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y'huc,k Whiting, CSI board member fi'om Lar,vrenceburg, Indi-
I _ 

ana, has been doing a great deal of research on the Whit".n,a-
V ter and Cincinnati & Whitervater Cana,ls er.,er since he lvas in
charge of getting a canal marker placed at the jr-rnction of'the ts,o
canals. Much of his research has been done at the Ohio Historical
Societl,; however, he has also spoken to people living along the ca-
nals asking for additional information. He receir.ed the follou,ing
remini.scences {rom \\rilliam Viel of West Harrison, Indiana fiom a
booli "an old lad;, hacl." The top 9f tlre pagcs saicl Franlilin Cgr-rnty,
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Indiana, but we do not know the date or publisher. This led to further
research b.i.g done on McCafferty at the Indiana State Library by
Carolyn Schmidt. There she found a newspaper article on microfiche
about McCafferty's son and trvo other men. This article sheds more
light on McCatrerty's life and personality as well as giving us more in-
formation on the canals. Both the reminiscences and the newspaper
article are quoted in their entirety.

REMINISCENCES OF JOSIAH MCCAFTERIY

Half way between Brookville and Cedar Grove there lived a few
years ago, Joseph McGafferty, one of the last captains to operab
a boat on the \A/hite Water canal. Some years before his death
he reminisced about the days when thousands of tons of produce
were hauled up and down the canal.

,WELL, I KNOW A FEW THIN65 ABOUT THAT OLD
CANAL,' 5AlD CAPTAIN /v\CCAFFERTY, "FOR, MAN
AND BOY, I HAVE BEEN NEAR IT ALL MY LIFE. I

USED TO HIDE BEHIND TREE5 AND THROW sTONE5

lnside this issue:

Josiah Mc0afferty & ltYhitewater Canal

Reminiscences of Josiah Mc$afferty

lntense Rivalry Between Boat Grews

Greetings At Cambridge City

Memories of lndiana Canal Days

Who Was Erasmus Gest?

The Railroad and Street Railroad Years

Numa Update

Helped Move Riley Lock

1

2

4

7

I
15

17

21

23

24



Wionrer 2001 Page 3

AT THE IRI5H LABORERs WHO WERE BROU6HT
HERE TO DI6 IT. THE DIC,6IN6 BE6AN, I THINK, IN
1836; lT WAs ALONC, SOME TIME lN 1B]9 THAT THE
WATER WAs LET INTO IT FROM LAWRENCEBUR6 TO
BROOKVILLE, AND. IF I REMEMBER RI6HT, IT WAs
OPEN TO CINCINNATI ALON6 ABOUT 1848. UB4l)
THE CANAL BROKE IN 1847 AND AC,AIN IN 1852,
AND CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DAMA6E, BUT WAs
BUILT UP A.6AIN AND BUsINE55 INCREAsED FOR A
WH ILE AN D TH EN BE6AN TO LET DOWN.

,THE FIRST BOAT WAs THE 'BEN FRANKLIN.' 
'HEHAD BEEN RUNNIN6 ON THE MIAMI CANAL FOR A

NUMBER OF YEARs, AN D IT WAs DECIDED TO BRIN6
HER OVER HERE. 5HE WA9 DROPPED DOWN FROM
THE MIAMI CANAL TO THE OHIO RIVER AND
FLOATED TO LAWRENCEBUR6 AND PUT INTO THE
WHITE WATER CANAL. I BOU6HT HER AND
CHANGE D TH E NAME TO 'H EN RY CLAY AN D TH ERE
WERENT ANY BOAT5 ON THE CANAL THAT COULD
MAKE ANY BETTER TIME. I BUILT A NUMBER OF
BOATS TO SELL, AND ALWAYs 60T 6OOD PRICES
FOR THEM. THE FIRsT BOAT BUILT AT CEDAR
6ROVE, WAs CALLED THE'NATIVE,'AND WHEN 5HE
STARTED ON HER FIRST TRIP THERE WA5 A 6OOD
DEAL OF EXCITEA\ENT ALL ALON6 TH E CANAL. TH E,NATIVE' WAs A PA55EN6ER AND FREI6HT BOAT
AND WAs FITTED UP IN A MANNER THAT WAs
6OR6EOU5 FOR THO5E DAYs. THERE WERE TWO
CABIN' AND LAR6E STATE ROOMS RAN6ED ON TH E

5IDE, THE SAME A5 I5 NOW sEEN ON PA5'EN6ER
sTEAMER5. STEPHEN COFFIN WAs THE BUILDER
AND CAPTAIN, AND WHEN HE sTARTED OUT ON A
TRIP HE ALWAYS MADE A 6OOD DEAL OF FU59
ABOUT IT.

.FINALLY I BUILT A BOAT (ALLED THE 'BELLE OF
INDIANA,'AND THERE WAs NOTHIN6 ON THE CA.
NAL THAT TOUCHED HER ANYWHERE. THE SWAN
LINE OF PA(KETs WAs PUT ON ABOUT THAT TIME.
THEY DID NOT CARRY ANYTHINC BUT LI6HT
FREI6HT AND PAs5EN6ER5, AND IT WAs EXPECTED
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THEN THEY WOULD MAKE A FORTUNI FOR THEIR
OWNERs. BUT THEY DID NOT PAY, AND AFTER A
5EA5ON OR TWO THEY WERE WITHDRAWN. I CAR-
RIED PA'sTN6ER5 ON THE'BELLE OF INDIANA'AND
SOME OF THE MOsT FAMOUS MEN OF THT DAY
UsED TO RIDE WITH ME, BUT I DID NOT PAY A
6REAT DEAL OF ATTENTION TO TH EM, FOR 6TNER-
ALLY I WAs TOO BUsY.'

INTENSE RIVALRY BET\A/EEN BOAT CREWS.

"There used to be some lively times on the canal, no doubt?"

"LIVELY IsNT THE WORD FOR IT,'
CHUCKLED TH E OLD CAPTAIN..THERE WAs AN INTENSE RIVALRY
BETWEEN TH E BOAT5, AN D TH E

WAY THEY USED TO RACE WAs A
CAUTION, AN D WH EN ON E BOAT
TRIED TO PA'5 ANOTH ER IT WAs
ABOUT sURE TO END IN A FI6HT.
TH E CREW OF A BOAT WA5 TH E CAP-
TAIN, TWO sTEERsMEN, COOK AND
DRIVER. AND SOMTTIMES THEY ALL
60T INTO IT, DOWN NEAR (LEAVES
(CLEVEs). OH IO, ON E TIME, TWO
BOAT CREWs 60T INTO A FI6HT
AND ONE OF THE MEN WAs KILLED.
THAT WAs TH E ON LY KI LLIN6 I EVE R
KNEW OF, BUT I 

'AW 
A WHOLE LOT

OF THEM BEAT UP.'

"Ever get into a scrap yourself?"

,OH, I CUES' I HAD MY 
'HARE.'ANDHE PULLED HI' TALL ATHLETIC

FORM UP TO IT5 HEI6HT, "BUT
NONE OF THEM WA' EVER sERIOU5.
YOU 

'EE, 
I HAD ONE OF THE FA5TEsT

BOATS ON THE CANAL, AND WHEN I

(AME'ROUND THE BEND, THE

".. . .that
was the

onfy
Eiffrng I

ever
Ertew of,
6ut I saw
a wfr,ofe

fot of
them

6eat LLy."

OTH ER FELLOW JUsT TOOK IT FOR cRANTED THAT I
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This is a modern day view of the mill on the Whitewater Canal in
Metamora, lndiana. This view is looking toward the west; to the
east are the aqueduct over Duck Creek and the lock just beyond.

WOULD 60 BY,50 H E HU66ED TH E 5HORE AND LET
ME PA55-'

"What was the most exciting time you ever had on the canal?"

"WELL, I HAD A RI6HT 
'MART 

EXCITEAATNT, BUT
TH E C,REATEST TIMT WA' WH EN TH EY OPENED TH E

CANAL TO CAMBRIDC,E CITY. WI KNTW FOR A
LON6 TIME THAT THE CANAL WAs TO BE OPENED
UP TO THAT PLACE, BUT WI DID NOT KNOW ]U5T
WHEN IT WOULD BE, 50 WI ALL LAID AWAY A'



The passenger boat on the left is tuming to the right so as to pass another boat going in the opposite

direction. Note that the horses are pulling the towline tight as the passenger boat proceeds upstream'

The mules of the other boat are resting and the towline is down in the water so that the passenger

boat rnay pass over it. The other boat will continue to drift downstream with the cun'ent" This photo

was supposedly taken in 1845 along the Whitewater Canal towpath. It is the courtesy of the White-

water Valley Market Guide of March 17, 1982.

rcstno
a.

E)5

E



Wionter 2001 Page 7

MUCH A5 POs5IBLE AND WAITED FOR THE WORD.
sEVERAL TIME' IT WAs REPORTED TH E WATER WA'
COMIN6 DOWN, AND WE WOULD EDC,E UP CLOsE
AND 6ET READY FOR THE RU5H. IT WAs ]UsT LIKE
TH E RUsH E5 TH EY MADE DOWN IN TH E IN DIANA
TERRITORY, EXCEPT WE HAVE CANAL BOAT5 IN-
5TEAD OF HORsEs. AT LAsT TH E WORD CAME THAT
THE WATER WAs IN THE CANAL AT CAMBRID6E
CITY, AND WE sTARTED.

'TH ERE WERE TWENTY BOAT5, AN D
EVERY ONE TRIED TO 6ET BY THE
OTHER, AND WHEN WE HAD TO
MAKE TH E LOCKs I TELL YOU
THERE WAs sOME TALL SWEARIN6
AND NOT A LITTLE FI6HTIN6, BUT
NO ONE WAs HURT. MY BOAT
AND ALL THE OTHER PACKETs
WERE CROWDED WITH PA55EN-
6ER5. I HAD THE'BELLE OF INDI-
ANA' THEN, AND THERE WAs
sUCH A CROWD ON THE DECK
THAT I HAD TO SEPARATE THEM
50 TH E sTEERsMAN COULD sEE
THE BOW OF THE BOAT. WHEN
WE 60T IN 5I6HT OF MILTON IT
5EEMED A5 IF THE WHOLE UNITED
5TATEs WAs TH ERE. TH ERE WERE
TWO OR TH REE CANNONS FIRED
AND THE PEOPLE WERE 5HOUTIN6 AND YELLINC,
LIKE INDIANS. JOHN LEMON WAs CAPTAIN OF TH E
,BELLE OF THE WEsT,'AND I WAs PU5HIN6 HIM
MICHTY HARD, FOR HE WAs IN THE LEAD. BUTTHE
WATER WAs NOT DEEP ENOU6H FOR A 6OOD RACE
AND HE BEAT ME INTO CAMBRID6E CITY; BUT I

WAs RI6HT BEHIND HIM,

GREETINGS AT CAMBRIDGE CITY,

'TH E CROWD AT MI LTON WA5 NOT A PATCH IN6 TO
THE CROWD AT CAMBRID6E CITY. THERE WERE
CANNONs, MORE BAND5, THE STATE OFFICERS

".. . there
was some

taff
sw e1aring
an[not a

frttfe
fightirlg."
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WERE THERE AND EVERYONE HAD A 6REAT JUBILEE,
THEY KEPT IT UP ALL NI6HT AND MOST OF NEXT
DAY, AND EVERYONE HAD ANY KIND OF FUN HE
WANTED, AND DID NOT HAVE TO PAY FOR IT. I

TELL YOU, THERE 15 A B16 DIFFEREN(E NOW AND
TH EN. WHY, WE WENT TH ROU6H TH E sTRETCH E5

OI WOODs FOUR AND FIVE MILE' LON6 THEN TO
6ET TO CA/V\BRIDCE, AND lT WOULD BE HARD TO
FIND A 5TRETCH NOW HALF A MILE LON6. THOSE
WERE 6REAT DAYs, THOU6H, AND EVERYBODY
MADE MONEY, BUT MI6HTY FEW KEPT IT. IT WAs
COlv\E EASY AND 60 EA5Y.

"OF COURSE, I WAs AROUND TH E CANAL ABOUT ALL
MY LIFE, BUT I RAN A BOAT ABOUT 5EVEN YEARs,
AND 6OOD YEARS THEY WERE TOO. BUT I sAW
THAT THE BUsINE55 ON THE (ANAL WAs FALLIN6
OFF AND 50 I SOLD ALL MY BOAT5. CLOsED OUT MY
BU5INE55, BOUcHT A FARM AND HAVE BEEN A
FARMER EVER 5INCE. I'M CETTIN6 TO BE A PRETTY
OLD MAN, AND WANT A RE5T. I 6UE55 THAT I AM
ABOUT TH E ONLY ONT OF TH E BOYS WHO U5ED TO
RUN ON THE CANAL THAT I' LEFT, AND IT WON'T
BE VERY LON6 UNTIL ITIE UP FOREVER."

to drop from a foot hitched tandem. They
bridge to the boat were changed every L0
deck and ride to the milesr drr extra pair

(Contbrued/rom page 14)

A popular sport of
boys in those days was

landing. Bridges were
just high enough for a
boat to cl-ear. This
meant passengers must

or lie flat on
when the boat went
der.

BOATS were

Iarge, 60 feet being
an average length.
Horses or mules were

being carried on the
boat. A large door
opened down from the
side and horses were

deck from the tow-path.
un- Boats couLd make a

Ianding almost any

go down into the cabin brought onto or taken

not (Continued mpage 23)
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OLDSTERS REVI\IE
MEMORIES

OF INDIAI{A CANAI DAYS

Recall 81 Years
Of Progress

Morristown, June 18--
Eighty-one years of
change and progress
have come and gone in
the Whj-tewater va11ey
since the last boats
moved along the nar-
row-lane of the old
canal-. Yet there are
living today in Frank-
lin county, Indiana,
three men who rode on
the boats and who have
vivid recollections of
those long ago days.

The three, all in
their l-ate 80's, and
who have been friends
since boyhood days in
Cedar Grove, are Ar-
thur H. R6ckafeller of
Brookvil-Ie, Walter
McCafferty of near Mt.
Carmel, and George
Moore of Mt - Carmel,

been considerable in-
terest in restoring
the o1d canal- and mak-
ing a state park in
the historic and beau-
tiful region of South-
eastern Indiana. And
these men who remember
the days when travel
and shipping by canal
boat was an important
method of transporta-
tion, are very much
interested in seeing
the canal restored.

"I REMEMBER the
boats and riding on
them as well as if it
was yesterday. I hope
they restore the canal
before long. I would
l-ike to see that
done, " Mr. (Walter)
McCafferty said. He
wil-l be 81 in August
and is very active for
his age.

His father was
Jos iah McCafferty,
well-known boat cap-
tain of his day and
one of the last cap-
tains to make trips on
the cana1.Since 1,94\ there has
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Born in 1859, Mr.
(Wafter) McCafferty
said his father Josiah
was 14 when work was
begun on the canal and
he helped in its con-
struction. He later
owned and operated
boats for about seven
years, and also built
boats.

"t0hen my father
sold his packet he
bought a freight boat
and hauled wood to
Cincinnati, "
McCafferty

Walter
said.

"There was a Lot of
produce hauled on the
canal and also a lot
of wood-

THE COMFORTABLE
brick farmhouse built
by Josiah McCafferty
sti1l stands southwest
of Cedar Grove, oo US
52, and it was to this
farm that he retired
from the canal.

Walter McCafferty
tol-d of the Iong tun-
nel between Cleves and
North Bend, Ohio,

through which the Cin-
ci-nnati- branch of the
Whitewater canal- ran.

"The horses were
unhitched from the
tow-rope and led
across the top of the
tunnel while the boat
was pushed through."

This branch of
the canal from Harri-
son to Cinci-nnati was
opened in November,
1843.

Boats were built
at Rochester, (now Ce-
dar Grove. ) The
"Native" was the first
boat built there. It
was a packet r or pas-
senger boat, one of
the finest on the ca-
nal in those days.

Boats were built
at Cambridge City,
a1so, Mr. McCafferty
said.

Mr. Rockafeller
is very interested in
current events. He
often walks the two
miles from his home to
Brookville. He lives
along at "Rocky Rip-
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ple, " his picturesque
cottage on the east
fork of the Whitewater
river, in a.beautiful
tree-shaded setting
with a vj-ew of 1ow,
wooded hi]ls.

HIS FATHER owned
a tanyard and general
store in Cedar Grove
and it was there he
spent his boyhood. He
rode on the canal
boats to Brookville,
many times. One of
the boats he remembers
was the "Favorite No.
)tt

George Moore,
youngest of the three
friends, was 86 l-ast
February. He and his
daughter, Miss Ne11
Moore, live j-n Mt.
Carmel.

"f was just a
1ittle fellow, about
five years o1d, when
the boats stopped run-
ning, but I remember
them quite wel1. And
f remember playing in
the boat yards. The
boats were set on

scaffolding while they
were being caulked.
[ie liked to play under
them and chew the
pitch, used in caulk-
i*9, " he smiles remi-
niscently.

HE REMEMBERS twO
carpenters, A1len
McAffee and George
Dent, who worked on
the boats. As late as
1865 boats were re-
paired there.

Mr. Moore's fa-
ther was a cooper and
barrels he made were
used to ship produce
on the canal.

Mr. Moore and Mr.
(Walter) McCafferty
enjoy reminiscing
about their early
years and recall many
interesting experi-
ences.

'I ran from John
Morgan, the raider, "
Mr. Moore said. When
Morgan came every one
was exci-ted. Walter's
(McCafferty) folks and
my mother and aunt and
their families, ran up
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the creek to hide. We

were afraid we werenrt
far enougth away f or
safety, so went on
farther and spent the
night with some
friends. "

The Whitewater
canal was built to
meet the need for
transporting the rap-
idly increasi-ng farm
produce of the fertile
va11ey. Produce was
brought many miles by
wagon to be l-oaded on
the boats. The canal
was completed in 1-839
f rom f,awrenceburg to
Brookvil-l-e.

THE EIRST bOAt,
the "Ben Franklin" ar-
rived June 8, of that
year. The canal was
extended to Conners-
vi11e in June 1845,
and in October of that
year to Cambridge
City. In 1847 it was
completed to Hagers-
town.

Metamora and Lau-
reL were flourishing
towns in that d"y,

each having a number
of industries. Flour
mi1ls and woolen mi1Is
were run by water-
power from the canal.
Metamora had at one
time a barrel factory,
using the oak trees in
the vicinity for
staves.

The arrival of a
boat was the biq event
of the day in canal
towns. Boats carried
passengiers and pro-
duce, and also brought
news of the outside
world. Many famous
people preferred this
way of travel to jolt-
ing stagecoach and
corduroy roads, often
deep in mud. A fast
boat traveled about
eight miles an hour
and in those days that
was good time.

THE "Golden Gate"
and the "Tom Herron"
were two boats that
plied the canal before
the railroad took
precedence.

(Contimred on page 8)

/
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in 1825 and by 1840 spent al-l- his ti-me survey-
ing. In l-841 his eyesight hras failing and he
had difficulty finding anyone capable of helping
him. Erasmus, who was amidst his transportation
pursuits, returned in April , 1,A4!, to serve as
Josephrs assistant until Apri1, 1944. It is as*
sumed that the Loco Focos got Erasmus elected
Cincinnati Surveyor that year to replace his fa-
ther even though the Whig party did not nominate
Erasmus.

From 1834-36 Erasmus attended schools run by
Mil-o G. Wil-l-iams (b.1804- d.l_BBO) in Dayton, OH.
and then in Springfield, OH. A letter written
by his sister Clarissa to Mrs. Curran, his land-
lady, on October 30, 1835 described Gest: "He isquite able to take care of himsel_f ...being ac-
tj-ve and persevering and though of a 1ive1y tem-per, he has a fine noble disposition. " His basic
education was not received until he was approxi-
mately L4-17 years of age. Whether or not he had
any previous education by his parents or others
was not noted.

Gest l-eft school on hj-s seventeenth birthday in
1836 to become a rod man on the Whitewater Canal
at West Harrison, IN. He kept a sketchy diary
during this time and learned canal building.
Durlng the early months of 1839 he became an as-
sistant engineer on the Cincinnati & Whitewater
Canal that ran from Harrison, OH to Cincj-nnati.
This was just about the timethe project was
stopped due to the economic depression. In No-
vember of that year he had to seek other employ-
ment.

Armed with ]etters of recommendation from Darius
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T,apham, the chief engineer of the Cincinnati &

Whitewater Cana1, and from William Henry Harri-
son (b.1773 d.1841), a strong supporter of
that canal which passed through his property be-
tween Cleves and North Bend, OH, Gest set off

' for Pennsylvanj-a. With the help of his friend
Hartin Corye11, who worked with him on the
Ehitewater Canal and was an engineer on the
Pennsylvania canaI, Gest was hired to be an en-
gineer on the canal at Easton, PA. He worked on
this project until his father requested his help
as surveyor in t844. Perhaps this would have
been the end of Gest's canal career if not for
the Indiana Canal Company needing help in 1856
with their plans to build a canal around the
fa11s of the Ohio Rj-ver. He completed the
'necessary enguiry, examlnation, and researchesfl
required by the U. S, Congress from the canal
company for their proposed project. (An earlier
attempt to build a fal1s canal in fndj-ana
failed. Kentucky eventually built a canal around
the falls on their side of the river. )

Ihe Bailroad and Street Bailroad Years

Stormy, problematj-c and subject to lawsuj-ts are" just a few ways of describing Gest's railroad
and street railroad years in the Midwest. The

, Little Miami Railroad Company hired him as an
engineer in November of L847 where he worked un-
til December of 1-850. His papers reveal details
of his many trials and tribulati-ons over time as
he worked for the following railroads:

r December 1850 Ohio & Mississippi Railroad
Company-Chief Engineer 11 months
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r April 1851 Cincinnatj- & St. Louis Railroad
Company-Superintendent of Engineers, eastern
section

. September 3, 1,852 Dayton c Cincinnati Short
Line-Chief Engineer 13 months

. Four Mile Valley-Chief Engineer

. 1853 Cincinnati, Lebanon & Xenia-Chief Engi-
neer and other jobs

r Cincinnati & Cleveland Short Line-Chief Engi-
neer until 1856

o Cincinnati & Fort Wayne-Chief Engineer until
1854

o August 1853 Western Air Line Railroad and
Fort Wayne e Mississippi Railroad-president

o These two roads plus the Philadelphia, Fort
Wayne & Platte River Air Line Railroad made
up the Fort Wayne, Lacon & Platte Valley Air
Lj-ne Railroad (Often calIed the first conti-
nental- rai-lroad) -President and Director until
October 1854

o JuIy 24, 1856 Cincinnati, Wilmi_ngton & Zanes-
ville Railroad-President and Superintendent
until 1859 (?)

o 1858 Covington & Lexington made a comparison
between railroads construction and operation
costs

r June 7, 1-859 William W. Bagley describes
Gest, the railroader, in a letter as one who
"never declined to come square up to the
work, never flinching and as far as f am con-
cerned always would perform more than he
agreed to..."

r l-859 Five month trip to Great Britain and
Paris to see steel making and to consult an
ear specialist about hj-s hearing in Dublin

r September 1-L, 1861 Civil War-appointed assis-
tant commissary of subsistence -rank Captain
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i l-861-1863 Milwaukee & Prairie du Chien
Railway; Minneapolis, Faribault & Cedar Val-
Iey North, Iowa(?); Prairie du Chien & Aus-
tin; Prairie du Chien & St. Pauls

o 18 62-63 Made reports on anticipated construc-
tion costs and receipts based on transporting
agricultural surplus for the above railways

o March 7, LB64 Cincinnati, Wilmington and
Zanesville Rai-Iroad-President The railroad
became the Cincinnati & Zanesville later that
month.

o October 1-869 Cincinnati street railway Route
9, owned Covington Vf,hite Line Car Street
Railway at the time

o May L873 Route 9 (became a part of Cincinnati
Consolidated Street Railroad Company)

e 1874 toured Europe for the second time
o September 1875 attempted to purchase Route 13

of Cincinnati street railways
t L877 attempted to purchase Cincinnati South-

ern Railroad
o 1B7B estimated cost of building College Hill

Narrow Gauge Railway along Mj-ami & Erie Canal
berm bank

o 1883-1884 compiled statistics on Baltimore,
Maryland's street railways hoping to eventu-
aIIy get control of them - failed

Finally, after fights over moving of railroad
shops, dealings with railroad receivershi-ps,
battl-es with coal companies, and probl-ems with
straying livestock, just to name a few, Gest
spent his retirement years in Cincinnati, OH and
Covington, KY.

In 1883 he wrote his reminiscences in a book en-
titled How We Lived In The Hoosier State based
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on his earl-y diary. In it he tofd of his board-
ing house life around Harrison, IN. He gave hj-s
expense accounts, told of his social life along
the canal line and in Harrison, and described
both the canal workers and the
residents of the country through | " r^which rhe canal passed I LreSt

Passe)

frn^just

KY o"

(*,ovi ngLon,

7, tgo8.
)"."-t",

Gest passed away on a farm just
outsi-de Covington, KY, on Decem-
ber 7, 1908.

There is undoubtedly much more
informati-on on Gestrs life and
work on canals in Volume 1
(1-834-1838) and in Volume 2
(1-838-L841) of the bound collec-
tion of hi-s papers. The f irst
volume has his How We Lived iri
the Hoosier State and the let-
ters written to his family while
he worked on the Whitewater Ca-
na1. The second volume includes
his letters to family and
friends while working on the
Whitewater Canal-, the Cincinnati
& Whitewater Canal, and the
Pennsylvania Canal at Easton and
New Hope, PA. He saved scaled

awaq on a

drawings of property and equi-pment along the
Pennsylvania Canal, which are included in the
volume. In it he also describes his first trip
to Phil-adelphia by stage, canal boat, and rail-
road. Volume 13 (1877-1885) contains information
on the narrow gauge railroad that was built
along the Miami & Erie Canal berm bank. Besides
the bound volumes there are five file folders

outsiJe
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and a box with other records. Box L contains
his transportation scrapbook 1838-1857. Folder
L contains 8 scaled drawings of aqueducts,
bridges, locks and other properties on the
Fhitewater canal- in 1837-l-838. Folder number 2

and 3 contain 14 scaled drawings of agueducts,
bridges, locks and other properties found along
the Pennsylvania canal in f839-1840.

Your editor would welcome anyone doing further
research into these papers and writing articles
from them for inclusion in an upcoming issue of
Iadiana Canals.

Indiana Canals Volume I I Number 2 Spring 2000 carried an article by
Charles Davis, CSI member from Rockville, IN, entifled 'Numa vs.

Canal Town Thugs." When Paul Burke of Crozet, VA visited witlt CSI
board member Bill Davis and his wife Berky in Rosedale, IN., they
took Paul to the Numa Cemetery for his genealogy research and gave

him a copy of Charlie's Numa article. Charlie later received the

following letter from Paul that adds to our knowledge of Numa's early
residents.

"I very much enjoyed your'Ttluma vs. Canal Town Thugs in the Spring
2000 INDI"ANA CANALS. I am sorry not to have been able to meet

you on my recent trip to Numa, Indiana to do family genealogy. I have

for many years been researching my family sunutme OLINGER. My
grandmother with whom I grew up in Virginia was an Olinger.
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"The purpose of my trip to Parke County hrdiana was to find the grave
of my 3rd great grandfather Peter Olinger. He in 1843 rode from
Virginia to Numa, Indiana to visit his son. His son, Wilford had left
virginia in 1841 to visit relatives. while in ohio, wilford maried his
cousin on Decemb er 25 , I 84 I . From Ohio, the newly married couple
went to Terre Haute.

"Wilford Olinger was a tailor by trade. He moved to Numa in 1842 to
farm section 23, Florida TWP, which I understandto be near Lyford.
During his visit to Numa to see his son, my 3rd great grandfathet, peter
olinger contracted intermittent fever and died there on September 3,
1843 and was buried at Numa. He probably was the firstperson buried
in what is now called Numa Cemetery. Having searchedNuma
cemetery on August 14 for his grave, I can only second your comments
in your article abotrt the condition of the cemetery.

"Forhmately by sheer luck, I found part of Peter Olinger's tombstone
next to the John and Jane wilson stone you mentioned. Later in the day
the missing part half of the stone was found. I took pictures of all
stones and markers found and hope to identify who is in the Numa
Cemetery with the help of local residents and historians.

"I would greatly appreciate any and all information you can share on
Wilford Olinger or any Olinger in your area. I have been unable to find
Wilford's gravesite or any mention of his death. I think he died prior to
3 June 1880, which is the date his wife was remarried to a William
Headlee [Parke Co. Marriage Record Book 7 page 332]. Also the Parke
County deed books indicate Wilford's children and wife were splitting
up Wilford s land in Numa prior to 1880.

"I am not surprised to see your mentioning Wilford had obtained a
license to sell liquor. Two of his Uncles in Ohio each ran their own
"Tavern/lnn" for many years. In your opinion was Wilford in with the
"good" or the "bad" guys at Numa? I also would not be surprised if he
isn't related to John'Wilson."
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[m sure Paul Burke would be interested in any information CSI
members might have on the Olingers. You may contact him at PO Box
77 l, Crozet, Virginia 22932.

HELPED MOVE RILEY LOCK
lUhile doing his extensive research on Parke County
and its connection with the Wabash & Erie Canal,
Gharles Davis found a lead that mi$ht help us letun
rrore about what happened to the wall that is missin$
from Lock #47 at Riley, lN. Althou$h there is no writ'
ten proot CSI believes much of that wall wa$ used to
build the arch at the nearby Splun$e Creek Reseruoir
Dam. Charlie found out that a man named Toby or
Tobby helped move the Riley Lock to the Reselryoir.

Eutinuedfrom pge 8)

place along the main st.reet of a town, but draw-
ing up to the bank and lowering a gangplank.

The old canal sti1l flows through part of
this beautiful vaIIey, as unhurried as in the
days of the packet and freight boat. On one
side is the much traveled U. W. highway 52, on
the other the railroad.

Between these lanes of transportation is
the same o1d canal that carried passengers and
produce to f,awrenceburg and the Ohio river to
the southeast, and to Hagerstown, to the north.
From 1836 to 1865 it was a busy waterway, con-
necting the southeastern part of the state with
the Ohio river and large cities, east and west.
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CANAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA
Organized on May 22, lgSZ as a not-for-profit corporation, the Canal Society of
was established to bring together those who share a common interest in Indiana's

canals. The Society helps fricus affention on these early interstate waterways

e variety ofprograms. Its aim is to provide interpretation ofthe era, to preserve

bcd ud structural remains, and to support restoration of historic canal related sites.

BENEFITS:
o Canal Society of Indiana Newsletter
o Indiana Canals
o Membership Card
o Spring & Fall Tours of Canal Sites
r Books, Maps, Videos
o New Member Welcome Package

CANAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA http//www. indcanal.o rg
E mail: INDCANAL@ aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:
$20.00 -- Single/Family
$30.00 -- Contribtrtor
$50.00 -- Patron

$100.00 -- Frog Prince

Mail membership to:

CANAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA
P.O. BOX 40087

FORT WAYNE, IN 46804
lnclude name, address with 9 digit zip code;

and phone number.

rt\.-4
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Wabash & Erie Canal 1832-1474 (468 miles)
On March 2, 1A27, Congress provided a land grant to encourage lndiana to build
the Wabash & Erie Canal. The original plan was to link the navigable wators of
the Maumee with the Wabash through the seven mile portage at Fort Wayne.
Work began five years later on February 22, 1832 in Fort Wayne. Construction
proceeded west as the canal reached Huntington by 1835, Logansport in 1838,
and Lafayette in 1 841 . Work was also performed east toward the Ohio line, but
the canal did not open to Toledo until 1 843. A second federal land grant enabled
the canal to reach Terre Haute by 1 849.

At Evansville, 2O miles of the Central Canal had boen completed north by 1839.
The W & E was extended south in the late 1 84Os through tho abandoned Cross-
Cut Canal works to Worthington and then south following the old proposed
Central Canal route. The connection with the Evansville segment was completed
in 1853 forming the longest canal in the United States. By 186O, portions south
of Terre Haute were closed, and the process of decline continued northward. ln
1 876, the canal was auctioned off by the trustees.

Central Canal 1836-1839 (8 miles/296 planned)
This canal was to extend from Peru, down the Mississinewa River Valley to the
White River, through lndianapolis, and on to Worthington. Here it would meet the
Cross-Cut Canal and proceed 1 I 1 miles to Evansville. Construction stopped with
the financial collapse of 1839. The 24 mmiles from Broad Ripple to Port Royal
was watered, but only 8 miles in downtown lndianapolis was operational. The
entire 80 milos from Anderson to Martinsville was left in various stages of
completion. Today, portions are used as a wator source for lndianapolis and have
been modernized.

Cross-Cut Canal 1836-1839 (42 miles)
This waterway between Terre Haute and Worthington that connected the Wabash
andWhiteRiversliftodcanal watersTS'over asummitlevel. TheEel Riverfeeder
and the Birch Creek and Splunge Creek Reservoirs supplied water for this summit.
Begun in 1836, the works were abandoned in 1839 only to later be completed in
185O as part of the Wabash & Erie Canal.

Erie & Michigan Canal 1836-1839 (7 miles/l 1O planned)
Authorized by the 1836 lnternal lmprovement Bill, only the Northport feeder
reservoir (Sylvan Lake) and a few miles nearby woro constructed. Work stopped
in 1839.

Whitewater Canal 1836-1865 (76 miles)
Construction began at Brookville in 1836 as part of tho statewide Mammoth
lnternal Improvement Bill. With its southern terminus at Lawrenceburg on the
Ohio River. th6 Whitewater Valley Canal Co .reached Connersville in 1845. The
next year 69 miles of canal were completed to Cambridge City which was on th€
National Road. ln 1847, the merchants of Hagerstown financod their own 7 mile
canal oxtension. At Harrison, tho Whitewater also connected with the 25 mile
Cincinnati and Whitewater Canal of Ohio, completed in 1843. Destructive floods
in the narrow valley, inadequato financial returns, and the railroad doomed the
waterway.
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