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Society Plans Whitewater Tour
The Cana1 Soolety of Inatlana 1ap1annlnA an excuralon to the trhlte-vater Canal anat the reatored. canaltoxn of Metarrora, Ind.iana on the

f,eekenal of October 16th anrt l7th.
Detalls rere, at this yritlng, belng
vorked out, but here ia a teirt,atfvE
schealule:

Saturalay Afternoon: For aDbitiouBoutaloor-lovlng cenarlers, a hlke
from Laurel tr'eeater dart to Metanora,
alonq the torpath of the trhitevater
Cena1.
For non-hlkers; Vlslts to Hudttleston
House, and other hiatorls altes 1n
Connersvllle area.

satBrS?y Erenlng: Dlnner (protebly
at Hollday Inn) follored by a short
bueiness neetl,ng anal speaker to glve
us backgrounal otr the yhlterater d'anal
anal the lIhlterater Valley Area.

from: SKETCHES 0F

(We are grateful to Connle Wlck- oflafayette, for thls materlal)
I remernber my uncle, George C. trorth-ington, and John UtXnrgrrf,, ,ho atledrecently, at Veederaburg, built ascou on land that tras afterrarals
owned by my father. I ras very muchinterestetl in the construction ofthis boat and rhen they finlsheal itthey calleal in the neighbors to turn1t up-siale-alorn to calk the bottom;I watcheal the procesa rith great in-terest. r'hey calked it wlth hot tar
and some klnd of lint, ttlpping thelint lnto the hot tar Bnd drivlng itinto the cracks of the botton. I f,as
present vhen thla boat was launcheal
anal ratchetl them lay down the plank
and sliale the boet into the canal..IIr.Mcl(nlght hact a alaughter by the
nane of Aetney, rho noly llyes some-rhere ln Mlnnesota, and this boatI'as naneal the tAetneyn for Mr.Mc-
Itnight,rs d,aughter. So iar as I knor,this 1e the last boat bullt for uae
on the olal llabaah & Erie canal.

Sunalay Morning: ltalking-tour of his-toric Connersyllle ln late nornlng,
follonett by a traln rlde along thit
torpath of the Whltexater Canal to
ldetanora.
Free tlme 1n trletanora (Canalboat andGrlstmill tlckets incluated in tour
prlce )
Return by traln to Connersvllle. tre
may be able to stop at aome of thenore interestlng spots auch as thelaurel FeealerataD and sotre lock-sites
on the return trlp.

- A special naillng rlll be sent out(In fact, you may have alread.y rec-
leyeal lt by the tiDe you reaal thLs),givlng the flnal plana as reservat-
i-or? are confinreal, etc. tre hopethat rany of you rlll attenat. tie
Ithlteratervalley ls very plcturesque
and scenlc, especlally 1n the Fallof the year, vhen the follage isevery b1t a6 lovely as the iamous
Brovn County.
Come see for yourselfi We thlnt thatyourll agree.

THE WABASH VAttEY
by J.Wesley Uhlcker
Attica, IN 1916

The merchant boats rere nuch larger
than the scora and vere bullt ritii a
cabl.n on the back and a place on the
back of the cabln for t,he pllot to
stand aa he rorkeal the steering gear.
Uy father purchased a hoat of Dougtas
Trott; it waa callett the nlloosler
Boyn. In the spring of 1888, the men
of the neillhborhood east irf Attica
hltched. a team to this boat and lrent
to Covington to pay thelr taxes, and.
I went wlth them. Thls ,as ny ilrst
trip to the county seat. I rbmember
that my father talkeat rlth three nen
on thia trlp, one of rhom ras llomer
Sewell. John claacock ras teaching
in The Bentl school near the l{ebe"kei
place, and. Frank Glascock,a relattve
of h1s, nas ri.th us. {e stopt for a
short tire anal l.{r. Glascock xent to
the schoolhouae to ylslt wlth hls
relatlye.The other Dan ras llr. Ilaupt.
John Glascock ls Btlll lLvlng and

each of titese men looked exactly the
sarre to tle the last tire I sar them
aa they alld the fi.rst tlme.
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Ilomer serell, after I came to t@nhood''
t"."r" one oi my be6t frlendsrand we

oiien tafAea of our flrst meetlng' I
I[as not Yet ten Years of age and- xas
irail in'health' antt my fanlly- anil
itte doctors h;d conclu'le'l that r
coulal not weather the storr. Hor-

""""- o"i"* to the truthfulness of
ir," irra "d"g" 

that the gootl qi'
io""g, """" 

Ihen I was assure'l of a

rlpe olal age.

In the fall of that year I ma'te tro
trins to l,afayette trith ny father on
trrE^;lroo"i"" ioy.' on the first trip
*"-toot coritvootl and the entlrle nel-
ehborftooa had cordYood on that boat'
ii'*". bodv hickory and brot $Z'eo a

cora fn .Laiayette. A fe\r weeks }ater
i-iool ..ott,Lr trtp and we took pot-
atoes. The {eather was colcl' Iye cov-

"""4-ifr" Potatoes rlth strau and

".""n"4 
rifayette al-l rirJlt, ab-out

.i*-oi.fo.t in the evening. That
,iorri it r.or" and the next nornlng
i-fi"rot 1n gathering the frozen pot-

"toet'off 
tiie top oi.tyre cargo' The

men rorkeal Yery rapiclly to 8et -the
"oi"toet out of the boat before
iliifri."lurri flve otclock they fln-
isf;ee-unfoaaing anet we starte't back
;;;;;, once r5r fear that the caml
woultl freeze over. l{e got as far as
ii"u""ia., almlng to take the boat
io ,t.r" rhere Ignatz Pritscher live'l'
but there tras so much 1ce in the
canal ttrat we left the boat ln the
iwiAenater'"t Rlversi'aLe, about there
the Intlependence roa'l nor crosses
the canal. So far as I knov this tas
it " i""t triP taken bY a caml b9:t
to l,afayetLe. Soon after this the
..""f ""it dorn and ny father's boat
stood. for many years in the"'ideraLer
ai nive"tiae.- ire finalty tore it.to

"i""E" and used it in nakingl cribs
inrt bins about the barn'

It ls recoraLe.t in a history of Foun-
t"i" county Publisht in 1883 that
if," f""t toat io clear frortr Covington
i.. i"i"y"tie ras the nGootlman,n on
f,f o".-li, " f CZS. The last boat that
tlearea'thru from Locli to Toletl'o rai
il,"-irr"ti u"untuai, under conraand of
P""ia q;}rb, rhich toucht at Attica
October 26, 7872.

i{ear Flint there l[as rf,hat tras calle'l
rThe Aqueatuctr where Fllnt creek ran
und.er ihe carnl antt then there were
locks at Flint and at Attlca; 1n g-o-

iil-i" Covington we If,ent thru the
foEr.t *t atIi"., antt 1n going to
i"i"vuti" we *..L thru the locks at
Fii;t. The Attica lock was located
;;;;-;".k of where the o1'l' han'Lre
iactorY builaling no{ stands'

I remelnt)er very well of the boat
rrei.ne- 

-;iiietl int; these l-ocks and
[r,.'E*t,!= shut hack of them, and the
*"i"i: rruing turned ln fron above'

until the boats were raised from the
ievef of the water belor the lock to
it 

" 
leveL of the water aboYe the

ioct. In conlng the other waY theY
*o"iA f.t the gites donn fj'rst,flll
in"-io"t" sitii tater, run the boat
in. raise the lover Sates and let
tir-l, to"tt go dorn to the lower IeYeI'
The canal- ias levet from one lock to

""otfr"" 
anat the fall of the canal

was all taken uP in the locks'

I woulal stanat at the back of the
boat and uatch the fish srim fron
under it, and then there Yas a green
m"ss t,tral grev in Lhe canal in long
..., strinss. and as a hoy I enjoyetl
;;Ii, much iratching those strings
ftoating behinal the boat'

The town of niversiale vas named for
the Riversirte schoolhotrse, now known

""-tir. 
Fix schoolhouse. They used to

iilr"-- 
- 

"t,rr"."iption 
school there 1n

ihu trn-"", 6na rvhen the boats {oul't

"o*" 
,p or down the canal the teacher

"o"fA 
'f"t us chil'lren go-- to the

""""i ""a 
vatch then Pass' Thls was

a ereat treat for us an'l xe kept a

shirp look-out for the boats'

The farmers along the tater-vay
toulat haYe rafts rBde of two 1o€!a

i""ie"ua together' and v1th a poL-e

"".-.r"ia 
geI or tirese logs and' push

"""o"" 
the-caBl. Every fard ha'l a

raft.

In suraer the BDa]- toultl be full- of
i""". l"a turtles and' alxays full- of
*,aE"t-""a srlnfish' tith a few other

"""i"ti"=. 
Of aD evening one coul'l

*.ii" catch l.n a fel hours a large
;;iii 

-or ri=n- I used' to nearly
i"""':trr. farity in f ish in the
;;;i* and fall. The canal ran crose
#';i: Riversiae sctrool antl our prin-
Jir"i 

"oo"t 
in tinter ras skating on

ilI--ori".v surface' as quick as
school was alismissed for recess or
iJo"-.""ry pupil gatheretl his skates

"in"*itt 
Lr,'e ^ t""6t't" '*at for the

I"""i to skate ituring the short per-
Ioa-of .""t. In tlre suldner re boys
iiura- rrunt tne gravfllly fords and

tlathe ancl swln.

'Ilhile the canal had' its uses antl its
;;;;;";;; it trad its raults too' rhe
i,osoultoes werc a great Pest along
tfrfi saterway, an'I eYery faII one

.iritt ,itr, "gt'e. 
w" sere not as rerr

i,ii"'iliit;e "iu' tt'e mosolilo "ld ll"habits then as noY, and 
'tid 

not a[t-
;;;;;; ihe mraria' to hls blte' but

"iitt-itt" Passing of the caml the
rqalaria aira ague passed' from the
Wabash VaIIeY.

The canal company kept a dretLge an't

^^""nn-oi 
nen 

-wlth 1tr. rho worke'[.
coitiiuaffy dre'l'glng the canar- tro

Lapn ti deeD enough so that the
tI"[" co"fA irave] on lt' I became
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well acquainted with the family that,
operated the drealge and. spent many a
pleasant dny with the other tioys on
the dredge, vatching it dip trud fron
the bottom of the caml. The gooat
lady trhose husband. was the boss of
the itredge cooked for the hanats anal
when re boys santed to spenat the day
watchj-ng the trork she was very kind
to us. often she soulal have a soft
shell turtle out of rtlich she would
make soup and re rere yery fond oI'
this, Ifith fish anal turtle sorrp she
ron the affection of eyery lroy along
the canal.

As the lyabash Railroad inproveit the
canal grev less and less of sersice
until at Iast the bondhold.ers closed.
their mortgage anil ihe catral ras
so1{l in the tjnlLed States Circuit
Corrrt. The Fountain county rig.ht-of
rcay was purchased by Nebecker & ltcvan-
omy and they sold it to the ltabash
Ballroad companJr frm the torpath to
the Lor vater tBrk of the caml.
That portion of lt belot the lot Ya-
ter mrk ras sold. to the farters
along the raJr, rho flmlly cut the
banks antl let the tater out anat it
event,ually reyerted to fartt lanal.
l{hen they cut the ttid.eratert near

the Pritscher place, the famers in
Lhat, locallty took out tons of fi6h.

Abandoned Canals:

Indianars canals are a source of
nuch outd.oor fun anal acttl/lty. Ruin
hunting and. serious explori-ng are
best l.n early Sprln€i anatlate Fatl,
ffhen foliage is at a bare minimum.
Dut the lush gro{th that takes oyer
the canal beal by early June 1s no
reason to put away the cameras and.
picnic baskets. The Sprlng and. Surn-
mer nonths produce a beautiful, wiltl
mass of foliage that may impair ex-
plorj"ng, but certainly makes a great
settlng for hi.kes, picnics anat just
plaln enioying the out-doors.

This strikl-ng atisplay of native
plants has pleased and fascinated me
for all the years verve been canarl-
lng. At first, I ras puzzleat by the
wi{te variety of plants, especlally
rlld flo[ers, groving in such a con-
d.ensed area. Then I began realizing
that the actual composltion of the
canal bed producecl seyeral artlfi-
cial growing situations that nelcon-
ed a d.iverse range of plants not
nor:nally found near each other.
Spetrking as a plant tover, (not a
botanist), I roulil like to alescribe
sore of rhat yout1l flnd grorl-ng
there, and vhy, in hopes that yourll"3

A Special Habitat for Native Plants

llacl man known oI' the gasoline engine
the canal oould have been malntained
and. mad.e profitable for boats pro-
pelled by {!as engires, and the ,aos-
quito pest could have becn oyercome
with oi-I. I believe that th.ts rater-
way woill(l llave becn of valur: enolrgh
to the comnonwcalth 1n difflerent
ways to have justified its mai.nten-
ance,

TIle flLnt from the flint bar was
hauleat to iafayette for the improve-
nent of that cityrs streets on canal
boats from the opening of the canal
unt1l it went out of use. They vould
ofien gather boat loads of boulders
and haul then to Lal'ayette andAttica
to make gutLers for the streets.

There rvas a very d.ense undergrowth
in a swanp near Fl1nt; Henry nutler
ras tLriYing the horse on the tow
path that pulled a boat for my uncle
Janes Ifhicker. One evening lrhen they
passed Lhi,s sramp they heard a pan-
tter screaming, Henryts hair stood
on enal ancl he ord.ered. a halt, but my
uncl-e tolat hin to drive right on as
no one was in atanger but Henry him-
self, as the anLmal woultl elther
have to fly or swim to get the rest
of then. Henry obeyed and as the
panther probably was scared as baatly
as he was he is st1ll with us toalay
Lo verlfy this incident.

vritten & Illustratett by Julla l[ee[
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explore thls lovely, vllal treatl'or yourself.

_ _!t 9n the can&16 f,ere bullt (ln the1830rs-188O's), there ras a thorough 
-

clearlng of treea and Borub in ;hegeneral- area, follored by the atlg_glng of a shaltor, vlrle -ditch firthe channel. The soil was lrrerular(often loose and porous) anal" thechannel had to be facett rith clay toprglent- teaklng. The banks, eipeo_lally. the towpath, sere tulit frigtrand toppett rlth gravel to lnsuiestabllity anal gooat cLralnage. Fronthen until the mlat 18iors, Ihe canal
bett t'a8 malntalneal, antl tire surroun-
dlng area liaa mored. antt kept clearealfor cana,I traffLo. When the canalsfell lnto tllause, large portlons ofthe rLght-of-ray rere bought up byporer oompanles anal ra1I road compa-nlea, or useal for roaal bed. itfre
oleared lanal anal sollally bul].t tor-path rere a b1g heaal Btart for theaepartlcularbuilallng purposea. Muohof the remalnlng land was Bold. as
farm lantl, onaL the canal beal ltselfoften provldeaL, wlth llttle altera-
!lol, atralnage for surroundLngfields. These uees have kept Iong
stretches of canal 1lne untteveloped
?-rrd free of large trees, antt keptthe soll conatltions unchangerl. Eventhe shalLov ditch-shape remalns. Theorlglnally atlsturbeal. so11 conalitiona
probably qulte rapldly attracteat ayariety of plants, nostly perennlale
apreaal by see(l.e. Anat the abruptblentl of soll features inviteat a
unLque comblnation of neighboring
plants.

In the oanaL bed Ltself, the olayllnlng cr.eated nolst to wet cond.it-ions, welcotnlng {et-Ianat plants anatlor riyer-bank plsnts that l1ke a
lot of nater. Parts of the canal bedthat haye been altered for better
atrainage, anrl the inner alaLes of the
canal bank8 stlll retain qulte a bltof rltolsture, and. seem to be moat
favoreble to high rlver-bank plants
antt the ititch plants that need somemoisture. The tops of the banks andthe wlde torpath are usually lrery
sunny, well-tlraineal areaarand lnvlte
a }arge variety of haraty, grow-any-
where plants, inctuaLing miny ve knor
as prairle and pasture ?Iants. AnaL a
nunber of plants, rrsually rather un-
cereFonj"ously referreal to as vasteor wasteland plants, actually thriveln the limestone Aravel of the canalbanks, and even grow well anLat the
stone rulns.

An early anaL allstinctlve perennlal
plant to look for 1s the Ilorsetall
or Shave crass. Slnce lt ,11I gror
in any wet place antL f}ourlahes in avater-clay surroundLng, lt oftenfllls the canal Deal. It has a reealy,
barnboo-Ilke appearance. The tall,
thln atema are hollow anal rtttgeat,
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wlth tlny grey sheathes at the
Joints. The frult Ls 1n a oone-Ilke
splke on the enal of the atem. These
shoot8 appear early 1n the sprLng
anal qulckly d1e off, Boon to be re-
placed by a alump of stens, uaually
wlth naketl polnts.

one of the ahorlest spring bloous 1n
$et areas 1s the Wlld fris or BIue
FIag, Thls Iovely, familiar,blue-
purple florer (rell nameat after the
Ralnbow Godd.ess, Iris), has fleshy
creeping rootstock (rhizones), rether
than bulbs, as most oultlvateal var-
ieties aLo. It spreads ltself very
we.Ll in favorable groring condltlona.

Another crorder plant ln the oanal
bottom i.s the tall, spiked Cat Tail.
The perennlal plants energe ln Aprll
antt grow raplatly through t{ay. (one
of the earliest exploratlon follers)
It often Arows elght to flfteen feettal1,

The bane of anyone on foot 1s the
Great Stinglng Nettle. It is a atu1lgreen plant two to four feet high,rlth heart-shapeal leaves armed rithnearly lnyisible, yery lrrltatlng,
snall prickles. The flowers are tlny
and green in longrbranched clusters.The stlng of nettles uekes thispLant trorth knorlng 1n oraler toayoltl. An on-the-spot remetly, lf you
have to learn thls pfant th6 frai.a
Y?Y, - 1" rubblng the nettte Julceltself on the irritated area. " fheyoung shoots are har:nless, and are,1n fact, a tasty source of yitaruin Cwhen_preporeal and eaten as a green.
But froE JunE untll tne flrEt goodfrost-Look outi

Blue Vervaln 1e a ta}l, elegantplant that blooDs mldsumei. to Faff .This perennlal plant has 
"ever*istens-rlth coarse, serrateal leaves,

anal tlny purpllsh-blue florerg arr_ange(l 1n long erect splkes. It lsharaly and rlII gror moel anyrhere onthe bank-slales, but alnce- lt loveanaturally moiat ao1l, the largest
and shonleat blooms, often tw6 tofour feet hlgh, rlll be founal nearthe botton of the oanslbed.

footly Nlghtshade is a shrubbJr plantthat also thrlves 1n molst tanf} and.Ion, damp eolls. The base of theplant 1s sturaly anal covereal vlthaahy-green bark. The long, alenaler
branches stragglerand ritl-gror rnanyf9."t ln tength rhen aupp6rtect b;other plants. The sma1l i'iorer" arle?sy lo recognlze-$rall purple,
atar-shaped_blossons, rtth tntn- pro_truallng yellow centera, arr"nge.l in
l?"-"?r- atrooplng clustbrs. -f,ooaly
l{lghtshade b}ooma all ".lr-er, "rtprotluces suall berrles rhlch- ere
aleep real rhen rlpe. (These berrlesare polsonoue. )

t

f

.{
I

I



Bounelng Bet, or Soapvort, ls a per-
ennlal that tolerate8 ell aoila, analprefera aunny, atry, rell-atriineat
slopes. The erect BteEa, elght to
twelye lnches h1gh, have'long, ovel
Ieavea and clustera of plnk florersthat are flve-petaleat anat roughly
star-shapecl. The long lastlng flor-
ers bloom all sumer. The plsnt oon-
talns soep-Iike subatancea, and the
trame Bounclng Bet, 18 an olal fash-
loned nene for a rasherroman.

An lnterestLng canal plant 1a the
Great l,Iulleln. It ls b1ennial, theflrst yearts growth belng a roiette
of large leayea, s1x to ten lnches
long, tro to three 1ncheB aorosa,
covereal on both siales rlth a dense,furry mass of ha1r6. (This glvee thaleavea a very soft, velyety feel,
anat aubaequently one of 1ts uoat ani-
slng nLcknalles: fndlan Tollet-paper)
The folloring Sprlng, a solllary,
EnrcE ateD eDergea. The ateD, rhlch
grora three to flye feet hlgh; bearsa thlck,alensety croraleil floiei splkeusually a foot long. It le covereal
ylth yel1or, lrregular, cup-l1ke
bLosaoms rhlch open lrregularly
through the sumer.

one of the Dost prollflc canal per-
ennlala 1s Catnlp. It grors iell
anyvhere, thrlves 1n rell-d.ralneat
soLl, end spreaala rapldly. Its erect
branoheal stems are covered rlth
dovny, heart-ahapeal, serrated Ieavea.
The leaves have green tops anaL vhlte
bottoms, givlng the plant a aluaty,grey-greenappearance. lheflorers
appeBr from June throug! September.
They gror J.n short splkes of tlny
blosgoDa that are creamy whlte, alot-
teaL rlth purple. Belng of the ulntfamlly, the leayes enit a pleasant,
mlnty oalor rhen brulsed. XarrLng:
Cats deflnltely recog"tlze thls oator,

Bo Gat ornera are salvlaed to snip a
eprlg or tro to alietraot theLr pet,
to preserve olothea antl thelr skln.r

Wilal Raapberrles or Blackberries
Elso like a Eolat but rell-dralneat
ao1l, anal are, (lucky us, ) a very
hard.y canal perennlal. Thls shrubbyplant has serrated, heart-shapeal
leaves and ls covered t'lth stlckers.
It floyer ln lday and. June, anat pro-
duces luscious, d.eep purple berrLes
ln July. Blackberules love sunllght,
tto especlally rell Ln clay loaD, analqulckly take over lorge areaa of
oanaL bank.

A beautiful curloslty plant ls the
Teasel. Thls blennlal has a tall,
rlgirt prlckly Btem, large palrs of
leaves at the ba8erand. a oyllnaLrloal
florer heaal. They are, uDfortunateLy,
perhaps beat knorn as an accent ln
alrletl flover arrangementa. It ls un-
fortunate, becauae the blooD ls love-
ly anil the flof,er grorth is very ln-
tere8tlng. The florer heade are a
Ilass of setIi-stl.ff apLnes. Eech heaal
is encloseil by narror green Drecta
arlaLng 1n a rlng at the base of the
head anal folloring lts lLne. trhen
the heaal. flof,era, the tlny purple
florets shor in a rlng about half
ray dorn the heaalranal then spread
ln rlngs, rhlch move upf,ards and
dorntards slDultaneously.

TEflsEL

A yerJr popular plant la the Prairle
Cone-florer. It 1a a natlve of the
restern pralrles that haa spreaal
rap,.aUy through the Dltlrest. It 1s e
perennlel that l1ke8 aun, 1s alrought
realatant anal tolerates poor soll,
so re flnal it grorLng arazLly on the
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banks anal tor-path. Thls alalsy-type
florer has a brown, cone-shaped cen-
ter nhich is surrounded by yellow-
goklen petaLs arranged j-n raya. It
has coarse, alark green leaves, grows
tro to fouf feet hlgh ancl bloorng all
Sumer.

l{e find severa} klnats of thlstles
along the canal, slnce they thrtve
on alry banks, gravelly solls, and
limeatone. the tall brancheal stems,
tro to flve feet hlgh, antl the
coarae, dark green leaves are spiny,
and the flowers are a brush-Ilte
crlmson bloon. ?hey have a alellcate,
arreet fragrance, anal blootn through
July aniL AuAust.

Tlre most fragrant plant, I thtnk, ls
Challomlle. It grors tufts of leaves
ana[ florera up to a foot high. The
stems are freely branching, oovereal
rith threaal-Ilke leaves that glve
the whole plani a alellcate, feathery
appearance. The small flovers gror
solitary on long stems. They haYe
yellow centers antl a fringe of trhlte
petal. It is notetl for its sneet
scent of apples. (Chanomile, in
Greek, neans ground apples) lthen
hiklng, especially on a rarm sunny
day, the acent is a real treat.
Ch{inoalle 1s a perennlal that loves
dry, gravelly soll, anat apreatls r€.p-
itLly oYer the bart tops.

Toatlflax or lyllal snap Dragons pre-
fer alry soll too, especlally llne-
stone, and. apreaal quite rapittly. The
plant has geveral slender stems, not
too branchetl, .one to tro feet hlgh.
The stems are covered rlth rany long,
narro{ pale blue-green leaves. ?he

Our First Year
This, the slxth issue of INDIANA WAT-
ERWAYS, nrarka the flrst year of lts
publlcatlon. Itrs been an excltlng
yeari lots of rork anal lots of fun,
too. In the sumuer of 1981, xhen we
alecitleat to start this publlcatlon,
re thought that a magazine tlevoteal
to the hlstory of rater transportat-
ion 1n Inallana roulal be favorably
recleved, but ve 4id not knor for
certain. IIe aletennlneal to publlsh
the magazlne for one year, and then
to aleciaLe whether re rishetl to con-
tinue, on the basis of the lnterest
shorn by the public. I ara happy to
say that, after the first fer months,
the questlon has not eyen been brou-
ght up. The response has been quite
good; the Canal Society of Inttiana
has been nlaunched.n anal IImIANA lsAT-
FiRIfAYS has been made its offlcial
nensletter.

t[e are especielly gratef'ul to the
peisons rho have rrltten artlcles
and aent ln materl.al for publlcatlon,

stems holcl spikes of aholfy Yellof,
bloorus. The pale yellow florers are
shapeal ll-ke snap (lragons, but wlth
Iong spurs, antl the lover' Ilp of the
blossom 1s oranAe. Thls glves lt 1ts
p.opular nickname-Butter anal ltrggs.
This perenni-al. bloons late June to
October.

This is but a smaLl satlpling of
plants to look for anat enjoy' Dog
noses, Yarror, many Eembera of the
Sunflower or DaisY faml1Y, OYster
Plant, wilat grapes, and many natlve
grasses crot,al the canal, anit the.
Iist goes on and on. From the flrst
wa n ttays of Spring until the heavy
frosta, the canal lines are allve
with beautiful, interest'lng greenery.
The mixture of plant-Ilfe 1s fan-
tastic, anil the [11i[ f]onera, Sprlng
through Fall, are a speolal treat.
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of Publication
Wlthout them, the magazlne coulal not
.succeed. Ive ask our read.ers to con-
tinue senallng naterlal to us. The
yariety of sources 1s rhat keeps Il{D-
IANA WAImWAIS fresh and interestlng.

IIe feel that rerve nade a lot of pro-
greas slnce the first issue ln Octo-
ber, 1981. ImproYements haYe been
maale in leglbility of the type, qual-
ity of printlng, and the overall lay-
out anal design of the rork. 'lge hope
to continue nlth more such improve-
ments in the future. (At present,
our typesetting is belng done.on a
Yintage 1918 oliver TYPeuriter. )

AIl in a1l, ln splte of i.ts faults,
[e!re proud of our titt]e ttagazlne.
Iferve come a long nay in the first
year, and althotlgh rie have 'a raYs
to go yet', Ye'rs having a gooil tlne
of lt, antl hope that You are' al6o.

TM
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Jesse Lyneh Williams, Canal En$ineer

He ras born ln Stokes County, llorth
Carollna on May 6, 1807. In l{ay,
1814, his parenta movett to Clncinn-atl, Oh1o, alral then to flarren CountJr
0h1o. In 1819, they noved to traytte
County, Inall-ana.

In 1824, at the age of 17, f,illlamg
rorked as a roalnian on a Buryeylng
crer of the Ohio Engineerlng Corps,
then naklng a prelininary survey of
the ldiatni anal Erie Caral Detreen
Cl.nclnnatl anal uaumee Bay on Lake
Erie. In 1828, at age 27, he raa
appolntetl to make the flnal locatlon
of the Ohio Erie Canal section be-
tween Licking Sumit near ilerark,
0hlo and Chlllicothe,Ohio; antl later
he superylsett construction of a tllv-
ialon of the canal in the Scioto
YaIIey of Southern ohio.

He marrled Susan Crelghton of Ch111-
ocothe, Ohio, (the daughter of an
early Congressnan) ln 1891.

In 1832, WllliaEs ras eppoiDteaL by
the Boaral of Cormisaloners of the
Ifabash and Erle Canal as Chief Bngin-
eer to take charge of the location
and. constructlon of that canal. IIe
moyeal to I'ort Ilayne at that tjle.
In 1834, Wi11lams oyersar the suryey
lng of the line of the lvabash and
Erie Canal east of Fort WaJme anal
froD IraI'ayette to Terre Haute la
add';t.!on to the l{hitevater Canal and
others.

Unater the Internal Improyements Act
of 1836, Yillians ras eppointeat
Ch1ef Engineer of the State of Inal-
lana rith responsibillt1es coverlng
all of the proJecta approvetl unaler
that measure.

1807-1886

The Chief Enqlneeilas requlreal.to
visl"t the construotioR sltes an(l
thls requlred a great aleal of travel
mostly by horseback, 1n aalalltion to
long hours at the ttrawing-table. Ee
ras a merber of the Board of Inter-
nal Improvements from 18rto to 1842.
In 1842, a Legialative Comittee
from both Inttiana llouses, i-nvestiga-
teal sharges of {il}ians consplring
rith DaYid Burr to lay out canal
routes more faYorable to thelr orn
land speculatlon intereats than
those of the people of Inallana.
trl1liamsras conpletely exonerateal
of all chargea.

In February, 1854, he ras appointett
Chief Engineer of the Fort waJrne anal.
Chicago Railroaal (Iater the Pennsyl-
vania, nor Conrail. Ee serYeil on
the Boaral of Dlrectors of that ra1I-
roact at least until 1880.

In JuIy, 1864, Ullllans ras appolnt-
eat by Presiitent Lincoln a Govertfient
Director of the Union Pacifl.c Rall-
road and remaineat in that positi-on
untll 1869.

On January 19th, 1869, willians ras
appointetL Reclever ao the Granal
Rapials anal Inallana Rallroad and. sup-
ervised. 2OO niles of ita conatruc-
tion.

ln a842-43, Allen Eamilton and Jesse
L. Ifilllms bul-lt the CitY ulUs
Iocateat on the Vest sLd.e of Cllnton
street, 1n Fort \Yayne, llmealtately
North of the canal on lot ?5, orlg1.-
nal plat (nor Clinton & Superl.or,Str
corner). In 1843, the Eill comenced
runnlng. trlll1ans contlnueal Ln thl"s
business ,1th a auooeaslon of Part-
ners: P1lny floaglantl, Mr. Comstock,

7
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Chrls. Treaselt--unti.l erountl 187O,
when he, perhapa seelnE the future
of canal-vater poreretl m1}ls, re-
tlreal from that buainess.

lg1ll1arns raa e member of the orlgi-
nal Boar(l of Trusteea xhlch establl-
sheal Llnalenwootl Cemetery 1n 1859. He

rlas laial to rest in Linalenxooal in
1 886.

T. Meek
References:

T.B.Helm! A l!-&j-gll of Allen 9@I,Inatiana 188O

Paul Fatout:Inallana Canals

courae, I[as to allor the g@ boats
to use the entire canels system, in-
oluillng the raterraya of OhlorPenn-
sylvanla anat other etates. i Reaalerg
of INDIANA WATERWAYS rill note the
arti.cle on page 5 of the June, 1982
lssue rhich ls a reprint of a ners
artlole telllng of the constructlon
of tro nerI cana] boats at Utlca, Nqt
Iork, for uae on the Yabash & ErleJ
The route taken by these packets on
their trip West ls of more than cas-
ual lnterest, elnce the nost obvlous
route ,oulal be across Lake Erte to
Toletto. Hor the flat-rater oanal
barges may haye fareal on the treaoh-
erous raves of Lake Erle, onal the
extent of shlpment of goode over
that route 18 the subJect of preeent
researoh anal a forthoomLng article
1n INDIANA f,ATmWAYS. But I dlgress.

My aeoonA polnt 18 somerhat ttrore ob-
vloua, and. lt 18 that although one
nay be Dainly lntereated ln the can-
als of a partlcuLar reglon, the Amer-
i.Gan Ganals tendeat to functlon, Lf
not as a complete holerthen certalnly
as a aomethat dlsconnectetl ayatem,
anal therefore lt 1s misleaallng to out
off one seotion of thls eystem fron
the others.

The .E!uL&0AT PRIMm is paokeil rith
lnteresting snat useful infonmatlon,
,1th a positive f,eaIth of dLagrams
anal photographs. It iB attraotiYe
antt very lIell lalal out, and. 1s rell
worth the prloe. 

TM

-CANALB0AT PRIMEB:a Review
! CANALBOhT PnIilm

by the Staff of the Canal Muselnn
aval}able from3 Constance A. Euotla
The Canal Museuu Shop
Welghlook Bulltting
Erl,e Blyal. East
Syracuse, Ner Yor* 13202
37 pages, llttx.E l/zn
$4.95 at ehop; $6'.20 postpalat

Thle boot gl.yeB a survey of the
types of canalboata rhl.ch trayeleilthe Ganals of Ner York froD thelr
beglnnLngs ln 1817 through the clos-lng of the Erle Canal in 1918.
A general iLescrlption of the yarlous
klnd.s of oanalboats that rere builtfor the ller York canala 16 follof,eal
by a aletalleal look at tro tylres of
canalboats-the Ner York State Repalr
Scox anal the Iraker, Both the Con-atruction and launching of canal-boats are atlscuBseal in rofals anal
photographe.

Inolualed ln the pRIIr{FjR are atrarlngaof canalboat remalnB rhlch nor I1e
on the bottorn of the Flnger Lakee.
The ilravlnga rere msd.e by atl.vers ofthe Unalerrater Archaeology A8soclat-
1on of Elmlrarlter Xork antt ,ere pro-
aluoeaL alurl.ng the Caralboat Archaeo-
Iogl.oal l{€6d.s .0.saesrent anaL Looat,Lon
survey (c.a.N.A.L.s. ) funateal unater
the Natlonat Hlsto!.io preaervatlon
.&ct of 1966.

The book olso contalna atatl"atlcel
tables from trhLtforilrs trlstory of
the Canal SyBteD of the St,ate -f-Nef,
%ig-Cffi sf, -Trna-Triltfr e=-qlnf,r?iff
PRIMB oontalns sn extellenf,Tffio]
graphy rhlch l1ats muoh helpfirl
lnforuatlon for further stud.y.

Ihy roulat anyone llvlng 1n Inallana
rant to pey $e.zo for a Dook about
Nef, York canal boate?

Fj,rst, exoept 1n falrly rare 1nsten-
ce8, auch aa the early l[01116 Canal,
the slzee of the canals anaL thelr
boa,ta rere qulte uniforu, at least
tluring the perioil of the conatruo-
tlon of Intllanars canals. Intteed.rthe
allmenslons of the trabaah anal Erle
Canal rere flxeal at the s1.ze of the
orlglnal Erie Canal (The prlsn belng
40 feet r,.de at the vaterllne, and.
28 feet rlale at the bottom, tlth
four feet of rater). The lalea, of

Palent drawint for @Btuction of @mlb@e @ imprcw slabrlilr.
tijngdon & W6 lD & H CiMII lrcn N.Y.S. Histottul As@iotion-

(from:A CANAlrBoAI PRIum l/2 sj.ze.
Also, rl8ny flne photographe)
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