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With this combined issue we end the first year
and begin the second year of INDIANA CANALS. During
the first year of publication a number of new things
have been tried. Some have worked and will be
continued, while others will be changed. Among the
items to be continued will be the Wabash & Erie
Canal mechanical structures list. We have now
passed Peru and will be continuing on towards
Evansville. After completing the list an appendix
will be published showing the changes made before
and after these original lists were printed. 1In the
future we will be printing more contemporary
newspaper accounts of Indiana's canals. Articles
from Northern 1Indiana and the Whitewater valley
would be greatly appreciated. As editor I wish to
thank those who have submitted information and
articles. There are a number still to be used. As
in all publications of this type I encourage the
readership to continue to submit information.
INDIANA CANALS is your publication and needs your
continued support to continue. Your editor also
hopes you'll let him know what you like and dislike
about the publication.

In the past few months several things,
including major surgery in the immediate family and
a fall from a ladder, have delayed the mailing of
the summer issue. To save time and postage your
editor decided to combine it with that of the fall.
Our next regular issue will be in February and will
contain some additional information on the Wabash
River dam, canal mechanical structures and canal

markers. Until then Happy Holidays and best wishes
for 1991.

o

I also would like to thank those who attended
the fall tour at Evansville in October. I enjoyed
showing the group we had around the various canal
sites in this part of the state. For those who were

unable to attend I have a limited number of handouts
left over from the tour. A self-addressed stamped

legal envelope with 45¢ postage will get you a copy.



The Trustees Win One

During the construction and operation of the
Wabash and Erie Canal its Board of Trustees often
found themselves as defendants in lawsuits. A large
number of these suits resulted from the public
impression that the canal was owned by Europeans with
money, and that they would be an easy mark for a few
dollars in alleged damages in a local court. From
the beginning of its construction the White River
aqueduct in southwestern Indiana was the subject of
such suits. This massive 557 feet long structure,
which consisted of six roofed and weather boarded
spans resting on masonary piers 42 feet high, was
essential for conveying the canal over the East Fork
of the White River. While under construction some
concern had been expressed over its effect on river
navigation and an injunction had been granted. This
was lifted when it was shown that the river was
scarcely navigable and that the 80 feet between piers
was sufficient for flat boats.

The following is a transcript from an 1858 suit
against the Trustees located in the Daviess County
Clerk's Office.

Davies Circuit Court
August term 1858

Jdn Hawkins Garplains of the Board of Trustees of the Wabash and
Erie Canal and says, that an the first day of March 1857, he was
the ower of a "Flat Boat" which was then lying on the East fark
of vhite River, of the length of Sixty five fest and of the value
of two hindred dollars, which Said "Flat Boat" was then loaded ar
laden with Sawed lunber measuring about Forty thousand feet of the
valle of Seven hundred dollars; that Said White River is a
Navigeble Stresm and public highway in Said Comnty that an the day
and year aforesaid when the Said River wes in a navigable State,
he proceeded to ravigate the Said River with his Said Flat Boat so
1caded as afaresaid- which Said Flat Boat was then Controlled and
Mareged by a good Pilot and with a proper & Suitable nuaber of
Carsren; that priar to Said tire of Navigating Said River with his
Said Flat Boat the Said defendant had erected and Caused to be
Frectad in the proper Charrel of Said White River large piers made



of Stae far the prpose of building theren an Aoqueduct for the
Webash & Erie Camal across Said White River and omtinved and
maintained the sare which Said piers were and are an dostruction
to navigation in Said River that Said plaintiff in navigating Said
River with his Said bcat loaded as afaresaid and piloted and
Conducted by a proper Pilot and Carsren afaresaid, and despite all
the effarts and proper Caution of the said Pilot and Carsren lost
his Said Boat and load by then and there nunning agpinst ae of
the Said Piers of Said acqueduct that his Said Boat thereby becare
an Entire loss; that a large partion of the lurber in Said Boat
was Iest in all of the valte of Five hindred dollars and that the
plaintiff was put to a great amont of Expense, labar ard delay in
Endesvaring to Save his lutber in Said Boat fran Intire loss
towit: Two hindred dollars Therefare plaintiff damands Judgarent
for Seven hundred dallars-

A Sinpsmé&

R.A, Claents Jr

Attys far plaintiff

Daviess Cirauit Coart
The Board of trustees of Agust Texm 1858

N1

The said defendants answer the plaintiffs Caplaint & say that
they dery each & every alligation & statament in the plaintiffs
Carplaint Conterd.

No 2

The defendants far further answer to the plaintiff's axplaint say
that far the Syppart and maintainance of the ageduct of the Wabash
& Erie Camal across the White River which wes built & Iocated by
Adthority of the Iaw of this State & necessarily had to & did
arcss bhite River at the place where the Sare now Stands it was
indispenseably necessary to erect & Canstrnuct the Stane Piers ypon
which the sare now rests, and against which the plaintiffs said
boat was stove, that said Stre Piers were erectad & Constructed
by the defendants skillfully & with de care to preserve the
revigation of White River; that said East fark of White River Lies
woly with the state of Indiara, and is anly navigable far flat
boats & other infericr water crafts, drring high water for a smll
partion of each year, say three moths of Each Year & is not an
interstate navigable stream.
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No 3
Ad the said deferdant far further answer to the plaintiffs
axnplaint says the plaintiffs boat was stoe & sak by the
carelessness & unskillfullness of the plaintiffs pilot & Servants
& ot by the act ar default of the defendants as stated in
plaintiffs said Carplaint.
No 4
And the defendents far further answer say that Said Store Piers in
said anplaint menticned, and agpinst which plaintiffs said boat
was Stove as is in said Caorplaint stated, were and are necessary
far the sypart and maintarance of the Agueduct of the Wabash &
Erie Caral across the Fast fak of White river; which stream lies
wholy in the state of Indiana and that said Aqeedict & said Canal
were located by Autharity of Iaw of this State & built where so
located; that said piers were properly and skillfully mede &
erected far the papose of; without meking any urecessary
dostruction of said River & that the erection & maintenance of
said piers is the dostruction axplain of in said Carplaint and so
the said defendants say that they did erect & do maintain said
piers as they Lawfully might.

De Bruler & Bk
Attys for Defts
Jamn Hawkins
‘B.
The Board of Trustess of the :
bach and Frie Caral Caplaint far darages

On motion, the defendants are nuled to file their answer
herein on ar before tamrow moming at the calling of this cause.

Now aare the parties by their attameys, and a jury being called,
appear as follows, to wit; Ignatioss Walker, Josegh A MoOord,
Nathen Harris, Friend Spears, Hawy B. Shively, William Colemen,
William Fitzgerald, Jesse B Colbert, William L. Wallace, Riley
Dillon, Jach Dillen, and A.C.Haxe, twelve good ard lawful men,
who being duly elected, tried, and swam, and after hearing a part
of the evidence are permitted to seperate under the instruction of
the cort, till tamrow maming, at the calling of this cause.
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Now cares as well the said parties by their attameys and the
jurars afaresaid and after hearing the evidence and argurents of
consel, said juars find the following verdict to wit: We the
jury find for the defendant. Ignatious Walker fonmen.

It is therefar axsidered by the coxct that the defendants recover
of the plaintiff their ocost and derges by tham about their
defence in this bahalf expended.

Mr. Hawkins was not the only one to lose a boat
at the White River aqueduct. During the life time of
the Wabash & Erie Canal the site was a popular
transfer point for cargo between river and canal.
The following clipping from the December 15, 1859
Evansville Journal reports the loss of another boat
at the site. Perhaps as a result of the above
mentioned case, Mr. Scott did not go ahead with his
proposed lawsuit.

PxrrrssurH, Iond,, Dec. 12.
Epitors JourNaL:—A flatboat, londed
with staves, Lelonging to Geo. W. Scott, ef
this place, in attempting to pass under the
W. & E. Canal aqueduct, op Saturday even-
ing last, struck oue of thé piers, ahd swing-
ing uround, she lodged against two of themn,
where she sank in a fuw moments. Iu that
condition—across the chunuel—she laid un-
til this morving, when they commenced un-
loading her, but bad not taken out more
than about eight .thousand staveés when
she broke in two, and went down the river
a complete wreck, The loss is estimated at
about $2,000." “ Mr. Scott talks of entering
suit against tho Canal Company for dam-
ages. RaNvave.
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Newburgh Lock & Dam

One of the stops on the 1990 Canal Society of
Indiana Fall Tour was the modern Ohio River lock and
dam at Newburgh, Indiana. At this site it is
possible to see in a large scale most of the
mechanical structures associated with canals,ie.
locks, dams, waste weirs and flood gates.

The present facilities at Newburgh are the
result of federal river improvement projects
beginning in 1824, 1In that year Congress passed the
first civil works program by appropriating $75,000
for channel maintenance on the lower Ohio and
Mississippi Rivers. A year later the Louisville and
Portland Canal Company was chartered to build a
canal and 1lock around the major Ohio River
obstruction at Louisville. In 1874, Congress
recognized the importance of navigable rivers to the
growth of the country and assigned its management to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This included the
purchase of the Portland Canal and the construction
of locks and dams on the Ohio River. Between the
completion of the first lock near Pittsburgh in 1885
and 1910, Congress provided for 12 more navigation
locks and dams on the Ohio. In 1910, the increasing
Value of the river was recognized and the government
authorized 54 locks and dams to provide a navigable
depth of 9 feet from the mouth of the Ohio River to
Pittsburgh. By the early 1930s this project had been
completed.

The present structure was authorized in 1962 to
replace two of the existing dams. Construction was
begun in 1965 and completed 10 years later at a cost
of almost $105 million. The dam consists of a gated
section 1,152.5 feet long and a fixed weir section

1,123 feet long. The gated section has 9 tainter

gates 110 feet wide by 32 feet high to control the
flow of water. When the locks are closed by high
water, navigation passes over the fixed weir section
of the dam. On the Indiana side of the river are
two parallel locks with chambers of 110x1200 feet
and 110x600 feet. These locks can be filled or
emptied in 8 minutes and have a 1lift of 16 feet.
With present river traffic reaching near capacity
levels, studies are underway for the possible
enlargement of the auxiliary lock at Newburgh.
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Newburgh Lock & Dam
Auxiliary Lock Chamber
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Wabash & Erie Canal Mechanical Structures

Qulvert No.45, a large far the passage of Woodwarth's creek,
fourr miles west of Hmtingtan. This arch is a sami circle of 24
feet dhad, built of tinber. With sare repairs to the head walls,
this structure will last three ar for years, when it must be
rebuilt of aut stae.

Lock No.11, is sitiated a few rods west of the above described
arch. It is yn the wooden crib plan, of six feet lift, thogh
the walls are of an equal height with a eight feet 1ift, as a quard
against the floods of Clear cresk. Tre four ygper courses of this
lok, with the entire set of gates end the hollow quoin posts,
require rerewal dring the ensuing winter, With this immediate
expenditire, the lock will last til!, say 1850.

Qulvert No.46, 4 fest by 2-can be sumerged far $2,00.

The next stctire is a lag weste wier to disderge the
floods of Clear creck-a hreast wall and sides built of timber, will
last seven years.

Qulvert No.47, of wonl, 2 spans, 10 feet by 2 feet—sutmered.

Waste wier, 70 fest long-tinber breast and side walls, ray
last six years.

Floodgates built 'pun "Bglish's patent," with stae
abutents.

Qilvert No.48, is a roxh stae arch of six feet dxrd, sprurg
from abutrents 23 feet high.

Road bridge No.19, will require re-building in 1849.

Qalvert No.49, of wood, 2 spans 10 feet by 2 feet—submergad.

Qulvert No.50, of wood, 10 feet by 2 fest-sthmerged.

Qulvert No.51, of wood, 10 fest by 2 feet-suamerged.

Qulvert No.52, of wood, 10 feet by 2 feet—sdmerged.

Lok No.12, 8 feet lift, built of cut stoe fram the Salamania
quarry. These stae are not sufficiently durable to answer in a
sitiation so exposed as the face of the lodk, and are begiming to
fail wnder the action of the waather., With sae repairs
occasicmlly, the lok may be mede to last a nnber of years. The
gates will need re-building in 1850.

Qulvert No.53, of wood, 10 feet by 18 inches—surerged.

Lok No.13, 7 feet lift, of aut stae. The description of
lok No.12, just preceding will apply to this. Gates will need
rerewal in 1850,

Road-ridoe No.20, will last two years.

Qilvert No.54, far the passage of Iagro ek, two ardes,
each 11 feet dxxd, built of cut stoe. The stae are ot of a
duable quality, yet being less exposed then in a lodk, this
a;stg:tmenaybecmsi@:edpamarmtforamnberaﬁyearsto
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Iocks Nos. 14 ard 15, situated in the town of ILagro, each six
feet 1lift, built of cut stae. The stae prooxred fran Salamenia
quarry. In certain partions of the wall, the stoe are begiming
to decay. The locks being of smll lift, will dobtless answer the
papose for many years. The gates of both locks need renewal in
1850,

Just below lok MNo.15, the fesder is introduced fram the
Wabash River, by a set of wooden aulverts and head gates, placed
under the towing path, the aulverts being under water. The head
qates are in good arder,

VWabash dam No.2, erected far the papose of this feeder, is
sittated inmediately at the tomn of Iagro. Tt is 280 feet lax,
and 7 fest high, resting an a rock bottam, and famed of adbs
filled with stae., The abutments are of stoe, and the wle
stnuchure is permenent and in good aadition, with the exaeption of
a wing to the south abutment, which is of wood, and will need
rebuilding in 1849.

Road bridge No.21, just below the dam, will last five years.

Qivert MNo.55, of tinber, 3 sgoans,12 feet by 2%
fest-sthmerged.

Qivert No.56, of tinber, 2 spans, 12 fest by 2%
feet-sthmerged.

Qulvert No.57, of tinber, ten feet by 2 feet—sthmerged.

Qulvert No. 58, of timber, 8 fest by 2 feet—sulmerged.

Qulvert No,59, of timber, 10 feet by two feet—sumerged.

Flood gates with store abutments, in good condition.

Reed bridge No.23. This will last two years; it is of extra
lergth,

Lock Mo.16, in the tomn of Webash, 9 feet 1lift, of aut stare.
The stae of which this lock is built are very inperfect, and
wholly unfit far lock masaery. By frequent repairs, this lock may
be made to stand eight ar ten years. The wing wall faming the
turble, has fallen down and must be repaired during the ensuing
winter, Gates will need rabuilding in 1850.

Qilvert No.60, a raxh stae arch of 8 fest drdtbadly
arnstructed.

Qulvert No.6l, a rowh stae arch, 8 fest chard-inperfectly
built. This culvert and the ae last described, are insufficient
in capecity far the passage of the floods. Injuy to the
arbankments frequently cooars firam this cause.

The rext structure is flood gates with stone abutments.

Qulvert No.62, of wood, 5 spans, 12 feet by 23 feet-sumerged.

Read bridge No.24 will last two years.

Qulvert No.63, an arch of 6 feet cdd, built of rogh stoe;
both the material and warkmenship are inperfect. It may last 10 ar
15 years, but is liable to fall at any tine.
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CROWNED

On Saturday last, the 17th inst., a smn of Daniel P.
Holaarb, aged seven years was drowed in the camml at the
Reservoir at Bxt Gibstn, under peauliar and distressing
ciramstances, which were these, as detailed to us by a friend
wo ramrks, "that nothing in the whole coarse of his life, had
ever shodked his feeling so mxch as the death of the little boy
refered to." Near the spot where the boy fell into the caral,
say 30 ar 40 fest, stood ae of thoee "fawarite institutions!"
alled a doggery, arord which at the tine of the accident were
cargragpted sare twenty ar thirty parsas, mae ar less under
the megreric influence of the evil spirit that flows so freely
fram these sirks of caruption and of darralization, instituted
with man's ansent to do him damege and to serve the Devil in.
Sare of the attendents were drirking, sare quarreling; while
others were strippad far fignt, ready to pitch into ae arother
with a damnic hursh., About this "interesting" periad, the
little boy in meking an effart to walk across the upper lok
gate, missad his footing and fell into the water-sbait 8 ar 10
feet deep and prbebly rot over 16 feet wide. Notwithstanding
the alarm was given and the boy rose to the surface as usml-1ot
an individal in the crodd arond the Grocery, offered a helping
hand to resce the child fram his watery grave until life was
already extinct, when the body was recovered by sare ae mxe
scher then the rest who fished it out with a pole. Sare perscn
in relating the ciramstance, says that a store was harled by a
men wo had a devil in him at a diver while in the water in
search of the bady, large emaxgh to have killed if the aim had
been tre. It has rever fell to ar lot dmring ar editarial
career, to record such a ciromstance as this, and we hope it
rever will again. We hope for the sake of humenity, that ar
rarrative is overwroght but we fear it is not. We know not the
men wo were dancing attendence at the grocery, and the anly
inference can be drawn is that the persons standing arond and
locking at the child drowning, were either brutalized from the
effects of liqur, ar so hardened to generaus inpulses as to be
indifferent to the boy's fate. We are dharitable enoxmh to
believe the fomer and thirk that the doggery was the
cause—adding but another imocent victim as a sacrifice to its
ungodly and danreble influence.

May 24, 1856
Princeton Clarion

Editor's Note-Like the Wabash & Erie Canal, the town
of Port Gibson no longer exists. When visited
during the fall tour the site of the lock, and more
?itggropriately the doggery, were being used as a hog
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Wabash & Erie Canal Mechanical Structures

Iock No.17, 6 feet lift, of aut stoe. The quality of the
stane, and praoeble durability of the lock, are well regresented in
the description just given of lock No.16; gates will last two
yesrs.

Qulvert No.64, of wood, 10 feet by 18 indhes-sumerged.

Qivert No.65, 12 feet by 23 feet, built of wood-sumerged
when there is water in the areek. It is no dobt permanent for 10
a 15 years.

Qulvert No.66, of wood, 10 feet by 18 indhes—surerged.

Qulvert No.67, of wood, 12 feet by 3 feet-submerged.

Qulvert No.68, of wood, 2 spans, 10 fest by 23 feet. The
wiole of the tinber may be submerged by an experditire of $5.00.

IockNo.18, six feet 1lift, built of tinber, upm the wooden
arib plan. By renewing the two top courses, the lock may last 4
years; gates will need renswal in two years.

Qulvert No.69, of wood, 3 spans, 12 feet by 23-sumerged.

Reed bridge No.25, will last 2 years.

Qulvert No.70, of wood, 3 spans, 12 feet by 23-sumerged.

Lok No.19, 6 fest lift, of aut stae. Stae nct durable,
begiming to yield to the action of the weather. With sawe
repairs, may last 8 ar 10 years; gates need renewal in 1849.

Iock No.20,six feet 1lift, of aat stae, the stae fram the
sare quarry with those just described. The upper courses of ae
wall, far 2 ar 3 feet in height is mxh dilapidated, and partly
gates will last two years.

Just below lock No. 20, a feeder is introduoed fram the Wabash
River. This feeder is 15 dmins in legth, and at its moath is a
guerd lok with aut store abutments, hbuilt far the papose of
passing rafts and other floats fram the river into the camal, and
also to regulate the flow of water, The feeder is partially filled
with drift wood which must be ramowed. The lower gate of the guard
lock must be renewad next winter.,

Wabash dam No.3, at the tomn of Peru, erected for the parpose
of the feeder just described, is 400 feet lag and 11 feet high. A
part of this strochure is on rock bottam, and part on a coarse
gawel. The fandation wp to low water is fomed of brush and .
trees, covered with an goron of hewn tinber, on which is erected a
tinber crib filled with store.,  This dam may ke called a safe and
pemerent struchre, with the exception of the abutments, which are
of tinber and mxh decayed. (e abutment must be renewad during
the present sumer, and the other during the next ssasm. A
portion of the covering tinber, an the lower slope far 20 feet in
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length, has been washed off, and must be renewed during the present
low vater.

In the guard bark which extends fram the dam abutment to the
quard 1ok, and which fams the lower bank of the feeder, there is
a series of large wooden aulverts, with sliding dates, at the ugper
ends. This structire was erected to pass the surplus water from
the pool of the dam to the mills below. It is now fourd to be in
bad aoxdition, the water lesking throgh and aroud it. Same
expenditire far repairs will dobtless be required during the

Just below the muth of the feeder is road bridge No.26, will
last 4 years.

Reed bridge No.27, for the arossing of Broadway, in the tomn
of Peru, requires at ave certain repairs, eqml to half the aost
of a new bridge.

Read hridge No.28, at (ol. Reyburns, must be rebuilt in 1848.

Qulvert No.71, of wood, 6 feet by 18 inches-submerged.

Qalvert No.72, of wood, 3 feet by 1 foot high-sumerged.

Qulvert No.73, far Ia Fotaire's cresk. This is a ait stoe
arch, 15 feet chord, recently rebuilt of stare fram the Gaargetomn
quarry. The stre are of excellent quality, and the arch is
perfect. The head walls are wnfinished though the stae are
prepared for the parpose. To finish the wark will aost $50.

Qivert No.74, of wood, 12 feet by 2 feet, rot entirely
ahterged,batnaybepamarmtlycn;eredwithmaterbyan@:pense
af $15. This shauld be dxe at ance.

The next structire is lock No.21, 8 feet 1ift, 4 miles below
Peru. This lock is built ypon the wooden frame plan, vas erected
in 1837. The caps and upper tinbers are decayed, by renewing
wﬁm,ﬂelw{mjlarmerdeormoyeaxslcnpr. Gates will
last 4 years.

Qalvert No.75, of wood, 10 feet by 18 inches—submerged.

Read bridge No.29 will need rebuilding in 1849.

Road brridge No.30, at Lewisburgh, should be rebuilt in 1848.

ok No.22, 7 fest lift, built yon the wooden frame plan.
']}eﬂatemwttecrjbcbmtotkemateraftkel@a:level,
mist be rerewed during the ensuing winter. The gates must be
rebuilt imediately.

Quilvert No.76, raxh stre arch, 8 feet dhad.

Road bridge No.31 will last 4 years.

Qilvert No.77, of wood, 10 feet by 18 inchesot entirely
sumerged. To place it pemmanently under water will aost $10.

Qulvert No.78, 6 feet drrdarch built of roxh stae. It is
inperfect and prabebly will have to be rebuilt of better stae ina
few years.
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Canal Work Continues at Delphi

The Carroll Conty Wabash & Frie Camal Association honored
Lloyd VanSaoy Sept. 22 for his gift of land to the Caml

VarSaoy, of rural Delphi, has deeded aporoximately 14 acres
of land alag the old camal bed to the Caml grop. The lad
stretdes fran the caral at Deer Cresk and the Webash River to
rear U.S. 421 North and includes the canal bed and towpath.

This tract of land will play an inpartant part in the
develaarent of the newly funded Trailhead Park and Wabash Heritage
Trail in Delphi. Realtor Elsie Myers and attamey Gearge Coear
assisted with the transfer of the lard.

At the hoor lunch in the Stone Barm VanSooy was presented
with a miniatire camal boat "The Packet VanScoy", which had been
hand carved fran walrut by Canal Board menber Ieo Rider. VanSooy
also remived an hoxrary life marbership in the Camal
Association, presented by Ammadell Ianb, menbership dwimen. Jim
French, Association president, presided at the event and presented
the camal baat to VanSaoy.

Arrarging far the lunch in the Stae Bam were Jack Wroton
who barbecued park dps; Clee Gruber, Frances French and Joe
Petersmn. Others attending antributed to the carry=in lunch.

(n Decatber 16th the Association celebrated the restaration
of the Bowen log house with a dedication ceramy. Decorated for
an 1850s Christmas, the Bowen house is being restared to represent
ae of the many imns located alag the Webash & Frie Caral.
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