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ROBERT ENOL6TI:
R CNNRL ORTE PRTANT

BY TITOI}TAS L. CASTfILDI

1n May 1999, the Indiana Department ofTransportation at the
Iurging of the Canal Society of Indiana removed the remains
of the Wabash & Erie Canal Clear Creek Floodgate located
three miles West of the Historic Forks of the Wabash Park.
The old floodgate proved to be containing more building stone
buried deeper than anticipated, than was prwiously imagined

In this issue.. . .

Robert English's Canal Gate Patent I

Montezuma and its People Connections . . . . . . . . . .11
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and sat upon a heretofore
forgotten tirnber foundation
measuring thirty by tnenty-four
feet.

Originally, it was thought that
wooden plank slats inserted
between the stone abutments
were used to hold or release
canal water at a certain level.
Remor.ing or adding planls
could control the
water level in the
canal- It was
discovered,
however, thal a
singlefloodgatewas
hinged to a hollow
quoin post attached
to the base tinrbers
in line u'ith the
toupath and raised
or lowered to

, ..A FEw REDS
BELow EuEen

trREEK, .A, FLB[]D-
GATE HAS BEEN

tr(]NSTRUETED IN
THE TOWINEi-

PATH....,,

contractor Crider and Crider.
From official documents
available, the site of the
floodgate was knovrrn, but a
detailed description of how it
operated had been forgoflen over
time. When uncoverd a gate
was found in its lonered or
opened position and probably
left in thal manner for the past
one hundred years.

A report filed ir
1847 W Wabash &
Erie Canal Chief
Engineer Jesse
Williamsreads: "A
few rods below
Clear creek, a
flood-gate has been
constructed in the
toning-path which
is opened during

release water in times of heavy
flooding. Below the east or
upstream crib on which the
abutrnent was constructd a

culvert was found that would
pass water through an escape
trunk into a channel that floued
to the river. At each end of this
water passage was a casl-iron
frame containing a paddle or
wicket, a sort of butterfly valve
in a vertical position.

Much could be seen of the
structwe as it was carefully and
methodically disassembled by
Bloornington, Indiana,

high uater for the security ofthe
canal. It is built upon "English's
patenl," with permanent stone
abutments."

\I fho was English and would
YY the patenl reveal how the

device operated? Roberl English
(1808-1869) rvas an Irislunan
who arrived in Perursylvania as a
youngster with his parents,
according to Thomas Helms'
1884 Historv of Wabash Indiana.
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In 1834 he moved to Lagro,
Indiana, as a canal coltractor.
Here wilh his brother Michaet.
flie two built and operated a grist
nrill a slrort distance up
the Salamonie River
from its nrouth al the
Wabash. Togetherthey
became prominent
grain dealers in Lago.

E. F- Lucas was
General Superintendeut
of the Wabash & Erie
in 1844 when he

LUCAs
REtrT]MMENDED

THE INVENTTtrIN BE
MADE AVAILABLE
FtrlR ALL EATES

BEINEi BUILT
THEREAFTER.

both in poinl of durability aud
facilities in navigation. Mr.
English was pemutted to pul in
one of his new gates, more as a

matler of curiosity
a1 the tirne, but not
u,ithoul the hope
that it would at
some time prove to
be of pubtic and
lasting utilily. The
invention is higltly
spoken of by
eminentEngineers,
both in this and

reported to the hrdiana General
Assembly that several new lock
gates were put in place during
the past season and referred to
certain improvements. The one
he chose to hightight was, "cast-
iron frarnes for the paddle gates
to work in." As the
superintendent stateq the gate
was the fust to fail taking the
grealest abuse in the overall
structure, not to mention the
rough handling by the canal
men.

*I 
cannot here omit to ruention,"

wrote Lucas, "that Mr. Robt.
English long known as a faithful
contractor on the Wabash and
Erie canal, has invented a new
lock ga.te, for which he has
obtained a patent, and which
bids fair from present
appearanes, to zupersede all
other improvements of the kind,

other States. The one now in
operation is at the first lock
above Canollton."

Further that the gates were
adaptable to the, "making of
waste weirs to drain the canal to
the bottom when it occurs that
outlets have to be made in the
banlcs al a considerable cost, and
always attended with more or
less danger."

In 1845 Lucas reported several

large waste rveirs were put in
place for the purpse of draining
the canal to the botlom on those
levels of the canal that were
prone to damage during
flooding "two of which are on
Robt. English's plan of patent
gates-one of a large dimension at
the Mouth of Clear Creelg a

short dislance below Huntinglon.
The creek empties into the canal
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ralher as a feeder; but from sone
cause or other, the passway for
the waste water in times of
floods or heavy falls of rain,
were not until the last season
(1845) suffrciently provided for.
The stream has its source in a
very hilly county, and a1 times
floods the canal with rnore than
the ordinary quantity of wa1er,
u,hich heretofore invariably
made healy breaches in the
embanhnent. There is one other
on the same plau on the
adjoining level below or West of
Clear Creek."

On July 1, 1841, the U. S, Patent
Office Report from the
Comnissioner of Patents lists
Robert English of Lagro,
Indiana, as havingbeen granted
a patent for his design of a
"Canal l,ock Gate." (See patent
and drawings shown on pages 6
through 10, plus the cenler
pages of this issze). English
states in his Letters Patent that
he had inveuted a new and
usefi:l improvernent in canal
locks, particularly in the
construction of the upper gate
which he called the, "air and
water acting q'rnpathetic canal
Iock gate." In this instance,
"sympathetic" meant that tlre
action of opening the gate
vertically occurred because of
the inlluence of power that was
created by a combination of air

and water. Instead of manually
openingthe gate horizontally, as
rvas the custom of the day, an
airtight float was used in
cornbination with the gate.

The gate door rested in a "tighl
chamber" constructed on the
deck of the structue. For large
devices such as a lock, tu,o heavy
doors had to be controlled one
of which held an air float in
place thal nested into the tight
chamber when the door was in
the down or open position. The
air float was made of "sheet iron
or other suitable material." The
lower gate, under N,hich the air
float is fixed, was first ser in its
place by causing its round or
quoin post to lie in a horizontal
position in the hollow quofuL An
upper gate was positioned to
rest on the lower gate by fitting
its quoin post to a second hollow
quoin at the upper end of the
lock Additional mechanisms
were then installed to prevent a
gate rising too far. In the case of
a lock amoving hinged guard or
breakwater was placed in the
rear of the gates to prevent the
water from breaking over into
the boats or causing injury due to
the sudden swge of water.

A culvert, constructed under the
east abutment of the floodgate
structure allowed water to pass
out of tlre canal governed by two
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horizontally moving valves. An
opening on the east side of the
culvert introduced or released
water from the *tight 

chamber,,
in which the floodgate could
rest.

To raise and lower or close and
openthe gate, the downstream or
lower valve was closed by
turning a vertical crank
preventing the escape of the
water ttrrough the culvert. The
upstream oruppervalve where it
met the canal was opened by a
separate vertical crank letting
the water into the chamber and
causing the gate to rise by the
action of the water on the air
float which lifted the gate.

To lower ttre gate, the lower
downstream valve was opened by
turning the vertical crank
handle. At the same time the
upstream valve was shut
allowing the water to escape
from the chamber through the

culvert forming a partial vacuum
under the gate, letting water flow
over to drain the canal level.
Weights could be added to the
door if the gate was not heavy
enough to descend properly.

InMay 1999, however, whenthe
Clear Creek Floodgate was
uncovered, no metal float rvas
found nor was there evidence of
a second gate. Since slr.eet
planking was attached to both
sides ofthe gate door and being
in a watery environment a
watertight fit was likely. It is
possible that air trapped within
the structure of the door created
the necessary "air float" to
perform the function of the sheet
iron float as described bv
English. As for not uncovering
evidence of a second door, the
function of a floodgate required
but a single gate. Because ofthe
uriqueness of the design, it is
likely also that Mr. English was
contracted to install his
invention at the Clear Creek
Floodgate.

The following five pages, plus the center pages, show the original
patent text and drawings for the English pa.tent.
Pg. 6 - A copy ofthe original patent text.
Pg.7 - A more legible version of the text.
Pg. 8 - The drawings English made to illustrate his invention-
Pg. 9 - The topview drawing of the English flood gate.
Pg. l0 - The side view drawing of the English flood gate.
Center pages - Tom Castaldi,s drawing of the English flood gate
at Clear Creek, viewed toward the southeast. The canal is in the
lowcr-left foregounq the river in the upper-right background.
This is not exactly as descriH in the patent liee textl.
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LTqTTED STATES PATENT OFT'ICE.
it()Ii EtlT I:r';l.r sil. O F i-I,(illr r. l-\ l.,l-\:1.\.

CAI[!.L.IOCX GATE

SD€clllcat oo of Le:tas PctcDs }{o. 4154, dtt.d Julf I, fg4l.

l',iirru. l,r.u itril.liai"i rr DpN rl!! rrsrfll int-
r :,rr,1elriprri itt ,ttrtl io,:ks. ll;rrtirtiur!-r in

iirr. r!nlitlrrti(rtt ,rf the tt1.rpi,r grtt. i:rlle.l
ij'r " ,iir rilrl $illFI nr:l'illg iItlrl)illill'tir'.:ltlitl'
i,u,k grt+." nliirh i' ricrr:l'itre,l ls f,rlloss.
r"f,.r'iir,,c !icirrg lrnil ttr 1i1' ;r1iil91g1:d ,111n'

:,r ilrl.-. r:ri!killS trrrt. of this +;*,'ilieriti,n,' liirri!'e I isi lilln tr tr)p rii,\' of tlte '.oCli.

't,, ,l! -.h,,n, it 11,1y ,1111,sy,1 ; :

'"tif l,'[ii"nti t!i*r i. n,*""" ]ls,;r-r.rr. of I

1.il{rr,. :rl [h' '1{llttI uf 'lVlb'rrh rrrd Strrte ,rf ;

z,xrtrll_r nrov'ing rulvr:s H turnoil br ruri-
eal ro,l"- ln,l cr-nnk-. [,. ]I. The buitun uf
Crwl trunkr shoul,I be rrliorrt li itr,.lrrs lrhs
ilr(' ln)tti)tn of rhe ,:rnrrl at the lrn,l rrf rlre 60
Itr,:k,

Iu order to rnise on,l lo.r'* or ,:Lxc and
rrlx,lt the* rrmf,:tihetic sxtes lhe lcrscr rtlrc
li nrrrst lrr'tl,xed br riuning rhe r:runli L
rlhitlr lrrererrL; the estrp(, of llre Nltrr rrt 6i
tlr,l si,lt r:r!rerts or p:icipp trn::i: T. 'fhe
up;.;r:r rnlte is tlren openerl br tlrt' crnnk JI
whirh lers the rvlter into the ehrmlxr uurl
(.rrx\ lht, gill{s l() ris€ [x t]rc l,riorr of ihr
n'r(el ,rn (he nir flout l) rhir.h !ifh tlrr' ;0
r:r,L'r grlc B :rnrl this Iifrs thr: rrDlrer cltr C
irr ulriih ptxirion ir is hell rvbili ihc Lci S
i. rli.,'lrllging it. n:rtrr, t'eirtin!-l itrxinsr lhd
rrppcr.r,lrt rif ihe lrrrrer e.t,r.'olii,ii. in its
rrise,l p,rsiti,,tt fr-,1111.r 1111' nlntllel:t. t5

In arrl+r to let tlrr g.rtos .I,lrti tlre lorrpr
rrlrc )I is riPcned l,r'lrrrrring tlre lrrn,lle L
rtliir.ir :rll,,r's t!,,, r',.rt,.,r t.r rr.iri{. fl,lrr tl,r
chantlx'r thtnug[ the sirir culr:em-. T. tlit
rrligror tulre beir:g rt tlrr s;rtrrt, tinre shut to t0
prcreut the cnlrltlc.e of nnttr florrr tle
r'lrnill. rr prrrtiul vacuum is thur fornred undcr
t)re grtes into whieh the_v descend. letting
the N0ter fltrn orer tllem into thc lock-.
Should the upper gilte rrot be sulHciently 05
l,er11' to enrrie it io deseend it nruit ix
rrriglrted f<rl thlt prrrporc.

.\ rr.rii,'rrilt rrrtvirr{ Lirrgr,i grrilrtl nt'
Irrr':tkrtatrr I) is ;rrr;trrgtul in tlrc t..rr ,,f rlir
g:llPr- l(, llreteut the lralr'r ft.()llr lrrOrliing 80
or drshitrl ottr inirr the b,rcts "r,I:rinu uui'
iniun lrrj r too srr,ltlen florr of thr srrer-
suir'l lrlerkurter boiug xlf rrd jirstalrlc ht the
a('tion of lhr \Yater.

l\'h:rt I clninr :rs urr inrenti,iu :rrrrl nlrith gS

I desire to rer:rrrc llr Letters l'rterrr is-
l. The rrrt'rtrtgenrcnt of tlre tert irrll-r mor.

inr grles R. C';rn,l rir Boat I) irr ,.',iu!'irrr.
lirrrr titlr llrc,:!rirrrrh,r .\. tr:rr,i. l'. ;rurl
rllrcs, I{. lr rt sulxtitrrtt' firt' Ihe r:ruurrrrn 100
lr,rrizotrtrrllr utorifig snt(.r--f;rri,l g:rtes D. C
['riilI ul,cl^tl r,t,J ,,"i,,*.J l,r' tl,i r;rrriri:l.,il
;tr:lirut of nil au,l rriler. in the tnattner hert
in set f,,rth. or nll otlier srrbsi:rntirrllt the
-.{l;irc. loi

!. I rrlso eloinr in .:orrbinntiotr rith the
f,r,g,rirrg tln, sc.!f rclirtg l,r'r'il!.:1riltiI P il.
,i'. riln.,l.

"' "'i;ir;i;*'i'L'.' 
i,i ",,r:'i,,1;^,.;i,i''.,i 

i':" u*r'. i
l.'i..-:: is il. r1't'ti,'rl iecliott thr*rlgli rht t'en' 

I
trr r,f ilr: lrr:k. ;" .i,irii,ii l,,iier.. rofi l r., r\)rn,:[r,rdiug I

ii |riItl i'' '''1'h* nrtrrre of tltis irrsention nnr'l inrprntt- !

lrr.r't io!r-irl: in op'trilr,g tlrt,iJxt('r. t'(rtitilll.\' '

i,1' :t D()$l:t' llltllttferl li,r i[ (lrlttl]lliflllr)n ot :

t!:r tnl,r e!tlrti'rrt'. rrir rrliri rilttr. iii-t*r,l ,rf i

:0 ,,ixrritrg ilie lrtits holiz,iritrlllr tr5 trtrtntrrtl I

:n,rrrtt'itr ilt llir. .{)n!flLrl rnrrl,i lti iir-ligirt :

ii,,,,1 irir,:. ,l'r,.1 !lr u.,ir'lri::rrl.,r: 'r;ti, t!,,'
.::,rtr. irr oirl+r r'r ell't{t t})( obieet.:rirued lt. 

1

F,u' tlris trrrtlr-.e I o,Irstru(:t n tight cLanr- i

:t lrrj -\ rrt tlrt, r'rn strerrur en(l of the'l,r:k S for i

rhc ,rnrprthetic gttrs B. C. {nd air llolt I) to I
urrtk in.:rhoui. Io-urteen feet.leen if.rr rr l,l.'k I

,,f i0 frct liftl fronr tlre top ofihe l,x'k nnd I

iu u'irhh n )itrh orer tlie riidth of t)x, lock I

30 rnrl alxrrrt I! fret'lor:g.. ntrrrrrr,l rthich. nenr I

tL" !u,tl,ltr. :rtT f,,rurr,l Iedgri rrr od';+t.- ]i I

frrr tirt :.frlr- l,r t'd-t '.1! lrlrr,tl ,i,.\rtt. iltl'l
,11!1r.;' ;rrrrj;r'trt:g r\',it'.r.,r..rt'. l1',lgr'. IJ rlrtr' ,

tlte grrtes. lil:rce,l in urr'in<.linint1 lnsition. i

lir frir thr 4rtcs to press {grihst. \rhtu up. lrr i

rlre rise of th.i lrrter in the clrrnrlxr kr kecp !

ti,"r;r tigi,t rrxl ptelent thenr frrrtrt ri*ittg i

r,,r llgil. 'llu lorttr girr(' llndpr fltlil t() I

rrlrich rhe dir fl,rxt I) ii tisorl is lirst fitrerl I
.t0 lo it: plrrr* lrl rnrrr-inc' ils r.ilrnd r,r rlu()in I

rrrt tri lie in n lrr,rizrurt;rl rro-*iti,,n irr thc lrr,l- I

1,,,t r1rr,;iri fi. 'I'}e air riilrt flort I) shoukl I
I'r nt::,lr rrt' ;litrL iil'I|. ilr oll:r.r' srritrirlr tttr- :

tr.r'irl. lrrd ire littcl to tlre rrurler :.i.lc of thr '
r.i i'rrtcy qllto ir) 0 txrrrIHDailt ltltllil!r,'. 'flle i

u,rprr girt(' (' ir r,rir litrr,l to it. .l)r'r,i(r plx(r. ;

itr i.itrlr rtrnrrtt(r !r,-r tu rest upon the loser ;

.gaiit lrr iirting its quoin l)osi-to the h,)lloN
,;rr.,ir (.i? xl llri' liilii(r' rrui r,I tirt )'rt'h. -\

t0 l;rlh. or rtrlp .r.- ij irrilcil tt, ilr,: rtniler -ci,lctf i)rt, rt1,liei pxtf (' to llrrt'r1rrt l!r(, IrlY{'t'
r:rrlr l.l :i.itrg ru., ftrr'.

,l. rorr,nrurtitrrtiotr is ollectrd from the I

trn,rl t,r tlre clrrrriiLer lrr lrielns of tlrrnk; or i9i r':lverr; tlrlrrr:gh rthieir the wrter is trrrr- i
iirrrt0J to lhc i:l''rlnl'r(,t .\. -eritu't:t'tl b1' holi- ;

li()l)!:R'u t':N( i t,Ist I.
1\'i lnesses:

Il. Ti. Jlc,nrnr.
Il. R. IlnBen'r-scx.



UNITf,,D STATE PATENT OT'F'ICE
ROBERT ENGLISH OF LACRO, INDIANA

CANAI-LOCK GATE
Specifioation of l,etters Palent No. 2, I 54, date July l, I g4l

To all whom it mdy concern:
Be it known thar I, ROBERT ENGLISH, of

Lagro, in fie county of Wabash and State of
lndiana, bave invented a new and useful
improvement in. canal locks, particularly in tlre
conskuotion ofthe upper gate, called tlre ;.air and
water acting synpathetic canal-lock gaG,', which
is described as follous, referenoe being had to the
annexed drawing making part of this
specification

Figure I is a plan or top view ofthe loclc Fig..
is a vertical sec.tion through the center oftte

lock
Similar letlers refer to corresponding parts.
The natrrre oflhis inveution and i.irprovenrent

ists in-opening flre gates vertically by 
" 

po*",
uced by a oombination of the two elemenls,

air and water, irskad of opening the gates
horizontally by manual power as i, tl," 

"orioonmode, an air-tight float being used in cornbination
with the gates in order to effecl the object aimed
at For lhis purpose I construct a tight clramber A
at the up stream end of flre look S for the
synpathetic gales B,C, and airfloat D to work in5
about fourlrenfeet deep (for a lock of20 feet lift)
from the top ofthe lock and in width a little over

width ofthe lock and about 12 feet .long
Lnd whicll near the bottom. are formed ledges

or offsets E for the gales to rest on wlren doirt
and otlrer projecting courses or ledges F above the
ga1es, placed in an inclining posiliorq for flre gates
to press agains! when up, by the rise ofthe water
in the-chanober to keep them tight and prevent
them &om rising too high. The lower gatl under
and to which the air float D is fixed is frst fitted to
its place by causing its round or quoin post to lie
in- a horizontal position in the hollow quoin G.
The air tight float D should be rnade ofslieet irorl

charnber A, governed by horizontally moving
valves H turned by vertical rods and cranks !M.
The bottom of these trunks should be about 6

oflrer suitable material, and be fitted to the

A communication is etreolpd from the canal to
cbamber by means of trunks or culverts

whioh the water is conduo,ted to the

inclres belowthe botlom ofthe canal attle head
the lock

which, in i1s raised position forms the abutment
In order to let tlre gates down the lower valve H

is opened by tuming tlre handle L which allows
the water to escape from flre clrarnber through the
side culverts T, flre upper valve being at tJre same
time shut to prevent tlre entrance of water fiorn the
canal, a partial vacuum is thus formed under tlre
gates into whiclr they descend lettirg flre water
flow over flrem inlo the lock. Should the upper
gate not be sufticientJy heavy to oause it to
descend it must be weiglrted for flrat purpose.

A vertically moving hinged guard or breakwater
P is arranged in t}e rear ofthe gates to prevent lhe
water from breaking or dashing over into the boats
or doilg any injury by a too sudden flow ofthe
water-said breakuater being self adjustable by
the action ofthe water.

What I claim as my invention and whioh I desire
to secure by Lrfters Patent is-

l. The arrangement of the verlically moving
gal,es B,C and air float D in combination with the
cbamber d trunks T, and valves, H, as a
substitute for the common horizontalty moving
gates-said gat€s B,C being opened and closed by
the combined actiotr of air and water, in the
manner here-in set fort[ or any other substanti
the same.

2. I also claim in conrbination wift the
foregoing selfacting breakwater p as described.

ROBERT ENGLISH.
Witnesses:

B.K MORSELL.
H.B. ROBERTSON.

In order to raise and lower or olose and opeu
these sympatlretic gates flre lower valve H must tre
olosed by turning the crank L which prevents tlre
escape offlre water at the side oulverts or esoape
lrunk T. The upper valve is then opened by the
crank M which lets the water into the chamber and
causes tlre gates 10 rise by flre action ofthe waler
on flre air float D which lifls the under gate B and
this lifu tfie upper gate C in which position it is
held while the lock S is discharging its water,
resting against the upper edge ofthe lower gate,

under side of tlre lower gate in a permanent
manner. The upper gate C is next fitted to its
proper place in such manner as to rest upon the
Iower gate by fitting its quoin post to the hollow
qugin G2 atthe upper end ofthe lock. A ledge or
strip N is nailed to the under side ofthe upper*gate
C to prevent lhe lo\\,er gate B rising too fai.
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MONTEZT]MA

ITS PEOPLE CONNECTIONS
TO THE WABASHAND ERIE CANAI

by Charles Davis

A, presented here in this article, both a picture of a uran and life in
Yol*?*u during rlre wabash and Erie canal is portrayed. A u,el knorur
Parke county newspapenuan, Maurice Murphy of tu. ito"kuil. T.ibur*
interviewed the famous doctor Benjamin Franklin Huoson ana rot n w.
"Uncle wyck" Vanla'dingham Tuisday, April 21, i9r4. Trre newspaper
ma"lr did several stories-concerning parke county history during the'earl5,
turn of the Ce,tury Nou,here in our parke Co*rty history ii given an
arcount more detailed than this article by men nho lived tlrcir livei duriug
the wabash and Erie canar era. It is,Lry rare to find such documented
proof- Dr- Hudson and "uncre wyck' name severar people in this
interview. I u'iil provide additional sketches on those oa,o"a by thern and
several sketches of others who are not namedbul u,ho played a ,ignin"art
role with their connections to the Wabash and Erie Canal

To. beginnings of the wabash a'd Erie canar have alreadl been
documented in a rzariety of areas such as tlre builcling of it, the structures,
finances, etc. My goal is to research the peopre fliemserves, who have
mostly been forgotten, aud to expose their lives and livelihoods that
connected them to the wabash and Erie canal. It involves those who ran
stores, lhose who were blacksmilhs, canal boat operators, grain
warehouses, doctors ad even stage coach drivers. It is very fasciniting
to uncover those long forgotten idividuals who worked hard and
benefitted much from the Wabash and Erie Canal.
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R", Bent(gt - canotBoattnan

Rolland Benfley, 1870 Census, running Canal boats age33,bom 1837 in
Canada. Bentley was rnarried to Lucretia Shewmaker July 20, 1861 by
Scot Noel, J.P. (Sdurce: Parke Coun8 Marriases) I1 is reported that
Benlley rau Canal boats for E.M. Benson of Benson's Basiu. His death
rvasn'l recorded at the Rockville Courlhouse. The tovr.n ofMontezuma has
the Oakland Cemetery records which give his death as Septenrber 13 , 1924.
An April 10, 1913 newspaper said, "Rolland Bentley returned to
Montezuma afler spending the winter at Culver. Mr. Bentley will rnake his
horne here this sunrmer. The Rockville Republican of October 21, 1903
says, "The fiureral services of Mrs. Rolland Bentley were held at the family
residence Monday monring, and were conducted by Rev. Kinrberlirl after
which the interment occurred at Oakland Cemetery. Mrs. Bentley died of
dropsy, age 6 I years. Their place of residence is recorded in Parke Countv
Deed Book 84: 485. The Montezuma Entemrise Thurs, September 25,
1924 says,

Bentley, a former resident,
was brought here for burial
morning. His death occurred at an
lndianapolis hospital, Friday.
funeral was held at the Brown
Undertakins Parlors.

The Rockville Tribune, Wednesday September 24, 1924 was more
informative.

remains of Rolland Bentley,
90 years, were brought to Montezuma
from the Northern Insane Hospital,
Saturday. Mr. Beritley lived in
Montezuma ffiyears andwas a well
known and respected man in Parke
County. He is survived by one
daughter, Mrs. Flora Buswell,
Maxinlukee.



jtlo garkgrs are on their graves or those oftheir children Wilson and Mary.
I u,ill make them markers, Lot #41.

At*n. carupbeIl- Doctor

On page 80 of the same book there is a long story given by the famous John
T. carnpbell's wife A,na (Dr. Anna B. campberr) whenihe came to parke

9:y,y To sum up my poinl about Wyck Vanlandingharn, she said this:
"Afler living here about three yea,' my husband suggistedi strould go to
Mo,tezuma to someone's fiureral. we went in a puutic hack driven by
wyck vanl-andingham." They ran into some mud hores and were stuck. she states this of wyck: "Afl,er wickedly swearing at them (the horses)

J ,r*rBowsher - Mitter

I* 
-P.@Cg*rt, Atlus: 355 gives this sketch on Joseph Bou,sher: ..Born

1816, Ohio, Joseph Bowsher built the fi''t Gdst Millln Monlezuma. He
gryrated it for a few years and lost financialry. He died in lggg in west
Union."

Jacob Bowsher lived on his father's farm section 25 io Liberry bu,,ship.
This farm was thespot in u,hich a bad of lndians had a villaga Its chief s
name was John Cornstalk according to the History o:f parke and
verndllion cou,ties. Joseph and his brother Russell built the mill *raoa.
It was a burr type ad steam operated. The Bowshers sord the mill to
Matthew Bridenthall. Bridenthall lost it through the conrmon pleas courl
Judgnrent against Bridenthall u,as $6,06g.3:. Lots #27 and2g went to
public auction by sheriff, Joseph Bou,sher bid $4,500 and bought it back
september 14, L874- BookDecree: gr-g2. o, sepember r4,rd?sJoseph
and Russell Bowsher sold the mill on l-ot# 2g ad Lot *zl taor. G*rg
Mccune for $6,000 according to parke counlv Deed Book: 496- This u,as
a flouring grist mllt. This mill operated aUout nve yea.s auring the Canal
days.
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awhilg we rose up, up until we reached land" It is a great story and
happened in 1867 o11868.

The Rockville Tribune June 2, 1914 says this about Uncle Wyck.

J. W. familiarly larown as "WycH'
Vanlandingham died last Thursday
evening at the home of his daughter
Mrs. Rufus L. Cooley of Montezuma.
Mr. Vanlandingham was eighty one

old, and had lived in
Montezuma longer than any other
resident, having resided there since
1844. He is remembered to older
residents of Parke County as the

n at Montezuma before the
was built over the Wabash.

Besides his daughter Mrs. Dooley,
is survivedby a niece, Mrs. Thomas F.
Gaebler of Rockvillle. The funeral

held at the residence in
Montezuma last Sunday afternoon at
2 o'cloclc, conducted by Rw. J. D.
Play, of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Vanlandingham was highly
by all who knew him, and no man
knew more about old times in

in than he.

H*o Horgratu end sffinT*rar - ar,-ry opuatots

*Uncle" Wyck mentions "Wildman's hollow" during the Canal perioq
'This is the place where I live and have lived all my life. Our old saying
from the old days is 'In Wildman's Holler, the further you go, the wilder
it gets and I live in the last house.' Across the road from our house was a
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limestone quarry in the 1860s-70s. Henry Hargraves and Sam Farrar
quarried stone here in Wildman's hollow. The limestone is thin stratus
and was used to make many home foundations. One exists next door. It is
recorded that we have here in the bollow the best glazing clay in America."
Parke CounW Atlas ST : 34.

fwmas E. Goeh{zr - Mur6{e Cttttzr

Thomas F. Gaebler lived in Montezuma for a nhile during the canal era.
He was a marble cutter and made many headstones for graves including
those I've researched. Today his name can be seen on the bases on the
stones he made. One of his infant children is buried next to "Uncle Wyck-"
It is a marble headstone shaped like a small casket and is located in
Oakland Cemetery.

There is some confusion in our history of grist mills in Montezuma. The
Parke County Atlas: 35 put all the mills in one spot. This was not true.
The George W. McCune mill was located on Lot # 28. It was on the corner
of Plum and Water streets along the canal. The 1874 plat shows it there
and will present the proof.

The other mill wss located at the south end of town by the railroad tracks
at the site of today's Elevator company. The Archaeoloeical and Historical
Survey ofParke Countv bD, Geo. Branson gives the wrong dates ofpersons
owning it and also the wrong location of the mill site. E.M. Benson and
John G. Davis owned Lols # 27 and 28. Benson came into possession of
all lots wlren he bought out Davis's partnership. Benson sold Joseph
Bowsher and Russell Bowsher lots #27 and 28 April 15, 1867, Deed
Record Book 25: 535 for $1000. This amount shows that some sort of
business was already established there at that time.

R M. Gi[frzsott - Doctor

Another famous doctor that practiced in Montezuma was R M. Gilkeson.
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He was in a company called the Parke C,ounty Volunteers. It was
organized and held for muster in the United States arnry in 1846 when war
was declared. Gilkeson was a Second Lieutenant. This company was
enrolled among those on the waiting list bD, the Adjutant General of the
State, but the war ended before they could be reached in the order of
priority of organization according to Parke County Atlas: 89. On page
65 he is listed among other doctors who practiced medicine in Montezirma
from I 825' I 9 I 6. On January 7, 1999 ll:rrdthe utmost pleasure turning the
pa ges of Dr. Gilkeson' s account book dated November 3, I 850-January 26,
1854. At the end of the account boolg he penned some poetry Here is a
sample:

Tflrnl frss r,ow{eA o spbl+ tttat tawil tfiu,
flrsd &qisfisntfy inagefor yurs,

afrou frsst twgft me at bqth ta forgA tfru"
bt serr:&, ltt sltqtg ln tcss.

Llhe eyowrg ilr{wfiatt$t by lts mo{ra,
Its eafiicst pbnans to fry,

Rovqed tfie nest lnfi ft tingclng frovw,

ai[ lts frq$tlng dry" sn fy.

Thanls to Mldred Burns I was able to ottain this infonnation on Dr.
Gilkeson Mildred's late husband Robert Burns was the grandson of
Joseph Burns, owner ofthe ferry on the Wabash River mentioned later in
this article. Robert salvaged this account book and several historical books
from a trash dump years ago when they were thrown away by County
officials. Two other books he saved are the Millers Account book Grist
Mill at Armiesbure. 1840-1860 and Goods Soldkdeer 1843-44 fromthe
large mercantile store contained in the mill. Some entries are as follows:

Page 173 November 18, 1840, Joe Burns 6 yards. offlannel $2.15,
andbuttons.06.
Page 169 November 16, 1843, William Wildman (of Wildman's
paid $ 10.00 in Canal Scrip (Money issued when the state was unable to
the interest on the money borrowed for canals and other improvements)

Page 164 November 14,1843 % pound ofshot and 2 ounces powder
eachbv the famous Christmas Daganet. Christmas made several
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there. He was half Indiau of the Wea tribe and iuterpreter for the U.
Govenunent in their conferences u,ith the Indians.

One account book that peflains to the Canal Era ia Montezuma is Joseph
Bunrs' "Eerriggq-Accour{-bg$" 1 854- l 85 5. P age 7 2 lists none other than
stagecoach driver Caleb Richards. His account reads June 15, I 854 Wagon
.30, July l0 wagon.30, Novenrber 7 Horse .20, February 6, 1855 I Load
Coal.30, March 27, .lO Cash by Sept 20.

S ,*- Datny Hitt - Cans.tWarefwuse/Fanruer

Samuel D. Hill, information on hiur is his obituaq, and parke Countv Atlas
A: 33. Samuel Denny Hill rvas born in Circleville, Ohio, pickaway County,
May 18, 1829 and died October 1, 1913 at the age of 84 years. His pareuls
were Dr. Samuel Hill and Margaret Hill. He carne to Monlezurna but one
year old and for 79 years lived at the old homestead (Lot # lS) place on
Water Street (along canal), moving from there 4 years ago to the presenl
residence (LCIt # 47). scarcely a stones throw from his life long habitation.
On furil 7,1856 he was united in marriage to Margaret A. Ensworth, of
Circleville, Ohio and went 1o housekeeping in the old homestead. 'Uncle
Sam": as he was comrnonly lcnoun by his marry friends. Children are
Frank E. HiIl ofMontezuma, James C. and Edrvin of Tacoma Washington,
and Wm. S. Hill of Cincirurati. At the age of 16 Samuel u'as ernployed by
E. M. Benson and John G. Davis @enson's Basirl warehouse on the
Wabash & Erie Canal) as a clerk for flrenr eight years. Benson and Davis
were dry goods rnerchants. Afler the end of eiglrt years Mr. Hill
commenced farming. ln 1872 he wasReserve township trustee-

e$ amin E r snfrIin Hulsor - D o ctor

This is the rynmav of Dr. B. F. Hudson as it appeared in the Montezuma
Bnierprise Thursday, W 17, 1923.

(continuedon pge20)
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Benjamin Franklil Hudson, 1826-1923, was a doctor in
Montezuma, iN during the Wabash & Erie canal era.
His reminiscences appeared in an article entitled "Old
Times in Montezuma" in the Rockville Republ,ican on
Aprit 21, 1914, and provided much of the information
for this article.

Benjamin Franklin Hudson was
bont near New Riclunond, Ohio,
March 16, 1826 and died in
Montezuma, Indiana, May 10111

1923, at the age of ninet5r seven
years, one monlh and tweuty four

He was

children, tlueeboys andfive girls,
three of whorn, Mrs. Rhubama
Rogers of Dana, India:ra, Mrs.

Wiltermood and Mrs.
Stokes of Newport,

iana survive him. He was
on the old
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receiving a oommon school and
academic education, teaching
school in the winter and working

the farm in the summer
months. He began the study
medicine with Doctors Griffith
and lVillette of Newport, Indiana
in l85 l and three years later took
a course of lectures at the Ohio
Medical College. In the spring
1857 he was graduated from the

iami Medical College and
in Montezuma for the

practice of his profession the
following June. He made his
home in Montezuma and very
successfully followed the practice
of medicine. In 1886 he took a
course of Lectures at Louisville,
KY. He was a member of the
Parke County Medical
Association and also a member
the State and Tri-State Medical
So. He was twice elected as

lVL* Hushts-Grocer

Morris Hughes was born Port Penn, Delaware \[ay 8, 1814 and came to
Parke County in 1842. Hughes was in the Grocery and Provisions

business and was a very wealthy man during the Canal days. After the

canal ceased he lost his health and wealth.

JimReeder remembered theHughes mansion growingup in Montezuma.
It is gone too, as are most of Montezuma's past buildings - and its citizens

don't care.

Trustee ofReserve TownshiP and
served as a member of the Town
Council for a period of eiglrteen
years. He vas a leader in Politics.
A Democrat and a strong advocate
of the principles since his first
ballot was cast. Dr. Hudson was
married to Mary E. Stacey, who
was a native of Massachusetts, on

19, 1858, and to this
one child was born, Mrs.

Adah H. Cumberlan{ who
survives him. Mrs. Hudson
having passed away about five
months ago. Funeral services
were conducted zt his late
residence in Montezuma,
Saturday afternoon., MaY t2,
1923. Rev. l. C. Whitson

He was laid to rest il
and Cemetery. O. L. Brown

d Son were the Undertakers in



Hughes obituary gives this on his life:

Hughes was bom May 8, I 8 14,
died January 17, 1888, agd73
, 8 months and 8 days. lvfu.

Hughes came from Craufordsville to
Montezuma in 1841, and conrmenced
business with a very small capital, but

ing very energetic he soon built up
large business and in a few years

was doing the largest business ofany
merchant in the Wabash Valley. We

informed that he was a very liberal
man and was always in public
improvements, donating liberally

building churches, school
houses. To prove that he was a

businessman and very liberal
is shown by the fact that he never
refused to purchase anything that was

to hirn, whether it was
marketable or not, he would take it
rather than have them take it back
home. As rye stated last week, Mr.
Hughes lost his mind sometime since

has caused his family
trouble and as they could

not keep him in the house, they
thought itwouldbebestto take him to
the infirmary where he would be
properly caredfor. They took him on

the 12th, and he was taken
from there to the residence of his son-
in-law, W. S. Hill, onMonday of this
week where he died on Tlresday
morning. (His wife was Julia
Constantia Morris died 4-1-1850 age
33 yrs.) The funeral service will
held at the hesbyterian Church today
at 2 o'clock conductedtr Rw. J. B.
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Logan, aft er which interment \Mill
place at the old Cemetery." His stone
is broken and laying on the ground
like most in the Old Montezuma

Jr*rC.Johuton-SuntErcr/Superl.tltmtnrWeEcawl
The picture of the home of James C. Johnston of Montezuma. was in my
last article about the Brady Hotel. Jolurston was a surveyor and
superintendent of the Wabash and Erie Canal. Dr. Hudson proves my
statement in an earlier article that the canal operated through Montezuma
as late or later than 1870. Hudson said the canal ceased there in 1873.
The piece of iron Dr. Hudson talks about is a wicket gate and it is in the
possession of the Indianapolis museum. This information oomes from Jim
Reeder of Raleigtr, N. C. who donated the wicket to the museum- Mr.
Reeder also donated the land in the south part of town that is today's
Reeder Park This is the exact spot where Benson's Basin was on the
Wabash and Erie Canal.

James C. Johnston's home was also owned by the Reeder family. Mr.
Reeder and I had a phone conversation during which he informed me that
he found several boxes ofrecords in the upper part ofthe house behind
wall panels sometime in the 1930s. He said the records were made by
Johnston during canal days and that many of them were in like-new
condition. He donated part of this collection to the Emiline Fairbanks
Library , now the Vigo County Library, to a Miss Crawford. In the Vigo
County Library canal file, there are a few pages typed on this. The
original papers can't be found and the library staff tell me they know
nothing of this donated collection!

James C. Johnston was born in 1814. The 1870 Census g\res his nativity
in Ireland, lists him as Canal Superintendent vvith $3,000. in real estate.

He died September 5, 1881, and was buried in Oakland Cemetery Lot #
9l Grave #6. His obituarywas short and uninformative. His main office
was in Lafayette, Indiana. His wife was Samantha Haynes born 1829,

died Septernber 27,1908. Her obituary is in the Rockville Republican,
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page 3. she died al her son's home- willia'r w. Joh,sto'in omaha,
Nebraska. she was broughl back ho're for burial beside her hu$and.
Their children were Erin, Williaq John E. and Lois.

J "^EmmetJofuutntt - Brady Hotzlpropriewr

John E. Johnston, the son of Jarues and Samautha, 
'n,as 

married to Lawa
Beel coclrrau. Her parents were Margaret and James cochran of Laplant
House in vincennes. These fir,o ran the Brady Hotel for a tirne in the
1870s. John E. was in the grocery-hardrvare business and was one of the
fouuders ofthe First National Bank ofMonteauma in 1904. Joh:r E.'s son
was Ralph Johnston.

J. E. Johnson's wife's obituary appeared in the Montezuma E'terprise
May ll, 1933 as follows:

Jane Wilson, wife of Jarnes Wilson uiho b.ilt the'tsrady Hotel,'at the start of
the Wabash & Erie Canal in Montezuma, IN.(See Indiana Canals_ vol. 9, No.4,
Fall 1998)
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Johnston was born in
Montezuma June 2, 1865, daughter
James H. and Margarel Cochran.
was the u.idow of J. E. Johnston
the mother of Ralph Johnston

lier in death by one week

Roberl Welcb, u{io died in 1894, was a farmer who boughl the "Brady Hotel"
for his daughter Arura Brady. Ile is buried ia the Catholic ceraetery in
Armiesburg, IN.

R*n wi*iotnJofinston - BsnE casfner

Ralph Johnston's obituary was in the Montezurna Enterprise May 4 , L933 .
He was a cashier of the First State Bank of Monlezuma. The paper states,
"R. William Johnston, son of J. E. and Laura, was bom in Montezurna,



Novenrber 27. 1886 and this life on lst, 1933. On

Bridget M. Welc\ who died n l}'lz,was the wife of Robert W"t.n, oo^". of
the 'tsrady Hotel." she is buried in the catholic cemetery in Armiesburg IN.

August 21, 1914, he united in rnarriageu,ith Hildeprde Haspel, daughter
of John and Thersa Haspel, of Greencastle, Indiana. To this union was
born a dauglrter, Margaret Jane Johnstoq who died in infancy.,' He is
buded in Oakland Cemetery.

As we study the obituaries we see that the Joturston name here died out
with Ralph- A possibility of the Jolrnston name being carried on would be
u,ith William W. who lived in Omaha, Nebraska, and was the brother of
John Erumet. Though the narne died out the James c. Johruton home still
stands. Cunently Ron Thorns lives in it and is very interested in its
history.
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G *rqeMcCune - Doctor/lvliffer

Dr. McCune was also a well known doctor in Montezuma during the
Wabash and Erie Canal days. He put out his shingle there in 1865. He
served in the Civil War as a surgeon for the l4th Indiana, holding the
rank of major. At Antietam he was detailed to take charge of General
Hancock when wounded. Born February 12, 1835, he married Sarah
Frink of Montezuma. His father was Alexander McCune who ora'ned the
Mecca Mills u,here George was raised He diedFebruary 28, 1891 and is
buried in Oaldand Cemetery with an undated military headstone. The
source of this ir:formation about his life is the Rockville Republican.
February 25, 1891. Note: E. M. Bensou first sold l-at # 28 for $i00.
March 2l, 1865 to J. Couchman and by Sheriffs auction Benson bouglrt
ir back for $100.

Lff* Jaw lv{usfwtt - Cann[ B oat CooF"

The obituary of James Mushett's wife, Arvilla Jane, reads as follows:

Montezuma Enterprise
Thursday, April 20, 1916

Answers Call
Mrs. Arvilla Jane Mushett answered
the last call, Wednesday morning,
April 12, about four o'clock She had
been sick for sorne time and the end
rvas expected. Funeral services were
held al the residence, Thursday
aflernoon, Rev. E. T. Miles offici-
ating. The remains were laid to rest at

and Cemetery. Mrs. Musheft had
a resident of Montezuma for

and is aboul the last one



thal was identffied with the canal
here. She was a cook on one

the boats pl)ang between Evansville
Toledo which mads regular stops

at Montezuma. After lrer marriage to
the Caflarn of the boat, James
Mushett, they went into a store at
Armiesburg which they ran for several
years. Afler leaving Armiesburg they
moved Io Montezuma, where
buded her husband in 1909, since
wldch time she has lived alone in

idence in the south part of lown.

Mrs. Mushett is buried in the same gmve as her husband- Both names are
inscribed on the same headstone. As I've found ou! it wasn,t unusual
back then for bodies to be buried in the same grave. Two colum,s over
from her obituary in the Montezuma Enterprise is a colunrn entitled Real
Estate Transfers. Arvilla Jane Mushett to Maude Mcl,aughlin, lot in
Mcinlezurna, $ 1.00. This transf,er uas done February 23, 1 9 G jui before
her death- Evidently she had no children or reiatives. TLere is no
connection between Mrs. Mushett and Mclauehlfu. A common sense
solutioq probably Mclaughliu (nwer married) took care ofMrs. Mushett.
Mclaughlin also received Mushett's "ottrervaluables', when Mrs. Mushet
died This was recorded in Parke Coun8 Deed Record Book g5- 23
February 1916: l8l. This deed record gives us the lot numberwhereMr.
aud Mushett lived, Lot # 2L. r-at # 2l is located on the south corner of
Pine and water streets. I could not find a deed record that places the spot
where the Mushetts lived in Anniesburg, but proof of their living in
Armiesburg exists and what they did while living there. This was fJund
in the 1874 Parke countv Atlas. wabash rwp.: 41. subscribers lists:
Mushett, James, Armiesburg business: family grocer. Nativity
Washington Co., N. Y. Wren came to Co., 1847.

J **Musfwtt - can*fBoat.Dfwet

James Mushet is mentioned$r "Uncle Wyckas'The first man to drive
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a canal-boat into Montuuma was James Mushet! who afrerward settled
there, and whose widow resides there yet." As written in my last article
"Brady Hotel," Mushett is buried in the Oakland Cemetery on the bank of
the canal. He died in 1909. No obituary exists on him.

C.* M. ni.cfiards - Stog" Coacft Dt'wcr/Constnft[z

What we do know about the Mushetts is that Arvilla met James, worked
for him on his canal boat, they fell in love and married. What a courtship!
Arvilla was born in 1833. An *o1d stage-coactL driven by genial Caleb
Richards, eveu during the canal days" is given in the article. (This is the
only name for a stage-coach driver in any written history ofParke County
that is currently available). The only thing I could find on Richards is in
deed abstracts and in a Montezuma Entemrise article of 30 November
l9l3 that he was Montezuma's Constable in 1850. The first recorded
property ofRichards' was on the southwest corner of Adams and Jefferson
sEeets, Lol157, Dec. 15, 1853. He sold it December 28,1854. His wife's
name was Mary Richards. His second property was purchased August 26,
1856 for $550.00. It was located on the northwest corner of Madison
street and Strawberry road next to the Old Montezuma Cemetery. This
would have been a good location in those days for a stage-coach stop. It
is on Lot #1. $550.00 was a great deal of money to pay for a lot in those
days and lets me presume that the coach business was already established

The following information was submitted by CSI member
Wanda Willis:
Indianapolis Journal. October 2L, 1872

Matters AboutTown
A Iot just West of the canal on West Washington Street was

sold last week for $250 per front foot.

Worlcrnen are employed in fitting up the Bates House
observatory, which was recently damaged by a horrendous fire.

The United Presbyterians of this city are building a $10,000
church on the corner of East Street and Massachusetts Avenue.



This antique black coach built in lS20
ka,sport President William McKineiy's pallbearlrs. It was used as a ;;_;towu stage until r 887 when the metal-rimmed Mreels were repraced witb rubbe.r
fires 

a3! it rys used by an Inclianapolis transfer company to tansport hotel guests
to and from depots. could this have been the coachdriv" uy ci.u *"#a"i

_n'hen 
he bought it. Two of Richards' infant children are buried in the old

Montezuma Cemetery. One died 10-23-1g52, the other dledix Or, *"
stones are marked as daughters of c.M. and M. Ricrrards. This cemetery
where rna,y prominent pio,eers such as Govemor Joseph A wright's
wife are buried is vsadarized a rot. Today the infant nicnaros; Jioo
camot be found

caleb fell into financiar hardships so,rehow ad lost his property bysheriffs auction to Heruran Huhnan of vigo co. Septernbe. is,ig6i fo,
the sum of $300.00- The deed record wasnl recorded mtil september 17,
1904, Deed Book 73: 205. Trre cornrno, preas court Book i, zti,t tuy
1862 states sam a.d Jorrn Ail""r@r+ *"tioo
against c.M. Richards $l r9.00 for his damages plus $l1.40. rni court
put Caleb's real estate up for auction by Sheritrio pay his delts. 

-

what happened to c.M. Richards? The lg70 census doesn't list him nor
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do death records of the cemeteries. Did he pack his bags and move awayT

In one ofthe Rockville tibrary scraflmolcs I ran across an undated newqpaper

picture and article titled "Antique Coach Found in Montezuma Barn." A
man named LeRoy Crow (now deceased) u'ho lived south of Lyfordbought
a coach that dated back to 1820 from Bill Vance of Montezuma. History

says it was used as a town-to-tou'n stage until 1887 . Could this have been

the same coach C. M. Richards drove? Can you envision old Caleb picking

up or taking passengers to the Brady Hotel or Benson's Basin dry dock? Or

his tora,n-to-town stops to such places as "Mutton Jerk" just south of
Anniesburfl

J **ft r. stncq, - Prodrrce D ea[zr/cstot xepoirman

Jedidial F. Stacey 18?0 Census: Produce Dealer age 54, born in New

York. Stacq'was born 1816 and died February 26, 1882. Married
Clarinda Lynch. She died March l, 1888. Mr. Sucey's obituary was

short, "he leaves a widow and one child, Mrs. Benjamin F. Hudson

(Mary)." They are buried in Lot # 27. Thein tall monurnent is not too far

from that of E.M. Benson.

The Parke Countv Atlas: 33 says, "Prior to that time (Cir'il War)

tombslones were occasionally made by J. F. Stacey in Montezuma ." Page

27 says,"J' F. Stacey began bro'ing grain in Montezuma i:r 1854' He had

a warehouse with a capacity of 19,000 bushels."

The Tribune star 1941 article "Former Trading Post Gained Momentum

at Early bate" says: "J. F. Stacey, grandfather of Mrs. Ada Curnberland

(Ben. F. Hudson's daughter) who resides here. Mr. Staey had charge of
the aqueducts as well as ofthe repairing ofthe canal from Sugar Creek to

Armiesbwg.

J Wyc[vanLailingfiaffi - terqnwan

The Montezuma Reoorter March 8, 1889 had this to say during the canal



John Wicklyffe Vanlaxtingham, 1838-1914, operated the ferry across
the Wabash River at Montezuma, IN. His reminiscences appeared in an
article entitled "old rimes in Momtezuma- in the Rockviile Republican
on April 21,1914. (Photo by Charles Davis)

era. "Of course Montezuma, like everything else under the sun has
changed with time. Twenty-five or thirty years ago this town was what
was called a "hard hole," a tough place." Wyck Vanlandingham was
born in 1833. His father, Thomas died June 3, lg4g, the yeaithe carnl
opened in the area and is buried in the Old Montezuma Cemetery.
Pgrtrait and BioBraphv of Monteomerv. parke and Fountain countiei:
303-304 gives this sketch:

"In 1849 Joseph Burns rented and managed a ferry boat over the wabash
river- Two years later he purchased it and operated it until 1992 when the
river bridge was built. He married caroline vanlandingham." caroline
was Wyck's sister. Wyck was the ferryman for the ferry.

In the Rockville Renublican August 31, l8S1 are the words: *Wyck
vanlandingharn, our worthy ferryman, saved the Iife of a little &i'ughter
of J. Rariden, who had by means, fallen into the river on Thursday last.'
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S "r*"* V anlatilaqh*m - Cana.tWarefwuseManager

Wyck's brother "Septimus managed the large warehouse for Col. E. M
Benson of Benson's Basin during the early years of the Wabash and Erie
Canal. Then later he was engaged in the mercantile business." @rke
Countv Atlas:27 and ll7).

Septimus Vanlandingham 1821-1906 was flre clerk for E. M. Benson at

Benson's Basin, a canal basin in Montezuma, IN.
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F. B. Machied! 1823-1876, was a carpenter on the Wabash & Erie Canal in
Montezuma, IN.

The long talked of tunnel in the canal at the
Maryland Street crossing, is now coflrmencing
and will be completed some time this season.
Why not continue the tunnel up to Washington
and from there to Market Street?
Matters About Town, Indianapolis Journal
October 30,1872
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OTHER PEOPLE
WTTH

CANAL COTNNECruONS

The 1870 Census provides the names of many peop-le andbusinesses from
the halcryon and winding down days of the Wabash and Erie Canal. These
people carne frorn all over the country:

Fred Wickens 50, Cooper born Ohio
Thomas Griffith 54 miuister, born Wales
Mahlon Cook Engineer in Woolen Factory born Tennessee

G. E. Wilson 35 dry goods merchant born Canada
NoahDeer 47 Toun Marshall born Kentucky
Israel Armstrong 45 house carpenter born Kentucky
A. B. Turner 3l shoemaker born Massachusetts
Edward McCabe Teamster 45 born Ireland
James Quinlen 24 Grocery Keeprborn lreland
Thomas Miller 62, Doctor born England
John Watkins 52 Blaclsmith born Virginia
Wm. Mclntosh 46 Blacksmith born New York
Sam Fleming 27 Blacksrnith bom Maryland
W. C. Donaldson 67 Grocer born Kentuclry,
James Jacobs 49 Druggist born Ohio
David L.AMont 49 Taylor (tailor) born Scotland
Jacob Kulur 70 Chairmaker born Virginia
Thomas Russell 35 Hack Driverborn Indiana
John Obrist 45 Woolen factory born New Jersey

L.M. Rickets 70 Machinist born Kenlucky

ilil #;i'*,,=x [# xrl["Yir [l[*'* [l1



Editor's note:

In spite of the fine detective work done thus far by Tom castaldi and
others, there are still many unanswered questions about just how the
flood gate recently mcovered actually workcd. For instance: why was the
gate I 0 feet high since 5 /eet ofwater would probably been considered a
flood and the gate would have been opened? Even at a depth ofonly S
feet, how was the gate opened against all that water pressure? Was the
outlet wicket capable of releasing enough water to allow the water
ilpstream ofthe gate to exit, thereby enabling the gate to go down? Tom
stated in the June 1999 csl Newstetter that the cttrrent understanding of
the Jlood gate operation and drawings are both *works in process" and
they are just waiting for someone to solve the punle of how it really
workcd.



CANAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA
Organized on May 22, 1982 as a not-for-profit corporation, the Canal Society of

m was established to bring together those who share a common interest in [ndiana's
ric canals. The Society helps focus attention on these early interstate waterways

ryh a variety of programs. Its aim is to provide interpretation of the er4 to preserve
I bcd and structural remains, and to support restoration of historic canal related sites.

BENEFITS:
o Canal Sociefy of Indiana Newsletter
o Indiana Canals
o Membership Card
. Spring & Fall Tours of Canal Sites
. Books, Maps, Videos
o New Member Welcome Package

MEMBERSHIP:
$18.00 - Single/Family
$30.00 - Contributor
$50.00 -- Patron

$100.00 - Frog Prince

Mail membership to:

CANAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA
P.O. BOX 40097

FORT WAYNE, IN 46804
lnclude name, address with 9 digit zip codo,

and phone number.

CANAL SOCETY O[' INDIANA http/Arww.tndcannt.org
E mail: INDCANAL@ aot.com
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