElrloYeil
on the Ilne.

The rntlltla turneal out on tbe flrat
rnonentfs rarnlngi uan;r of the[ hap-
peneal onllr to be ln to,It and Earoheal-off rttUout 8rr1r preParatioa, ntat'-
ever. anat haal of neoessLty to Do
guoriled. rltb money anal provlslons
roi'ttrelr suDslatenoe. These rere
furarlshed by nanlr of the Gontraetora
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a-nat people on the llne. .Amongstthose rho ,ere at the greatesl ex-
Ienae, rere Captaln E. MurraJr, of
Huntington, f,ho toots comand 6i the
le_Epo_rary garrlson at Lagroa, assls-ted the clvLl authorlty- 1n- meklngthe arrests, and rJ.th hl,s corrani
nlarcheat the priaoners to Indlanalol-1s, and xas engaged. some three rietsln the eervlce.

C_oI. John speacer, of Fort lyayne,xho heatleal the rLlltla fron f,,ori
Ilayne, anal Cen. John lLpton, rho ras
actlve ln forrarallng the volunteer
companles from toganBport, aait paltl
a large portlotl of the erpenEes. Oneof the prLsonera rtro hett beeD 6ent
to Indianapolls, ras arresteal otr hiareturn to the caDal 1lne, convlcteal
anal sent to the peaetentLarJr; oa hl.s
f,ay there he eac8peal froD ilr. John-
sou, the.aherlff, rho offereal a re-
f,eral of $1OO, and paful lt, as I haye
und.er6tooat, forh,.s apprehenslon.
The county of trabash raa also atgreet extrrelse in sendlng the pnlson-ers.to Indlanapolls. other lersonson the ll.ne f,ere at uuoh eipenee,aleo, in money and provlBlorrs, as o!
courae ruBt have occurreal 1Ir a sual-
aten emergenoJr rhere the [en rere
oalled fro[ thelr hoBes rlthout the
leaet preparetlon rhateyer.

As thl.a e-pendlture rs8 ao obsolute-
Iy neoeseary for the preaeryatlon of

order, and ras the [ean6 of sovlng
ao Eany huran llves. Dreventlnc af,leaet 7o0 amed Enit htltfy exeef,er-
ated _lllen, fron fightfu:g-e pre-aeter_
lIlneal battle, anaL the -neaira of pre-yentlng a total suspensLon of r-ork
on the oanal rhlch Dru6t haye ensued
for the greater part 1f not all ofthe aeaaon aince Ju1y. It roulat beyer)r dealrable lnaleed if some pro-
Ylalon, by Iar, coulal be made to- re-
numerate those persons f,ho have been
at ao great expenae.

A part of the biUs of the money ex-
penctetl are ln the posession of the
Boaral of Canal Comlaslorera, endr11l be furnished you by 12 orilockthls tl,ay. But as they haye only a
amall part, the appointne[t of ioneperaon to hear and examine those
clalus, anal authorlze thelr payEeat,
1s respectfully augBested, anat theproprlety of selectiag one of the
Boaral of F\rntL ComLselonera, rho
from hevlng haal no part ln these
tranaactiona roulal Gonatitrlte en 1n-partlal trlbunal: aDd aa the mtterln questlon grev out of the opera-tlons 01 the oanal, anal they hivlng
the f'unds 1n thelr poseaslon roulal-
seem to polnt out the fLtness of
such appolntnenta anal renater 1t app-
arent.

Vlth great reepect,

The follof,lng Ilst ls a sllall ex-cerpt of the publlcatlons avalleble
f-ron the Allen County publlc lrlbrary.
T-hese are mostly reprlnts of porltlons of other publlcationsralthough
so!tre rere comlssloneal Dy the Irih-rary, the books ar€ generally Lnfor-
matlve, anal often entertalnlng. They
contaln nan-y reprlnts of lnterestlng
d.ocuments itrtctr are not generellf
avallable. There are nany more tl-
t'Ies svallaDle, but re have l.nclurled
onlJr those aLealllrg rlth canals anal
early traasportatlon.Theae l.tema may
be pu?chaBeal aLlr:.eotly fron the Allen
County PuDllc Irlbr.ary at 9OO teb8ter
Street in Fort tralrne.

Because the IJLbrary (loea not offer
these ltena by EeI.I, ,e are offerlng
them to the rteny read.era of filDIANA
trATERVAYS rho are unable to come to
Fort f,ayne.

Please l1st the books aleslred, total
prlce, and. edaf 25f per iteu for post-
age anal envelope.

Historical Publications

D. Burr

Send requesta to:
PAMPHLETS
c/o DANDE,TOI
1414 Broaatray
tr'ort Wayne, Indlana
46AO2

AMERTC.q'9 PToNEER RArrJnoaD 2ol
6nx7 t/4n 49pis, 9 lllust
Descrlbes builttlng of B&O RR. ca1g2?
Reprint of Chapt.11 ofrWhen Ra1l-
roads l{ere Nerr
by Cbarles tr'. Carter
Simons-BoarattraD pub. Co. 1926

BOAII{EN O}{ TUE VIBASE 1830 lol
5r'x8n 6pgs 2 ll}ust.
First appeared in II{DIANIpOIJfS NEWS
Dec. 27, 1883

CANTIJ BABGES & MIITROAD CANS zOI
5nx8n 21 pgs. ? illust.
ReprlntetL frorn Chapt. 11 of YOIIIG
armnlcA 1830*1840
by nobert E. nlegel
Pub. UnlY. of 0kLahona Presa 1949
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CAXA.I, CEI,EBAATIOilS rIY OIJD F'ORT WAYIiIE5nx8' 118 pgs. 14 lliusr r man 
--i67

Contenporery accounta of cefetiat--',-ons.of beglnnlng, openlng of firstsectlo!, conpletlon of Uabash & ErleCenal 1835-1843

CANAWIJERS D^)
5tx7t 39 pgs. 4 llluot. '"r

I"pI1l!-_91 chaprer 10 of EoDy,Boors& BRTTCIIES
by llarolaL Y. fhomreon
J.B.IJippencott Co: 1940

COUMERCIAT IfAIiIDERMS OF VATERtrAYS 1Od5'x7i 1? pgs. E itluBt.
Repr. of Chapt. 12 of
qalf4Ens & I{rLf,Ens II{ EAHrI Ii{E:BICA
by RlcharalsoD Wrlght
J.E.Lippencott & Co. 192?

DOmt-THEoEro AI{D l(rssrssrppr 2ol5"x8' 44pga. ? lllust,.
Repr. of Cahpt. A of
OX THE TMIIr OT THE PIO]IEERS
by John T. Farls
G.H.Dora,n Co. 1920 2

E4nIrI YaTERlrAYS AID POR1AGES toi"5nx8n 6 pgs
Repr. of Chept. E of
lEE TI,]R TNADE AilD EAM,Y ]rESTENI{
E)IPIJORATION
by Clarenoe A. VanalLyeer
Arthur H. Clark Co. 1929

ronT YAYrE II{ 1838 j.ol
5ix8t 22 pga.
origlnally publlsheal in DAWSOI{ rS
DAII,Y TII{ES
Aprll 18-21, 1860

FORT_WaYI|E, IHE Stm(rI 0ITY t}i'6"x8n 5pgs. 1 rnapLetter fron Jease L. wllllaDs toft. l{ayne Gazette Dec.5, 18Za

EOOSIENS START .[ RAI],ROAD 1O4
?lr8' 11 pg". 1 lrtuJi i ..p-'Story of the.lfer Albany & Saieu RR(rarer lIoItoN)
R9!I: of Chapt.g of TEE Sfony Or'
AJ{ERICAII ME,ROADS
by Stef,ert H. Bolbrook
Crorn Puba. fno. 194?

INDTAilAIS CAIYIIJ EERITAGE zNI
I"*8' E6 pgs. 5 ilIust. 2 De;'sRepr. of Chopt,s. lZ, l3., 14 C'16rro[ OI,D TOUPATES
by Alyfu, tr'. EBrlot
D. Appleton & Co 7.g?o

Tf,E IRISH IYAR ]:Od5nx8t 11 pge. g lllust. --r
IJetter fror Canal Coml.ssloner DayiatEurr, ales_crlblng vLolent uprfsfn! oiIrish }aborera on fabaah &- Erie Can_al, 1835

0rrr0 cat{Al,s 10/5nx8t 16 pgs. 1 map
Repr. from Chapt. 9- of
HISTORY Otr TRA}ISPOBTATIO}I III TEE UNI-

TM STATES BEEORE 1860
ett. by 8.H.tr[eyer
pub. Carnegle Institute of f,ashlng-ton 1,91r

TIIE OHIO CAI{AIS: PI'BI,IC E5EENPRISE
OI{ THE FROIITIER 1,O1.5nx8' _43 pge: B lIlust. 2 naps 

-'
Repr. froE Ohlo State nrcheolbgicel
& trl€torlcal euBrterly lierch, f942by Chester E. Flnn

Tf,E P-ATHXAI OF TEE IJ.ATES $I5'x8i 2O pge
nepr. 0f Chapter 1O of
?flE PATIIS OF II{LI}ID COrO(ERCE
by Chester B. Eulbert
IaIe Unly. Press 1920

PIOI(EEN TMNSPORTATIOIf II{ 
^rfFNIC.I, 

zod5tx8' 5? pgs. I lllust. -r
Repr. of Chapt. 1 of
Fr/orERs or oun rJosT nouAltcE
bY Charle.8 F. Lr'ffiLa
pub. Eoughton Ulfflln Co

PRDmVATJ MTTJRoADIT{G tol
6ix8n 12 pgs. 1 llluat.
ReprlDt of Chapt. 3 of
STONY OF 

^ME:RICAII 
NAII,ROADS

by Sterart trolbrook
Crorn Puba. Inc. 1947

TRAVU,ERSI DIPERIENCES TT TEE OIJDItonTBTEST rod
5nx8n 18 pge. 5 ltlust.
nepr. froD STAGECOACE & TAyERI{ T.A-IJES
OF Tf,E OIJD TORIETEST
by g.E.CoIe
Pub. Arthur Clart Co. 1930

A TRAVF]I,ERIS IUPRESSION Otr' INDI]ITAIII 1861 %d5nx8i 36 pgs. 4 lllust.
excerpts from THE f,lBAffi
by RlcharaL Beste
pub. 1855

vr.rr cAil.a-tJ tol
5nx8i 18 pgs. 2 lltust.
repr. of Chapter 38 fron A HfSTOny
OF TRAVEJ IIf .A.I{MICA
by Sey[our DuEbar
Pub: Bobbs-Merrl.u Co. 1916

urSAsH & ERrE CAt{Arr tol
by Rex l{. Potterf
5nx8n 1? pgs.
Pub. Fort Iayre Publlc Irlbrary 1970

IHE ITA3ASE TRADE ROT'TE IIf TEE DETE,-
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