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The building of the Wabash and Erie Canal brought about the
development of industries and towns along its course. penn
township in Parke county lndiana is a good example of how the
canal opened distant markets tothe local production of finished
goods, such as iron plows and pottery, and to the harvesting of
raw products, such as clay and lumber. Without the ability to
transport goods, these industries and their owners would not
have succeeded.

Inthisissue....
TheSugarCreekFoundry.... ......1
Operation of the Clear Creek Floodgate . . . . .25
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By Charles Davis
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Coke Oveu Hollorv located 2 miles west of Annapolis, IN, provided clav.
coal, and sorne iron for the Sugar Creek Founclry and the potleries.

This is also an exarnple of the influence one man oflen had on an early
communily. In tlis case lye are talking about Williarn Garten Coffrn. He
owned rnost of the land that is mentioned in this article. He established a
forrndry rvhich became so successfrrl that it was often referred lo a,s Foundry
or Foundry Hollorv, This properly changed hands marry limes over the
years. I have documenled these changes and have researched and revised
an earlier map of the area done by Sam Su,ope in 1962 that was priuted as
an insert rnap in tlre Canal Societ]'of Indiara Nervsletter of August 1997.
M-v goal is to accuralely record and rnap the area in rthich I live. as a
reference for ftilure generations.

Willia4r Garten CoIfin - Landowner, Foundry

William Garten Coffrn l\,as born February 22, 1811. in Guilford County,
Nort} Carolina. He married Semira in 1846. They had eleven children.
He rms a memberof ilre Society of Friends. Throughout his life he moved
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to Ohio, returned to North Carolina, moved to Parke county in Incliana in
1835. moved to Leavenrvorth, Karsas after serving as anlndiana legislator,
and then returned to Parke cornty. He is tisted as a blacksmith;
foundrynan; machinist; attorney; claim agent; fl a t-boatmar: steamboat
pilot Whig; Republican; Southem Superintendent. U. S. Indian Office, CA
1861-i865; axd U. S. govemment office in charge of mining operations
on Lake Superior for four years.(l)

Mr. Coffin sened in the lndiana State House of Representatives from
1842-1844 aud in the Iudiana Senate from tB44-1S47.(2) He studied larv
under Parke county Judge William P. Bryant, rvho rvas also the Chief
Justice of0regon in 1850 and for a nrunber oflears thereafter. Judge
Bryant pmcdced this profession until his death in Rockville, IN.(3)

On October 8, 1864. the Sauk and Fox Native Americans assembled in a
grand comcil to sign a treaty reaffirming their allegiance to the United

William G. Coffin started the Sugar Creek Foundry in 1835 at this site
which later came to be knorvn as Foundry Hollow.
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States and to offset effofis of Confederate officers and disloyal Native
Americans of Indian Territory, who lrad called a rebel council in Creek
county. Tlre treaty was signed by Keokulq Ouenerno, Black Hawk, and
Batteau. One wituess and signer was William G. CoffirL Superintendent
of Indian affairs. (4)

W. G. Coffin's wealth and industriousbackground were responsible for the
operations at Foundry Hollow, Coke Oven Hollow, Aetna, Stumptown and
potteries in nearby Annapolis. In 1835-36 he bought up all the land
necessary for the timber used for flatboats and mining. Clay was dug and
his "right to dig clay" was leased near the foundry on an acre ofland (later
Aetna). Some of tlrc iron used was mined in Foundry Hollow, Coal was
mined and coked in Coke Oven Hollow to be used at Foundry. Clay was
dug in Coke Oven.Hollow.for the coke ovens, tlte construction of srnelting
furnaces, the pottery companies and later for tile mills. To get an accurate
account of Foundry is to read a letter by Wm. G. Coffrn which appeared
in sorne newspaper columns years later entitled "The Coftin Foundry":

Fairmount, Kas., July 5, 1893.

ExumNewtin

Parke County, Ind.

My Dear Friend:

Thee asks for a historical sketch of lhe old Sugar Creek foundry.

It was commenced in the spring of the year I 83 5 by Joseph Woody
and W. G. Cofrn urd my brother, Thornas C. Coffrn, the firm name
Coffin, Woody & Co. Woody was succeeded soon after by William
Rhubottom and him by Sarnuel Harvey; firm narne changed to CoIfiru
Hawey & Co. We did a general foundry business and plow manufacturing,
extensively for those times, out product going as far as Logansport nort\
Danville, Ill., on the West. Vincennes on the south and Danville, Ind., on
the east. We used an excellent article of coke as fuel made from coal mined
on our land in rvhat is yet termed Coke Oven Hollow. Our iron
procured mostly from Cincinnati and the blast furnaces in Ohio
Kentucky. T. C. Coflin was our principal moulder, while W. G. Coffi n rvas

also moulder, pattern nraker, foundrymaq machinist, black-smitlu
carpenter. millwrighl, engineer, flat boat builder and Wabash River, Ohio
and Mississippi River pilot. I also practiced dentisrry and dealt out
medicine to the sick neighbors in a very small way; was politician, slump

was
and
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His last major purchase was February 9, 1854. u,hen he acquired more tlan
1,200 acres. Mr. Coffin mentions Wrn. Rhuboltom.

William Rhubottonr - Wooden Pumps

Rhubottorn made vooden prunps one mile south ofAnnapolis and delir,.ered
them by wagon to various neighborlroods. He sold lh€m out of O. J. Innis'
store in Rockville and al Hines wagon shop in Waveland. His hand-made
pumps look First Premium at both tlle state and county fairs as the best to
use. Bloomingdale rvas Parke County's first fair grounds and rvas located
ir tlre northeast corner of Section 23. (6)

The four parts of Foundry consisted of the Foundry itself. a stearn saw rnill.
a finishing shop, a blacksmiflr shop, and three du,.elling houses. The boiler
used in the foundry was hauled by a slx horse team from Cincinnati. This

speaker, ruenrber oftlre Legislalure. both House and Senate" read law under
Judge Bryan! u'as admitted to the bar. but onl.v pracliced to a very small
extenl. and I think I may safell, say ilever $as a great success or entire
failure at arything. I built nvo steam sa$ rnills on the land" herving the
timber, doing carpenter, millxright nork and built all the engines except
lhe boilers. I built flat boats on Sugar Creek frorn tlree to eight a year. and
ran fii,'o a ]'ear to Nerv Orleans for tw,elve years and finally wound up and
quit on the gencral rvind-up of fla1-boaling on lhe \lestem river in 1848.
Went inlo the governmenl. senice as agent of tlre copper mining on Lake
Superior, and har,e been in governmenl service as Superintendent oflndian
affairs or claims atlorney ever since, not conlinuousb', but most of the time:
havebeen shipwrecked on Lake Superior, water logged irr the Gulf stream.

As a beggar I u,rite all the Friends yearly meetings in tlre uorld
but once as a beggar I raised nearly trvenl,'-four tlrousand dollars for ilre
building ofKansas yearli. ureeting house and afler all the vicissitudes of
fortune. hair-breatlr escapes, I arn still heartl, hale and stout. stand up
staight. walk with a liglrt spring step. at the age of nearly 83, nith a

reasonable plospect of more )€ars to come, if it please my gleat Lord and
master to continue his u,ondrous goodness and merq, lo one so uflerly
rurworthy even to borv ryith submission and obedience to his will.

Very Tnrly your fiiend.

W.G. Coffin (5)
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industr.v was situated on a 34 acre tJact with two acres containing a pork
house, a saw mill and a flatboat yard. (7)

Sam N. Baker - Potter

The pottery business rvas started in Resene township by Sarn N. Baker,
rvho carne to Parke County in 1826 from Shelby Count-y, Kentucky. He
started the red rvare business not far from Leathenvood Station on the road
north of the station in 1830. This road takes you to West Union, the area
rvhere Manwarring Basin was on the Wabash and Erie Canal. (8)

He hauled clay from a point near Leathenvood Creek and southwest of
Bloomingdale. The "clip" clzry. as it was then called, for glazing rvas found
in "Wildrnan's Hollow". This is where I (Charles Davis) live and clay is
still plentifrrl. Mr. Baker ran the shop about four years. He then located in
Roclcville and made red rvare. The business grew rapidly for there rvas a
steady demand for his ouput. Before long his trade area included western
Indiana and eastern Illinois. The pottery was hauled in rvagons packed
rvith straw' to the door of the irnmigrant or settler and to local countr_v
stores. Still later the finished ware lvas shipped up and dorvn the Wabash
and Erie Canal. Mr. Baker owned his owl canal boat. He died in 1860.
(e)

David Atcheson - Potter

The first pottery company in Annapolis two rniles east of Foundry was
Atcheson, Huggins and Bennage, all Ohio men frorn Mogader Sumrnit
courry, Ohio, the great stoneware center of the United States. David
Atcheson came to [ndiana in the fa]l of 1840. At Lnfayette. Indiana, Ite
fell in company with Albert Coffin. who was connected w"ith the Sugar
Creek Foundry located in Foundry Hollow on Sugar Creek. Atcheson
asked him rvhere to get clay. Albert Coflin told him he could get it close
to tlre foundry. Atclrcson carne to the foundry. and dug sorne clay. He then
took this sample to a blacksrnith shop in Annapolis and put it through
white lrcat, salted it, and found it made a very good body and took a good
salt glaze. He concluded that this would be a good location for the
stoneware business. He wrote to David Huggins about his discolery. So
Huggins formed a partnership with Atcheson and took Jacob Bennage in
with them. They came to Annapolis in the winterof 1840, boughta house
on the lot north of the shop at flfs lime nrn by Atcheson and Lee, built a
kiln, and burnt their first ware in August 1841. (10)



Williarn G. Coffi n, Thomas C. Coffin- Sarnuel Han ey & Company granted
to David F. Atcheson for tlre sum of one dollar the "right to dig clalr' on
propert), they lived on for his pottery. In a ferv years this potery cornpaily
was dissolved. (ll)

William G. Coffin Sells The Foundry

Coff;n. Ilawey and -Conrpany sold the foundry. the slearn saw mill, the
finishing shop, tlre blachsrnith shop, the pork house and the flatboat yard
to AIbefl Co{fin and Franklin Ra,vl for $6000 on Decernber 26.1542. {t2)

Nex \Villiarn G. Coflin sold 1.110 acre Io Da.r'id F. Ra.l,l" Albert Coffin,
Nadmn Hunt for $-50.00 on May 15. 1843. This rvas land for rheir pottery
to be erected urder the name of "The Ae.lla Mamfacturing Cornpany."
The same date. Williarn G. Collin sold Dav-id F. Huggins one-quarter acre,
attached to lhe above land. (13)

William G. Coffin Buys Back Foundr.v

On July 9, 1847. William G. Coflin bought back the foundry and
everything else he had sold to Albert Cof{in and Da,l,id Rayl for $6000.
This tinre Williarn rvas sole orr'ter of the land and business. His brother
Tlromas C. Coffin sold out on Decenrber 26.1842. Bv 1850 Thomas rvas
in Omnge County.

I went to lhe Bloomingdale Cemetery and found Thomas' wife's grave
stone. lt reads "In loving memor) of Mary Coffin coilsort of T. C. Coffin
ivho departed this life March 19- 1841 in the 27th year of her age." A slab
of concrete lays at the base of ber slone nhich sa-vs, "My rnolher's gra\/e
visited October 4. 1893. Frank Ra-vl Coflin." (14)

During llrcse years this business venture did exlensil,e work for the Wabash
ald Erie Canal. Sorne of the producls of the foundry rvere "Wickets" for
l-he locks of lhe cural. One of these is in lhe possession of the Indiana Stale
Museum. Ke1lles, sorne u,hich could hold rnore tJran 60 gallons: logging
chains: cast iron moldboard plorvs; and plowshares which rvere used in
place ofthe u,ooden plorvs ofthe first setllers. lr,ere all casl there. The cast
iron plows \t'ere so hear._v trnd cunrbersorne that they did not come into
geneml use.

il
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I read t"hat in 1916 one of these plorvs made at the foundry tvas on the
properry of Frank Wood in Bloonringdale. One of the kettles was also
rnentioned as doing sen'ice as a rvatering trough orr the Coflin farm where
it r,vas made. I'r.'e looked into these reports to see if the products were still
there but have found nothing. (15)

Franklin Rayl rvorked at Wm. G. Coffin's foundry in Foundry Hollorv
during the days of the Wabash & Erie Canal. His tombstone is located in
the Poplar Grove Cemetery in Washinglon towrrship.

Franklin Rayl -Moulder

Franklirr Rayl rvas the general moulder at Fotrrdry. since he hart previous
experience in this line of work. He rvas born in Guilford cou:nty. North
Carolina on June 26, lBl3. He came to parke county in 1837. He sened
his apprenticeship at the moulders trade in Richmond. Indiana. He worked
for William G. Coffin for 15 .vei,us. In 1850 he rvent to California to mine
for trvo yrars. He retlrned to Parke county and engaged in farming and
stock raising. He married Miss Gilla Rawlings in ltt44. she later died on
Febnnry 22,1869. FIe then married Potly Larnb in 1870. His farm was in
Section 33 Penn torvnship and Sections 5 & 6 in Washington torvnship.



Fdll 1999 Paee I0

Rayl died on August 7, 1889 and was buried in Poplar Grole Cernetery,
Ror.v 8, the eleventh stone from the drive. (16)

Alexander Burke made wickels for the Wabash & Erie Canal in Foundry
Hollovr. His gravesite is in Bloontingdale Centetery.

Alexander Burke - Pattern Mnker

Alexurder Burke rnade patterns for the molds that rvere used in shaping the

articles made at the foundry such as the rvickets. When Burke died' there

lyas a sale of lris personal property in Annapolis. It consisted of one Lever
rvrrtch. carpenter and millrvright tools, books. a note for $70.00 palable in
nmchinery and castings, bed and bedding. The sale was held on lvlarch 29,

1856. Burke is buried in Bloouringdale Cemetery.

Erum Newlin owned the square used in laying off these patterns. I'l'e
inquirecl about these items. bttt no one seelns to knolv lvhat happened to

thent. (17)

Nelson McClure - Sawrnill

Nelson McClure operated the stearn saw mill and salved all the hurtber used
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in the construction of the Feeder Darn across Sugar Creek belorv Foundry.
This was the shipping point for Foundry, Aetna and fuinapolis until the
canal closed. His obituary said:

McClure cirme here rith his older brotlrer Mordecai. Ano0rer source says,
"Nelson settled at Feeder Dam in 1826 on Sugar Creek, rnoved to
Annzrpolis, was a painter for over 40 years." A look at land entries shows
that Mordecai bought 13.41 acres SW frac. Sec. 15, in Penn Torvnship on
October 26, 1826, The Feeder Dam is in Section 4. McClure lived on lot
#2 in Annapolis. He rvasborn on July 14, 1813 and died on January 26,
1908 and was buried in Liuebarger Cemetery. 119)

Thomas Carter - Flat Boat Builder

Thomas Carter built flat boats at the Coffin boaq.'ard for canal navigatiorr
as he engaged quite extensir,ely in shipping stone to points of construction
along the canal. He died on January 13, 1873 and is buried in
Bloomingdale Cemetery.

lVillaim Coffin Buys-Sells PotterT Several Times

In 1853 William G. Coffin bought out the Aetna Mamfa*uring Comparry
frorn Albert Coffin and David F. Rayl" etal. Later in the same year he sold
Aetna to Crawford Laugtrlin. The deed reads. '"Containing 1.40 acre with
stoneware manufactory erected in said lot together with dwelling houses.
(20)

It was at this time that William G. Coffin started selling offvast amounts
of fus land. On April 24, 1854 he sold 558 acres to the Illinois Central
Railroad for 60 shares ofstock and $10,000. The railroad never went
through this land. (21)

"Uncle Nelson McClure is dead at
the age of 94 years. He has been
a landnrark in this cornmunity for
most of 80 years. He came here
from Virginia at the age of 13.
Was the son of a Rer,'olutionary
soldier. Among those present

nete Horace Wheeler of Dana,
James Chapman of Paris, Illinois,
Mrs. Laura Shirk of Silvenvood,
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Maris of Terre
Haute." (18)
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The Cincinnati, Ilamilton, DaSrton Railroad rvent tluough Bloomingdale

alnrost 2 rniles south of Annapolis. This caused the town of Annapolis to

decline. Coflin musl have had inside infonnation and made some rnoney

al it. May 19, 1854 the Parke Cotrrrtv Wrig had ari ad in it which says,

"Cleveland and St. Louis Railroad. William G. Coffin of Parke Co. has

been appointed agent for the above named road. All persons desiring to

transacl business rryith said Railroad Co. will appl-v to him. (22)

It was at this t^irne the Aetna Manufaduring Company lost its name. It is
called Forurdry Pottery by A. H. Lee in his historical article in 1893.

Crar{ord LaugNin ended up letting William Coffin have the Aetna Pottery

back.(23) Also Colfin regained the "Right to dig cla /' lease at the same

place Augusl 19, 1854 against David F. Atcheson The Common Pleas

Cou( put it up for auction and Cof:fin bought it back.(24)

Januar!'20. I 855 Williarn G. Coffin sold the former Aetna pottery to James

S. Gapin for $160.00 plus the "right to dig clay' on various places on

Coffin properry* including Coke Oren Hollon'. (25) Mr. Gapin continued

the business at that place until later fur 1855 rvlren he, in conrpany with his

brother of Middletorn. lN, took their deparn[e for the California gold

fields. Mrile en route Jarnes took sick and died rvhile aboard a vessel and

rras consigned to a gra\€ in llre sea. The establislunenl. in the mean time

rvith closed y4ndows and doors, was a mute witness to the depaaed sons of
tlre olher days and finally fell to decay.

William G. Coffin Leases Saw Mill

october 27, 1855 Williarn G. Coffrn leased his stearn saw mill and five

acres to Nathaniel Lyon. Mr. Lyon nroved the mill to Sugar C.reek running

palallel to the Wabzrsh and Erie Canal feeder pond and calal feeder in

bection 4. Lyon rr-as i1 full possession of rnill and land but, wlren he no

longer had need of thern, the land and mill were to rernain the property of
tvtr. comn. In one yeafs tirne Mr. L1,on had to pay william coffrn $900.00

plus 1,000 bushels of crushed corn for feed.

With business booming and flre population growing, one room sclrool

houses were being buili. May 25, 1857 John M. Welch deeded one-lralf

acre to Sarn Davis, Geo. McDonald, and Henry Sinton, trustees of Reserve

Torvnship, for t}e buildilg of school house No. 5 in Section 10. The school

wtrs locaied across tlrc road rvhere Sturnptown was. It is still Sanding at

lhe same place on propert), owned by Earl Johnston. Mr, Johnslon lives in

the old Welch place. (26)
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School No. 5 in Penn lovrmship ras built in Itl57 on dre land of John M.
Welch during lhe time of ilre Wabash ans Erie Canal. 11 slood across

from the old Redford and Lee Potlery localed aboul 1/4 mile ea$ of
Foundry Hollow,

John M. Welch was bom in Kentucky Nor,. 19. 1820 zurd was l8,vears old
rvhen he caile 10 Parte Courrry. Married Elizabelh Moore in 1847. In
1867 he rvas corn,erted and.ioined the M. E. Church at Lirrebarger Chapel.

He was buried in the Friends Cemetery. (27)

Robert Acldison 9offin

Augusr 21. 1862.Robert Addison Cof[itt bought 40 acres from William. G.

Coffin in Resen e lolwrship Section 9 (Coke Oyel Hollou,). Robert built a

house there for his home and started a stolle\\are business s'hich was

superintended by Cran{ord Lauglrlin. In regard to the deed/lease on the

clav. it covered all lhe land belonging to William G. Coffin, and included
tlre clay cn lhe land in Cohe Oven Hollorvboughl by Robert A. Coffrn. As
mentioned earlier. tliis deed rvas made to James Gapin. When Gapin died

tle deed for the clay sile fell to his brolher Stephen Gapin. rvho lived in the

southern part ofthe state. (28)

In 1867 Welch and Lee, orvners of the Amapolis pottery boughl the right
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of Stephen Gapin for all the clay to be rsed in the Arumpolis pottery. The
deed instructed them "not to block or obstruct at s"1id clay banks." It
included land where the Aetna factory stood. About 18?0 the stone tile
business was started in Coke Oven Hollow by Robert A. Coffin,
superintended by Wiltiarn L. Mclntyre and nur for hvo years. (29)

Robert A. Cofiin bought the land and shipped clay to potteries in Delphi,
Attica, Covinglon, and Maumee via the Wabash & Erie Canal as a means
of getting money to start his own pottery. The year before he built his
pottery he shipped 669 tons of clay at one dollar per ton. An
aclvertisement in the newspapers reads as follows:

Little and Heyworth brothers started their stonelvare business in connection
with the mill in Coke Oven Hollow in 1875 and discontinued in 1878.(30)

Jan. 9, 1865, Williarn G. Coffrn sold 639 acres including Foundry, Coffin
fann to Sarn Jordan for $7,000. Willinm Coffrn at l]ris titne was living in
Kansas settling there as early as 1860. (31)

Augrrst 13, 1868 Mr. Coffrn sold 320 acres. the rest of his land in Sections
3 and 4 to the fuidiana, Illinois Central Rnilroad.(32)

April 21. t87,1 Sarn Jordan sold I acre of land to Alex H. Lee and R. G.

Atcheson. Jordan established a stonelvare pottery on this spot in 1870

STONE TILE
At Red Tile Prices

R. A. COFFIN

Coke Oven Hollow, trvo miles west of Annapolis

Would say to the public that he is manufacnring and sellittg genuine

Stone Tile at Red Tile prices. That Stone Tile are superior to any otler,
must be apparent to all. They possess more than double the strengih of

any other. and lvill last for all time to cotne, if properly put down.
Besides the purposes for which Tile are ordinarily used, they rvill
every purpose for which uretallic piping is used; by properly cementing
the joints. Then we would say, call and get the best as they may be had

as cheap as an inferior article.

August 23, 1874 4tf.
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which went by the name of Stumptorvn. (33) Francis Redford was also co-
owner with Lee and Atclreson. In a short time Redford sold out to Atcheson
and Lee rvho carried on for one.vear and then traded the factory to George
Wilkins for the factory in Annapolis. John Hart, at this time. became a
member of the company after 3 years. Hart also sold out to Atcheson and
Lee. This property changed hands repeatedly during a period of tenyears;
by 1880 it had lapsed into complete i:nactivity. (34)

R G. Atcheson - Poner/Farmer

The Rockville Tribune ofFebmary 2 4,1932 carried the following obituary
ofR. G. Atcheson:

R. G. ATC}IESON PASSES
AWAY THIS MORNING

Prominent Annapolis Man
Dies After Long lllness;

Funeral to be Held Friday

R G. Atcheson, 88, well kno'wn
fanner of Annapolis, died at his
home tlrere at 7 o'clock this
morning. Death followed an
illness of complications which has

afflicted the deceased since about
Christmas. He vyould have been
89 years of age March 10.

Mr. Atclreson was a Civil War
vet€ran, serving as chaplain for the
local G. A. R. post for many years.
His deaflr leaves but ten veterans
in Parke county.

The deceased had lived his entire
life in Parke county and for many
years engaged in the potter's trade.
He rl?s a man of unusual
intelligence and u.as prominent
throughout the county.

He was a member of the Christiiut
church.

He is sunived by the *'ife. tlree
daughters, Mrs. Lloyd Madden
Bloorningdale. Mrs. Frank Sibley
of South Bend, Mrs. Lillian
Bodreau of Illinois and one son,
Howard of Scottsburg.

Funeral services will be held
Friday morning at 10:30 at the
Friends church in Bloomingdale
wi& Rer,. C. C. Griggs officiating.
BurialwillbeintheB
cemetery.
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George Wilkins -Miller

George Wilkins was born in Augrut of 1810 in Franklin County, IN where
he lived on the Coffin fanu about 2 years in Penn lor.lrship. He then
relrrned to his fann in Sugar Creek torvnship rvhere he resided until his
death. He was founder of the Mill Creek Church. Icy Thonms rvas the *'ife
of his youth and died in 1831. The year 1858 he married Elize Jones. It
was Wilkins w'ho built tlre first mill in Bloomingdale on the south side of
the original tonn. He also rvas co-builder and owner of the Wilkins grist
mill at Mill Creek in Sugar Creek torvnship from 1835-77. Wilkins died
Decernber 8. 1878. (35)

August 24, 187,1 George Wilkins bought the Coffin farm from Sam Jordan
then sold it to Thomas K. Cannon September 20, 1876. Foundry ceased
operations about the time Aetna was bought by James Gapin in 1855. But
when Gapin died in that year both Aetna and Foundry rvere nothing more
than history: Coke Oven Hollow u'ould be used for decades to come. (36)

On November 6, 1894 Frank Kelly, guardian of Robert Addison Coffin,
leased Coke Oven Hollow to Jacob P. Kessler and Alfred Hollingshead.
This lease uas for coal, clay and other mineable materials. Coffrn agreed
to put the tile mill and burning kiln into good running order in the deal.
This lease rvas for three years.(37)

Robert Addison Coffin (Additional informationto earlier reference)

Robert Addison Coffin was born in Randolph coun$. North Carolina, on
August 17, I 8 18. He lived there until about the age of 12 and moved with
his parents to this county in 1830. He rvas married to Sarah J. Swaim on
February 13, 1849. They lived together until her death on October 1,{.

1860. He was again married to Luzenia Swindell about 1871, who
survived him. He died on June 6. 1896 at the age of 77 1ears, 9 months, 20
days with u,ife and two children living at his home in Coke Oven Hollow
just tn'o miles west of Annapolis. During his later years he lived in va::ious
places and had almost lost his mind. After short funeral services at the old
home, he was taken to Montezuma (Oakland Cemetery) forbtrrial. Probate
records show he owned Coke Oven Hollow which encompassed 40 acres
and also owned an additional 4 acres in the northwest corner of Section 10.

Robert A. Coflin also was a mernber of the Friends Society and rvas
responsible for the underground railroad operation before the Civil War.
(38) (Editors note: Levi Coffin. head of the underground railroad in

I
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Wayne county, was a Quaker from North Carolina wlto catne to Indiana in
1826. More research needs to be done to see if these two men $€re
related.)

In 1907 the Bloomingdale pottery known as the Union Clay Products
Company rvas established. The plant included 133 acres of land along
Sugar Creek of which Foundry Hollow was a part. It was capitalized at
$50,000. and the original corporation consisted of John Daily, John
Barbazett, Charles Vincent, George Parker, Martin Hidden, Otto Hoonung,
Joseph Friz of Terre Haute, and Arthur Zimrnennan of Brazil. t916 John

lVilliam G. Cotfiu first built a tiame home. Tlris large sandstone lid rvas

hand chiseled frorn quarried stone and placed over the brick lined rvell.
The brick was made on site by Coffin.

and wife Susie H. Dee rvere the orvners. The Dee family has a long history
in Parke counW for its brick and tile business. The last one to run this
plant rvas Ronald "Mac" White, son-in-law of Wm. T. Dee. Mac told me

the last clay dug out of Coke Oven Hollow was in 1981.(40) Coke Oven
Hollorv had clay dug out of it for l4l years! Prcsent olvners Tom and
Debbie Riggs hare tumed the clay pit into a fish stocked lake.(41)
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Wm. G. Coffin built his second home on tlris foundation nea.r Foundry
Hollorv in the early 1850's.

This area has a colorfirl past and its Wabash and Erie Canal corurection
made itblossorn. William G. C.offin made it possible. I found tle ldslory
of his horne in an old scrapbook which had the date April 17, 1930 r,rjtlett
in flre rnrgiu. I knorv it is nol. out of a Parke counry- ne\yspaper. It follorvs:

T. C. Rockrvell Eomq
West of Annapolis,

IN RUINS

LARGE BR]CK HOUSE
Was Erected by the Late Wm.
G. Coffin in thc Early fifties--

Nearly 80 Years Ago

About 12:30, Saturday afternoon,
the Thomas C. Rocksell home,
west of Annapolis, lvas destroyed
by fire. A large portion of flre
household

antiques and otlrer valuables. $ere
also destroyed. Mrs. Edna Moore,
a daughter of Mr. Rockwell. and
the rvife of Han/e-Y Moore.
proprietor of the Clinton Hotel,
had gone to dre fann horne to do
housecleaning. and sparks from a

pile of lrash slte ra'as burning are
believed to harze been carried to
the roof. Mrs. Moore called the
local fire departrnent and thev
were quick to respond but dre fire
had gained too much headway to

includi be checked upon their arri'va.l. and
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it was not long until all tlmt
remained of that large brick
homestead was the blackened
rnalls and a porlion of thern fell.
due to intense hea1.

Soure insurance tt?s carried. but
far short of enough to cover flre

loss.

The building was one of the oldest in Parke county, being ereded by

William G. Coffin in the early ffies. Dr. and Mrs. Horace Cannon,

parents of the lale Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, occupied the properry for a
short tirne. Laler, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Jordan. parenls of Mrs. Andrerv

F. Mitchell. of Wrinier. Cal. olr.ned and occupied the propert-v for many
years as did tlre George Wilkins familt'. The Rocku'ells have ormed llre
fann for ser,'eral years.

This cistern remaius at lhe site of Wm. G. Cofffin's second home.

Many thanks to Earl Johnslon, rvlro kindly le1rue spend several days on bis

properlv to research. nrap and take pictures; lo Tom and Debbie Riggs, rvho

inoweA rne to take pictures of Coke Oven ]lollow; and to Charles Write
and Clarence Nonnan of Aflnapolis. rvho provided me with local

informatiorr. All were verl' kind and friendly for u'hich I anr grateful.
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Above; This large quarried sarrdstone step lvas orrce the entrance ofthe
Wm. G. Co-ffrn home located 2 rniles rvest of Arutapolis. Below: Wm. G.

Coffin rvatered his livestock at this old sandstone near his trorne.
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THE OPERATION OF THE
GLEAR GREEK FIo,,

Written by Allen Vincent, Pholography by Bob Schmidt -%o,

The hvo articles aboul 1Ie Clear Creek flood gate discovery (Jure 61999 CSI Nervsletter ancl Suluner 1999 Indiana Canals) aroused ml' "
curiositu about the q,orkings of this enigmatic machine. I have read botlt
articles severa.l limes and have come 1o llre conclusion that llte flood gale
could not have easily rvorked as theorized in lhe Newslefler and Indiana
Canals arlicles. The gale. as shol,n in its normallv vertical positiou in
Ton Caslaldi's drau'rug on page 1l of the CSI Neu,sletler. rmuld have
been difficult to ruoye agairmt flood u,a1ers. In facl. as tle flooding
rvorsened. the gale u,ould har.e becorne increasingll, ruore diflicull to tip
inuard toward lhe canal to pror.ide a spillrvav and relieve lhe flooding.
This action seenm 10 be the opposite of rvlut sould be needed for flood
control.

'I!te excaval.or lifts lhe llood gate inlo approxitnalelv a 300 positiorr lha1

shorvs horv the canal u'aler on the lef, could flou'beneath the top rail of
the gate and over the plzurked lorver portion rvhich acted as an apron. This
article suggests this uould be the nonnal operaling position of the gate.
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Abor,'e: Aview of the hollow quoin (referred to as tlte fi.xed hinge beam in
the text) a.fter it rras renroved frorn the flood gate. It is theorized that the
gate would probably not rotate a full 900 in this quoin. Below: A portion of
the nine courses of stone as mentioned in the text.
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Above: One of the lv,o flurne rvickets. Belou,: The box flunre uas located
on the lefl side of the flood gate iu this piclure.
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At frrst glance, it also seems t}at lhe planking was nailed to the wrong face
of the gate for effectira flood control, i.e., the water pressue against the
gate would have tended to pop the planking off its framen'ork. Horvever,

since the gateu,as designed to act as a spillway as well as a danL planking
tlre outside rnakes sense as long astheplanks werefastenedproper$ which
seems to have been t}te case.

Seteral other factors tend to indicate that the gate was probably not used

in 0ris rvay. Firsl t\,vo of the photos on page 10 of the Newsletter se€m lo
show that the quoin channel in the fixed hinged beam u'ould not permit
rolation through a firll 90 degree angle from horizonlal to vertical. 11

appears that the rotalion angle was limited to about 60 degrees. A second

conflict appea$ when one compares tlre height of the gate to the lreight of
the stone abutments at each end of tlre structure. Nine courses of stone

stacked on a floor mounled crib would have put the torvpath bridge at a
lreight of about l0 feet above the floor. It seems unlikely that the 13 foot
high gate could be raised to an upright posilion without hitting the bridge.

The box flume u,ith its two wickets presents still another m1stery if rve

accept that the gate worked as suggested. True, the flume could have been

used to reliere sone minor flooding. Hot'ever, if opening the flume outlet
could have louared tlre canal ler,el to a polnt that pennitted tipping the
huge gate inrvard, ttrere would have been no need for the gate. AIso, had
the flurne been used as suggested, one wicket to open or close the flurne
outlet would have sufficed; and in fact, the flume itself rvould not have been

required. Since the canal would lrare filled the entire gatefloorarca up to
the hinge beam, a single wicket positioned in the gate just above the hinge
rvould have done thejob.

Tlrese considerations aside, one must ask why the builders *'ould have used

such a mechanism when a simple x'ooden neir rvould probably have

srrfficed for flood control. I thfuk the key to tlre riddle lies in fte 1845

Superintendent's report and the 1847 ChiefEngineer's reporl excerpts
froln u,hich were printed irr dre June Newsleter. Bolh of these reports
credit the design oflhe flood gate to an l84l plan by canal contractor
Roberl English. Tom Castaldi's article in Ind!34gSglglq describes Mr.
English's patent for the design of a nor,'el lock gate; but I'm not sure that
Tom drew the right conclusions in trying to reconcile the patent description
with the evidence found at the Clear Creek site.
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English's Patent Used ln A Lock

The English design used hydraulic forces supplied by the canal itselfto
qen and close the gate which was essentially a mwable weir. The

hydraulic system is controlled by two wickets in a box flurne with its inlet
mnnected to the canal and its outlet connected to a discharge pon. Two
large movable panels are used to open and close the upper entrance to the
lock The panels are hinged horizontally with their hinge pins (quoin
posts) running across the lock at a level belorv the bottom of the incoming
canal. One panel (the lower gate) works as a movable brace while the otlrer
(the upper gate) acts as a movable rveir or dam. The two gates and the
bottom and sides of their enclosure form a reasonably watertight chamber
with a small side aperture connected to the box flume between tlte two
milrol wickets. When the wickets are set to let water into this actuator
chamber, the lower gate pushes the upper gate upward to close offthe lock
€ntrance. Conversely, when the wickets are set to let water out of the
actuator chamber, the lower gate returns to its relaxed position and the
rryper gate tips back down pennitting the flow of canal E'ater over its top

edge into the lock.

Englishts Patent As Used ln The Flood Gate

As stated in the two canal status reports noted abol'e, a system based on
*the English patent" was used in the Clear Creek flood gate. The 1845

Lucas Report to the General Assembly implies that the primary purpose of
the gate lvas not so much to control flooding as it was to permit easy

draining of the canal for the repair of flood damage. Flood control -
dumping excesswaterftomthe canal into the nearby Wabash river - could
have been effectively done by a cheap, sirnple, and reliable rveir as noted
previous$. It the Clear Creek gate was truly based on Mr. English's
design, ans$'ers to sweral questions become clear- but a few puzzles still
remain.

The purpose ofthe box flume with its two rvickets is immediately evident--
it is the hydraulic system control valve in the English design. The huge

horizontally hinged gate is tlre o'lower gate" of the English design; its
required rotation angle rvas probably less than 30 degrees which explains
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Another view of the hollow quoin while still in place upon the deck. The
gate has been removed

the apparent rotation litrit of about 60 degrees imposed by the quoin

channel in the hinge beam. Since his design requires a "tiglrt charnber"

with an "upper gate" as an integral part of that chamber. the original
stmcttue must have incorporated an upper gate. Withou the upper gate,

the tight (actuator) chatrber is nonexistent; the canal fills the floor area. the

box flune and twin wickets have no significant purpose.

Presuming that tlrere indeed was an upper gate at one point in the life of
the structure, its operation is no longer mysterious. It w'orked just like Mr.
English's clwer lock gate, and it eruployed the hydraulic power of the

canal. controlled by the tn'o rvickets in the box flume. to do its job. Both
gates doubtless had stop rails (as used in the English design) fastened to the

abutments to keep the "tight chamber" tight. The heigltLt of the top edge of
the upper gate, which depended on the amount of wirter in the actuator

chamber. r+as controlled by the rvickets. Nonnally, the upper gate rvould

have been kept in its "darn" position by keeping tlrc flume inlet open and

the outlet closed. Closing the inlet and letting some lvater out of the

actuator chamber rvould have tipped the upper gate away from the canal
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and allou'ed water to spill onto the lower gate (which acted as a spillway
apron) and flow tltence to the river. Conversely. closing the flurne outlet

and letling rvatsr into the actuator cha:nber would have pushed both gates

upl,ard and stopped lhe flon, orer the top of the upper gate.

The system thus configured could also have been used to completely drain

the section of lhe canal on which it rvas located lo facililate repair rvork.

The upper gate hilge rvas likely positioned on lhe actuator chamber side of
the small knee rvall next 10 the canal at a level slightlv below that of the

botlom ofthe canal. The upper gate could be lowered (by draining lhe

actuator charnber) to lhe poinl tvhere it rested on lhe ouler face oflhe lorver

gate and sloped dorvn auay frorn tJrc canal. When repair rvork was

completed, the rvickel.s

se1 to fill the actualor
Rising canal water
the flume vyould flren
filled tlre chanrber and
hald n'ork or raising tle

What about the missing
Whilethefloat is shown

lock gate design where it
pa( it is not required il

", , ,rnhiltfeilrhl
iliilhnppento the
,rylet nilta ilnil

its hlnge benm?"

rvould have been

chanrber.
passing throrrgh
have slowly
done all ofthe
gates.

float tank?
in Mr. English's
is an essential
the flood gate

design. Tlre flood gate applicatiorq though similar 1o flrat of the lock gate,

\ryas not identical. The lock gate would have had water on both sides of the

lorver gale u'hen the lock lras full; u'ithout the float tank, the ualer entering

the actuator charuber could, at best, merely neulralize the force produced

b-v the water in the lock on the top side of the lorver gate. Thus" witlroul tlre

float talk. no nel lifting force u'ould be produced. The flood gate, on the

olher hand" u'ould have seldom had waler on the top side of the lower gate;

u,aler entering the actuator charnber could thus easily raise both gates by

virtue of its h-vdraulic pressure alone.

Although the answers presented here seem to solve dre riddle, there are still
questions remaining. lf this lrypothesis is true, nfiat really did luppen to
the upper gale and its hinge bearn? One answer might be that the

engineers (rightb,) detenrrined that the upper gate was no1 essential rc flre

function of the structure and could be safel-v eliminated; so they either
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removed it during one of the maintenance sessions or ne\cr put it in. The
lower gate with some minor modifications was firlly capable of acting by
itself as a combination dam and spillway. The canal would have usually
kept it pressed against its stop rails providing automatic flood protection,

and it could have been forced into a spillnay position by some simple
mechanical means. The box fltrme would have hcome a superfluous but
harmless artifact; so it was lefl alone.

It this were true. Tom Castaldi' s zuggestion that the large open space at the
top of the gate might have been a float chamber makes sense. Although
such a chamber was not required in the original English design for this
gate, it might have been beneficial to the single gate design. Alternatively,
since the lower gate no longer served its original purpose as a brace for the
upper gate, the stop rails on the abutments may have been re-set to a
slightly higher angle such that the gate top beam was normally abora the
canal surface. Had the space between the two top beams been left open, the
lower section of the gate might then have acted as the weir wilh excess

water flowing over the planking through the opening belorr the top beam.

The latter might then have been used *"ith some mechanical system for
pushing or pulling the gate down into a lower spillway position. An5ror,ay,

the whole things begins to look like Tom's drawing with the gate and its
stops angled at about 30 degrees above horizontal instead of90 degrees.

Allen Vincent, CS/ member f rom Fort Wayne, is a retired electronics
engineer. ln the past he has been the treasurer of CS/ and has
written the CS/ Ner,vs/effer column " PhineasT. Phrogg: Philosopher
& Engineer.'
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