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CANAL EXCITEMENT

Quite an excitement prevailed in Terre Haute
on Sunday last in the neighborhood of the Canals,
owing to the "mingling of the waters" of the Eel
river and the Wabash & Erie, on Saturday evening.
From early in the morning to evening, all classes
of beings were out; men, women, boys, girls,
babies, dogs - in fact, everything that had a
conscience reconcilable to the contemplation of
internal improvements on Sunday. Men squirted
tobacco juice into the water, and looked "wise,"
calculating the beneficial results of the canals
to the prosperity of Terre Haute, and the number
of boys that would be drowned in the basin during
the summer. An enormous quantity of strength was
exhausted, trying the gates at the locks, and
various improvements suggested in their
construction. It is presumed when the locks need
repairing, these improvements will be made use of.

On Thursday morning, the fast running, never
sink canal boat "Aeolus, Capt. Sperier, had the
honor of being the first boat to pass through the
Jocks, and with her deck crowded with citizens,
proceeded round to the basin near the Prairie
House. The facility with which the Aeolus runs
over carts and fences, assures us that if the
horses work right, she will raise a foam in the
Cross Cut. During this extensive excursion, it
must have been apparent to those participating,
that this canal will hold water, and when full
enough, will float a boat as well as any other
canal. Arrived at the end of the trip, the
company disembarked, possessing strong claims for
immortality by having been on board the first Eel
river boat, and perhaps also fully conscious from
countless improvements going on here, that Terre
Haute is bound to continue taking the shine off
all other towns on the Wabash.

Wabash Courier May 11, 1850.
The information in this issue of INDIANA CANALS A
printed to coincide with this yean's Aspring tout
in Tenne Haute. Due to "technical difficulties"
the majority of the 4issue wiff be 4in this type
face, nathen than the above print.
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THE EVANSVILLE GUARDS IN THE CLAY COUNTY
RESERVOIR WAR
(AS TOLD BY THE PARTICIPANTS)

Much has been written in canal literature
about the so-called Clay County Reservoir War.
During the brief operation of the southern
division of the Wabash & Erie Canal, there was
appreciable opposition by certain elements in Clay
County to the canal feeder dam and two reservoirs
in their midst. As a result of both their real
and imagined grievances a handful of citizens took
part in a series of attacks against the structures
of the canal company in their county. The climax
to these attacks came in 1855. Resident Engineer
William J. Ball reported the events of that year
as follows:

.-+ on the 10th of May last a large company
of men, armed and disguised, assembled at
the site of the reservoir, and, after
driving off the men stationed there to
protect the work, deliberately made an
opening in the embankment and discharged the
water that had been collected for the summer
and fall navigation. After the facts had
been duly communicated to Governor Wright,
and his Excellency's proclamation had been
issued, an attempt was made to repair the
breach in the embankment; but the men were
driven off and the work stopped. After the
work was suspended on the repairs of the
Birch creek reservoir, it was supposed other
parts of the Canal would not be molested:
but such was not the result, for on the 31st
of May last a ditch was cut through the
berme bank of the Canal near the Birch creek
aqueduct, with a view of causing a large
breach; and the tow-path of the aqueduct,
together with a portion of the trunk, was
destroyed by fire. The next attempt at the
destruction of property was made on the
night of the 20th of June, when the shanties
owned and occupied by Baird and Erissman,
-the original contractors for building the
reservoir embankment, were all destroyed by
fire. The Trustees sustained no damage from
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this wanton outrage, except the 1loss of
convenient places of accommodation for the
men to be engaged in the repair of the
reservoir embankment, and other work
connected therewith, that have been
destroyed or injured by these depredators.
Governor Wright having been duly informed of
these acts of outrage, as they were
committed, his Excellency issued a second
proclamation, and ordered a military force
to be stationed on the work to protect the
men engaged in making the repairs, and to
prevent further damage....

Upon receipt of Governor Wright's first
proclamation a public meeting was called in
Evansville for June 6th. At the meeting they
pledged a volunteer armed force to assist in
restoring order, arresting the ring leaders and
protecting the laborers making repairs. Five days
later the 6 o'clock train brought a request from
General Dodd for 50 volunteers , along with
Sheriff Gavitt and a small posse to report to
Terre Haute. Mayor Hopkins promptly called for
another meeting where a 60 man company under John
Gavitt was formed, outfitted and armed by the
various banks and businesses of town. When the

csville Guards d at the train ¢ >t on
i2th a large p £ the town , inter: rsed
women  and =11 on their wav to the
lebration, gathered &t 6 am

‘ thiree cheers. I»oosuee the
tant editors £ both

51111 have the.r daily
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from the "Seat of War".
Head Qut's,Plague Creek Reservoir,
June 13th, 1855.
Nothing of interest transpired after the writing
of my first note from Vincennes until we left the
cars and took up our march for the above station.
We started out on foot with the prospect of a
twelve miles tramp, which was anything but
pleasant for the most of us. We had proceeded
less than four miles when we met Gen. Dodd with
one of his aids, who gave us directions how to




proceed, and furnished us with conveyances to ride
to the place of destination. At Lockport, a small
town on the Canal, the General provided all hands
with dinner, and divided our company, placing 16
men under command of Lieut. Frank Carson, of your
city, and the balance under command of Capt.
Gavitt. The two Companies then proceeded eight
miles by wagon and canal boat to the junction of
the main feeder and the canal, where Lieut.
Carson's command was directed to remain and watch
Plague Creek Reservoir, a beautiful sheet of water
of about 4,000 acres and the locks at that point,
while Capt. Gavitt's command was sent one and a
half mile up the feeder to the noted Birch Creek
Reservoir. Thus we were disposed of for the
night, myself with the former command. The night
set in , and all was doubt as to what the morrow
would bring forth as the whole country was full of
know nothings, or at least tell nothings, except
vague rumors of crimes, depredations and threats,
in all which our informants were strongly
suspected of being interested. Our little band
was divided into four watches, consisting of four
men each; one of which was kept patroling the
canal bank and Reservoir embankment for two hours,
while the other three were occupying anything but
comfortable bivouac, awaiting their tumn. The
night passed without molestation from any source.
J. Ingle, jr., Commissary General remained with
us, and did all in his power to render us
comfortable. In the morning after partaking of a
sumptuous breakfast upon the delicious fish with
which the waters of the aforesaid Reservoir
abounds, the Commissary and myself started to
visit Capt. Gavitt's command at the aqueduct.- We
found upon our arrival, that a repair force had
been at work there, and had nearly rebuilt that
work, (which you will recollect was burned by the
Regulators some 10 days since). In about one hour
after our arrival the water was 1let on the
aqueduct and the repairs pronounced finished.

The repair force was then directed to the Birch
Creek Reservoir, a point six miles further up the
Feeder, where the greatest mischief has been done,
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and Capt. Gavitt's command was detacled by Gen.
Dodd to protect the woxkmen. A draft of s4x men
including myself, was made upon Liet. Carson's
company to join Capt. Gavitt. Thuree repair boats,
started 4immediately with  the  soldiers and
Laboxens, and arnived at the Reservoir at 12
o'clock M. The afternoon was spent in a cautious
neconnoitening of the premises, and in endeavoring
to sift something out of the professed griendly
Indians themsefves, by which a clue could be
obtained to arnest some of the guilty parties.

The injury done at this point 4is 4incalcufable,
especially in case of a dry season. An {mmense
body of water has been wasted upon the useless
swamps of this section of country, which was
indispensable to summexr navigation. The Birch
Creek Reservoin, is the only neliable feedenr to 37
miles of Canal, 4in the direction of Texrre Haute,
and also contributes to the Canal south, 20 mifes
to Worthington. The break 4in the ReservoLlr
embankment can be repained by the present nepair
force, duning the present week, 4if property
protected. The work wifl be vigorously prosecuted
and speedily put in complete repaitr, but how Long
it will be peamitted to stand depends upon pfans
yet 4in embryo, which we hope to be able
successfully to execute, and which 1 shall be
better able to speak of hereaftexr.

No opportunity has yet offered to send dispatches
to the nailroad station.

Thursday Moaning, June 14, 6 A.M.

No hostile demonstrations made by the natives Last
night, although we were menaced by many cowardly
thneats of annihilation. A strong guard was
placed at the feeden dam, on Eel ndiver; also over
the neservoin embankment at this place. Last
night and this morning, handbifls were discovered
posted in variouws places, notifying "all whom it
might concern" that the geeder dam would be cut
to-day, and that the repair force on the reservoLr
would not be permitted to proceed with thein wotk.
The natives appear to undenstand our plan of
operations perfectly, which they have no doubt
Learned through the perfidy of some of their
number who had professed friendship gor us, and a
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desine to see faw and order prevadl.

§ o'clock,A.M.
A force of about fporty men have jfust commenced
wotk on the broken embankment and things axe
assuming somewhat of a belligerent aspect "around
the edges." The natives talk and act much mone
{mpudently than yesterday, but exercise great
caution, and are ' evidently acting under the
direction of villains deeply shilled in the
tactics of their progession. Gen. Dodd has just
heturned to camp, having been out with a
neconnoitering party during the night, for the
purpose of obtaining information that might fLead
Zo the discovery of some of the ring-fLeaders. He
45 of opinion that matters will be brought to a
chisis to-day orn to-morrow. My own opinion 4
that the struggle wilfl commence with the §inst
arnests that are made. Our officers and men atre
A{n  the best of spirdts, and eager for any
emengency that may arise.
The Local authorities of the country are all in
the 4interest of the ndiotens;  the Sheriff has
nefused to do his duty, and says he wilf resign
his office before he wifl serve a process ox make
an attest. The Common PLeas Judge, County CLexk,
Coronen and Magistrate, are all 4in the same
category.
In negards to the grievances of which the natives
complained, suffice {t to say zthey have none, and
I would give concfusive reasons for that judgement
next. The pretext that the collection of water in
the Resenvoin produces diseease & c. 45 utterly
without sense o1 reason, and evenif ALt wexre
Litterally thrue Lt would be no justification fox
the destruction of canal property 12 miles distant
,.against which no objection can be urged.
9 o'clock. ALL hands are being mustered 4n
expectation of an attack upon the workmen. Gen.
Dodd, Capt. Gavitt and their subordinate officers,
are all busily engaged dr1illing theirn men. 1 must
now close as 1 have to send a special messenger 15
mifes to the neatrest Raifroad station.
Evansville Journal June 16,1855,
Seat of the War, Birch Creek. June 13,1855,
We annived here yesterday evening after dark,
after a good march of ten miles and rather
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unpleasant tr1(p on board of a glatboat half §LLed
with water. We met with Gen. Dodd, who has treated us
very hkindly. Our place of 1rest ALast night was
uncomgontable. We slept, orn some of us did, on the
deck of a canal boat, with a Little »straw under us,
but all very cheenful, and enfoy the best kind of
time. The State has two or thnee boats hete, but no
accomodations with the exception of two cooks. We ate
the only "soldiens" at present on the ground. There
are about f§4ifty men more, who are at work at the
aqueduct. They are also prepared for the issue. Some
two mifes below wus, we had to divide our company, parit
undéx Capt. Carson. This moaning we elLected officers
gon day and night watches. Clay Stinson elected 141
sengeant. We are now only waiting gor the "fray."
The State has Lots of eating, & c. but none of zhe
rnight kind. There 4s expected o be some good
fighting done, but at present alf s dulf. The boys
ate amusing themselves casting bullets. We axe

deteamined to have a f§4ight before we Leave, and that
we wilL have.

Evansvifle Journal June 13, 1855.

NEWS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR!

B{tch Creek Aqueduct, June 13.

Hall.-We neached our atation at the Junction of the
Canal and Birch Creek yesterday about 5 o'clock, aftex
a match and nide of some 15 mifes, where 16 of us are
stationed wundetr Capt. Carson, the Lieut. of the
Company, the f1est came on hexre about 2 miles furthexr.
The nrepains to the Acqueduct, unden the direction of
Mx. Onsbon with a {Laxge force are completed, and the
men hexe with a portion of our force will Leave in one
hour for the reservoirn, where 4t 48 sadid a battle 4is
expected. ALL are 4in high spinits, but at out station
we are poonly accommodated, having to afeep in an ofd
barn full of air holes and a Large open window,
without blankets, and Last night very cold. This will
be connected to-day we hope. Herne the men ate
quattered in boats and are very comgortable. M. J.
Ingle takes this and give you full particulars of the
Atate of agfairs, as I have only just been told of his
intention of going home.

Evansville Enquinern June 14, 1855,

Army of Occupation, Clay County, Ind., Head




Quarzers, Birch Creek Reservoir, Thutsday evendng,
June 14th, 1855.

Dear Jouwrnal:

1 made every effort in my power 2o forward my
dispatches, up to this forenoon, to Terre Haute 4in
time for the train hence to Evansvifle, that they
might be #received on the day of date, but feax
they wene not in time. Unfortunately §or purposes
of sending or gaining intelligence, this benighted
country, has Little  communication with the
civifized wonkd, bul, penhaps 4in every othex
nespect, the world L8 quite as well off in knowing
as Little as it does of both the country and its
hybrid population. Of course 1 make honorable
exceptsions of all order Loving citizens, but those
for the most part ate composed of petrsons who have
been better bread 4in othexr sections of the State
and induced to come here as contractors upon the
public works and squatted upon on purchased some
of the timber Lands without the remotest idea 04
making 4t their permanent abode. When 1 tefl you
upon the authority of those who ought to hknow,
that their county government is exclusively in the
hands of a favge band who style themselves
Regulatotns, who usutp the control of the entine
poticy and fudicdaty; who at Least give aid and
combort o the mob viofcnce and incend{iarism, and
scarcely deny particdpation thexdin themselves; and
whose officers of the faw act constantly unden
their terror and dictation, you may form some idea
of the safety of public property and the necessity
of our presence here Lo pirotect it.

A meeting of the citizens has been calfed fon this
evening, for the avowed purpose 1 understand, of
making preparations to the Canal Trustees for an
adfustment of professed guievances. Gen. Dodd and
Capt. Gavitt will attend the meeting, the nesult
of which 1 will give you at the earfiest moment.
Our force of armed men at all points in this
vicinity number about 65-50 of which are §#1om
Vandenburgh County. 1t (s divided into three
Aquads. The main force consisting of 35 men is at
this point. A force of 13 men under Capt. Carson
is stationed at the Junction, ox PLague Creek
Reservoin, about eight mites south of us. A smallf



detachment unden the command of Mayotr J.W. Hughes
{5 guatding the Feeden dam some three mifes f§rom
"Head Quarters."

Friday morning, 9 o'clock A.M.

This morning about one o'clock, a message was
neceived purporting to come from Capt. Carson that
a ALarge body of men was organizing 4n his
neighborhood to attack our camp and that 4t would
doubtless be attacked before morning. Out
"Pickett guards” came in with the messengers, and
the intefligence created no Little afarm in camp.
The men were nallied f§rom thein slumbers and were
in a manner neady for duty in quick time. Gen.
Dodd and Capt. Gavitt wenre absent at the citizen's
meeting, and the command feff upon Lieut. Mosley,
and the whole army cannot boast a braver man. He
at once had afl the out-pasts doubfe picketed and
every avenue of approach duly guarded. Aften the
space of one hour, alf the men not detailfed as
above wene ondered to their hammocks, to sleep on
thein arms and be ready at a moment's warning. No
attack was made however duxring zhe ndight, butl (&
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Con, Dod wpt. Gavitt have fust xeiurned from
the meeting above allfuded Zo. They 4eport «t
Zaxnge and nespectable, but atre at the same time of
the copindion that 149 out of the 150 men present,
wene directly ox nemotely connected with the
outrages that have been committed here. The
meeting prepared a sont of "Vienna note" as theit
wltimatum of #econciliation, and dispatched a
committee to Terne Haute this moxaning, to Lay <t
befone the commissioners. Gen. Dodd will also be
at the conference, and will urge any adjustment of
the matten, that he deems compatible with the
honon and Aintenests of the State. For my own
part, 1 considen thein proposition a ridicufous
piece of cool impudence, and under existing
cincumstances unwo thy of nespectful
consideration. Untif they ne-establish their own
Local government, and Ahow a disposition to




DK,
IR

o™

N

’(.:

o

o’
>

5T
Weo'

)
X
'

o’

<
e

-;;i:)

E2K

L 38
- @) »:

35

Rl

LIRS

Q&

ﬁ*

OF TERRE HAUTE AND STBUREBS,
’ COMPILED BY H. N McEVOY.

I
)i

It

L

i

Gl J I

IG Ytowart House, .
¥. Clark Houso.
\u‘ruu(n.nmpoz =
S f ’ ¢
[}

l!PLANATfOI{}
) A, ‘hru Haute l'lou:

-~J. Faleslock, Engraver. Tndianapolis.

', Natioaal Hotel:
i U, BunCin's l(olol
D, Court Mo ue’_" L.

)
i

I

iy ey
| éf\’ -

f
. -J i
7
A"[:"RR rﬁi

Sizth 8¢

li‘s:m nl"'bﬁ:?‘tt‘:n
Liad o MD‘ L ]
[ UF‘DT

BRI

. CIIyCu atory.

/.

..M_JL].__II._J"JLJDDDDEDD

pr.
1

DD

RN

DD

]

LIE]

D%
|

[
E

E]

A EC VAT

o
3
£
o o 25

74

i

¥

===

g .

H[E|

I o
jF DDDL

z "x::"//

L
Jm

£ x
f é

ZID LDDDD

H]

§:ﬂDDDDDmDDDDD
DQDDIDDDDDD

L]
[

Female College.

DD.EJD:]

?]EJDDDDDIDDDDIIDDDE

3 I
g3
\/
y
%
. 2
/

o O

e

ChSas

R '?’.)“ C3

4., ®>q

SIS

AN

@R
RTINS

->.
&

T
e e

CTRIVK
@ ieo

D’l. e 1)
@ q

-.".l.(. .

DTN
o ar’es? Verice” @)
— it

O

BRC T

e “@)

CL )




enforce the ALaws of the Land, and ate found
protecting 4nstead of destroying public and
private property, 1 deem any demand gor redress
coming from them umworthy of notice. 1 stifl
insist that this community have not been
essentially wronged, and if 4t has suffered at
all, it has been {rom causes which are incidental
in the construction of all the fLarge publLic works,
and temporary nature 4in their charactex.

1 had intended to write monre at Length upon th:is
branch of the subject, and furnish the readers of
the Journal with the onfy #rational opinions
ententained here upon the miasmatic influences of
the Resenvoirn, with on without the water, and as
compared with the swamps 4L occupies, before the
Resenvoin was constructed, but Gen. Dodd is fjust
Leaving for Teare Haute, and gurnishes the only
opportunity for sending this hurndied scrawl.
Evansville Journal June 18,1855,

NEWS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR
Binch Creek Junction, June 15, 1855.
Deax Hatl:
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vss have Jodned ws, but
T i farge numbe s sitange to say, onfy one
ox fwo {frnom Texne Hauie, unfeas they have gone
dinect to the Reasesvodin, about 6 mifes off, grom
which we have no intelfigence today.

The dispoasition of the wzote of the men undenr Gen.
Dodd's command 45 as follows: At this point we
have 14 men under Capt. Caxrson; at the acqueduct,
two miles off, 5 men under the Capt. of a Canal
boat fLying there; and 4 mdiles further on at Eel
River dam thexre are 9 men under Dn. Walker. - The
nemainder axre at the Reservoir with Gen. Dodd and
Smith Gavitt at a distance of 4 miles grom the
dam.

So far thexre has not been any Adigns of a
disturbance, though Last night the outposts were
on afent, as Lt was reponted that an attack was
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contemplated on the main body and zthat the
acqueeduct was threatemed. Our party have to
watch about 4 miles of the canal and to guatd
two Aimpoxrtant places, viz: the Junction and
Spfunge Creek bridge, accordingly our patrols
were strengthened. We {ully expected a brush
with the "Regulators," but none made their
appearance, and 1 presume the night passed off
quietly at the reservoir, as we have not heard
of any fighting thenre yet.

1  think 4t extremely probable that the
Regulators are 4intimidated and desinous of
coming to some compromise, as I understand that
a meeting was o be held Last night to agree
upon teams, to which Gen. Dodd and Smith Gavitt
were 4invited. It depends greatly upon the
nesult of this meeting whethen the 4epairs will
go on without disturbance, and with a security
0f theirn being unmolested for the future, but it
appeans to be the general opinion that the
numoted preparations o arnnest some of the
ningleaders, have rathen alarmed the smallex
dny.

I have no Jidea how Long owr senvices will be
hequined hexe, but there appears to be a
universal determination on the part of all to
nemain until Gen. Dodd 44 satisfied. The work
45 no child's play-to go during the hot sun
carrying a heavy rifle four orn five miles-and to
patrol, in squads at night f§on 3 hours at a
time, 48 nather severe to those accustomed to
A4t at a desk; but all are in high spinits, and
neady if not eager for a fray. Our Little party
45 composed of Capt. Carson, Geo. Foster,
McCrea, H. Reid, Todd, Harlan, Law, Veale,
Seymour, Dennis lof Terre Haute), Burbank, John
Clifford, lwho came wup on Wednesday) McGrew
Denby, and R. Robertson, and a most agreeable
party they ane; all differences of opinion is
Laid aside and everyone anxious to contribute to
the amusement of the whofe. 1t would create a
Laugh to see us stnetched out at night on the
§Loon of an old Log shanty, each struggling fox
the fangest share of the quilt and covers. We
Live welf enough at the table of Esq. Lee, on
§4sh, bacon and coffee, the f§irst consisting of
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the finest bass from one o three pounds and
even of seven pounds are taken daily, sometime.s
as many as one hundtred being found in one net.
The crops are backward, and it is said the cofd
nights have injured the wheat somewhat.

Yours, R.

Since writing the above we hear by a me s4age
from the neservoir that the same neport of a
threatened attack had neached them and great
excitement prevailed, the men were odered undex
arms and every precaution adopted; but the night
passed off quietly.- 1 have not yet Learned
what took pface at the meeting yestenday, though
I expect we shall know to-morxow.

I hean that from 4information neceived that
arnests of some suspected persons wilf commence
Zo-mornow, and then some trouble may be Looked
for. It is said that the sheriff Loving Left
gor Towa, or some parts unknown yestenday
moAaning.

The repains it 4is thought, will be comple ted by
Monday, and that by Tuesday ox at the furnthest
Wednesday, we shalf be on our way back, a
dintien but not Less merny party than when we
departed, as clean ALinen, +azors & c., are not
part of outr baggage, not anticipating a stay of
over a couple of days.

I omifted to say that the people o4 the
ne4ighborhood are well affected, and condemn in
str0ong teams the niotens.

Evansville Enquiner June 18,1855,

NEWS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR

Binch Creek Junction. June 16th 1§55,

Hat?:

I wrote you on the 14th and take advantage of
Mayor Hughes return, to give you a continued
detaif of our movements. 1 have just xeturned
from a visit to Capt. Gavitts head quarters at
the neservoin, where 1 found about 70 men undex
arms, well quartened, fed and disciplined, with
negular guards stationed after night and a
sthong detachment afways hept in readiness
shoutd the 1epairs be threatened. On Thursday

14




night the rumor of a projected attack |to which
I have rnegerned) neached Capt. Gavitt, and the
men and officers undexr his command were called
out under axrms and strong patiols established,
however, as {in our case the +1umor was without
foundation, and the night passed off peaceably,
in  gact 1 do not now think that the
"Regulators," as the scoundrels call themselves,
will make any demonstrations not a ALittle
to the chagrin of some of our's who wished §ox
an opportunily of making such artests as would
have put an effectual stop to these outtages.
(By the by the fetter of your correspondent "C."
without a date, {5 one that shoufd not have
appeared in your paper of the 15th. The idea of
neceiving a whailing at the hands of the
noscally  fiends who attack Like cowards,
disguised and under cover of night, even though
Thein fonce be 3000, 4is one that never entered
the tho'ts of our Little gonrce grom Evansv.ille,
or of those who have joined ws, and this opinion
as far as 1 can judge was unanimows.

The geeling of the mafority of the people in the
neighborhood of the xeservoir are in favor of
Law and order; but if the compromise offered by
them 45 not accepted with the amendments
proposed by the Board of Trustees, the same
outrages may again take place after the 'Guatds'
are withdrawn, and the water §4LLs the xeservoir
once moxe.

The health of alf the men 4is excellent, though
subfected to the uwsual hatd fare of camp Life
when quartened some 18 on 20 miles {rom a
market, and Capt. Gavitt, Di. Walker, Maj.
Hughes and CLay Stinson, the principal officers
deserve great credit for thein efforts 4n
managing a set of men of Auch various pursuits
and habits.

The %epaits to the neservoir ate being rapidly
completed, and by Tuesday o Wednesday we expect
to fLeave for home, and 1 would here mention that
to Mr. Watson the conductor of the train that
brought us up, the thanks of the Company axe due
for his courntesy during the trip, which 1
previously omitted.

15



Gen. Dodd and Capt. Gavitt attended the meeting
on Thursday night when <t was agreed that if the
Trustees would clear the timben off the
Resenvoir, they to the number of ninety would
use every effort to sustain the canal and works,
and now At remains to be seen Aif the
"Regulators" will agree to these Zerms.

From this camp we have no news to nepont.

Evansville Enquirer June 20,1855,

FROM CLAY COUNTY

Binch Creek Reservoin. June 17, 1855,

Hall:- 1 wrote yesterday to you, and today take
advantage of a f{45h canrt going to Terxre Haute,
to send you further news grom our camp. At this
point there {5 nothing of 4interest to
commundicate, further than that we are undex
ordens to KLeave for Head Quanterns at the
Reservosn, and are only waiting gor the P.G.
0'Riley, canal boat, to proceed to foin Capt.
Gavitt's command, probably to-night.

I presume this 44 preparatory to our setting out
gor home, as by some accounts from the Reservoix
this moianing 1 hear that the xepairs to the
breach 4n the dam wilf be completed by
to-morrow night.

A conference oxr treaty has been effected between
about ninety (it is said] of the inhabitants of
the country adjoining the Reservoir, and the
Taustees of the Canaf, whereby the fLatten agree
to cut and clear off all the timber between now
and the 141 of February next, and the {ormexn
agree not to molest on destroy the works. but to
Lend their add 4in protecting them against the
attacks of any €L minded o evil disposed
persons grom any other portion of the county.
1§ the Trustees will stand up o their part of
the aghreement, there s no doubt that the
country people will act up to theirs, for as 1
have atready stated, the {Lawless proceedings of
destroying the Dam, originated in the want of
gaith on the part of the Trustees 4in not
performing their oniginal contract. The burning
and cutting away of the Aqueduct, howevexr, and
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the destroying the shanties and milf property
sdtuated on the neservoin was a piece of wanton
vandalism, and admits no excuse ox paeliation.
The health of Lieut. Catson's command 4%
excellent, which {5 more than could be expected
f7om the arduous duties that men not accustomed
to noughing 4t, had to pexform. Capt. Gavitt's
command are afso free from sdickness, and the
whole company of the "Guards" Look f§otward with
pleasure to the near prospect of a dismissal
grom their voluntary service, as all have ties
of other business or family which make a
prolonged absence 4inconvenient; though 1 have
not heard a sdingle negret that they had
volunteered, and 1 can safely say that were it
necessary forn the pubfic good that we should
nemadin Longen, not a dissenting voice would be
heard, centainly not ftrom our detachment, the
names of whom I gave you a day or two ago.

«+..1 expect we shallf be en noute §o0r home on

Wednesday, and my next communication may be
personal.

Evansville Enquirer June 22, 1855,

Head Quantens, Binch Creek Reservoir,

Monday, June 1§, 1855,

Dean Journal:- But Little of intenest has
transpired since my fLast, except that anothex
agteement has been entered into between the
cdtsizens of CLay county and the Canal Trustees,
but whethen that agreement amounts to a
settlement or not time only can determine. My
own opinion 4is, that the Trustees are dealing
with 4innesponsible parties who will adhere to
thein contracts  while 4t sudts  their
convenience, and again violate them upon the
slightest pretext of offence. The Trwustees have
acted upon the propositions submitted to them by
a committee on behalf of Clay county, and with
AsLight modifications have acceded to them. 1In
A0-doing the patties have only ne-itenrated
another contract, to clear the timber from the
Reservoin, which, you have alieady Learned §rom
my Lettens, the Trustees have ever been neady to
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do. The natificatcon of the treaty took place
to-day upon our camp ground, and A0 far as
matters connected with the canal atre concerned,
the difficulties may be considered settled g0
the present.-

What has been gained by the Clayites except the
carrying of an Aimmaterial point about which
Little controvensy has ever existed, it i
difficuft to discover. In {fact there is 0
Little 4in 4it, that it would seem impossible that
they should be willing to adjust such Huge
gt4ievances as they claim to have sustained o
40 small a consdideration. 1t 4is to be hoped in
view of the vast importance of the Reservoir 2o
canal navigation, that no furthen difficultics
may ever ardise, but it has become a part 04
the natute of the people of Clay county to
believe that thein 4ights have ruthlessly been
trampled on, by that "soufless corporation," as
they are pleased to call the Canal Trustees. 1t
will be a part of zthe education 0f thein
childien, and the apitit of rnebeflLion will Long
be chenished against the city of Evansvilfle gon
the Ainterest she has manifested in maintaining
Law and onder, and protecting the canaf
propenty. :

We had some haxd sadn  which have somewhazr
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Dutrieng, we skl mostl Cikeiy be detadned untiid
Wednesday or Thutrsday. We all have the utmost
confidence 4in the management of Genetral Dodd,
whom we f4ind to be an accomplished gentlemen,
and an efficient officetr. He will do his duty

An any event. Enclosed you wifl find the
nesobution which are the basis of the settlement
above negerred to.

Evansville Journal June 21, 1855.
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NEWS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR

Binch Creek Aqueduct. June 20, 1855.

Dean Hatl:

The "guards" under Capt. Gavitt's command have
made 17 annests, and the men were taken befoxe
Esq. Robentson, of this township, when the
examination was adjourned till Wednesday zhe
27th,- Messts. Bright and Edmonds, f§7r0om Terre
Haute fon the Trustees and Mt. Hanna, of Bowling
Green, Clay Co., for the defendants.

1 believe we shalf turn owr faces homewards
to-night by the packet boats P.G. 0'Rifey and
Pennsylvan4ia. '

Evansville Enquinen June 22, 1855.

On the evening of June 20th the Evansville
Guards departed CLay County for Terne Haute via
the canal. Aften a dinnern at the Texrre Haute
Hotef hosted by Genexraf Dodd, =he company
Left by train for Evansville. Nine days Later,
on the night of June 29th, the embankment of
the Binch Creek reservoin was again cut and the
waten drained.

CANAL OFFICE.- The Thrustees of the Wabash &
Exndie Canal have erected a substantial two story
buifding for an office on Ohio Astreet, near the
dwelling of Mx. Rice. The nooms are farge and
well §inished. There 4is also attached a small
fine-proog noom on the south sdde. The whofe
building 4is of superion finish, containing fout
Large nooms besides the basement. The house 45
40 constructed that at any futwre day 4t may be
converted 4into a dwelling. The offices will
soon temove f§rom the ofd office to the new.
WABASH COURTIER December 17, 1853.
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CANAL CELEBRATION
Opening of the Wabash and Erie Canal to Teqne
Haute-Finst Arnival of a canal boat §rom Toledo.
On Thursday morning Last, owtr citizems wexe taken by
surprise, by the artival of two canal boats-The E.A.
HANNEGAN and G.R. Wafkex, through the W.E. Canal g1om
above. The E.A. HANNEGAN, owned by H.B. Smith, and
commanded by Capt. M. Robertson, direct we believe
grom Toledo. On board the boat were many gentlemen
grom towns, and the Wabash above. Among the number,
we noticed the Hon. J.R. Pontex, Josephus Collett,
Esq., Mt. Robext Barnett, Mr. George Thompson, Mx.
Jas. Johnson, Superintendent 0f the Cana, and others,
enjoying the f§inst ride on the W.EE. Canal to Tenne
Haute .
Shontly agter Landing, through the politeness of the
Proprieton, and Capt. of THE HANNEGAN, a band 0f music
from Town, and a crowd o0f owr citizens were given an
excursdon n4ide of a mile and back on the Canal. On
neachding town the second time, the whofe company was
greeted with noar of cannon, and cheens grom crowds on
the bank.
AL thnee o'clock a fine dinner was served up at the
PRAIRTE HOUSE-to which the proprietons of the boats,
and gentlemen comprising excutsion passengers on the
HANNEGAN from above, were invited. Some excelfont
addresses wene defivered-and toasts approprdiate to the
occasion given, in that spitit of hearty good-feeling,
which A0 Jinteresting an event was caleulated 2o
inspire. The boats both neturned on the gollowing
day. Thus opens and commences trade on the W.EE.
Canal §rom Tenne Haute nonth. This is an epoch Looked
to for years. In the magnitude of the event, many
scarcely believed it possible ever to realize the
happy consumation. Doubts are now dissapated.-The
boats are here, and trade commenced. Occasional
breaks in new banks ate of coutrse to be expected.-Some
delays incident to new wotks are A0 much a matter o4
course, that none should be disappointed at shoxrt
dntentuptions 4in navigation for Aome time to come.
The present season 44 50 far advanced that no great
progress 4n trade can be expected this Fall. The
prospect here Ais fain for Spring business. A gr1esh
4mpetus will be given to trade, of which our town and
country will immediately experience the good effects.
WABASH COURIER  October 27, 1849.
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"Efue Hole" ov Eel Rivetr Summct Deep Cut
Splunge Cueek flood contrel structure incorporat Lng
stone from Lock #47
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