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FIGTIT ENDED BEFORE IT STARTET)
by Bi 11 McI.Jown

Hcr'r can this be, you Inay say? It can as
you will see.

It seerns that Josh Crandal, canal boat
builder and captain of Huntington, was busily
engaged in preparing his boat to lock into the
Wabash & kie frqn tlre Ohio I',launee. Hovever, an
Ohio boat with a crery of Ohio bullies wtro had. a
reputation for being the toughest cre$' on the
traterway, decided to usurp Crandalrs position.
Ttre numhr one tough was sent to advise the
Huntington captain that they rmuld be going
through the lock first. Without lookirq up or
stopping his preparations Crandal said "It r,ronrt
cost you a nickel", and then prcnptly flattened
the Ohioan. This procedure was repeated 10
tines (as reported by Josh's grreat neptreru A.A.)
until the Ohio captain sank slowly to his knees
and then his back and muttered "enough". A pair
of bullies arrived and carried their rnan back to
his boat. (He was captain). He later reovered
enough to invite Crandal over and shake his hand
ackncr,.rledging Crandal' s superiority.

Both Captains returred to their o$rn areas.
Horaever, the brother of the vanquished advised
the Crandals that he rror:ld be arriving in
Huntington to fight Crandal with fists, teeth,
nails, and feet to take plae in a squared ring.
In spite of the persuasions of Crandalrs father

ottletrtlise, Crandal aceepted the challenge as
beirq the only thing an honorable frontiersnan
oould do.

A squared ring wErs set up on the bank of
Little River where ttre tterald-Press nctu stands.
Tlris site selection is scnewtrat peculiar si::ce
it had to be a quarter mile frorn the canal
landing. It was, trotrpver, just across the
street frqn a local tavern. (tnis is
sigrnificant. )

Crandal arrived first and was pressed into
servie by the tavern c[^rner to tend the bar
rrrtrile he (the owner) took care of sore pressing
business. Cqres nor^, the Ohio contingent. The
leader of the group orders drinks for eight, but
announces that he will serve thern himself.
Crandal (t^trose identity is unknorarn to the



ohioans) advises that he is the bartender and hewill be pleased to serve. This was orr"*pt"Uf"
and the Ohioan starts aror:nd the end of tt* b"r.
He was net with a severe kick to his stcmcfr ana aleft hook to his right edr r (Crandal ,*, Ltthanded) causing him to land on his back scnedistanoe frqn the bar. At this t-j;, A;;i , 

"father arrives and identifies the u.it""a".-Loinvites the Ohioans to line up and his son willclean thern al1.
A.A. Crandal did not disclose ttre ending. !{ecan only assure that this r.ras hcrr, te ami.iea athis oonclusion that "the fight ended before itstarted',

EDIIOR'S IOTE: For rrpre of Crandalrs canalrerniniscenoes, see The Huntington press, OctoberL6, LgzL.

*****
TI{E',RAGII\re CANAI,IL. n

We are happy to have ttre pleasure ofannouncing to our readers that the canal to-thisp1??".is nor,r rapidly filling with r,sater, *a-U""t"will be able to start wilh over half loads onI'tonday- rt will be fil1ed as fast as thetenpering of the banks will a&rLit. the-fine rainof- yesterday will contribute materiarlv-lL-it"fu1l navigation. Our grroaning Warehou"""'niU .r*,get relief.
Today a large pleasure party takes a trip toPortland on the fine boat D. -Raw1es, J. 6Ur,Captain, wtrich has been kindly tendered Uy 

-ttre
captain and orvners, for that purtrrcse.

Listen for the Cannon.

Covington PmpLES FRIEID, MBy g, Lg47.



WABASH & ERIE CANAL II{rcHANICAL STRUCruRES

Over the past five years IIIDIAIIA CAIiIAIS has
reprinted the LB47 and 1853 Engineer Reports
ovening the nechanical structures of the Wabash &

Erie Canal. In this firal installnent rrye sha1l
look at the knoh,n changes to the nechanical
structures occurring after the LB53 report.
Subseguent reports list many of the changes and
allude to a nturber of others vrhich cannot be
pi-n-pointed. As in the previous installnents this
list will begin at the Ohio state line.
Culvert llc.12. Rebuilt in 1855 with an enlarged
capacity.
St. Il4ar!'rs Aqueduct \b.1. Rebuilt j-n 1874 by the
Nlen County curmissioners. Changed to an open
trunk agueduct with four spans with the addition
of trto tilnber bents.
St. Joseph Feeder Dam. Drtended in length after a
new channel was washed around the south abutnent
in 1857.
Beckettrs Run Feeder Culvert Ib.1. Additional ne$,
mden arch culvert of LZ foot chord built in
1859.
Feeder Ctlvert No. 2r3 or 4. Destroyed in JuIy,
1851 and rebuilt on the sane plan with an enlarged
capacity.
Spi nun-feeder Agueduct. Undermined and destroyed
ih-June, L855. douUfea in tength on ttre sane pian
with thrc spans, a tfuber pier and new stone
abutnent. South end breached in 1864 and repa.ired
with a terporary, rrcoden trunk.
Ccr^, Creek Culvert tib.36. Rebuilt in 1860 as a
vrcden arch of oak with a 30 foot chord.
Iock llc.4. Rebuilt i-rr L857 on ttre vpoden eib
plan.
Bull Creek Aqueduct IIo.3. Destroyed in t'tay 1851.
Rebuilt on tlre sare plan with double the length.
Wabash Dam l\fc.l. Entirely rebuilt in 1873 on an
inproved plan.
C1ear Creek Dam. Ertirely rebuilt in L862.
Silver freek Culvert lio.45. Rebuilt in L857 of
stone, 100 foot length and 24|- foot chord.



Recrrrds shovr ttr,at it r,€s rebuilt again in 1863 as
an arch of cut stone.
He1mrs Creek Culvert No.6L. Due to insufficient
capacity a secrcnd arch of 10 foot chord r^ras added
in 1851.
Iock lio.19. Due to the poor quality of the
original stone, this lock was re'built above the
water line on the wooden aib plan in 1855.
Iock I{o.20. Due to the poor quality of the
original stone, this lock $ras rebuilt above the
wat& line on the vnodsr eib plan in 1855. -i;k Nlo:rr.- neuuilt on tle i'rcden c-rib plan in
1849.
Lock ldo.25. Rebuilt of cut stone in l-856'
Wabash Dam 1b.4. Partially rebuilt (230 feet) in
1849 on an inproved plan wi!h- a- double fall-and
horizontal apronl--netilinirq 370 feet curpleted on

ttre salre plair in 1856.
Deer Creek Cu1vert. Built in 1857 with gates
under the guard bank at Deer Creek Dam to wash

sand out of the canal-
WiId Cat Dam. Lengthened 80 feet in 1858 after a
nev, channel was vlashed around the north end'
Partially rebuilt on a plan better adapted to pass

floods in 1AOZ. Rernainder of dam rebuilt on the
sane plan in L866.
Wild Cat Tor^r Path Bridge- Sixty feet aclded to
original length in L858.
lrtea creek Agueduct l{o.7. Rebuilt in 1852 with the
addition of an additional foot in length and two
feet in width. Destroyed in 1858 flood and

rebuilt on unspecified PIan.
Wea Creek Feeder. f'eeder lengthened 26 chains in
1856. TenPorarY dam gone.
wea-prairiE Cutvert. Snall culvert added in l-858

to prevent sand washing into the canal'
nttica Waste C,ates. lrlbste gates added near Attica
in LB62 to clrain off excess water'
Shawnee Creek Aqueduct l{o.9. Destroyed in 

- 
1B5B

with the exepti6n of the north abutnent. Rebuilt
on an unsPecified PIan.
Shawnee f'eeaer Oam- Lengthened 30 feet and guard

;;;; rebuilt in L858 after the stream washed

around the south end. Washed out in LB62'
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Rebuilt at double the original length with the
addition of 35 feet.
Waste Gate. Built in 1849, 11 miles south of
Covington to drain flood waters.
Sug'ar Creek Aqueduct llo.ll-. Destroyed in hy,
l-854 flood with the exception of tt"o abutnents-
Rebuilt with six spans, the longest being of 50

foot span and the shortest 34 foot span. Piers
and bents provided with drift braces to deflect
trees in the creek.
RaCooon Creek Agueduct llo.12" qotl 9.0, fogt spans
and oart of thd piers destroyed in March' 1-863'
nenuift- on a siniter plan avoidirq the use of
expensive arches, resulting in a structure with
an open trunk of four spans with trno internediate
upoden bents.
Spring Creek Culvert 1Io.145. Washed out and
rebuilt in 1858 in a npre substantial nnnner-
Waste Gate. Added in 1855 at the end of the canal
in Evansville to clraw off excess water into Pigeon
Creek.

With this list we oonclude the seri-es on
wabash & frie Canal necLranical structures-
Undoubtedly there are additional changes vtrich
coulcl be nade to the list as every structure on
the canal was rebuilt several tines. In this
addendurn I have oonoerned myself with those
structures whrich r,,ers substantially changed fron
their origirnl form during the oourse of
rebuilding. Annual Engineer Reports do not always
specify what types of repairs \,vere nnde to
specific structures or point out the location
wtrere soecified repairs t'Ere rnade. In addition,
loparas'the end of'the canal's life, nr4ny repairE

F;d$;s$"$ts.'"t* J"*:l tff' lsLt'Ei#iFg
reolac.enent'of 

-ieverat bridges ih Evansville by
altt--and crcunty authorities. The rebuilding of
these bridges in the form of cast iron draw or
pivot bridges is not nentioned. Perhaps such
details are covered in the repa.ir correspondence
of the various Superintendents which are located
in the State Archives. I hope this series will
eneurage the nernbership to actively look for the
rernains of the Wabash a Erie Canal.



With this issue of INDIAIrIA CANALS tve begin anew series on the Wabash & Erie Canal. t rk6 tfre
previous series on canal nechanical structur:es,
this new one on the rules and regulations of the
canal will becone a regular feature for sone tirre
to cone.
Terre Haute l.lovenber 25, L947.

Canal Regul-ations
"Ners, Rules and Regulations,

in relation to the
Collection of Tolls, Itansportation on the

Canal, The conduct of Boats ard Floats, and the
General police of the Canal,

adopted by the
Board of Tmstees of the Wabash and Erie Canal,

Decerber, 1847."

'Sec.t. That if any person or persons shall
v.rantonly or unnecessari,Ly open or shut, or cause
to be opened or shut, any lrrk-gate, or anypraddle-gate, or culvert-gate thereof , or any
vnste-gate, or dri-ve any spike, nail, oin or
raedge, into either of said gates, or shall in any
rrErlir:.i-' rrrtc,;.'fere with the free use of said gates,
such Derson or persons, for every such ofiense,
stnll forfeit and pay to the Board of Tmstees of
the Wabash and Erie Cana-L one hundred <lollars,
together with al-_l dannges consequent uprrn su_h
offense.
Sec.2. That every person wtro shall lead, ride ordrive, or cause to be lead, rode or driven, anylrorse , or other animal, drawing afrer it any
wagon, cart, dray or o[her carriage, upon the
towing-path or berm -bank of the cana1, shall for
every srrch offense forfeit and pay to the Board of'Irustees the sun of fi_fteen dollars.
Sec.J. That if any person shall obstruct the
navigation of the canal, by sinking therein any
stone, tirrber, vessel or otlrer thing, or byplacing any obstruction upon the towing-pa.th
thereof , suctr person, for every strch offense, rq)on
conviction thereof, shall forfeit and pay to tfre
Eoard of Trustees the strn of trrenty-five dollars,
together with the expense of renrrving such
obstruction-



Sec.4. That if any b<tat or other float shall benr:ved, oD the said canal, as to obstruct thenavigation thereof, or if any person or personsshall obstruct the passage of boats on the canal,by irrproperly stopping, loading, unloading orotherwise misconducting any boat or other craft,and shatl refuse or negtect to rernve suchobstruction innediately on Ueing required to do
?o, by any officer on the canal, or by any person
inconnnded by such obstn:ction, the boatnan orperson uitro caused the obstmction, shall forfeit
and pay the sun of tr,rrenty-five dol-lars.Sec.5. That no person str,all constmct any wharf,basj-n or watering-place, on the said cjnal, ornnke any device or arrangenent, wLrich will drawtherefron any water, without first obtaining theconsent in r,rriting of the Board of trusteJs orChief Engineer of said canal, and if any personshall vio-late this provision, by .orrrr=.r"i.,g theconstnrction of any such device, wiihoutpenrissj-on as before provided, or shal_l refuse tofollorr the directions of ilre Board or Engineer,
whi_-ch_ nny be given in regard to the locatioi, sizeand form of such wharf, basin, watering_place orother device as aforesaid, the Chief eigineer orany Superintendent or proper Agent of the Board,is hereby authorized to renove and destroy everysuch wharf, watering-place, or other aevice asaforesaid, at the expense of the person or persons
thus attenpting without perrnission to build it.
Sec.6. That any individual rnay build a bridge
across the saicl canal. provided, the entre spanof 

".":.h 
blidge shall oonform to the following

specifications to wit; the underside of the bridgetinbers shall be at leasg ten feet above the topwater line of the canal, srhen the water is at itsgreatest height, and the string pieoes sha11 be
tuelve i-nches deep at the endsr-ana tr.renty ilches
deep in the centre, to prevent them frcrn svagging
dqpn tcmiards the cana1. - The tresserr or abulient
wtrich stands in the carnl shall be so placed as to
leave thirty-one feet clear width for the passage
of boats betr,veen said tressell or abutrrent and the
tovuing-pa.th of the canal, neasuring at the level



of four feet above the bottcrn of canal. The

tressell or abutnent, vftich stands on the
tovring-pathr shall be so placed as to have six
feet c]]ar spaoe between said tressell or
abutnentr and the edge of tlre water when ttre canal
i=-irf t, for a to*ing-path; wtrich tovrilg'*t'lpath
shall be excavated dcmn to the level- six inches
above top water line, _€o &s to allomr the horse and
driver to pass under *the bridge; and frcrn the end
of said tressell or -abutnent, the tcruing-pa.th
shall 5e sloped at the- r:ate of one to six, to the
heioht of the adjoining tov path, and to prevent
the tovring-path fron being underrnined antl rendered
irncassable by the action of the rrrater, a v.rt6rf

=nlff be onstructed in front, forned of two
sticks of tinber forty feet lotg, secured by
sguErre ties; the neaslrenents and tevelli-ng lrerein
required, to be nnde by the Engineer having charge
of the line, wtro shall attend to this duty
wtrerever requested so to do by any individual, and
if anv person shall €rrnrene the onstruction of
anv biidge wtrich does not onform in every respect
to the specifications lrcrein given, such person
shall, upon oonviction ttrcreof, before any oourt
having oorpetent jurisdiction, forfeit and pay to
the eoard of Trustees, the sum of fifty dollars.
Sec.7. That no boat or float, unless it have a
fim anC pernnnent bqp, at least as sharp or acute
as a ssni-circle, shall navigate or float on the
canal, and every tine any boat or other float
witlrcut such bcr^r, shal1 rrpve one rnile, or any
crreater distane, along said canal, shall be
Lnsidered a distinct offense.
Sec.g, Ibat it shalL not be lacrful for any boat,
having any spike, bolt, nai1, ttook, or any plank,
board or pin projecting frcrn the side, end or
bottcrn thereof , in such rnaruler as to be liable to
injure anY other boat or torirg-Iine thereof, or
anv rnprk or nechanical stmcture belonging to the

""r.t, 
to navigate the same.

(to be continued)
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