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The CANAL SOGIETT o* INDIANA
At 6:30 p.lr{. on May ?2, 1982, inthe Frank Freimann hoor at- the Ailen

County-Fort Wayne Historicat Societyat 3O2 East Berry Street ln ForL
I{alme, a neeting xill begin rhosepurpose y1II be to organize the
Canal Society of Inttiana. Because
nobody yet knoxs rtlo anal hof, manypeople rill come, there is no ray oi
knoving i.ts exact naturerbut a Canal
S-oclety is expecteat to'emerge fromthat neetlng.

We ere sure that 1t rlll be a verynice Canal Soclety; conslal.erlng thesort of people rho are lnterested 1aits fornatlon, lt woulat have to be.But the question here is: nlfhat doyou alo rlth one, once you have lt?
There are Iots of posalbllitles,

anat, _hopefully, everyone has a slightly alifferent Lalea of the forrn endfunctions of a Canal Society. Theactiyities ln rhlch the Soclilty act-ual1y engages ritt be deterrulned, ofcourse, entirely by tts membera andthe types of rork they xish to alo.For that reason, re are going topose some of the posslbilitles vhlchre have thought of, or rhleh have
been suggested by others.

Although perhaps not the most imp-ortant function, the flrst use ofthe Canal Society rill probably be
aa a means for people rho share thisinterest to get to knox each other.

The tno nost important functlons
for a Canal Society, as I see 1t,
are Ealucstlon and. preservatlon. Atlesire to learan Eore about Indi-anats
cansls is the one thlng which I amsertaln re all sharle. Through the
Canal Society, re can share rhat xelearn and perhaps learn the anarersto questiona re never f,oulal haye
asked otherri.se.

Since preservatlon l-s iEpossi.Dle
for such vast artLfacts as the oanalruins xhlle they rem,tn virtually
unknorn to the general publlc, pres-
ervatlon and Ealucatlon nust f,alk
hand in hantt. Conpitatlon anaL publl-
cation of maps shorlng the canalsroultt be a very gooal. proJect, slnce
an accurate anal aletalled llap of Ind-
iana s canals has not, to our knowl-
edge, been published 1n thls century.
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Ilere are some other i-deas:

A progratr to get canal sitea on
the Indlana Reglster of Historic
Places and. the llational }teglater
roulal be yery helpful and roulal cer-
tainly aid both in Education and
Preservation.

lhe Society could serve to supDort
and encourage the establlahment of
canal parks, such as the ner Peters-
Revington qabash & Erie Canal Park
in Delphi, or the long-establisheat
trerr Irock Park in lJagro.

Society members could engage in an
exploration of the canals as they
are toalay and atterpt to plot the
exact locations of the allscreet fea-
tures of the canals, such as locks,
culverta, etc. and to document their
present contlitlon.

Tours, of course, can be very ealu-
cational, antl a lot of fun, whlch
are the reasons rhy the first acti-
Yity of the Canal Society will be a
I{abash & Erie Canal Tour on May 23rd.
If enoug} lnterest is ahorn, other
tours could. be arrangeal.

There are a great many documents
relating to the canals rhich are
scattered about the State i.n both
Pubtic libraries and historical Ass-
ociationsr archives, Since it is
a comon practice for obsolete County
recorats to be tlonateat to anal accep-
tetl by County historical assocla-
tions, who often laok a fulL-tl-[e
librarian or Regiatrar, Dany of
these docunents have not yet been
cataloguerl. Because the priorities
of historical associations are stron-
gly influencetl by Tlublic interest in
speclfic areas, the society can en-
courage the catatogueing of papers
and d.ocuments relating to the canals.

An ambitious pro.rect, but one en-
tirely feasabl-e lf anyone has the
necessary time antl energy, f,oultl be
to corpiLe a listing of prtmry aloc-
umentary nnaterial and the locatlons
rhere it can be founal. this rould be
of tremendous help to historlcal
scholare, slnce no such index exists
at present.

A similar lntlex of photographs
shoring Indianars camls vould also
be useful, but far better roulal be



the publlcation of a book of photo-
graphs. Publication of old photogra-
phs, besides proYltllng a lot of en-
Joyment, is an excellent reans of
preserving the images, partlY be-
cause it increases the oalds of sur-
vival- to have many coples i-n exist-
ence, but also because, if tlootl
quality paper is useal, the prl"ntett
picture is physj.cally anat chemical-
ly Eore stable that the origlnal
photograph ltself.

Because of lilnlteil. purchasing bud-
gets anat simple lack of awareness by
librarlans, some of our public lib-
raries are deficient in booka about
canals in general, esPecla}lY the
publications of recent years. rJibrar
ians could. be mad.e ovare of {hat 1s
available. often, an expression of
interest ln a subJect is all that is
needeat for a llbrary to aatal perti-
nent volumes. The socl.ety couIal, if
rescources are avallable, mke d.ona-
tions of books to libraries, or lntt-
ivlttual members coulal be encouraged
to do the same.

CANAL

Historical Sit,e Ivlarkers are ano-
ther very effective eatucational tool-
These can either'be suggesteaL to Io-
ca1 history organizations or erectetl
by the Canal Society.

The establlshment anal raintenance
of hiklng anat blcycle trails along
the towfaths of Ganals is another
Eood }ong - range ProJeGt, but one
;hich xoutd require a certai-n com-
mlttment of time blr our DeEbersr es-
pecial-ly the maintenance Part:

well, those are a few laleas rhlch
we antl irttters have haal. Letrs hear
yours. lfe hope that you rill attelil
ihe organizatlonal neeting on M*y 22'
share your iiLeas rith the rest of us'
anat hapefullY volunteer to help
carry then out. But if You oannot
come to the meetlng, ve ask that You
f,rite to us and. Iet us knov rhat You
think the Can8l society of Inaliana
should be tloin8.
This ls Your Soclety, so it is uP to
YOU.I

SOCIETY

STEAII OlI TIIE CANAI,

'tlf any doubts have been entertalned
ae to the practlcabllitJr of navlgat-
1ng the llabash & Erie Canal ln thls
stite with steam canal boats, they
coulat have been easily rernovetl by
seeing the ease anal speeat rlth vhlch
Capt.- Sabln, of the canBl boat
nunion,n with 1713 bushels of corn
on boaraf, torlng the nWatemran,n
rith 1911 bushels of rheat, anal the
rtrlatlld.a,nwlth 1805 buahels of corn,
passetl through the canal. These
boats were all loaaleal at PerrysYlll-e
in this State laz lrlles from the
state line, anaL bounal for Toleal'o.

Last winter, Captaln Sabln placeal 1n
the rrUnion' one of the Welch, Ire-
Ianal & corb (of Chilllcothe, 0hio)
canal boat englnes anal propellers'
and. rlth thls boat loaaletl as above
stateal anat towlng the other boats,
has mad.e as gooal the as can be mad.e
[ith a slngle boat rith the same
1oad. by a team of mules or horses.
He loses some little tlme Passlng

locks rith hls three boatsrbut [af,es
1t up by an lnoreased. speeal on long
levels. In the rialer anal aleeper can-
a1 from here to foletlo, he can make
better tl,me and carrY much larger
Ioaats. He woulal have taken fron, here
thls norning 2OO barrels of flour in
aaldition 1f he coulal have obtaineal
l-t. Captaln Sabln has made several
triDs and has glven assurance in aa-
ving time anal Eaklng ,troney, that
steam on the canal ls no longer a
theory but a perfect success. The
Unlon ras an oltt canal boat antt of
course not oonstructett rLth a proper
reqard to use for an engine antl pro-
peller, but f,lth all the allsatlvant-
iges sire has oonvlnced the doubtlng
tEat the Indl"ara oanal l.s large
enough anil aleep enough for proflt-
able steam navlgatlon. Irportant
changee anal results ln canal navlga-
tlon-nust ensue from the use of
these engines and Propellers.

FORT WAYNE IfFIE.K'],Y SENTIT{EL
JuIy 5, 1862

Of INDIANA
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TAUGHERY GREEK

Laughery Creek emptlea j.nto the
Ohlo River Just to the trest of
Aurora, Inrliana; ?he creek, knorn
for its ttrlles of trlats and. turars,
ras navlgable at oertain tfues of
the year. Obvioualy, it lacketl the
aalvantages of a GarEl rhich ras
usually bullt l.n the str.alghtest
Iine betveen tro places. As a rater-
ray for the early pioneer, Laughery
Creek ali.d proviale one reana of trans-
portation, anal timber ras plentiful
anal readlly avallable for the bulld-
ing of boats and barges to be usett
upon the creek.

If the ploneer ras fualustrloua a,nd
hard.-rorklng, and. haaL a bl.t of luct,
he rlght haye some extra thLngs to
sell; and. Ln oraler to get to [arket,
he ha4 to go by elther lanal or rater.
An intereating Clrcuit Court caaein Rlpley Couaty, Inallana reyeals one
of the problems of early tranaport-
ation by vater.

Jesse Blue, ln December \A25,
bought land in Brorn Trp. lylng
al-ong the banks of Laughery Creek,
Just above the area that, today, li
knonn as Friendshlp. The Ripley
CountJr 1830 cenaus ahors him to haye
been betf,een 40-50, having an ailultfemale and five children in the
householal. In October, 1829, he solat
his land. In this same rronth, he rag
represented in Ripley CountJr Court
by attorneys fallace anal Test, in asult brought agal-nst Ulchael Fall of
Ripley Courty. Usrs. Craig anil Stey-
ens represent,ed Fall.

It I[aa brought out 1n Court that
Jesse Blue) in April 1829, vas the
orner of a flatbotton boat in Laugh-
ery Creek, Rlpley County, trenty
niles frou the mouth of the creek.
The boat ras loaateal xith corn and.
lumber, yalued at $5OO, atesj.gne(t for
the Ner Orleana mrket. The boat ras
reaaly to start atom the creek, the
creek being higlr enouCih from theaprlng rains to enable the boat to
pass dom i.t vith eaae anal safety
under the care of a skll1ful pllot,
Blue hi[self havlng procured a suf-
ficient number of allle-boatied hanals
to go ri-th hin.

by Ann \tt* Gibbs Holton, lnd.

Jesse Blue vas unacquainteal f,1th
the naylgatlon of the creek. llichael
Fall ras a atependable anil able pllot
and. ras acqualnteal rith the creek
from its nouth up to rhere Blue had
hi.g boat tieal up. It alao happeneal
that Mlchael FalL haal. a boat of h1s
orn that ras loaaled antl reatllr to go.
Bluets lax-yers stateal that I'a1l
agreeal anal prorlsetl to take Bluers
boat ilorn to the mouth of the creek
proyl.aleaL that Blue!s hanals roultl
assist FalI in taklng Fall I s boat
dom, and that they rould 1meat1-
ately return anal take Btuers boat
alorn to the mouth of the creek.

- Fall, 1t ras argueal, atial not keephia promlse. BIue Eaa left raitln!at the place rtrere hla orn boat rai
tl.ed up, anal theD it became too lateto get another pilot becauae thef,ater had. gone dom so lor. The boat
sunk. BIue lost the entlre loaal. Itras further argueal that l"f Fall hail
returned, aa promised, there rouldstiLl have been enouEh xater.

Thls case ,as entereal in the
clerkrs offlce 1n September 18?9,
and heartl in october 1829. The Jualge,after hearing all the statements,
rulerl that there ras lnsufflcient
alata to maintain action, antl that
Jesse BIue ;as to pay the costs.
Ilowever, the case aliil not enal there,
because a further entry ahovs that

1n tr{ay 1830, the State Supreme Court
ruletL that the Jualgement of the Rlpley
County Clrcult Court be reyersed. at
the cost of the alefenalant, anal the
cause ras reDandeal to the Clrcult
Court. Before an October 1E3O Jury,Michael FaIl saltt that he had made
no such proml.se as ras stateal by
Blue. ?he Jury alecldeal 1n favor of
the alefenalant, and Blue Ilas oralereal
to pay costs. IYe are left to ronder
about Just ,hen Jesse Blue left nip-
ley County, but his name does not
appear in further record.s.

fror: Record Book B Circuit Court,
Ripley Co. Intl. pp 51-57
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ber, 1964, pp. 305-322 )
Contains an account of oorrnerclal

flatboat bulltung as lt ras tlone ln
the 183ors antt 184Ors vrltten by
John Calyin Gilkeson-Edltetl by Don-
alit I'. Cannony, Lll-ustrateal xlth sev
eral fine teohnleal alrawlngs by San
tr. Stope.

Contains aliary of Theotlore Atrrl-
tage, alescrlblng a trlp on a flatboat
fron Pittsburg, Carroll County, Intt.
to New orl.eans March 13th-Apri124th,
la47

nFlatboats' by T.II.necortts Inal. Mag.
of Hlst. ial. 42, Psp. 1946

Discusses constructlon, operatlon
of fl-atboats, as lIell as their func-
tion in pioneer transportation sJrs-
tem and some lnformation on social
anat cultural effects of backvoods
Inali-ana to Neri Orleans trafflc.

"Pioneer llistorJ-elf l4{!34q1 by col.
@dclty,
Inctlana

Chapter 2O, pp.5O8-51O contalns a
brief but packeal account of construc-
tlon anal use of flatboats.

UPDATE
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As of April 1st. our slrbacrlptlon
circulation has hlt 141. IYe are very
pleaseal {1th thls responae.

Itrfonnatlon on the Canal Weekenal
of May 22nil. & 23ral.. vhich 1s belng
co-sponsored by the Canal Society of
IntLiina and the Allen County-Fort'
Ifayne gistorical Soclety has been
aent to those on our rnalling list
and xe are hoplng for a gootl turnout.
If you are lnterested. ln tbe tour

and have not recleveal an appli-catlon'
please ss11 (219) 426-'556 or (219)
S+Z-SSIZ for Goples. Early regls-
tratlon ,.s d.eslrable' as 1t assures
you of gettlng a seat anal Dakea our
pfannf-ng conslalerably easler. Deaal-
itne foi tour reglstration t.s l{ay 11.

On the evening of t{ay 22nd. the
Canal Society of Inallana 1111 be l.n-
auguratetl anil all subscrlbers to -Ig-
tliina f,aterrays v1ll beooDe charter
melobers in the soclety.

In our first lssue, of Ootober,
1981, re rentloned our hopes that
Inrttina tlaterrays roulal help to in-
Eiease-trre arareness of anal Lnterest
1n the history of rater transporta-
tion 1n Inati,ana. It has been, anal
,111 continue to be our goal to act
aa an organ of conununlcatlon betreen
persons iho are lnterested in Indl-
anars hlstory.

I{e shall contlnue to oover aa I'lde
a varlety of subJects as Possible.
l{e ask for reattei lnput: suggestlons
iateas, questlons anat requests. 19
have 6een very pleaseal tlth the artl-

cles we'Te recleved from our leatlers
"rrA 

ftopu to get many nore. Inctlana
Uatertiys xill functio" -1tt!-1:.:1best aa an
ffis;iifi cotmunlcatlon - PY. tha:1lc
trr8rfeage of waterway hlstorY frou
rr,; "rElre state. Geographlcoll1lthe en state. 

-Geographlcoll]r

it i" ir a large area to cover, and

there are many lnterestlng and lit-
tle-knovnfacta throughout Inili.ana
that are lntLeetl of lnterest to canal
enthusiaats.

Artlcles of 1ocaI hlstory are
often of ltrore than local lnterest.
An accompanylng aource-llst or blbl1
ography Is valuable as a guLtle for
further reaaling, and provltles alocu-
mentatlon of Your research.

Ol,at oanal-relatetl ners ltems are
enJoyable anal very lnforuatlve. If
you l1ke llbrarlea, lnterestlng
ltems can often be unearthed from
old. nerspaper fi1e8. Please be sure
to lncluaLe the name of the nevspaper,
tol[n antl date.

Oltt tlrarlngs antl oltl photographs
are alao prizes to unearth and can
be EIX useful to research.

If you have a Particular interest,
,e hope that You rill f,rlte an art-
icle inet share l.t f,1th us. If You
have exploreat the ruins of the can-
als and. have Eade some lnterestlng
finds, te hope that You r1l1 share
these- alao. If You come across
some 'lnterestlng bits of olal news,
tre hope that you rlll copy them anal
send lhem 1n. Thls 13 Egr nerBlet-
ter. Please feel free to use lt.

I- v. staff



The tleslgn shown below ls the logo
of the Carroll County Wabash & Erie
Canal, Inc., and. has served aa the
deslgn for belt buckles belng sold
in order to ralse funata for the ttev-
elopment of the Wabash & Erle Canal

park ln Delphi, Intliana. The buckles,
hanalsomely cast 1n. perter, can be
obtained by senating $S.OO eactr to:
Carroll Co. llabash & Erle Canal, Inc.
P.O.Box 255
Delphi, Indiana 46923

DtLPHI' II{D
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AN AWAKENING

n1he Wabash and. Erie Canal ttleal 1n
1881, rhen the alam at Pittsburg ras
tlestroyeal. Ifhat once moveal people
and supplies into an area full of
unspoiletl lantl has since become a
crawling channel for msting cars,
rotting tilubers, and garbage. Ithat
we propose is not .iust another park,
but rather an avakening of the past-
With attention given to the cahal
and. several other sltes, Delphi anal
aII of Carroll County has the poten-
tial of becoming one of Indlanars
nost hlstorically slgniflcant areasr.
(excerpt from an appeal by the Car-
roll Co. rf&E Canal Assoc. )

Progress on the Peters-nevlngton
Ilabash & Erie Canal Park in Delphi,
Inaliana continues, thanks to the
efforts of Lts many supporters. Just
before this lssue rent to press, ve
recleyed a call from Dennls Mccouch,
the current heaal of the organlzation,
trho haal some yery gooal news:

A log cabin, f,hich was ilonateat by
the fanily of the late Chester Cuns,
I'ho liyetl near f,'lora, Ind. has been
successfully moved to the park site,
thanks to the sk1ll of llelvey Movers
of FLora. Uovl.ng costs are belng
paitt bf the Deer Creek Twp. Atlvisory
Boarat, anal adalltlonal donatlons of
time, money anal labor have been maale
torartl gratllng the site, concrete
blocka for the founalations, and re-
palrs to the roof antl lnterlor of
the atructure. Much vork remalna to
be d.one, horever, and further alona-
tions of tire, materlaLs, anal money
are being sol-icited.
ghat re are ,atchlng l-s the process

of fruiti.on of a proJect rhlch has
been a long tlme ln the maklng,
vhose most important ingreali-ent haa
been the attituate of nsticklng to 1t
until the Job is aloner. Thls ettl-
tude has served the people of Delphl
vell, anal 1t is an inspiratlon to
the rest of us. Readers are encour-
ageal to contribute time, materlalg
or money to this very f,orthvhlle
proJ ect.

-I.8. staff



GA NAt -REIATED ORGANIZATIONS

The follorlng l1st f,as prepareal
Jointly by Btl] ?rout and. Bi.lI Shank
of the American Canal Soclety, 1n
February, 1982. They ask that adaltt-
lons and corrections be sent to:

Dr. trilliau E. Trout, III
1932 Cinco Robles Drive
Duarte, California
91010

We find the .threrican Canal Soci.ety
an excelrent source of varied canal
lnforuation, and. re hope thls compre-
hensive llst of organlzatlons & thelr
functlons are of lnterest & future
use to our readers.

AIJJB{ COI'ilTY-FORT qAYNE HISTONIC,qI,
SoCIETY - Canal museuttr, Canal publ1-
catlons, 302 East Berry Street, Fort
Wayne, IndlayB 48802
ALIJEGIIEIiTY PORTAEE NAIIROAD NATIONAI
EIS?ORIC SITE - Carat museum, re-
storeal l.ncllneal plane, oanal pub11-
cations, P.0. Box 247, Cresson, penn-
sylvania 16630
AUERICAN CANAJ, & TMI{SPORTATIOil CM{-;
canal, railroad anal hlghway books
8O9 Rathton Road., York, pA 1?4Og
AIT,IERICAN CAIiAIJ & TMNSPOBTATIO!$ CEX-

books P. O. Box 31O, Shepherdstovn,
Uest Virginia 25il,43

q4N4I soqIEXY=oE oHIo - 'rorpa,ths',fieltl trlps, 6363 cranaMstA Avenue
CincinDatl, Ohio 45213
CA$ASTOTA CANAI TOI{N - Museun, Canal
restoratlon, 122 Ca}3al Street, Cana-
stota, Ner York 13032
QANROI,]J qqU{TY IYABASII & MIE CANAI],

;
P.o.Box 255, Delphl, Inrtlana 46923
CEilTM FON CANAJJ IIISTONY AIfD TMH
N0],0GY - Conttucts SJmposluns, pub-
lishes papera on same 2OO South Del-
arare Drive, P.O.Box 8?7, Easton,
Pennsylvania 18O42

ouse,
915

COMMITTEF]
uanal restoratlon, If7 llaln street,
Freemansburg, Pennaylyani.a 18O17

S0CIETY - Nersletter, Canal museum,
3OO Ohioville Roaal, l{ew Paltz, Nef,
York 12561

- "Mainrg, Pennsyl-

FAR}dINGTOII CANAI CONRIDOR ASSOCIATION
P.0.Box 24, Plainville,Conn. 0A062
FORT IIUIITER CA}{A], S0CIEf,Y - f,'ort
@

HUGH MOORE PARtr - Canal museum, ca-
nal library, canal boat rld.es, canal
books, 2Oo Squth Delaware Drive, Box
877, Easton, ?ennsylvania 1tlo42
II,IJINOIS & MICIIIGAN CANAI MUSEI'M
Newaletter, 8O3 South State Street,
Lockport, Illinois 60441
II'JINOIS & MICHIGAN OANAI TOUNDA?IOI{
3O2 lJiberty Street, Uorrls, IL 60450
IIIINOIS CANAI SOCIETY - 1109 car-
@L6oe+l
LBAI{ON COUNTY IIISTORICAIT SOCIIITY

non, Pennsylaanaa 17042

IJflIIGH CANAJ' RECREITTIOT{ COMMISSION

MANATUNT CANA.I C0MMITTEE - Canal re-
ffiea),P.0.
Box 4644 Phllattelphia, PA 19127

I

CIiI{BERI'TilD & OXFORD CANAL ASSOCIATION

Oxforat Canal", Raymond, Maine 14O71

Camillus, I{er York 13031

IilC. -nAmer-
Canal cuiales

d trlps

T - Cana1
East f,ay,

- (norr forn-
Catharines,

C.A.N.A.ir. . INC. - 36 IJakeyl.er
Drive, Lincoln, Rrod.e Island. 02866
CANAIJ MUSEtld ASSOCIATES - Canal nu-
@,ncanalll-brary, Weighlock Builatlng, Erie Boul
eyard. East, Syracuse, Nen York 132.02

- (nor foru-
' , fielal

t, Fort
I{ayne, Inatiana 46802

- "Tow-path Post", "On ?he Level', Canal mu
seum, fielal trips, Maccultoch HalI
Box 737, Morrlstown, N.J. 07060
CANAI SOCIETY OF NEIT YORT STATE -Mailings antt fletat trlps, 311 Mont-
gomery Street, S)rracuse, NY 1320?

, Warren, Maine 04864



SCIOITO VAII]ET CANAIJ SOCTEf,Y. I[C.

Ohio 45662

- 529 qest

SANDY & BEAVER CANAIT II|C. - Canalrestoratiori; 486---G;i or Street,
Magnolia, Ohio 44643

-Place
R 5A3

tlan1,22A, St. Catharlnea, O;tarlo
IJz[ 7L7 Canada
WESTEn}| BF^SERVE CATAI, & TRANSPORT.O.-
TION S0CIEf,Y - Cleyelanal, Ohio (exact
add.ress unknorn)

canal museun Metanora, Iil 47O3O
YILIJLA_USP0RI C & O CAIAL CLUB, il{C.
One FenLon Avenue, tii]liansFoiE
Marylanal 21?95

A REVIEW
by Ben W. Meek Fort \lt&yne, lnd.

Ilalti.el febater, aDd John C. Calhoun
(-alovn to 181!4, rhen he abruptly
changeil hls vlevs) supported- tire
lalea of IatemaL lnprovenents, f1n-
anced. and. nenageil by the Fealeral
goYernDent.

Incialentally, nel.ther rriter aale-quately ilefinea nstrictn or nlooget
Constltut1onal con6tructlon. paro-
phraslng 'The A-Eerican paseantn- f,
t ext book SfltEonarn-arlfi-t$Tiisl;
constructlonists betleyeal thet aII
pof,ers not gr.anteil speolflcally tothe central goverlment rere reseryedto the States, or ,statesr Rlghtsn.
f,hereaa the iloosen congtructlonlets
felt that the llatLonal goyer.nDent
coulal use rhateyer methoats night be
neceaaery anal proper to carry out
the porers veateal ,.n the varlous treil-eral ageDcies.

The earlJr Preslilents and part of
the Congresa felt that a Conatltu-
tlonal Anonend[ent ras need.ed to clear
up the questlon of federalls[ anal
Interral ImproYenents. For aome
reason, a clear - cut tlecision vas
never made by the SupreDe Court,
rhich played an lndirect, subsiallarlr
roIe.

Uembers of Congress from the Xeat
lere almost a1l loose construction-
istsrand. rrere able to obtain Fealeral

I,!ry @E III XATIOIAI,
Por,rTrcs. 1816-1830
by Douglas E. clan,.n
and.

Papera presentetl et an Amerlcan
Reyolution Bicentennial Synposiu[ at
tr'ort Weyne Inallana, April 24-26,1981
anal publisheaL by the Inall.ora Eistor-
lcal Society a,a a part of tTranqpor-
t+tlon anrt ihe Eil Natioir(Ee-iffi
Elstorlcal Society) 315 f,est OhloStreet, Inalianapolls, IaaLlana il{,?$z
paperback, 156 pages, Lncluatea four
other papers on Earty Transportatlon
in the Olal ilorthf,est, $3.5O per Gopy.

I have revieretl these tro papers
together sl.nce they cover bssicalty
the same grounal: the emblguous att-
itud.e of Congrees anat the prealaLents
torard. publlc lmprovements anat the
Fealeral Coyerrnrent I s part ln then.

Prealtlents Jefferson, Madison,
Monroe, Jackson anal Yan Buren, asrstrlctn constructlonlsta of the Con
stl.tutlon, vetoeal some, but by no
meana all lnternal lmprovements
bills. The nloose' or tBroadn con-
atructlonists, flenry Clay, Preslalent
John Quinoy Aalalns, Albert callantin,
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asalstance 1n tnore than 40 approprl-
at10n3 betf,een 1815 and 1829 for
canala, road"s &nal navigatlonal fu-
proverents on the ohio anal M1ssls-
aippl rlyers.

In 1817, PrealaleDt itretllson vetoed
a b111 rtlch roultl have set asj"ate
the bonus anaL the net annual proceetts
of the Natlonal Bant as a perranent
funtl for internal lmprovements. Hor-
ever, ilad.ison tllit slgn bllls allot-
ting $568,000 for road luprovements.
This vote haal little effect on Ner

Iork and. Pennsylvaniars plans for
the Erie and other oanals ln these
states. ?hey went ahead. with thelr
canal and roaal projects antl ln la,ter
years oplroseal glving aiat to Ohio,
Ind.lana anal other western states on
the grounrLs that they (ffApl) haat not
been altled by the Fealeral Goyernment.

Congress oomltteal i.tself to a pol-
icy of patronlzing canal proJects by
subscrlblng $3OO,OOO to the stock of
the Chesapeake alIal Delarare Canal Co.
Lat.er aubscrl.ptl.ona rere rnade to the
atock of the IJoulsvllle anal porttanal
Canal Co., Dlsmal Sranp anal Chesa-
peake & Ohlo Canal Cos. anal others.

John Qulncy Aalams ras electeal in
1824. He had. progreaslve thoughte
tovaral lnternal improvements:'The
flrst aluty of a netion is that of
bettering ita orn conalitlon by lnter-
nal lmprovements.n Over $2,OOO,OOOras appropriated for this purpose
aluri.ng the Aalems aalmlniBtratlon.

Eenry C1ay, the statesman anal per-
ennial canalialate for presj.atent frorn
IJexlngton, trentuoky heal eyolyea[, .by
1824, what he calleat 'Ihe Amerlcaa
Systemr: a group of laLeas 1ncluatlng
a protectlye tar1ff to aid" A.merlcan
inalustrLes, l.nterrral Lmproyements st
national expeirse, the use of puDlic
lanals for th€se lmproveme!.ts anal
malntaLring the Bank of the United"
States.

In 1828 Anilrer Jackson aLefe&teal
John Suinoy Aalartrs rio ra€ supporteal
by Henry Clay. In the next Congreaa,
Clay contlItred. to advocate ,.ntetnal
i"uproveuents. One in partlculer ras
the Maysville noeal 8i11. In thls
bilt Congress xas to aubscribe
$15o,Ooo ior etock in the ualrsvl.tle
Iurnplke Co. to lmprove a path from
the }{ati.onal Roeal at Zanesyllle,
Ohlo to Elorenoe, Alab.ma golng
tbrough IJexlngtor anal Paris, tren-
tucky. Preslalent JacksoD vetoeiL thl.s
bill, ostensibly for constltutj.onal
reasons, but real1y as a slap at hls
poll.tlcal rival, CIay.

ThJ"s Yeto, accoriling to Thouaa
Eart Bentor, vea ta kl.lllng blor to
the overaLl aystem of interral l-m-
provementsn. !ilr. Clanen ssys nJack-
son, as other preslalents after hlm,
useal the issue of NatLonal Develop-
ment to rork hls po1ltioaI rill,
uniler the g]-oas of oonfuseal rprlnoi-
p1esr. In the enat, Natloaal Develop-
ment f,aa saorificeal on the a,ltar of
poli.tlcal exped.iencyn.

fogether these papera glve a
olearer unateratanatlng of the aome-
times confuseal aational thi.nEl.ng
torrard oanals anal other interrtal
fuprovements anal the reaaons they
were not unatertaken by the Natlonal
GoYernment.

Perhaps lf the Fealeral goyer@ent
hatL oonstructeal the canala there
f,oulal hare been less alrrl,ll.cati.on ofeffort, ferer ventures to sati.sfy
local pri.ale aail secti.onal rivalry,
anal they nlght have been more suc-
cessful oYerall.

Both papers are rell rri.ttea a.nil
contain a large number of notea aaal
bibliography.
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