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town and securedi and the hu11 floated by
a short time afterwards, all efforts to
land it at this place being unavailing,
but it was strongly manned, and we
presume, that it was got to shore and
secured in a mi-le or two of town.

The Sarchet was
Dousochet Brothers of
Indiana, two of whom r^rere
capacity of Captaj-n and
and two children of the
board also.

owned by the
Mount Vernon,
on board in the

Clerk. The wife
former, were on

There was no insurance on the boat,
and her owners estimate their loss at
seven thousand dol1ars.

There was freight (valued in the
aggregate at three thousand dollars) on
board for several towns and landings
between this place and Eugene, Ind, the
most of which we presume is a total l-oss.

It is impossible for us to convey an
idea of the frightful and hopeless
condition the boat presented as she reeled
and surged in the angry water, like a
feather in the wind. Chimneys clashing
together and tumbling overboard-furniture
and freight bursting through windows and
doors-the cabin breaking to pieces-men,
women and chililren clinging to whatever
they could seize on the hurricane deck to
prevent being thrown overboard-steam and
smoke enveloping the boat-presented a
scene of consternati-on indescribable.
That all on board escaped with their lives
is almost miraculous.

The officers and crew lost nearly
everything. A number of them are without
hats or shoes. The freight book was the
only thing saved from the clerkrs office.

We presume the fate of the Kate
Sarchet wiIl deter boats hereafter from
attempting to cross over the dam to avoid
lockage. Several boats narrowly escaped
destruction, during the present season, in
attempting thisr dt aI1 times a dangerous
experr-ment.
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CELEERATION OF THE OPE}]ING OF
TIIE WABASH & ETiE CANAI

Tuesday, the 4th of July, was a great day for
Fort Wayne. On that day thousands of citj-zens of
Indiana and Ohio assernbled here to celebrate the
opening of our Canal frorn the Wabash Lake Erie-the
r:niting, by the best, shortest, and nrost eligible
route, of the navigable waters of the Northern Lakes
with those of the Mississippi. A week which we
sincerely believe ranks in importance second only to
the great New York canal; and one which is destined
to create as great a revolution in the route of
trade ancl travel as even that great roork itself.
Boats have been running from l4anhattan to Lafayette
ever since the opening of navigation in April last;
but the celebration of this auspicious event was
postponed until the anniversarl, of our National
Independence. It was a celebration-not by the
citizens of Fort Wayne-but those of the whole line
of the canal and surrounding crcuntry; and our city
being on the sunmit 1evel, and the point where the
rork was first connrenced, was selected as the nost
eligible for the celebration to be heId. Our
citizens cheerfully entered into the spirit of the
rcasion, and nade ample preparations to receive and
entertain all who might conre to participate in the
festivities of the duy, and interchange
mngratulations on the consurmnation of this work, to
t*rich r,ue have looked for:vyard so long with such
earnest solicitude and fond anticipation. A free
atimer was provided, abundantly furnished, by the
Liberality of the citizens of both country and toun:,
rith every thing the crcuntrl' produces, and aII rnade
ilrange[rents to acconnxcdate as many guests as their
hrses nould hold, and to furnish hones for all
alrirg the tinre they might renain here. The result
ms, that of the thousands who that day assenrbled
twe, not one, as far as we have heard, failed to be
dortably acccnnndated, or left here without being
satisfied and grateful for the hospitality
elqnrienced. Vf,e take pleasure in recrording this
rr*lle oonduct of the inhabitants of our city, as
Udry the spirit which animated every breast, and
tb buoyant feeling which the conrpletion of thisiryontatt roork exciLed.



On the Saturday previous, the gruests began to
arrive, and by Sunday evening the taverns lvere

wj-ng. On Monclay afternoon the canal boats
began to line our wharves, and crcntinued without
intermission through the night to land their
passengers, aI1 anxious to participate in the coming
celebration. Each boat was nret on its arrival, by
the Reception Conmittee, who took the passengers to
the houses they were to nake their hqnes during
their visit. On Monday night the Toledo Guards
arrived, and having brought their canp equipage with
them, pitched their tents on a beautiful green west
of the city. On Tuesday norning, about six otclock,
C,en. Cass, the Orator of the Day, arrived in the
packet boat Ohio, and was escorted to the nransion of
Al1en Hamilton, Esq. where he renained during his
sojourn amcng usr and were much pleased with the
urbanity and affability of his deportment, and with
the boundless hospitality of his host.

Throughout the forenoon, visitors frorn the
interior of the countr1,, renxcte frqn the canal line,
flocked in by hundreds, on horseback or in wagons
and vehj-cles of every description. We have not
learned the exact number of canal boats present;
they extended in double tier the whol-e length of the
city, frorn the upper to lower basin, and being
noslly decorated with flags, gave to our wharf a
very interesting appearance. ...

...At eleven o'clock, an inrnense procession was
formed on the Public Sguare, and rnarched to a
beautiful shady grove on the farm of Co1. Swinney,
where the exercises of the day were perforned. The
procession was nearly a mile in length, and was
enlivened by several bands of music. The Kekiogn:e
and German bands of our city fully naintained their
high reputation, the latter appearing to great
advantage in their new and tasty uniforms, with
several appropriate banners. The Defiance and
lllarion bands ably seconded them, and deserve much
credit for their attendance....

...On arriving on the ground we found several
hundred ladies in attendance. After the bands had
played sorne national azrs, the Rev. I4r. Boyd nade a
fervent and appropriate prayer. H. McCullochrEsq.
read the Declaration of Independence; and Gen. Cass
delivered the admirable address which will be found
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in our previous columns. As we presrme all will
read it for themselves, it is needl-ess for us to say
any thing in its praise.

The conpany then proceeded to another part of
the ground, and partook of a plenteous cold ation
prepared for the occasion; and after drinking the

toasts, listening to speeches frsn sonre of the
distinguished gentlenren present, and replies to
letters of i-nvitation frcrn those who could not
attendr-returned in the saflle order to the city, as
well pleased with their entertainnent. The letters
rnay be found on our 3d and 4th pages. Every thing
was conducted with the utncst regularity and
decorum, and nothing occurred to mar the pleasure of
a celebration, railrich we predict will long be
rerrernbered by all who partici-pated in it.

The number present is variously estinrated at
frsn 10 to 151000. It was allowed by all to be the
largest assenrblage ever witnessed in Indiana with
the exception of the Tippecanoe Convention.

The next nxrrning Gen. Cass left here on his
return home. He was acconpanied to the first lock
by the conrnittees, several citizens, and our bands.
He expressed himself highly pleased with the
appearance and prospects of our city, and the
attention he had received frcrn its inhabitants; and
his visit here has nade an impression on the minds
of all which will not soon be erased....

July 15, 1843. Ft. Wayne Sentinel

Although the work had begun at Ft. Wayne eleven
years earlier, it wasn't until the canal's
corpletion to Lake Erie that the Wabash & Erie Canal
took on real importance as avenue for conrnerce. For
several years the canal had only been able to nxcve
persons and products arnong the northern Indiana
tq^n:s along the conpleted 1ine. With the completion
of the Ohio portion of the canalrFort Wayne felt the
tjnre was right for a suitable celebration to nnrk
its new connection to the east. In lr{ay of 1843 a
series of nreetings were held to appoint conrnittees
and solicit qcntributions for a July 4th celebration
marking the conrpletion of the Wabash & Erie Canal



from Lafayette to Iake Erie. The resulting
celebration, as described in the Ft. Wayne Sentinel]
was typical of the 19th centurl'. Invitations were
sent out to proni_nent national politicians such asI{artin Van Buren, Winfield Scott, Henry Clay and
Daniel Webster. At the celebration their lett&s of
regret and thanks were read to the crorrvd as if they
were there. General Lewis Cass, picked as orator oi
the day, had his entire speech published, taking up
alnxrst a third of the paper. I'ollcnring his address
the traditional toasts and speech making began. The
13 regrular toasts roere all followed by three to ten
cheers and a like number of gnrns being fired. The
toast to the nerncry of John Tipton was follorrued by
the cro,x1 standing in silence. The 9th toast of the
day to "The union of the waters of the Wabash and
Iake Erie, by the Wabash and Erie Cana1, we no\^7celebrate as a great and glorious
achievenent-lasting gratitude and honor are due to
the Congress of 1827, for their generous grant of
land for its construction, and to the States of Ohio
and Indiana for thej_r energry and enterprise in
consunrnating the great workr" was net with a rousing
20 cheers and gruns. With the cornpletion of the
regrular toasts, there began a series of volunteer
toasts from other dignitaries and mernber of the
crovsds. As in all celebrations of this type theentire day was laid out in advance. The Ff.- Wayne
Sentinel of June 17th published the "Order of lfre
Day'r for the celebration, which foIlows.
1st A natj-onal salute of 26 guns from the Fort atsunrise. 2d At 9 orclock A.M. a salute of 1_3 gunsin honor of invited guests and strangers. 3d At l_O
o'c1ock A.M. 3 minute guns will be fired, when the
procession will be formed on the public Square and
narch to the ground under the direction of the
I{a.rshal1 of the day and his assistants. As a part- of
the follovuing procession were "L00 Miami Warriors in
fu11 crcsture" who were scheduled to perform their
war dance. The editor r,rrrote with syrnpathy of the
MianLi" tribes plight at the hands of the whites andtheir soon to be "final adieu to the land of theirbirth and the graves of their fathers and renpve
beyond the Mississippir" stating that their
perfornnnce- roould inpress on the minds of the
Y+88"38"3*ig?&i8fittf",Eh? 

"h'69,.flS%ta"Ay?v 
bv the
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hhb*r & kie GmI Itbdrr[cal Strrlues krtirEd.
lle vate:s cf Yo.ngrs bardr, are reeirreil into tle caral by a

sralt feeck sjx a ei$rt chairs jn 16gth. IlE dan aorcss tle
s@n is 60 feet lcrg ard b/o feet hidl, hdJ-t cf tirbtr.

Orl\ffit }b.L28, oe tle sbcre gnt:l' hardrrcf vmd, 10 feet
by 2+ feet wiX rcqtdrc an ere cf $10, b siarery it.

Ofl\Et Nb.129, in Attica, cf \nmal, 2 ryars, 10 feet b1, 2
fdsicrm@.

n:r Attica, ttee arre t/,o rcad brjdps, lG.5B ard 59r/rilt last
fire e six 1er:s.

An ryrmt uas na& by tle State cffie:s, ard nJt yet
fiilfill€al, b srect a hddp in tfE Wps part cf AtLic, in
oenntatjcn cf darry.tle @st wilt be abolt $400.

Iod< Ib.35, 6.20 feet. Iift, cf tinbe, hrilt pcn UE fuilre
plan, this lod<:fpms to be \^eIL buiJ-t ard jn gmd oditjcn, rmy
last sjx tr sren !Ear:rs, tle gtes wilt last tlnee 1e::s. lte br3e
M-ryttaf bracs r,rse 1# crrt in hdldirg tfds hd< ard m:st be
inneaUtefy adj^d.

M bidp Ib.60, fe Vti-IliarryrL rcad, wjIL last six 1ffi"s.
o:1ret Ib.130, cf \nmd, Ll feet bV 2* feetsJneged.
M h:idp }b.6l-, nay last six 1mrs.
eqrcd.ct lib.9, cre Shnaree q€d<, crE qml cf 80 feet cf€r:

TtE bnrk ard s4mbrucUrc are rpcn tle sare plan with aqrdwct
I{c.l-, oe t}E St. I\hrls, b t}e FLio-:lar esipUicn cf vhid:}
refesre is fse nae. Ar:ffis ae cf o-rt sboe naru1,, tle
vtnle vrd< 4prs to fa\E besr \^elt orsb.rteil, ard nay be
oesiM pormrsrt, oq:liry tlE br.mk, vfddl wjX rEed rssaal
ore in 10 1m; as a flliie ocrytim b this lcnd<, it shruld
be statecl tfft tb dods cn vhidr tlE rifille sb:tcb-ne dryands are
&orBd jrs:fficisrt in stryUr, ard I hE\E advised ttnt aditicrnl
sbmgth be gnm it, by addiry a sbrrg ircn dain c br octsAirg
tle Isgttr cf tle ctori, ard attadrirg to €d:r f@t cf tle edr.
The opa"e na1, be S300, ard wiX be paid in tle epadiUrc cf
1848.

At tle srth sd cf tlds a+,=drct, tle SLsrre feefu is
rcci\red. It js rm cre*nlf mile in lsgUr ard b,e1re feet wi&
at tle bcttcn"

Fbefu dan re Ssrre Gd<, B0 feet lcrg ard 8 fet high,
hrilt rycn tlE us.ral crib p1an, is in god oeditim ard nay be
orsifued a safe sberlrre. te ahtrmts are cf Ufibe ard na1,
last ssr c eiflrt ]Blrs.

Ofttrt }b.131rcf \^ood, l-1 feet b/ 2* feetsicrmryd.
OrI\E:t }b.l-32, cne Far cL€d<, ttds is a Jage crrt sbe anil

q 30 fet dod, ad bejry hailt cf re1'scft sardstoe, tlee nay
be wre &$t cf its dnability. TfE *crE arc rEE affecLed by ttE



lreattEr. ne udcraddp arys b be gmd ard ttE crfl\E:t is
at prestt jn good ccrditjor

hd kiQe 1b.63, ray last six ym.
O:I\Et.1b.133, cf vod, 11 fet fy Z* teetsfcnaged.
bd kidp 1b.64, \,qilt last six ym.
O:I\EI Nb.L3l, cre*alf mi.Ie abcre Ocrirgrdr, cf vooal, 2

qnlrs, lL feet fy :-sicnegea.
flmd gates rm tle sare plae, a'l'l cf vrcal, wi_IL last sjx

Iffi.
Icd< Ib.35, l-0 feet. Iift, hdlt cf ftrbtr rpcrr tle fuare

p1an, rrt ue[L crrsbrr:ted, hJt with cae ad sre repi]:s, ray
last fqr e fire leEns, gates wi.It last ttrce 1€d:s. This lod<
is in brlrgbcn.

fn Grlrgbm tfee are tlo rcad hd_Qes, Its.65 ard 66,
vhich na1, last folc e fire 1els.

Ofl\Et.lb.l-35, 3 ps, L0 feet h/ 3 fet, brilt cf Ufttr
ard simrya.

Flood gaB, ce ard a lu-lf mife belor Ccvirgtcn, cf vmd,
wj-Lt last sJx 1m.

O:I\EI lb.l-36, cf hod, 1_1 f€t by 2t feet.sirre@.
Ofl\E:t Ib.137, cf vmal, L1 feet. by 2i fe-sirregd.
Orle:t lb.L38, cf vmal, 1l f€t U Zi Hs.lrreqed.
Orl\et Ib.139, cf vnod, tl feet by 2* feet=nreryd.
bd kjdp 1b.67, re mile abore mqpvj1ie, wj_ll last six

cr. sren yErs.
bd kjdp lb.@, fcr mqpri::e rcad, cf vod, wiIL last

sjx e sren )ers.
Id< 1b.37, 9 fet Lift, just cfpcite nm6rlfe, hj_Lt cf

Ufibtr r.por tle fiare p1a"r, vdcrarstrip o<reealrgIy bad, with
cccasicrnl q:airc, rmy last tlre e for 1m, gates wiIL last
tlnree 1ers.

Tb,\rjrg path kl-@e acLcs tlE noth cf mq1srille si& o.rt,
rct finished hlt jn p:re cf custrtrticn.

hd kidp Ib.69, at led cf I'smi1''-tui/ in ryress cf
ffi fini.ffi ad tinbtr &l-i\B€d.

Oil\E:t I\b.1110, cf uffi feet by 18 irdes=irrryd.
hd kjdp Ib.70. this kjdp is wtu crnbzct, ht rtrt

ocnpleted.
hd kjdp Lb.71, at lodi, rEar ttE orcssirg cf ftal

cr€d<-in grcal cL&, ild wjIL last 7 c 8 1er:s.
118 kjdge last kjbed is at tle tarnimticn cf tte

fini# canal, ard ttE o:rrrsgrgt cf tlp rEAr ccrlbiacts let cn
te 5th Algust, 1847.



INIIAB @$ltS is ubfisr€d eEEry by tte fral-
hi€ty cf Trdiaa. Ba< is.Es ae aaiJable by
hriijrrr tte ffiety at 3U E Eq, St., Et. !qrE,
ng 468se. Ssd a:Eides ad oemsrts b ttE diE,
Star Schrdtt at 39ffi N. nflEr #1.F, EasviLle, IN
ATlto.
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REPORT FFIOI"I THE trANAL trtrLLECTNR'S ilFFItrE _ FBRT I"IAYNE

Eanal sctivity heavy / VElurne of canal event= increasing
Hany canaxler= have paid :SlE annual taw charge, but we =ti11 hav=

some h$aters with un=sld cargo c,r jr-tst ab=ent rninded.
Red dst sn mailing label rnEans your toll has nrrt reached the

CoI lector's office
No drt meians y$ur nalnEl has cleared the trollector'E rrEc.l-ds and y$u

rnay prc,reed toll-free along the Indiana canals fsr trne year.
De=pite the Fanic nf 'gl/g? some canateler= are doing uel1

- sending extra lS for our Society. Thanl:s fsr the suppsrt.
Please send ytrur tollta.nnual dues) & regervation fnr Spring Tnur

The Fsrt l^layne Collectc,r- February 1O, 1??e

Eanal Saciety of Indiana "NEg'rs *1o:rg the Tar*path"

SPRINE TCIUH - APRIL ?51?b

If you have nst filralized your plans to attend nur Spring Tour,
please dr' so today, l,le have paid reservations now fc,r c.ne bug and are
beginning tn fill the secnnd. If yau plan to attend, please =end yEur-
reserva,tinn nc,wl. After I'tarch 1 Ne will begin advertisiirg the tour- tc'
other grctr-rps in the FTI^I arEa.

The tour *ill leave frnin Peace Church pr-ornptly at 11:O{tam. The
Saturday schedule ig outlined in the January Hexsietter. In a#ititrn-
to the Vermilyea hsuse tsurr Ht will al=o be touring the Sr.linney
Homestead. Hembers of Settler'g wi 11 he pr-oviding histor-icaI
infarmation ahout the home and the family- This hc'me is mentic'ned in
this issue of Indiana Eanals. This i= a unique opportunity to =ee and
learn abrut these histaric homes.

Final infc,r-mation and direstions ahaut the tsur will ccme nut with
the hler+gletter in late l"larch. Yot-t should be placing ytrur reservatinns
and arranging htr'tel accornodatisn=. A trivil [,Jar Rsundtable group will
be holding their national conventic,n here that Earne ryeekend. Eost for
Saturday/Sunday is tt15 far mernber= and guests until Harch 1. {Sunday
only) r+i11 be tS6.

Let's celebrate our l0th Anniversary trgether in Fsr-t l,Iayne.

SPEAHERS EUREAU

The announcernent for eur nei{ Eptaker'= bureau ha= heen =ent to
r,ver 50 hi=tarical organizatisng threughc,ltt the state. Re=pc,nses have
been vEry positive. The Indiana- Historical Seciety trill include our
neh, program in their farthcoming lists of =peal.:Er= on hi=tE'r-ical
tapir=. They alsr purchased tr^lo videos far their library. trther
Brirup= ha.ve a1sc, ordered this professicnally pt-oduced tape rrf Indiana
canal histar-y. The VHS t+iII be inrluded in the Epring tratalc,g crf the
Indiana Histarical Eoriety. Ec'st 93t1 pc,stage included - trSl.

INDIANA HISTARICAL trAilFERENtrE - HCCBRPIItr}TS CREE}T HAY 1 g. E

The Earral Society has heen invited tc, rnake a Fresentatic'n c'n the
event= and the histnrical =ignificance c,f the Gr-c,naupF Lock Ltntrover-'t'
in Fart lalayne. It r,^lould be nice.to have a goc'd membership tutt-:-rr-rt-tt of
CSI rnember= to =uFpor-t IHS a-ird Bill- Pt-tqra.{n.
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PERU LOCHHEEPER'S HOUSE " Great Nec{g rr

Histor-ir Landmarkg Ftrundation of Indiana has provided a 3-year
ls,an ts Bur To*n - Peru ta preserve the =ite. The Schmidt'= and Jerry
Eietty were a.t the news conferentre Gn Feh.6. Hs. Karen Hiemnec of
Landrna-rkE FreEented a tSlOIOOO check ts kiclt off a restoration prrject
that could cust IS6SIOOO, Eur Toun has already done a supsr jc'b in
restoring an old railrEad depot. CSI will keep yoLt infor-rned and help
encourage financial suppart. We will tour the site on the FalI Tour.

I.JHITEI^IATER trANAL TRAIL

The Society ha= just learned that the state DNR has anncunsed the
creatirrn of an B rnile hiking & cycling trail from l"letamsra tc,
Brookville. This trail r+i11 follow the railroad and canal treipath.
The state plans te begin develc'prnent this Elrmmer. The trail will
begin at the Duck Ereek Aqueduct and pass heside ranal lrrcks and sther
canal =tructr-u-Es. Costs? t:tElO - $1 million ) depending $n the trail
surface treatment. If succe==fulr the trail niIl be expaned to the
Laure1 feeder dam. trSI applaud= DNR fsr this positive actisn.

I.THITE}TATER CANAL

Paul Baudendistel report= that the cr,ntrover=y over a new railraad
depot is stil1 a very active suhiect (.Jan Nerrsletter). The hearing sn
Jan. 3 centered around tr*o issues: Dses the DNR State Historic
Pregervatisn Bffice have authority ts aIlsw the depot to prnceed?
Dc *he.*f,*.ct5* jus*-*E1a-gr-.aot-ingi,--a trerlrii+-^.Snrne have ra-Lqed*,Lhe==*--=-
question: "f s the l^lhitewater RR really a railrcrad sr a trenceEsiriit?"

A= a Canal Society hrE! are concerned ebeut any detrimental impact
s;t the state canal site, but we realize the railroad does bring many
tourists to l.letamora- Lle are hopeful a trtrmPromise can be reached.
Another problem has developed in that the State has been unahle tc,
produce the neces=ary deed ts shrrw that they snn the tnwpath. The
next hearing is I'larch 4 & 5. Paul keep us infarmed-

If yeu are planning an eiarly Spring vi=it tn Fletamsran he awarE!
that the canal is dry a= repairs proceed on the Duck Ereek Aqueduct,
The Harl.; is to he campleted by April 4. On the ather handt a visit
now r*puld allar+ you to see the Aqueduct r+c,t-k it-t pt-ogress.

DELFHI trANAL PARH

The Carroll Eo. l,la-ha=h & Erie Eanal As=sciatic,n reached a
mile=tone in Jan. when it became debt free. Firral payment suas made pn
a lglan fram the Ehar-le= Esuen family tc'Inovt the BE.wen log house tc,
the tranal Pa.rk, The Assc,ciation ha= crntinued to expand the Parl* a=
they repaid the lnan. Plans for other pr-oject= include new restrotrrn5r
an entrance sign and histsrical narkers along the trails and canal'

hrith cnncern, trSI learned that Jirn French has undergone tuua
ar:girrpla=tic heart proceedu:-e=n first in Decernher and again irt
January. Fnrtunately, the outlcrnk i= good. They tran't keep an "Erle
canat*1er " dcrlsn.

OTHER trONtrERN5:

Nate Tagmeyer
in Sep, 1991, He
but it appear= he
and Nate will be
ta be with us at

has iu=t recovered frc'm dauhle heart hy-pas= surgery
had strtne rough gning this Fall with trorllPlication='
has turned the cnrner. t"le are hapeful that A1eda

ahle ta jr'in c'il:'ur.Spr-ing Taur as they $rEI-e unable
nelph i .


