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Wabash & Erie Canal Culvert No. 73, over Prarie Creek,
a few miles West of Peru, Indiana. This is one of only
three W.&E. stone arch culverts known to remain standing.
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Dear Reader:

Over the past several years, while
attempting to complete a survey of
the present-day ruins of the Wabash
and Zrie Canaly we have met, both in
our travels over the state and
through correspondence, many parsons
who shared our interest in the
canals.

Some of these p=0ple are quite
knowledgeable on the subject, and
many are enthusiastic in their inter-
est. These persons, however, are sca-
ttered over the state, and we can
only think that there must be many
more whom we have not had the good
fortune to meet. ihat seems to be
needed is some form of organization
which can put these people in touch
with each other, and to act as a
sort of clearing-house of informa-
tion and ideas about the canals.

With this object in mind, plans for
the formation of the Canal Society
of Indiana are discussed in an art-
icle under that heading.

We hope that Indiana iaterways will
act as an oroan of communication be-
tween persons who are interested in
the history of water transportation
in the State of Indiana.

Our main emphasis shall probably be
upon the canals built during the
great "Internal Improvaments" era of
the first half of the nineteenth
century, their history, impact on
the develooment of the state and the
traces, both cultural and physical,

Carroll County Has a

The Carroll County Jabash and Erie
Canal, Inc. is alive, well, and
growing. A non-profit corporation
established in 1974 with the purpose
of working toward restoration of
part of the old UJabash and Erie
Canal, 1lying within the city of
Delphi and part of Oeer Creek Town-
ship, the association has embarked
upon a fund-raising orogram with
hopes of having success in their ul-
timate goal of a large recreational
area along - nearly a mile of the old
canal bed.

In 1971 the Cerroll County Hist-
orical Society called a meeting of
interested people at the home of Tom
and Roseland NcCain. There seemed to
be sufficient interest to warrant
continuing searching for ways to
achieve restoration of a part of the
canal which still holds water.

A steering committee was set up with
Roseland ilcCain as chairperson, then

which remain. e also hone to nre-
sent information concerning other
forms of water transposrtation as
material becomes available.

Indizna ‘jateruays is not likely to
be considcred a scholarly journal,
but we do hope to he taken seriously.
Thus, we shall attempt to adhere to
principles of responsible journalism.
Héwever, we have found that even re-
sponsihle history can be a lot of
fun, and through this little news-
letter, we hope that we all might
share in it.

For persons wishing to learn more
about Indiana's canals and their
interesting and varied history, a
short bibliography is printed else-
where in this issue.

Ue extend our special thanks to the
authors of this issue, as they have
wvorked extremely hard to get their
material together in a very short
time.

Our special thanks, also, to David
Crosson, Executive Oirector of the
Allen County-Fort !Jayne Historical
Society, ‘without whose sunport and
encouragement this would still be a
dream.

Your comments, qusstions, and sug-
gestions are welcomed. Your contri-
butions are earnestly solicited.

We hope that you like this little
newsletter, but if you don't, we
hope that you will tell us why.

Editorial s5taff

Canal Association

by: Dennis McCouch

president. Some funding resulted

from donations of local inhabitants;
this allowed the financing of a bro-
chure, a code of by-laws, and the

printing of a facsimile of an old

canal stock (for sale as a fund-
raising gimmnick).

The code of by-laws for the new
corporation was adopted 6 flarch 1374,
and Dean Overholser, an attorney,
was elected to its presidency. Ease-
ments of involved properties were
prepared and approval sought from
the diverse ouwners. Not all owners
co-operated, and the project lang-
uished for awhile. Without funds and
easements sufficient to nlan action,
it seemed to be an insurmountable
undertaking. Many of the early sup-
porters lost interest, but a core of
people dedicated to the nroject's
conclusion kept faith.

Occasionally school grouss would
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spend a day cutting weeds and brush.
An arrangement with SPEDY got some
more clearing done. Some easements
were attained.

Then Peters-Revington Corporation,
a member of the lMohasco Group,
through its president, Thomas Peters,
a Delphi native, decided to donate
the easement land as a gift, and fir.
Peters handed the deed to President
Overholser, a move which gave renew-
ed faith in the project.

Yith a long frontage on the canal,
the two-acre plot was planned as a
small park. Control of brush and
weeds from renewed attempts began to
bespeak of an wultimate goal. B8ut
tounspeople still complained about
"the green slime," or the "green
moss"™ on the surface of the water
during the summers. This "moss" is

duckwart, a plant which feeds fish,
frogs and turtles, ducks, and other
aquatic beings. 8eneath the green

cover the water was crystal clear
and fish lived in the deeper parts.
Turtles sat upon logs and other de-
bris in the canal channel.

embership on the executive board
changed from time to time. The board
has twelve members, ranks of four
elected for three years, with the

officers of the board elected yearly.

Roseland McCain again served as pre-
sident. Then three years ago Dennis
icCouch was named to the position
after having served as V-P. He was
president of the Carroll County His-
torical Society in 1971 and served
as secretary for the first meeting.

with a membership on the board
interested in developing ways of
funding the project, a fund-raising
effort was commenced. In 1978 at the
annual "0ld Settlers' Days" for
Carroll Codnty which is held at
Delphi, the association sponsored a
hotdog stand and a drawing. 8oth
activities were successful. Later
that year a program was sponsored on
board the "Madam Carroll,” a pleas-
ure boat which cruises scenic Lake
Freeman, south of Monticello, India-
na. The make-believe trip aboard a
canalboat in the 1860's was a hit,
and another trip, this time billed
as "Canal Boat Ride II", was taken
the following year. It, too, was a
successful operation.

The canal association now owns a
stand which is yearly put up on the
square at the carnival of 01d Set-
tlers' Days. It has made a nice nro-
fit each year. The drawing also has
been successful. With funds to in-
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vest, the association has sponsored
the sale of copies of the Carroll
County Interim Report, the inventory
of historic sites and structures of
the county. Copies are available
from the organization.

Interest in using the canal nark
for a BMX bicycle moto-cross track
aroused further co-operation. Add-
ition to the present park area is
pending. This will allow creation of
a fine facility for youth and adults
of the community.

With funds now available for match-
ing grants, or expenses relating to
restoration, the board designated
funds for the removal of the "green
moss" from the canal. Strangely,
complaints were plentiful about the
green, but little has been said
about the absence of it!

Officers of the executive board
were re-elected in July. Serving
with McCouch are €. Jerry Boone, V-P
David Hanna, Sec.; and Joseph
Peterson, Treas. The association's
mailing address is:

P.0.Box 255,

Delphi, IN

46923.
iuch help has been available to the
organization from the Soil and Jater
Conservation Service. Diagrams of
the canal area have been prepared
and running of property lines was
supervised by Larry Welborn, head of
the SCS office at Delphi, who has
been quite supportive of the project.

The logo of the organization shows
a canalboat in an oblong center with
the name surrounding it, A belt buc-
kle with the logo is being fashioned
and will soon be available. In 1981
permission was granted to lew Haven
Canal Oays festival for use of the
logo in a similar wuse with substi-
tution of the town's name.

With a positive attitude expecting
continued progress toward the ulti-
mate goal of a grand !Yabash & Erie
Canal Park at Delphi, the Carroll
County ‘labash and Erie Association
sends greetings to all kindred minds.

Dennis McCouch, President
Carroll County
Wabash & Erie Canal, Inc,
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Mrs. Spoonaugle Tells of Her
Harrowing Journey

by Roseland McCain

(Mote: This sketch is ahout an imagi-
nary character, Mrs. Sarah Snoonau-
gle, of New York City, who Jjourneyed
to Delphi, 1Indiana, via the Hudsan
River, the Erie Canal, Lake Erie,
the Miami-Frie Canal, and the Wabash
and Erie Canal, The details were
0leaned from canal histories, 1let-
ters from early travelers, and old

newspapers. The time is set in 1852,

for that yecar marked about the
height of activity on the Wabash and
frie Canal.

frs. Tom (Roseland) ficCain of Delphi
has, on numerous oceasions, given

the sketch before qrouns of school
children, clubs, and to the passen-
gers of "Canal Boat Ride !o. II (see
story of the W.& E. Zanal associat-

fon). frs. {lcTain is on the board of
the Delphi® canal group, and servad
as its president for several ysars.)

*

* * *
Copyright 1981.Mrs. Roseland MMcCain

"Good afternoon, ladies of the sew-
ing circle.

"y sister, with whom I am staying
during my visit to Delnhi, has asked
me to tell you about my journey here
from MNew York City—what it is 1ike
for a woman my age to travel alane.

"After my husband disd, I was
taken with a desire to ses my nnly
sister, and to view some of the new
parts of our great Republic. Of
course, I was reluctant to go alone,
as I had heard toles of the rough
life along the canals and the roads
of the back country. Howgver, I was
assured by my nastor, whs had been
an the Erie Canal, that travel was
perfectly safe, though tirinn, far a
respectable lady. She might wish to
close hzr ears against the uncouth
langunge of the 'canawlers', but she

"Well, with fear and trenidation,
I set out on a Hudson River stesmer
to get to Albany whern the Zrie Can-
al begins. The steamer tas  crowded
and dirty, but much to my relief, it
did not blow up. T was very tirrd
from sitting wun all night, as the
berths were all taken.

"At Albany, we were nut on a fine
canal packet, the *Larly Linhtfoot®,
which was nainted aqrneen and mhite,
with red curtains at the little win-
dnms, Tt mas aknut seventy~Ffive font
1ang and ten feot wide. Tt had room

“The steamer was crecwdad
and dnrf’],buf much T0 my ralief,
it did “not blow vpi®

for the crew of five, the cook's
qalley, 'a long main salon, and a re-
tiring room for the ladies, which
wag partitinsned off with red velvet
curtains. 0Nne woman rofrerred to it
as a 'hen coon'. The name was annro
nrinte, croyded as the space was!
With children squalling, and nuch
Fluttering ahaut by the ladins
trying to take care of their belono-
in3s, with no nplace to sut anything.
I did not undrgss, but merely laos=-
ned ny corset and toak of f my hat
and shazs.

"The beds nn a canalboat, as you
may have heard, are simply narrow
“rames covared with canvas which are
let down from the walls at night.
(ne minght call them book shelves.
When a packet is crowded, sonme of



the men slees on the long dining

tables in the main salon. Clothes

are draped over ropess strung across

the room. The air is stifling and

the mosquitoes plentiful—and horri-
ble! Setween the snores of the tro.

elers and the bumping of the boat

when it came to a lock, it was hard
to get to sleeo.

"I was snatched out of slumher by
a shrizk and a great uproar in the
main salaon. It seems that a gentle-
man who was sleeping in a bottom bed
was awakened by a terrible heaviness
on his chest. He felt as if he were
dying. Just above him was a fat man
whose weight had caused the canvas
to split. The gentleman below tried
to rouse the fat man, but to no
avail. At last he found his cravat
stickpin and gave the fat man a tre-~
mendous jab, which caused him to
bellowy and lean off the bed. There
was much excitement, and then laugh-
ter.

"Before we could get to sleep again,
a cabin boy came through the main

salon calling, 'All arise! ‘'e must

put up the beds and make ready for
breakfast.'

"In the dim morning light we women
tried to dress the children, camb
our hair, and make ourselves presen-
table before we went up on the roof
of the packet to sit or walk about
while awaiting breakfast.

"The men completed their toilette
with a basin of canal 'water and a
common comb on a string. Some of the
young dandies jumped onto the touw-
path and walked or ran alongside for
exercise.

"Breakfast was ample, but poorly
served. It consisted, if I can rem-
ember, of fried ham, 1liver, beets,
pickles, pudding, dark bread with
fresh butter, and maple sugar for
our tea. There was a youn3 man pre-
sent who had hoppsd onto the boat,
paid his four and a half cents a
mile, ate breakfast, and then got
off. 'One way to get a meal'. he
said,

"We spent a pleasant morning sit-
ting on top of the packet, with int-
erruptions whenever we came to a low
bridge and everyone had to duck or
3o below. We glided quietly along at
about four miles an hour, I was told.
The scenery was interesting, but not
as lovely as the settled farmland in
lower Mew York state. Here, much of
it is still raw and wild. The little
towns aleng the canal 1look new and
bare. It seems that the first thing
people do when they build a village
is to cut down all the trees. ’

"Many people came to gawk at the
travelers when we stopped at a lock,
or took on more passengers. In the
evening young folks walk along the
towpath for entertainment. Sometimes
we would see an impromptu wrestling
match, a medecine show,or a nreacher
exhorting a crouwd.

"R group of rather seedy actors
got on at Syracuse. They had been
there a week giving melodramas. Mow
they were heading west to entertain
in small towns along the canal. One
of the ladies had a pleasing voice
and she sang for us after supper,

"We passed lineboats filled with
people immigrating westward with all
their goods and livestock. Sarges
were loaded with stone, wood, wheat,
corn, cured meat, tallow, beeswax,
feathers, and even ashes for making
lye. 'Clinton's Ditch' is a wonder-
ful success—busy, and prosperous.

I was told that over four thousand
boats ply the waters in the season
that it is nat frozen over.

"One thing that worried me was the
plight of the hoggees; they're the
boys who drive the horses or mules
along the towpath. They often are
homeless arphans. A lot of them are
sons of the Irish bogtrotters who
dug the canal—they got that name
for thsy waded waist-deep mud in the
swamps. Well, these hoggees used to
be bound boys, but I think that prac-
tice has been stopped. They work two
six-hour shifts a day, trudging thr-
ough mud and dust in all kinds of
weather, with little or no protec-
tion from the curses and beatings ot
their captains who wreak their wrath
on them, or from drunken canawlers.
Perhaps the horses and mules receive
better care, for they are changed
every twenty miles and are well fed.
They say some of the hoggees are as
tough as any man, and can atand at
the bar in a groggery and down their
whiskey as quick as the men. And, oh,
can some of them curse! Jhy, their
profanity 1is shocking! Just think,
they're just young boys!

"Well, at last, after five days on
the Erie, we arrived at Buffalo and
went through the amazing 1locks at
Lockpaort—they're double five-tier
locks which 1ift the boats up to the
height of Lake Erie on one side
while the other side lowers boats com
ing off the lake. It's a marvel how
they got it done. A fellow passenger
related how, when the Erie Canal was
begun, a young engineer was sent to
Europe to study canal construction
over there. Oy the time he returned,
our Yankee ingenuity had solved all
the problems and his advice wasn't
needed.




"We were transferred to a lake ste-
amer which carried us across Lake
Erie. The water was rough and most
of the Dassengers were seasick.
Again, I was thenkful that the steam-
ship did not blow up. I had heard of
such disasters.

"WUhen we came to Toledo, I rested
one night in a well-appointed tavern.
There were two double beds in the
room, and the other woman in my bed
was quite clean and respectable."

(to be continued)

Proceedings of the Mobocracy
on the Wabash Canal

A short time since we published
the fact that a large body of ruf-
fians of Clay and Vigo Counties had
cut away the bank of the Birch-creek
reservoir, and that they threatened
dire vengeance on those who should
attempt to repair the breach. The
Governor issued a proclamation,which
we published, offering rewards for
the perpetrators of the outrage. The
scounderels (sic) sent a formal not-
ice to the resident Trustee at Terre
Haute that, if an attempt was made
to repair the canal, it would be at
the risk of the 1lives of the men
sent, and that the canal would be
cut away for a long distance in the
neighborhood of the ressrvoir. MNot-
withstanding these threats, a State
boat was sent to the reservoir last
Tuesday, with twenty armed laborers,
under charge of Nir. Higgins. They
worked all Tuesday without interrup-
tion.

Yednesday night the canal bank was
cut away on Summit Level, eighteen
miles below Terre Haute, and boats
on the level coming down at once
made their way. back to Terre Haute
with much difficulty. The aqueducts
over Birch Creek, near the reservoir
as was that part of the canal cut

away, was burned down the same night,

a guard of the poor deluded scoun--
drels standing by to prevent interr-
uption during the fire. It was also
understood they intended to cut away
the old reservoir, on the opposite
side of the canal to the other, and
to perform other acts of villainy,
As an exhibition of their contempt
for the Governor and his proclam-
ation, they stuck up a notice offer-
ing a high reward for the Governor's
head.

On Tuesday night the boat was sur-
rounded by men with blackened faces,

who during the night, kept up a con-
tinual firing of guns about the boat.
These ruffians held a meeting about
a mile from the boat during Tuesday
night, and drew up a statement of
their complaints, and resolutions of
a threatening nature. In the morning
a copy of these was found stuck up
on the boat, with a warning that the
laborers would be allowed seven
hours to take away the earth they
had replaced in the reservoir bank,
and one hour after that to leave, and
the Birdhcreek Aqueduct burnt the
following night. The laborers, who
had been during the whole night ex-
pecting an attack, took the seven
hours for at ance making tracks from
the neighborhood, instead of undoing
their work of the day previous.

It was reported at Terre Haute,
Friday morning that the mob had de-
stroyed the two locks at the June-
tion. They left written notices at
the doors of persons in their neigh-
borhood, who regarded their acts
with disapproval, that if they oave
any information as to the perpetra-
tors of these cowardly acts, or had
any thing to say on the sub ject,
they would be at once taken and
lynched. It was renorted at Terre
Haute that the owner of a mill in
this neighborhood had, for some of
his 1language of disapproval, been
severely lynched by scourging, and

was told that if he interfered any
further his mill would be burnt to
the ground. A number of coal-boats
were left high and dry.
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A Bibliography

(de have not tried tv list all sour-
ces of information--only the ones of
most general interest and avail-
ability)

Alvin F. Harlow--0LD TOUPATHS few
York, 1926

--After 55 years, this remains as
probably the best general work on
U.S. Canals.

Paul Fatout--INDIANA CAMALS Jest Laf-
ayette, Ind. 1972

--Very readable and informative,
this book contains an extensive bib-
liography of published and unpublish
ed materials relating to its subject.
Charles R. Poinsatte- -FORT JAYIE
DURING THE CAMAL ERA 1828-1855 Indi-

anapolis, 1965

--Fort Yayne was nrobably the commu-
nity most affected by the building
and operation of the Jabash and Erie
Canal. Poinsatte has examined the
subject in detail, and has produced

an cxcellent book.
indiana fagazine of History has pub-

lished numerous articles relating to
the danals over the years. These are
generally interesting, and of excel
lent quality.

For information of a more detailed
and local nature, County histories
are often good sources. Cld county
and city maps prior to the 1830's
usually show the routes of the canals

although the locations of locks and
other features are usually not shoun.

Probably the Jbest primary sources
of information concerning Indiana's
canals are the Documentaty Journals
of the State of Indiana. These con-
tain, along with other canal-relatud
items, the Renorts of the Canal Com-
missioners and Engineers Reporte
which are detailed and informative.
The years from 1835-1387 are the
most rewarding.
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