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Renains of Wabash Dam No. 4 at Delphi"



-irn the ]ast issue of rMrAlrA CAI{ALS rre pubrished the
lirst part of Mike lr,trcCormickrs article on ColonelThqnas Hordsr,vorth Brake and senator wilriam CrarrfordLi-nton. In this issue r,ue corplete his article onthese t$lc nen 

_ 
v*ro lrere very instn-rrental i., theconstn:ction of Indiana's canals. As nentioned inthe previous article, and the nrrst recent newsletter, the canal society and Vigo co"ntv Hi=ttricalSociety are in the prccess of rJising noney-to nnrf<the graves of these tlvo nen during [n" fgga 

-spring
tour.

COIONEL THCTIAS HOLDSI^IORH BLAKE
and

SEI\IAIOR WILLIAI"I CRA!{FORD I,INION
by l"tike ldcCormick

ll:e Internal Inprovenents Act provided for theappointnent of six persons r*ro, together with thethree existing Canal Cqrmission6rs, ;; toconstitute the ,'Board of -internaf 
Inprovenents. ,,

?It '" history of active involvenent in internaluprovenrents nnde him a 1ogical choice to se::re onthe boarrd.
Blake hias- the leading Wtrig candidate for.Congress in lB38 e,en though -Go.r"*o. 

Ilobre chose tonrn. l.leither r,von the seit; it rrent to Alfred S.White, a corprornise-candidate, after 36 ballots, inthe npst contested Senatorial election in thestaters history. Blake,s popularity was nurafydaunted; he was naned chainLn of tfre Whig StateConvention-
In 1840 Blake was instnnrental in the foundingof 

- 
st - Stephens Episcopal church in his hqre tor^rr

1a helped organize the original Terre Haute FireGuarC.
In May, L842, after a short business venture i_nIbrre Haute wit-h a ::elative, Itrqnas nourne, B]akeaccepted President John T\r1er,s appointnent asCqrmissioner of the united- states Generar IandOffice jn Washington, D.C. and senred irr thatprestigious position until June, 1g45. As usual, heperforned _the job. alnnst faultlessly. But he wasneeded back in Indiana.

bj



Ttte state legisl-ature spent nmch of its 1845-46
session debating how to convince bondholders, nEnyof wtrqn r"ere fi Europe,- i"-i"i"" their iignt topaltnents so that the state could cary>rete the ivabash& Erie Canal to the Ohio River. BLakers fornerregisrative colreagnres and Governor Jares !,Itritcorb,a forner Terre Haute lav{rer, thought that thearistocratic I'Iarytand native r^ras the nnn uest suitedfor the task.

As a result, Blake becane Indianars firstFinancial Agent to Eu:ope and , accarpanied byCharles Butler, r,vent to EngJand to seek n6re iunas.The tr^,o r^,e::e not successful in accon;rlishing theirgoal. Bondholders rdere reluctant to loan nprerroney--even if it v,rErs secured by canal 1ands__without first receiving some of tlieir ,,on"vL.r..But lrake inpressed the rondon financiar 
"dr.*-itywith his appea.rance and }<nowledge of fiscal matters.

When Blake returned to the United States, hewas selected by the creditors as a nenber of thethree-person (Blake, Butler and i"Ji"""p"fi"resident l\athan B. palner) board or tmsiees or tnWabash & Erie Canal. On July 31, Lg47, he becaneresident t^rstee and ncved the wabash & Erie canalheadquarters to Terrre Haute. Ttre canal wasadn-inistered fmn Blakers office therreafter.
_ B-l-ake I s perforrnance as resident tmstee wasadmirable. He raorked tirelessly to prr*t; thecanal. Each )ecrr during hG a&ninist-ration,

revenues increased. In his book IIIDIA*A CAI{AIS,Paul Fatout said:
"Blake, as, harrd a vrorker and as vigilantas a rrEln could be, exhrorted subordinatesto be nore careful, but he was unable toreform aII hurnan r^;ealgtesses or toeradicate htrnan stupidity. "After dedicating his adult life to secure thefinest internal inprcvenents within the state,sbudget, the Wabash & Erie Canal defeated Blake. Hedied of cholera on trlovenber 2g, 1849 in a Cincinnatihotel. He had contracted the disease durj-nq theLB4B-49 canal epidernic. He was r"eturningfH, tn"east on canar busi,ess v.tren the finar staies or tn"irrness^ co_nquered him. He did not rive to see hisdream fulfitled: the canar had not been corpleted.

Ho''uever, he was e*are that the first uoatsi- g.a.



Hannegan and G.R. Walker -- had reached Tlelte Haute
on thd canal a tTonth earlier: October 25, 1849-
. One of the last people to talk to tsIake before
his death was Colonel Drake, later founder of the
Drake Hotel in Chicago. Drake was a Cincinnati
bellboy and, at the sick nnn's request, read "The
Lord's Prayer" to Blake twice. Blake Iistened
quietly, clasped his kr,ands and said: "I-olrd, to thy
knnds I cqnrend mY sPirit."

Coincidentally, Terre Haute businessnnn
Chatncy Warren also was irr Cjncinnati for an eye
treatnent on Blake's final day and srsnncned
Blake's brother by telegraph about his critical
ocndition. Ttre notice was much to late for Dr'
Janes Blake to be at his bnotherrs bedside. A

steanboat ruas hi::ed to bring the Colonelrs body to
Terre Haute, down the Okrio River and up the Wabash'

ltre respect with wtrich Blake hlas held is
apparent in virtually every r'vriting referring to
hjm. Fatout saids

"By his death the canal lost a good rnan,

earnest, honorable, tireless irt his
efforts to nnke the Wabash & Erie
discharge its obligation. "

Covernor Joseph A. Wright said"
"ltrdnas H. Blake died in the midst of his
usefulness, having filled a proninent
place in the history of his country. He

!',as a nan of honor and integrity; he held
the confidence of all wtro knew him and
his loss is a Public one."

Linton, fidgety and ne::rous, was a stark contrast
to Blakers aristocratic aire. Earle recalled:

"Of William C. Linton I can rerember very
little in the long ago. I lcrow that he
kept a store on the east side of the
public square. He was a snall, spare
yeltow conplexioned m.rn- He r^puld walk
back and forth behind his colmter, when
not busy, very raPidlY with his arnrs
swinging or gesticulating as if in fierce
debate with ssne unseen person- He r'uas

a very newous man but not without
courage. I saw him exhibit that qualj-ty
once in a rennrkable IIEnner I'Io one



did nrcre for Terre Haute than William C.
Linton in hi_s day. "Linton, though frair, was not afraid to stand nose-to-nose with ssre of the roughest characters on themidnestern frcntier. An eirfy case jn the VigoCircr:it Court found Linton guifty of assault andbattery and fined hirn "Th::e" Ootl.". "
William Linton and his brcther, David, care toTerre Haute in about 1g1g frun Lancaster,

Pennsylvania- Born in L794, wiliam Linton rmrried
Ann Aspinr,vell, in 1820. They had four ctrildnen.

David Linton, born in l_800, joined his olderbrcther in Terre Haute at an early age. In the1820s, the Linton brcthers operated a stone
together with substantial success. Ttre Lintons
r,.ene called "prcspercus,, by several sources. David
Linton also died in '1835, a few npnths after hisolder brother, at age 35.

Senator Lintonrs dedication to his hcne
ccmrnrnity was best rnanifested by his civicocnmittrents. He was selected a nenruer of the vigo
9gurrty boarcl of .crcunty cqrmissioners in Augrusl,
L82L. Together with brother David, he obtained one. o-{ the villageil. first nerchandise licenses in L824.He was the- first- presiQeqt of ttre -tErE HauteLibrqry (L824) and served j-n that capacity uneilhis deith. He also was nanred the sole Ccmni3sioner
of Construction of the Vigo County Court House the
sanp year. In L827, after the death of Ann tinton,
Senator Linton nrarried Eliza perkins.

Though the staters need for a canal was
Lintonrs first priority, Linton had other
interests. He was elected to the Indiana Senate
frqn CIay, Sullivan and Vigo Counties for three
consecutive tenrs: L828-29t L829-1830 and L830-3L.
On Deoember L1, 1830, Linton was nared a nember of
the seven{rEn cqrmittee to draft the Indiana
Historical Society I s constitution.

In 1.831 Linton was a nenrber of the five-nnn
legislative cqnuittee selected to draft the
original Indiana Civil Code. He lost scrre
political favor as chairnwr of the Civil Code
hnnittee wtren he publicly criticized Governor Ray
for keeping the Iouisiana Civil Code at hcnre
instead of placing it in the Indiana State Library,.
The incident has been referred to by Indiana



historians as "The Case of the Overdue Book." It
rnay have crcst Linton re-election in 1831.

Ironically, it was not Linton's idea to issue
the criticisrn; it was Linton, horaever, wtro publicly
advised the Governor of the qcmnittee's trrcsition.
Linton had the intestinal fortitude to do
unpleasant tasks.

Lintonrs ocnmittnent was too raell-recogrnized
to keep him away frcrn public service. He prcnptly
was appointed a Wabash & Erie Canal F\md
ccnmissioner, serving in that fiduciary capacity
frcrn 1832 until his deattr. During his tenure as
F\rnd Ccnmissioner, the State reguested Linton to
nnke several trips to antl frcm east coast banks
entrusted with nany thousand dollars in specie. He

nade the trips by foot, horseback, stage, wagon'
stealnboat, canalboat and rail, frequently not
sleeping cluring the entire trip in order to protect
the noney. Letter books describing the trips
renrain in the Indiana State Library'.

or1 January 31, L835, William C. Linton
suffered a violent heart attack and diecl in
Philailelphia wtrile on wabash a Erie Canal business.

Linton $ras clefeated in his only bid for
Congress in 1833.In L834, while still serving as a
Funa Cffmissioner for the canal, he was given the
exclusive responsibility of obtaining funding for
the Terre ltraute branch of the State Bank of
Indiana. On ltarch L, L834 he departed again for
the east, keeping his ususal detailed accounting.

The Torim of Linton and Linton Tomship in Vigo
County, thankful for efforts in chanpion'ing the
canall were naned after him posthunously in L841.
Yet one Greene County history nerely nentions that
the tovm was nalred trafter an Indiana senator."

william Linton was active in the establishnent
of the First Fresbyterian Church here. In t827,
David Linton built Terre Hauters first rnansion on
the southwest crcrner of Seoond and Wabash. It was

later npved to a location betroeen 5th and 6th on
the south side of Ohio Street. Later it was npved
again to be closer to Ohio Street. It vlas finally
torn dcn^n in the 1950s. In 1830, Senator Linton
acguired rafrat becare Spring HilI Farm (the hcne of
coi. Richard trl. Thorpson for rcmy years) and built
the first inprovenents on it. The Linton brothers
acguired s-ubstantial property during their



residencies in Terre Haute.
It is a historical travesty that thegravestones on the Linton-Blake rot at woodlawn

ceneterl'have disappeared with the passage of tine.At one tifie -_, accrcrding to an- LB97 nehrspaperreport a tall shaft rose above Blakers gnave
reocrding a list of his inpressive achievenents.On the back of the shaft, there hras thisinscription:

"By his side reposes his young and lovelywife, Sarah Linton, died auguit, 1.g3L, in
the 22nd year of hear age.,,

*****
CATIAL OFFTCE. The ltustees of the wabash & Eriecanar have erected a substantial tr,ro story buildingfor an office on ohio street, near the aiie[ing oiItlr. Rice. The rooms are large and r,vreIl finished.
There is also artached a srnair fire ;;;i-i* 

"nthe south side- The wtrore buirding i3 oi 
"op"rio,finish, crcntaining four large rocrls besides thebasenent. The house is so c5nstructed that at any

lyturg-.day it.rnay be crcnverted into a a*ifing.- The officers wi-11 soon renrcve frcrn trre oia-officeto the new.

DRY DOCK. A Dry Dock has been constructed alongside the canal a short distance above the firstlock above the basin. rt is carcurated to hordnine or ten boats, taken in for retrnirs. Foq, 
"r"novtr in, btocked_ up high and dry tb Ue iepairea atleisure. Besides those in tha Dock, 

"&--dor"r,boats are no$r 1ying in the Canal along siae, nnoreaup for the winter.
WABASH @URIER (Terre Haute)-Decembr 17, 1g53.*****

BOAT PTJI\(PS
suPERroR to any before offered to the pubric. Arso
BOAT LANIERNS and all kinds of BOAT WARE of the
F"! guality kept on hand or nade to order.Boatren and others wanting anything in our rine areinvited to call... IrcOD & CoFort Wayne Sentinel - April 6, L944.

rl
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WABASH & ERIE CAI{AL MEC}ANICAL STRUCruRES

Tow path bridge over Doanrs Creek 120 feet long;
tr,vrc spans of 60 feet each, with one bent in the
rniddle. Bridge above high water of White River.

Tow path bridge, 50 feet long, half a rnile above
lrlevfuerry dam.

Nevilcerrlr dam. Ttris stmcture is 444\ feet long,
and L2 feet high above low water of the river'
About 290 feet of the dam is on rcck, the renrainder
is on sand and gravel. Ttre foundation is forred by,
first, a course of brrrsh about two feet thick with
nen standing upon it. ltren six courses of ties, the
first being 60 feet long and stepping off- the last
43 feet long. Llpon this, there is built a crib 4!
feet high at the lover, and 6 feet high at the upper
sides,- 29\ feet wide neasured in the dinection of
the stream. The upper and lor,,er sides of the crib,
to the height above noted, are pJ-unb. Ebtr,een the
first and second and third courses of tinbers in the
Iorruer sides of the crib, a space of 6 inches is left
to admlt the f:ree escape of any water that may get
jnto the crib thnough the dam or aplron tirrbers

Upon the-lorrer end of the crib alre apron tinbers
L4t feet long, securely spiJ<ed to the tinbers belovtr
and closely jointed together. Ihe crib has five
courses of lineal tinbers in it, held together by
rcund ties, dovetailed at the ends, and securely
pinned at the points of bearing. FYqn the apnon,
Ieaving a projection of l-3 feet, the dam is raised
the renninder of its height by 4 sticks of tinber
laid close together and forrning a slope on the lotaer
side of 1 in 4.- fhese timbers are secured in their
position by rcund ties dovetailed into each other
and into the upper stick of the sql;rre crib, and
also by the covering timber and plank. ltre covering
tinber is l-6 feet long, travilg their support in the
rniddle. ltre first course of timber at the q>per and
Iorer side of the square crib is 18 inches sqJuare.
The apron and tinbers connected therewith, are held
together by 700 spikes 22 inches long and one inch
sq[Erre, and 350, 18 inches long and 3/4 inch square.
Ttre wtrole crib is r,vell filled with stone-care being
taken to put the largest under the apron and the
body of the dam, and the fine naterial near the
upper side. At the upper side there is a course of
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lax

lhee! piling extending about 4 feet below thefoundation, or dornin to the rock. Ttre upper end ofthis piling is spiked to the-upper toe-stick of thesquare crib. Fbqn this point up to the coveringtirrber, the square. crib is planked, 
",ukf;g ; jointwith the covering timber.

Above the dam, .raised to the height of thesquare crib, there is a bank of gravei and finestone, topped ?If with Jarger stone. Below thefoundatlon of the north_wesi side of tne river,extending out fron the abutnent r,rtrere the::e is nolock, there tras been put a Large qr:antity of bmshrcck, to prctect the abutnent and dam fnqnunderrnining. Ttre cqrb of the dam r,ras raised fivefeet A on the upper level fron the guarC lock down.The north-west abutnent of the dam is a cri_b oftimber 60 feet long, 20 feet wide frqn out lo out,and 31 feet frigh. 
-The qpper four courses of theabutnent are stepped orf -at the ror,ver end. Ttreabutnent crib .is held together with round tiesdovetailed at the ends. Th6 abutnent is built on afoundation of hewn timbers }aid close 

-iogetner,
placed 3 feet betow tow water of the ;i;;;. 'v:

Below the abutnent there is a prctection wall oftimbers 40 feet long, raised 27 feet tigh,--.e"edingfnqn the river at the 1orrcr ends as-they rise,secured by roturd_ ties extending into the .,.i#.:_ Uu'tof the rlver. In frcnt of th]-s wall there is stoneand bn:sh protection.
On the south side of the river there is a river

l*f,_adrnitting of the passage of flat boats, 105feet ling and 21 feet widl- ft" rock is buirt on thecrib plan, dfid is of the sane height of the north-uest abutnent. Ttre crib next the river is filledwith stone, and the other also to the heighi of tenfeet. The foundation timber of this rock-is pracedon solid rcck 3 feet below lour water 
"ath; I_.rr.t{ear the river lock and a little below tfr"-.*g.of the dam is 1":"tq the gruard lock, th.."A *richthe water is adrnitted to rlea the canar south frqnthis point. rhe gruard iock consists of buttresses to

legeive and support the gates and crj_bs on "."h "id"between the sane raised 5 feet high. ,r*"-- thesecribs the::e are posts and cap raised to the desiredheight. The -c1ibs of. the gr.rd 1ock a::e raised tothe sane height as the riiEi lock_say to 22 feet



t-
.$o\,.: bottorn of Cana1, being 4 feet above cxi_r::rni3
high water of Wtrite River.

in the upper gates of the guard lock th,rre are
eight paddle gates 2 by 3 feet, for the passa.E: of
mter into the Canal. Just at the upper end of t:!re
guard krck there is a culvert for hlnlraulic purpos,3s,
yi*"h 4 sliding gates jrr it 2 by 4 feet.

Ro.rd bridge I{o.129. At tlevrberry, a short
disfanss below the giuard lock.

Slinkaadrs Creek Dam. l-L miles below l.{ewbel-ry.
ltle becl of the structure is fine sand of the nrcst
treachercus kind. The for:ndation of the dam
onsists, first, of a course of brush about t'rro feet
thicl<, and then thnee courses of round trees-the
fir-s-t t,p 35 feet long and the upper course 25 feet.
lte dam is 100 feet long between the abutnents, and
i-s cunred trp stream, having a versed sine of L2\
feet. ISon the foundation there are five cc.urses of
a?nge tinrbers, each course consisting of five lengttrs
of Limber 21 feet long. To these tinbers the apron
tirrbers 13 feet long and 9 inches thick are securcxi
b,y suiLable spikes. ltre space betr,veen the ljneal
tinbers and the foundation under the aprcn is fil_l-ed
with stone. Tlre top of the apron is three feet above
lrcric lirater of the creek. Fbqn the center of the apron
o.lre breast of the dam is raised, consisting of sevefi
courses of tinbers 21 feet long and 12 by 18 inches,
b;* t*rich the arctr is raised 7 feet high. In every
alternate course the range is cqnrenced with a slrort
stick so as to break the joints. ttre rarfiole is raell
secured with wrought spikes. Ttre bmsh and trecs are
cut off snr:oth at the upper end and tr,vo courses of
stect piling 7 feet long driven, the upper enrls being
sp:l-ked to the upper range of timbers under the apnon.
The piling extends out to the ends of the wings of
the dam 22 feet. Above the darh there tr,as been put in
a large qtnntity of srna1l stone, fine brush, and
other naterial. Ttre foundation of the dam was put inl 4 feet belorr.r lour water, and the cqnb is raised 5 feet
above bottsn of Canal, rnaking the dam 10 fcet trigh
above lotnr water.

Ttre abutnents of the darn are 50 feet long and 14
feet wide fnorn out to out. Ihe wings at the r.rpper
end are 22 feet long. Itre abutnents rest upon a
foundation of hewn tinbers laid close together, and
they are raised 18 feet high above the sane. Ttre
Iorrer ends of the abutnents are stepped off-top



course 34 feet long; wings, and part of face of
abutnents, planked.

The boats crcss the pool a short distance above
Slinkard's Creek dam by rreeins of a tow-path bridge.
ltris structure consists of one middle s1>an of 60
feet, and trao end spans of 40 feet each. Ttre bridge
is supported by tr,vo high bents resting on mud sitl in
the bed of the creek. On the caps of the bents there
are sub-chords 30 feet long, qlon wtrich the chords
Erre placed and securely bolted. Ttre chonds of the
bridge consist of three sticks to each span 10 by L4
inches, and require no other braces except those
extendirg frun the posls of the bents to the ends of
the sub-chords. ltre bridge is 7 feet wide, fmn out
to out. Lateral bracing is intnoduced in the middle
span.

The Slinkardrs C::eek guard lock is located just
below the dam. It is built upon the plan of the
lbvilrerqr guarril lock, having 8 paddle gates in the
upper gates of the lock to .a&nit the passage of r,rater
domr the Canal. The buttresses of the lock are
raised 23 courses high, nnking the top 22 feet above
the bottsn of Canal.' At the l.brafoerry guard lock the 1evel of the
botton of the Canal is depressed one foot, giving
five feet water irr the Canal fnun lbrafuerrlr to the
Eirst lock above I'laysville.

Road bridge 1,1o.130. One rnile below S1inl<arrdrs
Creek.

Culvert t{o.L68. Length of culvert 105 feet. Top
of sane 2 feet B. Top and portion of sides planked
over.

Road bridge lb.1-31. Road leading to White River.
Culvert I\b.169. One space 10 by 2 feet. Top of

culvert 2 feet B. Length of culvert 101 feet.
Road bridge tb.132, G,vI Prairie.
Lock I,[o.60, of 5 feet lift, walls ]_2 feet high,

built on the crib plan, of tjnber.
Culvert I\b.170. One strnce, 10 by 2 feet c1ear.

Iength 99 feet. Top of culvert 2 feet B.

To be continued.
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The Southern Division of the Central Canal

The recent Canal Society tour in Indianapolisillustrateg aqple evidence of the curpletion of a
lnrtion of the Central Canal. The fndianapolis
Division, hor,lever, was not the only section oi the
Central Canal to be ccrnpleted. At the southern endof the Central Cana1 roughly 20 miles had also beenopleted out of Evansvj-lle. During the course ofits crcnstruction this section had crcnre to be knor,rn
as the Southern Division of the Central Cana1.

For the people of Evansville the first nentionof a canal cane during the 1834 debate of a bill tofirrther extend the Wabash & Erie Canal. Under thisact, approved February 6t L835, a numhr of canalsurveys, including one frcnr EVansville to
Indianapolis, $rere authorized . Ohio engineer,
Etancis Cleaveland was given the assigrnnLnt of
trcading the locating party and estinating -costs for
tne route. The prirnary problem in locating this
canal was the ridge betr^,reen the patoka ana OfrioRivers. In July 1835, Anderson Davis was sent to
survey the entire sunnit frcrn princeton (Gibson=
Cannty) to Vienna (Scrctt County) to find the lorlestgnints. B.y-the end of the year the practicality ofa EVansville to Inclianapolis eanaf had ireen.
deterrnined. The resulting route was L94 rniles long
arxl estinated to crcst $214001942.

With the January' 27 rLB36 approval of the
Internal Inprovenents Act the intention of buildingthe Evansville to Indianapolis canal became arelity. Uncler Section 4, part 2 of the act, part
of the Central Canal was to run frqn rndianap6lis
...'rthen@ dormr the valley of the west fork of
White River to its junction with the east fork of
said river, and thence by r the nrcst practicable
r:oute to Evansville on the Ohio river,'. . . . In
EVansville the citizens $rere overjoyed and
arrangeflEnts were rnade for a tvlay 4th celebration.
At noon a 40 foot pennant with the nptto "Internal
Irq>rovenents. was hoisted to the firing of a
national salute. I\D hours later all th6 gruests
assernbled at Warnerrs hotel for a procession to a
prepared nEal. During the celebration which
follovred nunrerous speeches and 30 toasts hrere



gr_ven.
At about the sane tine steps r,vere being taken

to inplenent the act with John A. Graham breing
appointed ormissioner and C.G. Voorhies appointed
resident engineer. One of Voorhiest first acts was
to order the resurvey of parts of the sunmit and
the final route into Evansville. O,n JuIy 9th the
first advertisenents rry€re placed in Indiana,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Iibw York and Washington, D.C.
ne$rspapers. Contractors t,vere notified that sealed
bids r,rould be received in EVansvi11e on $krvenrber
1st for 25 to 30 rniles of the Central Canal. At
that ttre bids r,vere rnade on sections 1-39 and
sections 1--3 of the Lannsco branctr or mill racre.
Contracts for the sections ernbracing L9l miles r,rere
awarded by l.,lay 1837 and ralork begun. On May Lst
trnsters roere issued in EVansville calling for 21000
laborers on the entire Central Canal. Workers at
EVansville r,vere prcrnised $20 per npnth with fare
and lodging of the ncst crrnfortable character
furnished. By the end of the year four sections
y?fq.9gry' eled.and accepted and several others only
needl-ng their banks triJnred. An early shortage oi
workers meant that the averaqe force on the section
was only 180 rrEn. Surprisingly, tr,ro-thirds of the
r,vork force were Hoosiers. The principal structures
on this portion of the canal r,rere the pigeon Creek
dam at the head of the line and the stone arch
culvert over Sguaw Creek. Since alncst all the
water for this part of the canal was to ccnre frqn
the White River dam in Greene County, it wqs
decidecl that the intervening heaw sections should
be let at he next bidding. In adclition it was
decided to increase the depth and width for part of
the canal south of trthite River to increase the flcrrrof water. This
donation of nearly

inrportant with the
to the state for rniIl

purposgp- by the tovn: of Lamasco, adjoining
EVansville. At this locati-on there was a 5O foot.
drop to Pigeon Creek wtrich crculd be used to pouer
industrl,. Construction of this 67 chain long
extension necessitated the construction of another
stone culvert adjoining the basin in Evansville.

In l-838 additional crcntracts r,rere let for the
heavy-work north of the original lettings. These
included sections 69-70 at the pigeoi sunrrdt,
sections 90-91 at the patoka enrbanlsrent, sectioni

was more
7 acres
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100-101 at the Patoka sunmlt and sections 120-125
at the White River ernbanlsrent. AII of these works
reguired extensive excavations and hrere expected to
take 12 to 18 nonths to crcnplete. Plans were alsogrsidered for constructing one or tr,vrc reservoirs
in Pike County. During 1B3B nrcst of the raprk in
the area of Evansville had been ccnpleted and it
becane knovun as the Southern Division bf the
Central Canal.

In 1839 this division was ccnpleted and ready
fq water. Four sections innediately above the
Pigeon Creek dam hrere abandoned by their
srtractors. It was believed that the dam r,ould be
able to supply the canal with water frcrn pigeon
eeek for 7 or I npnths of the year. As a result
of this belief it lias proposed that water pooer be
Ieased at Iannscrc in spring. 1840 dfter the oanal
ras fiIled. As wrcrk progressed rapidly on the four
detachetl r^,rcrks the entire Indiana irrprovenrent
program hras on the verge of crcllapse. The national
depression and fiscal irzegularities had put the
state in severe finiancial difficulties. As
result plans h,ere nade to close dorr.rn a1l but
nost essential projects.

L840 was both the zenith and nadir of
Southern Division of the Central Cana1. In
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spring the canal was fi1led frcrn the feeder dam onPigeon Creek. Boat builder Robert Webber,
ocrq>leted one or mcre canal boats for use on thecanal. At this tinre there were at least tr,vrc boats,
one each passenger and freight, on the canal atEVansville. It is not knovm if the water poh,er was
ever leased. At the sarrp tiJre all roork on the
canal was stopped. Fyqn January through NlarchrJohn
fraham settled crcntractors clhims for ielinquishing
their crontracts. . In this pfocess the state paidthe canal contractors to break the ontracts.In 1841 the canal was considered navigable.
Anos clark was appointed superintendent but iittr"
business occurred due to a want of water. On June6| 184L a neeting was held at princeton toarbitrate the final craims for vrork at the pigeon
surmit and white River enrbanknent. 

- -if,r."
appraisers r^,rere brought frbm Xentucky to fix thefinal value for the work. Iater in the year the
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board transferred care of the division to adif ferent superintendent.
In L842 tr,,o changes carre to the SouthernOivision. On Janugry egth the C,eneral e==",Ufy

approved a 1aw which all0raed pri-vate clcncerns tocontinue the statets work. Under this actr-*ti"f,
aborished the Board of rnternal rnprovenrents,'runa
Ccmnissioner and Chief Engineer, the Cross Cutcanal and southern division of the central canarhere to be crcnsidered one ontinuous rine to be
known as the wabash & ohio can1. on the ro[&ingday the C,eneral Assenrbly approved ,,An Act toprovide for the preseryation oi-the southern end ofthe southern division of the central cana1. underthis act the vanderburgh county ccnmissioners r^jrereto take charge of the canar frcrn gvansvilre to the
feeder dam. Thel r,vere !9 keep it in repa.ir, adoptrules and crcllect to1ls untif the canal wasreclained by the state. Al1 oosts r,uculd be
refunded by the state with 6t interest. Since aportion of the canal lras located in adjoining
war5igk county, their ccnmissioners r^rere pei-rnitteato take egual interest if they chose.

1843 brought canal neetings in Evansville areaealling for land. grants to be used for extendingthe Wabash & Ohio (sqnetires Ohio and Erie) to-Evansville. An 1844 article nentioned thatl the
canal had boats navigating on it. On JuIy 26, Lg45
the Evansville Tornrn Board ordered that the ovmer ofa rrood boat in the canal near Mai:,t Street be
ordered to rrove it within six hours of beingnotified by the marshal. During the next few year
the canal fell into disrepair. Evansvitteqrntinued to lobby for its crxrpletion and rebuilt
road bridges over its rernains in tohm. The
approval of the Butler Bill in 1847 called for the
crnpletion of the Wabash & Erie Canal to EVansville
by way of the forner Cross Cut and Southern Canal
routes. In 1848 the pigeon feeder dam was repaired
and over the next tr^,o years the original southern
division was returned to order. In Novenrber 1g50,
Robert Webber arrived again with the first canal
boat at Evansville. For the next tr^,o years he
navigated the original southern divisioi until
the Pennsylvania arrived frqn Toledo on Septernber22, 1-853, giving Evansville a ccnpleted canal 17
years after it was begun.
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THOUAS H- BLAKE

,I993 PRESEBVATION PBOJECT

OBJEGTIVE : FUNDS FoR ( 2 ) - GBAVE IIARKERS
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.BEAUTIFUL COLOR DHAWNGS . ( 80 PAGES) 'NEUT

WE NEED YOUH
ALVTN HARLOW ( 72 PAGES )

SUPPORT
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ALLOW 2.3 WEEKS FOF OELIVERY
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above oottom of Canal, being 4 feet above cxi.r:e-rri3
trigh water of Wtrite River.

in the upper gates of the guard lock ilr,:ce are
erght paddle gates 2 by 3 feet, for the passa.ge ofwater i.to the Canal. Just at the upper Lnd of r:lre
guard krck there is a culvert for hydrJuUc purposes,
with 4 sliding gates in it 2 by 4 feet.

Rozrd bridge I{o.129. At l,ler,lberry, a short
distance below the guard lock.

Slinkaad,s Creek Dam. 1! rniles below lbwbeuy.the becf of the structure is fine sand of the npsttrcachcrcus kind. Ttre foundation of the damcorrsists, first, of a course of bmsh about trlrl feetthicl<, and then three courses of rcturd trees_thefir-st tiuo 35 feet long and the upper course 25 feet.
The dam is l_00 feet long between the abutnents, and

= 
cu:rred up st::eam, Gving a versed sine of L2\feet. IJpon the foundati-on there are five ccurses of

r-ange tinber^s r €6rch course consisting of five lengdrsof Limber 21 feet rong. To these t-irrbers the aprontinbers 13 feet rong and 9 inches thick are seeu:*vJUy suit-able spikes. Tlre space betraeen the l_jlealtinbers and the foundation ,nder the aprcn is iitleelw-ith stone. The top of the apron is three fee.!: above
rcnnr wrater of the creek. Fbqn- the center of the apron
';he breast of the dam is raised, consisting of sevencourses of timbers 21 feet long and 12 by 18 i.rch"u,
br* wtrich the arch j-s raised i teet high. In everyalternate course the range is ccnnenced with a shortstick so as to bneak tne joints. The uitrole is veJ.l
secured with wrcught spikes. The bmsh and t::ecs arecut off snrroth at the upper end and tr^o courses cf
sh19t _piling 7 feet long driven, the rlpper ends being
lplked to the upper reinge of timbers ,r.rAe. the apron.
The piling extends out to the ends of the wJ_ngs ofthe dam 22 feet. Above the darh there has been put ina large quantity of snralJ- stone, fine brush, andother naterial. The foundatj-on of the dam was put in4 feet belornr low water, and the cqrb is raised 5 feetabove bottsn of Canal, rnaking the dam 10 feet irigh
above lorr'r water.

The abutnents of the darn a::e 50 feet long and 14 .feet wide fmn out to out. IIre wings at ttie trpperend are 22 feet long. The abutnents rest upon afor:ndation of hevm tinrbers raid crose together, andthey are raised 18 feet high above the sarrE. Ttrelovtrer ends of the abutnents are stepped off_top
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