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In north central Indiana on the north bank of the upper
Wabash River stands a small cabin built upon a foundation of
ancient limestone blocks. Viewing it from the Georgetown
Road out front to the north, the cabin appears to be just
another small structure standing against the picturesque back-
ground of the spreading Wabash. The place gets little, if any,
attention from people passing by in their cars, out for a bike
ride or just hiking along.

Hidden from view beneath the cabin, and inside the old
limestone foundation, are the historic remnants of a fascinating
past. Still standing in place is an old iron water wheel, which
began operating near the turn of the century as a replacement
for an even older wooden water wheel. Originally it was in-
stalled in 1829 when a mill was built on this site. Known as
the old corn cracker, it was built for the Potawatomi of the
- Wabash Indians when one of their leaders was granted the sur-
rounding land by the U.S. Government at the Paradise Springs
Mississinewa Treaty of 1826.

Both the foundation stones and water-handling facilities of
the old mill are visible today. With the benefits of traffic from
both the Wabash River and later the Wabash & Erie Canal be-
tween which the mill was located, business flourished. For
over one hundred years the mill served those bringing their
grain for grinding or their wood for sawing before it finally
outlived its usefulness.

Here a foundation has stood in place for years with no
visible evidence of a once thriving mill and few, if any, re-
membering what it once represented to the industry and devel-
opment of the upper Wabash River Valley. Today the old foun-
dation underpins a small river cabin blending in with the river
- valley. It is difficult to dismiss the adage that a good founda-
tion is the success of the structure it supports.



George Cicott built the mill in 1829. Today he is remem-
bered as the namesake for places in Cass County, Indiana,
such as for the town of Georgetown, for Lake Cicott and for
Cicott Street in nearby Logansport, which for most of its
length, serves as Indiana Highway 25. George was born in
Detroit, Michigan, on March 23, 1796, to a French Canadian,
John Baptist Cicotte and Angela Poupard, who were married
there on June 18, 1770. The youngest of seventeen children,
two of his brothers, Zachariah and Francis, became prominent
citizens of the Wabash region. (1)

In the early 1600s, the Dictionnaire Genealogique de
Familles Canadiennes records the Cicott name as Chiquot,
Cicot and Sicotte. The name is spelled Cicotte in Father
Christian Denissen's, Genealogy of the French Families of the
Deiroit River Region. Jean (John) Cicotte was born in 1631 on
the island of Oleron, France, the son of Guillaume (William)
and Jeanne (Jane) Fafard. They left the parish of Bolu Island of
Oleron diocese of LaRochelle and came to Montreal, Canada
on October 23, 1662.

Jean married Marguerite Maclin, born in 1648, to Nicolas
Maclin and Susanne LaRose who was from the parish of
Sesanne Brittany, France. Their son John was born March 22,
1666, in Montreal and married Madeleine Lamoureux on March
20, 1697. She was born October 10, 1680, to Louis Lamoureux
and Frances Boivin.

Zacharias Cicotte was born to John and Madeleine in 1708.
Zacharias married Mary Angelica Godfroy in Detroit, Michigan,
on January 8, 1736. Mary Angelica was born there on November
21, 1720, the daughter of James Godfroy de Mauboeuf and Mary
Chene. On April 1, 1750, Zacharias received a land grant
consisting of 3 X 40 arpents. An arpent is an old French unit of
land area which equates to about an 0.85 acre using U.S.
standards. He lived in Detroit and was a trader there. In 1755,
he served the militia as Aide Major. In 1762, he settled on the
farm and remained there until his death on August 11, 1775.
Mary Angelica died in Detroit and was buried there on
December 28, 1791. Records show that she and Zacharias had
ten children, however, eight of them died in their first year.

Of those children who survived, John Baptist Cicotte was
born June 20, 1749 in Detroit and was 73 years of age when



he died on November 15, 1822, John Baptist married Angelica
Poupard on June 18, 1770. Angelica was born September 12,
1753, the daughter of Joseph Poupard and Agatha Reaume. At
the time of John Baptist’s marriage to Angelica, he gave his
residence as “South West Coast of Detroit”. Angelica died on
July 3, 1812. Their youngest child was George Cicotte. (1)

Along the line some of the Cicotte family dropped the “e”
from their name. George’s oldest brother, Zachariah Cicott,
took over his father’s trading business and raised horses for
sale. Meanwhile he became knowledgeable in the ways of the
Indians, yet knew the customs of the white men with whom
he lived. He opposed Tecumseh who was then recruiting
Potawatomis as an agent for the British. Zachariah later served
as a scout for General William Harrison at the Battle of Tippe-
canoe as the nation immersed itself in the War of 1812. Legend
has it that Zachariah was responsible for saving Harrison’s
American army on its march up the Wabash from Vincennes
into Indian country. A young Indian woman, who was sup-
posed to be very fond of Cicott, alerted the scout to an
ambush planned by the Indians at Big Pine Creek. With this
information, Harrison was able to avoid certain annihilation of
his advancing troops. Once the Indians learned of the Indian
woman’s act, they killed her and threw her body into the
wilderness. (2)

Later Zachariah married Elizabeth, the daughter of the Pota-
watomi chief Perig, and they were blessed with three children,
Jean Baptista, Emilia and Sophia. Because Zachariah had sided
with the Americans, the Potawatomis refused to elect him as
one of their chiefs, instead giving the honor to his younger
brother George. (3) His brother Francis Cicott married Felicity
Peltier and remained in Detroit, Michigan. (4)

George Cicott lived among the Indians, having settled in
what today is Jefferson Township in Cass County, Indiana. He
married Meshawketoquay, a Potawatomi Indian chief’s
daughter, (5) and maintained a trading business with the
American natives. In the October 16, 1826, treaty signed
between the Potawatomi Indians and the U.S. Government at
Paradise Springs near the mouth of the Mississinewa on the
Wabash River, George Cicott, recognized as a Potawatomi



Indian chief, received a 1,000-acre land grant on the Wabash
River for two and one-half miles up the river from the mouth
of Crooked Creek. The three commissioners representing the
U.S. were Lewis Cass, James Ray and John Tipton. As a matter
of interest, Georgetown, Indiana, was platted on a portion of
this reserve by Daniel Bell. (6)

Incidentally, Daniel Bell served as a private in Captain
Spier Spencer’s Indiana Militia Yellow Jackets. This is the same
unit which Ensign John Tipton assumed command at the Battle
of Tippecanoe when both Spencer and 1st Lieutenant Richard
McMahan were killed in action on November 7, 1811. (7)
Cicott was also granted one section of land at the falls of Eel
River, which he deeded to Chauncy Carter for $1,000 on
January 17, 1829. Here, on the Eel River reserve, Logansport,
Indiana, had been laid out by Carter in 1828. More land came
to Cicott when his wife Meshawketoquay received two sections
of land in the Carey Mission Treaty of 1828. (8)

A place along the river was chosen by Cicott in 1829 as the
site to construct the first mill in the township. (9) Crooked
Creek flowed parallel to the river a few hundred yards to the
northeast and from the stream a race way was channeled to
the saw mill. Here the Wabash makes a wide sweeping bend
as it rolls along on its southwesterly flow. In later years, a corn
cracker was added to the mill to serve Cicott’'s Indian
followers. As the township’s first white settler, he made his
facility available to the other settlers who were gradually
moving into the area.

Early local historians reported the significance of Cicott and
his mill. In an 1878 history of the Cass County townships,
Graham Taber wrote, “We did not mention the name of Mr,
Cicott among the early settlers, as he was a Frenchman,
dealing almost exclusively with the Indians, His mill was really
built for their accommodation, but was highly prized by the
white man, as it afforded them the opportunity of having their
corn ground near home.” (10) In another history of Cass
County written in 1886, Thomas B. Helms recorded, “The first
comer of which there is any definite knowledge was George
Cicott, a French Canadian who for many years lived and traded
with the Potawatomie Indians, who looked upon him as one



of their own number...married an Indian wife, and was to all
intents and purposes a savage so far as the rights and priv-
ileges of the tribe were concerned.” (11)

Dr. Jehu Powell stated in a History of Cass County, pub-
lished in 1913, “From the sale of these lands he accumulated
quite a fortune. Immediately after the cession of these lands in
1826 or possibly 1827, Mr. Cicott settled on his reservation at
what was afterward known as Georgetown. He erected the
first mill in the township near the present site of Georgetown.
This was a saw and grist mill and was first operated for the
benefit of the Indians. There is some doubt whether or not this
mill was the first one built in Cass County, and the writer is
not prepared to say, although General (John) Tipton’s mill on
Eel river in Logansport is supposed to antedate Cicott’s mill at
Georgetown.” (12)

George Cicott accumulated a fortune during his lifetime.
History reveals that he was thoughtful in his concern for his
friends. He died in the summer of 1830. (13)

Land acquired from the Indians is an interesting story in its
own right. October 16, 1826, was the date when members of
the Potawatomi gathered at Paradise Springs, Wabash, Indiana,
demanded lands from the Miami Indian nation. All the lands
south of the Eel River were transferred to the U. S. Govern-
ment. It was this treaty which gained for the Americans a strip
of north-south land through which the Michigan Road was
routed through Indiana. In the agreement, Potawatomi mem-
bers were to receive $2,000 each year for twenty-two years,
another $2,000 for education and $30,000 in goods. “Promi-
nent half-breed families like the Burnetts, Bertrands, Barrons,
and Cicotts received many sections of land,” according to
Winger in a book about the Potawatomi Indians. (14) He also
noted that the United States agreed to build a mill on the
Tippecanoe River for the Indians and provide them with a
miller. No doubt this gave George Cicott reason to think that a
mill on the Wabash near Crooked Creek made good sense.

In his book, The Potawatomis: Keeper of the Fire, R. David
Edmunds points out that the Potawatomi were not anxious to
negotiate away their lands. The tribe, led by chiefs Metea and
- Aubbeenaubbee, had rejected the idea of a move to the west
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and had refused to cede lands to the Americans. They finally
gave in at the treaty negotiations because of the gifts and the
pressure put upon them by the so called “mixed-bloods”.
Edmonds states, “Many mixed-bloods and traders attended the
proceedings, and although none signed the document, (Lewis)
Cass admitted that they ‘materially aided us during the negoti-
ations’. In return for their assistance, the mixed-bloods shared
in the presents and were awarded small tracts or reserves
within the ceded lands. This practice had been initiated at
Chicago treaty in 1821, but in 1826 it was amplified and ex-
tended. Yet little of the land was ever cultivated by the Pota-
watomis. It was held until a later date and then sold to white
settlers or back to the government.” (15)

Paul Fatout wrote about Indiana canals, saying, “In 1828
John Tipton, assisted by General Cass and the customary




distribution of goods and money, negotiated two tribal cessions
of over a million acres in northwestern Indiana. His ready
cooperation with traders to their profit and his own led him to
hasty disposal of fifty-three thousand acres, including eleven
thousand acres within the canal grant, which he had no
authority to sell.

“In the same year, over protests in Fort Wayne and
Washington, Tipton moved the Indian agency down the
Wabash to the mouth of Eel River where he founded Cass
County and its county seat, Logansport. On both the projected
canal and the Michigan Road, the site justified his appraisal of
its promising future. As tavern keeper, mill owner, land owner,
and dispenser of patronage to traders swindling Indians out of
their annuities, he did very well. His two thousand acres in
Cass County became his most valuable property, worth
$100,000 ten years later.

“To his friends he was a hero worthy of honor and profit;
to his enemies he was a damned scoundrel. Undoubtedly he
had both the useful and pernicious qualities implicit in bos-
sism. One of the useful was concern for education that
founded Eel River Seminary, of which he was first president.
Another unselfish gesture was the purchase of the Tippecanoe
Battleground, which he presented as a gift to the state. On the
shady side, his dubious dealings with the traders and the high-
handed manner of moving the agency induced Fort Wayne
citizens to petition the War Department for an investigation of
Tipton’s conduct. The result was a slap-on-the-wrist
reprimand.” (16)

Dr. Lewis G. Thompson wrote a letter to president Andrew
Jackson on January 28, 1831, charging John Tipton with certain
improprieties and asking that an investigation of Tipton’s
action be undertaken. The spellings are Thompson’'s as he
wrote them:

“Fort Wayne Jany 28th 1831
“To His Excellency Andrew Jackson
President of the United States
“I charge him with fraud & while a comr, on the
part of the United States to Treat with the Indians for



Lands withn the State of Indiana in the years of 1826-7
& 8.

“In this allowing and aiding in obtaining reserva-
tions for Indians & white men unasked for by the
Indians but obtained with a vew to advance his own
privet Intrust — & that of his friends vis (one Scen of
Land granted to George Cecott to be Located at the
mouth of Eel River with Section of Land was
ondoubtedly promised by said Cecott to one Hueph B
Mc Keen & subsequently Transfurd to one Chancey
Carter for the use of said McKee & John Tipton.

“...that He the said Tipton did aid in obtaining
Reserveations at the Treta of St. Josephs in the year
1828 to the Indian Wives of Anthony Gamlin Charles
Miney James Wiman Thos Robb Richar Chabert and
others white men — when in fact these men had no
Indian wives at that time or at any time previous
neather had thay anny claims upon Indians or
Goverment but ware Living in civolized Society in the
Towns of Logans Port & Fort Wayne —

“I charge Him with base fraud & curruption &
peculation in the Discharge of the trust Reposed in him
by the goverment as Indian agent since the year 1828.

“...that the said Tipton did Locate floating
Reserveations within five miles of the canal Line (to
promote his own Intrist and that of his friends to
whom said floating reserveations had or ware to be
Transfured) on Lands which had been given by
congress to the State of Indiana for the purpos of ading
her in the construction of the Canal, thair by Depriving
her of her Just Dues and deseving the President.

“...that the said Tipton Refused to recommend to
the President the sale of certin Indian Reservations to
certin Individuals and amediately after wards did
recommend the sale of the same reservations (at the
prices before offerd) to other individuals thus showing
a preference to sum not granted to others threw
mercenary selfish or malicious disigns.



“...that the said Tipton did pro(vide) groceres and a
Rolet Table on the payment ground in the Years 1829
& 30 thairby allowing the Indians to be swendeled out
of thair money all the within charges & Spesefications
air respctfully Submitted to the consideration of His
Excelency the President of the United States. - L.G.
Thompson.” (17)

General Tipton responded to these charges in a letter to
Secretary of War John H. Eaton on May 10, 1831. He defended
himself, indicating that he had proper receipts for goods sold
and that he had conformed strictly to the laws governing
Indian reservations as provided for by the General Land Office.
He continues with this:

“I regret that the name of the persons making these
charges was withheld from me. Some men are entitled
to a hearing, others should not be accredited, and if
these charges emanated from, or bear the name of L.
G. Thompson, I state that he is not entitled to credit
against me. He is my personal and political enemy. He
applied to me to get the furnishing of these same
goods $15000 worth, in 1828, but I could not give it to
him. This offended him and he has been for years
urging me to collect his accounts from the Indians for
horses and for medicines and medical service, one of
his claims was submitted for your decision in February
last. Dr. Thompson has another reason for trying to
remove or discredit me with the Department, he is
endeavouring to defraud the honest purchasor (sic) out
of an Indian Reservation, the Deed to which has not
yet been laid before the President for his approval. He,
‘Thompson’ ascertained that a Gentleman who lived on
the land wanted it, and after he knew that a deed had
been executed by the Indian to another man,
Thompson had a Deed to himself prepared and placed
in the hand of an Interpreter with a promise of a
handsome present, if he would go privately to the
Indian and obtain his signature to the deed, assuring
the Interpreter that he should not be detected, stating
that Genl, M'Carty Receiver of Public monies in the
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Land office at Fort Wayne, was well acquainted with
the President and would go on to Washington with his
deed, and procure the President’s approval thereto
without letting Cass or Tipton know it. I have seen this
deed and will forward you a copy of it in a few days,
which I trust will fully explain the motives of those
who assail me, )

With great respect Yo.Mo.Obt.Servt

John Tipton, Indian Agent.” (18)

The first mention of the Cicott Mill at Georgetown appears
in the abstract for the property dated April, 1832. In a Cass
Circuit Court Judgement for Deed, John Myers vs. Heirs of
George Cicott, it seems that Zachariah Cicott, and the other
Cicott heirs, had failed to respond to a subpoena for a bill of
the complainant involving, “the sum of three hundred and
nine dollars,” which the complainant paid the court. The court
then ordered the defendant to execute within ten days to the
complainant a deed of conveyance in fee simple for the land
which included the mill.

According to Powell, the mill was operated by different
people during the ensuing years. (19) Ben Stuart in his 1924
History of the Wabash and Valley, gives an account of some of
the persons who owned and operated the mill. One notable
gent was Major Daniel Bell, an important figure in the county’s
history. Among other accomplishments, Major Bell was an
assistant in the surveying and locating of the Indiana-Illinois
boundary line. (20) Bell married Nancy Spencer, a daughter of
Captain Spencer, who lost his life at the Battle of Tippecanoe
in 1811.

Dr. James Gordon became the mill's owner in January of
1843 and did an extensive business. Stuart wrote, “Although he
owned five tracts of timber he would not cut any of it but
bought all his logs. He had great ox teams; sometimes five or
six yoke of cattle could be seen on the roads hauling logs or
lumber.

“Dr. Gordon followed his profession until after the opening
of the (Wabash & Erie) canal when he turned his attention to
business affairs. He was looked upon as a man of superior
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foresight and judgement, hence wielded a powerful influence
in business affairs and politics. He was considered a man of
powerful executive ability in his day.” Along with his mill,
Gordon built and operated a large warehouse. “His business
was known far and wide, from one end of the canal to the

other. He drew trade from north of the Tippecanoe River to
Frankfort on the south.
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