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ALFRED PECK

EDGERTON

b. January 11, 1813
d. May 14, 1897

By Robert F. and Carolyn |. Schmidt

The early settlers of northern Indiana and north-
western Ohio wanted canals to move their agricultural
products to eastern markets and to return with manu-
factured goods and commodities not available locally.
The early settlements in this region were very sparse
with only a few settlers. Between the small villages
there were thousands of acres of land to be sold. With
the announcement of the projected canals new settlers
began coming. However, even before they arrived there
were land speculators. Auctions of land were held by
the government. Frequently iand speculators purchased
vast tracts and then resold the land in smaller packages
to the final homesteaders.

Alfred Peck Edgerton was the descendant of
Richard Edgerton, original proprietor of Norwich, Con-
necticut in 1659. Alfred was born in Plattsburgh, New
York on January 11, 1813. He was the eldest son of
Bela and Phebe (Ketchum) Edgerton, who were married
in Plattsburgh in March of 1811. Their other children in
order of birth were Ly-

BELA EDGERTON curgus, Joseph, Henry,

and Phebe.

Bela Edgerton
was born in New Lon-
don county, Connecticut
on September 28, 1787.
A graduate of Middle-
bury college, he became
a lawyer. He was part of
the 1,500 militia that
fought in the battle of
Plattsburgh on Septem-
ber 11, 1814, and
helped to hold off the
13,000 British regulars,

ALFRED PECK EDGERTON

who were invading by land along the shores of Lake
Champlain in the War of 1812. Due to an American na-
val victory in the bay at Plattsburgh, the British land
forces were forced to retreat back to Canada. Earlier in
1811 Bela had established the Plattsburgh Academy and
was its first principal. During the battle for Plattsburgh
the academy acted as barracks for the American troops.
After the war Bela Edgerton went on to serve Clinton
County in the New York State Assembly from 1827-29.
His wife, Phebe, was born at Red Hook, New York or
March 27, 1790.

Alfred Edgerton’s early childhood was spent in
Plattsburgh where he was graduated from the Platts-
burgh Academy. He went on to spend time with the lo-
cal Clinton county newspaper. In 1833 he moved to
New York where he became engaged as the bookkeeper
for Samuel Hicks and Sons.

In Northwest Ohio there was a special geo-
graphic situation that hampered development of the
land. The Black Swamp, a remnant from the last ice age
12,000-15,000 years ago, left a swampy forest that
even the Indians avoided. Defiance County, which ex-
tends from the city of Defiance to the Indiana state line,
was a portion of this huge wetland. This swampland
was slower to be developed but, with the prospect of
canals being built through it, land speculators saw an
opportunity for gain.

In 1835-36 the Hicks Land Company, a subsidi-
ary of the huge shipping firm, Samuel Hicks and Sons
from New York, and the American Land Company,
headed by Charles Butler of later canal fame, purchased
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more than 140,000 acres in Defiance & William counties
in Ohio. Representatives of this joint venture were:
Henry Hicks of Samuel Hicks & Sons; Isaac S. Smith of
Smith & Macy Steamboats & Merchants; John A. Bryan,
an Ohio state Auditor; and Ephiram Burwell. They se-
lected the sites for future towns with the idea that the
towns would enhance the value of the land to be sold
for settlement. In May of 1836 Bryan & Burwell sent out
a surveyor, Miller Arrowsmith, to layout a town. The se-
lected site was named Hicksville for Henry Hicks. Ar-
rowsmith also plotted a town to be named Bryan after
John Bryan. The idea was to sell off timber from the
land within five years before any taxes were due, make
money on the timber, and then sell the land.

At first Hicksville only had two cabins that had
been erected by the land company prior to the area be-
ing surveyed. Within the first year after it was platted
several new homes were built and one or two small
stores opened. In the History of Northwest Ohio it says,
“There were neither provisions nor money here and
nothing but timber and debts everywhere around.”
Hicksville was not incorporated until 1871.

Ephiram Burwell was a good pianner but not a
very good swampland salesman. He soon fell into disfa-
vor with the speculators back East. Although he spent
$12,000 in eight months, he brought in no sales reve-
nue. He was relieved of his position but remained in the
area for some years..

The survey for Hicksville was completed on
September 3¢ 1836. Shortly thereafter Smith sold his
interests to Henry Hicks. Having fired Ephiram Burwell,
Henry needed someone to manage the venture. He
chose his young, 24-year-oid, up-and-coming book-
keeper, Alfred P. Edgerton, to take responsibility for sell-
ing the land and lots.

Alfred arrived in Ohio on April 17, 1837, to be-
gin a career that would play a prominent roll in the de-
velopmental and political history of both Ohio and Indi-
ana. On his arrival he found four cabins in a wilderness
of trees and brush. He stopped by the cabin of Buenos
and Sara Ann Ayres where they supplied him with his
first meal in town. He soon persuaded the Ayres to be-
come his first customer and sold them 100 acres. They
in turn had the first child born in Hicksville that same
year,

Throughout the coming months, Alfred contin-
ued to make land sales to four others at $5.00 per acre.
The land had been purchased at $1.25 per acre. Alfred
was off to a good start. He also became the land agent
for the American Land Company, which had purchased
land mostly in Williams county, located north of Defi-
ance county.

Just after Alfred
had a good start, the
Panic of 1837 began
which eventually ended
Indiana’s canal building
and impacted land sales.
Land prices plunged from
$5 to $1 per acre. Al-
though no land or lots
were sold in 1838,
Hicksville’s first post of-
fice was established on
September 29, 1838 and
Alfred became its first
postmaster.

Conditions began
to improve in 1839 with
Alfred making six sales.
The recovery continued
into the 1840s. By Oc-
tober 5, 1852, Alfred had sold 140,000 acres from his
land office —all to settlers. At that time he became the
owner of the company’s unsold lands amounting to
40,000 acres of land. In all his sales he gave long cred-
its and did not pursue prompt payment as long as the
purchasers improved and continued in possession of the
property they had purchased. He eventually sold most of
this land to settlers and was one of the first millionaires
in the region. Even as he went on to other ventures he
still remained committed to the land companies. He con-
tinued to act in the widow Hick’s interest after Henry
W. Hicks passed away on September 24, 1867. He also
stayed with the American Land Company until all its
property was sold.

ALFRED PECK EDGERTON

In 1839 Alfred’s parents, Bela (52) & Phebe (49)
joined him in Hicksville. Bela then engaged in farming.
On August 24, 1844, Phebe died unexpectedly in Hicks-
ville. Bela continued farming and later moved to Fort
Wayne with Alfred. Bela died on September 10, 1874 at
the age of 86.

With his increasing prosperity Alfred built some
of the first saw mills in the Hicksville area. When faced
with devastating fires he did not give up but rebuilt the
same mills in 1840 & 41. They were valuable in proc-
essing the timber.

As Alfred became successful in his land sales,
his business out grew its humble beginnings. In 1840 he
built a one-story, square, white, framed office building in
the Greek Revival style. Its front featured four square
columns with capitals. The windows were surrounded
with hand carved trim. The high ceilings and hardwood
walls were impressive: a real sales office. A wing was
added to the building in the late 1800s. After Alfred’s
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death it was used by a variety of businesses, but the
Hicksville Building and Loan used it the longest (1899-
1959).

In 184171 Alfred redesigned Hicksville. He rear-
ranged the streets and consolidated some of the blocks.
He also established The Antwerp Pike, the first toll road
in the Maumee basin.

Alfred married Charlotte Dixon from Columbus,
Ohio, on February 9, 1841. She had been born to
Charles and Lucy (Sage) Dixon in Portland, Connecticut,
on June 1, 1816. Alfred was 28 years old and Charlotte
was 24. All of their children from this marriage were
born in Hicksville — Henry, Augusta, Frances, Alfred,
Charlotte, Anna, Arthur and Dixon.

The Wabash & Erie Canal was opened in 1843
between Toledo, Ohio and Lafayette, Indiana. Commer-
cial activity began to pick up at nearby Antwerp, which
was 8 miles south of it. Then in 1845 when the Miami
& Erie Canal was connected to it at Junction, Ohio, ca-
nal business really increased. Much of the timber being
cut from the land was either floated as rafts or put on
canal boats and shipped on the canal. After the Antwerp
Furnace, located at Antwerp, Ohio, was built on the
Maumee River in 1865, and the Paulding Furnace, lo-
cated at Cecil, Ohio, was built in 1864-65, much of the
cut timber was made into charcoal for the iron furnaces.
The ore was transported to the furnaces from Toledo by
canal boat.

Alfred’s  younger
brother, Joseph
Ketchum Edgerton,
a lawyer in New
York, visited the
region in 1843
when the canal
opened to Toledo,
liked what he saw
and moved to Fort

Wayne in 1844
with his wife Han-
nah Marie (Spies)
Edgerton and

Ml young family. He
soon became a law

partner with ex-
§ Governor  Samuel
Bigger. Unfortu-

JOSEPH KETCHUM EDGERTON

nately Bigger died
in 1846. Joseph
found a new partner in Charles Case, who was a pro-
abolitionist lawyer. Case later was appointed to Con-
gress to fill the un-expired term of Samuel Brenton,
served from 1857-1861, and was re-elected for a sec-

ond term. About half of Maumee township (8,000
acres) in Indiana that was swampy forest land was
owned by Joseph. In 1865 he laid out the town of
Woodburn, a station on the railroad. He erected 2 saw
mills to use the timber from his estate.

Alfred was elected an Ohio state senator in
1845 & 46 and represented the counties of northwest
Ohio — Allen, Auglaize, Defiance, Henry, Mercer,
Paulding, Putnam, Van Wert, Williams and a part of Ful-
ton. He became very vocal regarding the State banking
system issues about whether to use metallic or paper
money, the public debt, and public credit.

He spoke out against Alfred Kelley, the Senate
Whig leader, who had been associated with Ohio’s pub-
lic debt and financial policy since canal construction be-
gan. According to the History of Defiance County “while
this debate between Mr. Kelley and Mr. Edgerton was
one of the most noted in the State, the respectful defer-
ence always shown by the latter to the former, who
was the senior, won for Mr. Edgerton the respect of the
entire Whig party of the State, and secured to him ever
after the warm friendship and respect of Mr. Kelley,
which he often exhibited in kind and valuable ways.”

The Ohio Legislature authorized building a toll
road from Hicksville to Antwerp in January 1845 after
Alfred agitated for it. This was the first such road in the
Maumee valley. This toll road was operated initially by
the Hicks Land Company, but in 1864 Alfred turned it
over to Defiance and Paulding counties on the condition
that they would maintain the road.

Alfred began to turn his attention to national
politics. He attended the national Democratic convention
four times beginning in 1848 and later acted as Chair-
man of the planning committee for the 1856 Democratic
convention. From March 1851-March 1855 he served
the 5% District in northwest Ohio as a Democrat in the
United States House of Representatives. As an oppo-
nent of slavery, he voted against the Kansas-Nebraska
Act, which in effect repealed the Missouri Compromise
proposed by Henry Clay in 1820. He was always a con-
sistent opponent of slavery arguing against its constitu-
tionality, and, as early as 1852, declared in a speech in
congress that “a nation which upholds slavery must pay
for it in its own blood.”

Alfred also was involved in other business activi-
ties. During 1853 he was the financial agent for the
state of Ohio in New York City allowing the state to di-
rectly control its funds rather than using other New York
agents. In 1854 the small village of Edgerton, Ohio, was
named for him as a result of his work for the state.

After his terms as representative in Congress,
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A.P. EDGERTON, HUGH McCULLOCH, AND PLINY HOADLAND,
FOR REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE
EASTERN DIVISION OF THE WABASH AND ERIE CANAL.

The Trustees of the Wabash and Erie Canal in the State of Indiana, to provide for the maintenance thereof, and to preserve
the same for the use and benefit of the people of said State, as well as to protect the rights and interests of the State of Indiana and her
bondholders therein, after the termination of the contract between the Trustees and certain parties under the name and style of the
“Wabash and Erie Canal Company,” executed the 13th day of May, 1859, and to secure to the parties of the second part to this agree-
ment the right and power to make arrangements and contracts with the lessees of the public works in the State of Ohio, or with other
parties, for the increase of business, by the building of boats and otherwise, and for materials for repairs, before the termination of the
contract above referred to, and not conflicting therewith, do make this agreement, to wit:

This agreement between the Board of Trustees of the Wabash and Erie Canal in the State of Indiana, of the first part, and
Alfred P. Edgerton, Hugh McCulloch, and Pliny Hoagland, partners under the name, style, and firm of “The Wabash and Erie Canal
Company,” of the State of Indiana, of the second part witnesseth:

That the said Board of Trustees, for the purpose of continuing the preservation of navigation, as far as in their power, of that
part of said Canal, from the lower lock in the city of Terre Haute, to the Ohio State line, do hereby set apart and apply for the use of
said Wabash and Erie Canal Company, contractors, all the tolls and revenues to be derived, or which may accrue from the above speci-
fied part of said Canal, during the term of this agreement, with full power to collect and use the same for the purposes herein states.

In consideration whereof, the said contractors do hereby agree and bind themselves to maintain and preserve the navigation
of that part of said Canal herein before specified, from the 1st day of January, 1863, until the 1st day of July, 1873, and to keep and
preserve the same in good order for use, with all its structures within the limits specified, including locks, dams, dam abutments, aque-
ducts, culverts, waste wiers, and embankments, and the bridges where State and county roads cross the Canal (unless relieved by State
and county authorities or otherwise from so doing), and all the works appurtenant to said Canai, and which the Board of Trustees are
required to keep, maintain and preserve.

The repair and maintenance of the Canal shall include the employment of such boat forces as the contractors shall deem
necessary; the cutting and removal of grass from the Canal so as to admit of the passage of water for navigation and hydraulic pur-
poses; the repair and rebuilding of dams and dam abutments, locks, guard gates, aqueducts, waste wiers, culverts, and other necessary
structures, as heretofore maintained by the Trustees, and the raising of embankments and other essential improvements by way of pre-
caution, and such other necessary work as shall keep that portion of said Canal in a good state of preservation, having due regard to its
present and future permanency: and the parties of the second part hereto shall and will at times during the existence of this contract
use their utmost influence for the increase of business and income of the Canal, and to secure the objects contemplated by this agree-
ment in respect to said Canal.

COLLECTORS.

Collectors of tolls shall be appointed by the Board of Trustees, upon the rec dation of the parties of the second part,
who shall also determine the number, location, compensation, time and manner of payment of the same.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.

The contractors shall designate one of their number as the General Superintendent, whose compensation shall be fixed by
them, and paid as herein stated. His duties shall extend to the general supervision of the Canal, as the representative of the contractors,
and to the current contract, the privilege of taking timber from any land owned or controlled by the Trustees.

If, in case of a break in the Canal or other casualty, the Contractors do not immediately proceed to repair the same, or if, in
the opinion of the Chief Engineer, they unnecessarily or unreasonably neglect to clean out the Canal, or shall neglect to repair any dam
or feeder, or other work necessary to the free and useful navigation of the Canal, or shall permit any neglect so as to defeat the inten-
tion of this contract, the Chief Engineer shall certify the fact to the Board of Trustees, furnishing the Contractors with a copy of such
certificate; and after hearing of the case after reasonable notice to the Contractors as to time and place, if the object of this contract to
be defeated by the neglect or conduct of the Contractors, the Board of Trustee may declare this contract abandoned, and immediately
proceed to contract with other parties, or make such other arrangements as, in their judgment may be best for the maintenance of the
Canal.

This contract, or any interest in the same, shall not be assigned to any person or persons whomsoever, without the written
consent of the Board of Trustees of the Wabash and Erie Canal.

It is expressly understood this contract is made subject to all the provisions and conditions of the acts of the Legislature of
the State of Indiana, creating the trust and defining the powers and duties of the said parties of the first part, in respect to the said Ca-
nal, which is the subject matter of this contract.

Where “tolls” and “revenues” are mentioned in this contract, it shall not include any Canal lands, or monies due or to grow
due for any lands heretofore sold by the Trustees.

In witness whereof the parties above named have hereunte signed their names and affixed their seals and the seal of the
Board of Trustees of the Wabash and Erie Canal, at Terre Haute, on this 14th day of December, 1861.
[L.S.] THOS. DOWLING, Resident Trustee,
for the Board of Trustees of the W. and E. Canal.

ALFRED P. EDGERTON, [seal]
HUGH McCULLOCH,  [seal]
PLINY HOAGLAND [seal]
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Alfred broadened his endeavors and became associated
with business partners in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He
moved twenty-sevens miles from Hicksville, Ohio, to
Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1857, but still maintained a
home and official residence in Ohio until 1862. The
state of Ohio appointed him in 1858 as chairman of the
committee to investigate fraud allegations on the Ohio
treasury.

Although the 1850s were the peak operating
years for the Wabash & Erie Canal, by 1859 the trus-
tees were unable to maintain it due to increasing compe-
tition from the railroads. The Indiana legislature refused
to provide financial relief and canal revenue was insuffi-
cient to keep it up. The Canal Trustees felt that the best
action they could take to protect the asset was to lease
the canal to business groups who had a pecuniary inter-
estin it.

At that time there was a huge disparity of reve-
nue along the route of the canal. The tolls and water
rents in 1859 from the Indiana/Ohio state line to Terre
Haute were $89,867 while those from Terre Haute to
Evansville were only $8,411. No group of businessmen
would contract for the entire canal. Therefore, it was
split into 3 sections and leased.

On May 19, 1859, Alfred Edgerton joined with
a consortium of businessmen in forming “The Wabash &
Erie Canal Company” to lease the Eastern Division from
the Trustees. This section contained 226 miles of the
old canal from the lower lock in Terre Haute to the Indi-
ana/Ohio State line. The period of the lease was from
April 1, 1859 to January 1, 1863. Alfred was the head
of this group of investors:

Shares Dollars
Alfred P. Edgerton 50 $5000
Hugh McCulloch 50 5000
Pliny Hoagland 50 5000
Ochmig Bird 50 5000
R.W. Taylor 50 5000
M.W. Hubbell 10 1000
George L. Little 25 2500
S.S. Comparet 10 1000
D.F. Comparet 10 1000
J.E. Hill 25 2500
A.M. Orbison 25 2500

355 $35,500

The Dawson Daily Times of Fort Wayne, Indiana
on August 13, 1859 tells of an editorial in the People’s
Friend of Covington, Indiana that praises this renewed
effort by the Trustees and goes on to say “..the Honor-
able A.P. Edgerton of Defiance, Ohio, well and favorably
known as a late member of Congress from the North-
Western District of Ohio, was selected as Superinten-

dent of the Canal .... Mr. l?-.;-
Edgerton has already set |;
actively in motion all the
elements necessary to
an efficient repair of the "
work, and we learn the f
Canal is already placed [
in a healthy state down |;
as far as Attica.”

[
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The Middle Divi- }ii
son of the W & E Cana
was 59-miles-long ex-
tending from Terre
Haute to the Newberry
Dam and was leased to| «
a consortium headed by
Chauncey Rose of Terre
Haute. This lease was
for 2 years from May 1959 - 1861.

ALFRED PECK EDGERTON

The Southern Division consisted of the remaining
95 miles from the Newberry Dam to Evansville and was
headed up by Goodlet Morgan and other businessmen
from southern Indiana. This lease was for 4 years from
March 1959. In 1861 this lease was surrendered and
operations south of Worthington ceased.

Lake Michigau /g gerton
- e SR |
o i S TS i NORTHPORT a—5ryan
g VarMMSO b, A oM

e, @AV Hicksville

ammw;\ e e \\ -

CY S ay
..... wa D S LE RESEVOR

..... wirwere
Eastern S ,\\’Voodburn

Divisionr

Middle
Division

Southern
Division

CANALS

The Wabash and Eric Canal was
leased in three divisions mn 1859
Alfred Edgerton headed up the con-
sortium that took over the Eastern
Division.

www.Indcanal org Page

13 Indcanal@aol.com




THE HOOSIER PACKET -JANUARY 2011

HO 'sliinsyoIH- Asjwe) sWoH jseio4 [eung =H
NI ‘SUABM 14 Aieawian poomuspui - jeung = 1

NI ‘sijodeuelpu) 7 £261 AN 62 . e NI ‘eukepid 2981 190 62 1ebumig '8 ejjan

Jejumedf] - uewssles N| ‘siiodeueipuj 7 0z6) AEW 91 NI 688L 0SS GL HO 'SlASYOIH LS8 INf 82 uopebp3 uoxia

Yeap PIYD HO ‘SlIASOIH 1 9581 JBI £ VN HO 'SIIASNOIH 2581 984 L uouebp3 anyuy

so|es 9jejsy |eay B sohmet 7| ‘obesiyd ¥261 Uer 62 _. S 71 'obeoyd  s¥8L ged s YT abioag

71 ‘obeoyd 8281 924 9 NI 9/81 G246 HO QIASHOIH  6¥8) unf ¥ uopebpz yjaqezi3y BUUY

soueulq / ssauisng VI ‘aulpjooig £z61 dag 82 o | e AN HMOA MBN OpBLABW OE  INOomuems s9jjeyes

AN “HOA MaN 016198422 NI 698} unr HO ®IASYOIH  Z¥81 320 L uopebp3 apoleYD

vd ‘ydiepeiyd 1 60614 920 6 NI 9/8LAONOE NI ‘@ukemid 868l Aepz ebpuuasoeig Aoy  seouely

psaloAiQ AN ‘uépjooig 0161 Aew o€ § N oty 19 Ly8Linr uosso|Q)  BIWF  BUIN

uewssjes 7| ‘poomiepy 1261 G249 N 6981100 %FL HO ©AsyolH LpgLadyzy  uopabpl ¥oad  pauly

Jaime AN HOA MeN c/8L fewyz e AN DHOAMBN  6E8L UNT 6 pioAly  ozuoly uAmpy

N 'UMO}SILIOW 0613092 N 0/8LUNTZ  HO 'OIASYOIH 8} dag | uopabpy  piojeg seduely

Wyesp piyD HO ‘BlasNalH 1 88l Bny ¢y VN HO ‘BIIASYOIH  £¥81 94 ¥ uouabpg esnbny ejsuwiod

HO ‘eoueyeq H €261 1dy 6 vd '‘Ausari3 el By g uojed ejejunp

Jeauibuz IND HO ‘@ouBle@ T ¥Z6L UNr €L é HO 'SIIASYOlH  Z¥8L uer | uouebp3y o KAy

uepisfyd AN 'siied12Anyds 6881 INF 0€ - o 1A '9IS| pUBJD 0Z8l 990 62 sauseg usjly  WAPPW

AN ‘sleqd 18Ainyos  €06L-1BW-0L AN I¥8LINF9Z AN ‘AzeyDd  pzspunr gy uopsbp3 wyeqezi  eqeyd

yieap jueju] AN 'Azey 1281 Y0 02 VN AN 'Azeyp 0zg unr uopabBpy wnysjey  Auey

NI ‘@ukeprid 1 0061 AON G| 5 e AN SHOA MBN 818l 99022 salds suel  Yeuuey

1ohme] vy 'uolsog 1 €681 BNy GZ NI 6E8LUBLEZ A ‘seuuabiap glg) qed gL uopebpa wnydey  ydesopr

@ouel SUed 688l 4dy |} 3 P 1D ‘YoImIoON  $Z8L 10 6 supped  Bupiym  epopeyd

peoljiey 3000 Aer ypm sseuisng  |n ‘E1IBS 1 8L8LAONE AN ov8l Jdy 8 AN 'ubingspeld §18L31908z  uopebp3 snbinakn

HO ‘SlllASYOIH T G68L Uer |z " M 10 '‘puepiod  giLgLunr | uoxig '3 8HoHeyd

speoJjiey B [BUBD / S9[eS pue HO ‘ejas¥ol 1 268L ANl HO  1¥81 9946 AN 'ybingspeld ¢igiuer )y uopabp3 yoed  payly

WnY2}8) @qald 7 uopabpy ejeg Jo Ajluey

HO ‘allASYIH H t¥8lL Bny vz i e AN S00H pay  06.L BN /T wnyojey agqayd

Jsuwued 1ehmet siayoes) N ‘sukepmid T /8L desS 0L AN LIBLIBWNYZ 1D 'uipjuery 2gzpdeggz  uopebp3 ejog
uoljednddQ UOnREd07] peiqg uoedo] paliiey uoedo uiog

seljiwey uouebp3 oy

Indcanal@aol.com

Page 14

www.Indcanal org




THE HOOSIER PACKET -JANUARY 2011

The lease for the
Eastern Division was re-
newed on December 14,
1861, and signed by Al-
fred Edgerton, Hugh
McCulloch & Pliny
Hoagland, along with
Thomas Dowling, the
Resident Trustee in Terre
Haute. This contract ex-
tended the lease for 10
years from January 1,
1863-July 1, 1873. The
renewal lease continued
until all operations ceased
in 1874. The canal was
sold at auction in 18786.
Alfred was the Superin-
tendent of this portion of
the old canal for a period

ALFRED PECK EDGERTON

of 9 years (1859-1868).

Meanwhile Joseph K. Edgerton, Alfred’s brother,
had gotten heavily involved with the railroads. In 1854
he was a director of the Fort Wayne & Chicago Railroad,
became its president in 1855, and in 1856 became a
director of the Ohio & Indiana Railroad. He was heavily
involved in consolidating the railroads west of Pittsburgh
that now comprise the Pennsylvania system. He became
the company’s vice-president. He was also the president
of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad, one of the re-
gion’s largest land holders, and had financial interests in
many of the leading banking and manufacturing institu-
tions. Joseph was elected to the United States Congress
from the Fort Wayne district and served one term from
1863-65.

After Fort Sumter was fired upon on April 12,
1861, Fort Wayne mayor Perry Randall called at meeting
on April 15 at Hedekin hall. Vice-chairmen of the meet-
ing were Jesse Lynch Williams, Chief Enginner of Indi-
ana’s canals, and Allen Hamilton. A committee com-
posed of Alfred Edgerton, Hugh McCulloch, Pliny
Hoagland, Samuel Hanna, Hugh Reed, Joseph Bracken-
ridge and Lott Bayless was appointed to prepare resolu-
tions that declared “in the present crisis of our national
affair there should be but one party in the state of Indi-
ana, and that party should stand pledged before the
country to uphold and sustain by all the means in its
power, the national administration, enforcing obedience
to the laws preserving the public property and vindicat-
ing the honor of the flag.” The gathering said that “Allen
county would guarantee to assist the state to provide
three times as many men as the first call might require.”
Volunteers began signing up at the meeting. Later many
others enlisted in the canal office and in the offices of
Judge Hanna and Withers & Morris.

In 1865 Alfred Edgerton was elected to the Fort
Wayne City Council and re-elected in 1867. In 1868 he
was nominated by the Indiana Democrats for the office
of Lieutenant-Governor on the ticket with Thomas A.
Hendricks. Both were defeated in an extremely close
and contested election by the Republican nominees Con-
rad Baker of Evansville and William Cumback of Greens-
burg, Indiana. The vote difference was only 1,362 in fa-
vor of William Cumback over Alfred. Alfred carried Al-
len county, where he was very popular, by over 2500
votes.

In 1872 Alfred was approached to be the De-
mocrat nominee for Governor by the O'Conner branch of
the party but refused their support. He did not want to
endorse their states rights concepts and their rejection
of the regular Democrat party nominee, Horace Greenly,
in favor of Charles O’'Conner. Nationally, Ulysses S.
Grant won a 2~ term quite easily. In fact Horace
Greenly died on Nov. 29, 1872, before the electoral col-
lege even met. Thomas Hendricks was again the De-
mocrat nominee for Governor of Indiana and this time he
was elected serving from 1873 -77. His Lieutenant-
Governor was Leonidas Sexton, a Republican of Rush
county.

Instead of running for governor in 1872, Alfred
Edgerton became the president of the newly formed Fort
Wayne Board of Trade. John Bass and G. McNiece were
its vice-presidents, F. Shurick its secretary and Charles
McCulloch its treasurer. He also began negotiations with
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to divert its line through
Hicksville and donated land for its right-of-way through
Defiance county, Ohio.

Another financial panic or depression hit the
country in 1873. At that time Alfred’s assets were be-
tween $800,000 and $1,000,000. But the panic cre-
ated a severe impact on another of Alfred Edgerton’s
brothers, Lycurgus, who had been in the railroad busi-
ness in New York with Jay Cook. Although Alfred had
only given his word as surety behind Lycurgus’ ven-
tures, when Lycurgus needed $250,000 to cover his
debts, Alfred paid even though he was not personally
liable since there was no signed contract. In order to do
so, Alfred had to sell his valuable railroad stocks at de-
pressed prices. Lycurgus died November 19, 1878, in
Salt Lake City, Utah, on a train. He had also invested in
goldmines against his family’s better judgment.

In 1873 Alfred and his wife, Charlotte, donated
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and the land on which it
was built in Hicksville to the parish free of all encum-
brance. The church was consecrated by the Bishop.
They also donated land and $500 cash each to five
other churches in Hicksville. This was just one of the
many benevolent acts by this family.
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When a plot to alter the results of the presiden-
tial election in 1875 through the use of fraudulently
printed ballots was learned, a mass meeting was called
at the court house in Fort Wayne There Alfred was cho-
sen chairman; Charles Munson, secretary; and thirty
other prominent citizens, vice-presidents. Through their
watchful eyes, the use of the ballots was prevented.

For many years Alfred was a member of the
school board in Fort Wayne resigning when he was ap-
pointed a civil service commissioner. He was described
as being “a most liberal patron of education, and deeply
interested in the common school system.” In 1878 he
donated land in Hicksville for the Defiance county fair-
grounds. From 1881-1886 he served on the Board of
Directors of Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana, and
was a trustee of the Agriculture, Mechanical College of
Indiana, which was endowed by the General Govern-
ment. He was also involved with establishing agricultural
fairs and exhibits.

On July 2, 1881, only months after becoming
President of the United States, James Garfield was shot
in the railroad station in Washington D.C. by a disap-
pointed patronage office seeker, Charles J. Guiteau. For
two months the president suffered and lingered, but on
September 19, 1881, he died of blood poisoning. Imme-
diately there was a public outcry for patronage reform.
A senator from Ohio, George Pendleton, sponsored the
Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883, which pro-
vided for hiring employees on the merit system and
marked the end of the so-called spoils system. The act
provided for some government jobs to be filled on the
basis of competitive exams.

Grover Cleveland was elected President of the
United States in November 1884 along with Thomas A.
Hendricks, Indiana’s ex-governor, as his Vice-President.
Hendricks had been Indiana’s favorite son candidate for
president that year but had settled for second place on
the ticket.

A vear later, Alfred Edgerton, now 72, was ap-
pointed by President Cleveland to be the Chairman and
one of the three commissioners of the United States
Civil Service Commission replacing Dorman B. Eaton.
Alfred served in this position from November 9, 1885 to
February 9, 1889, being succeeded by Theodore Roose-
velt. Perhaps it was Hendricks who proposed his good
friend Alfred Edgerton for the Civil Service Commission.
Hendricks died soon after the election on November 25,
1884.

At age 76 Alfred retired from public service and
business in general. However, one of Alfred interests in
railroads ended up as a court case. As reported the case
said that on June 9, 1889, a mortgage on the Fort

Wayne, Muncie and Cincinnati Railroad Company was
executed to Alfred and Jesse L. Williams as trustees to
secure the payment of one million eight hundred thou-
sand dollars, covering all the property of the company.
This mortgage was subsequently foreclosed and a sale
of the property made upon the decree:

1) that the purchasers of the property were
bondholders and re-organized the company
that prior to the re-organization of the com-
pany by the purchasers at the foreclosure
sale, J. Elliott, the appellant, entered into a
contract with the Fort Wayne, Muncie and
Cincinnati Railroad Company, and the Cincin-
nati, Hamilton and Indianapolis Railroad
Company for the construction of a joint pas-
senger station at the junction of the two
roads at Connersville
3) that by the terms of the agreement Elliott

was to receive from each of the companies
seven hundred and fifty dollars, and Elliott
was to pay one thousand dollars toward the
construction of the station.

2)

Elliott erected the building and the companies
took possession of it on September 1, 1874, without
paying any of the money agreed upon. Supposedly a
sum of one hundred fifty thousand had been set aside to
pay sundry claims, but neither Elliott or any one else’s
name was given to receive the amount. The written con-
tract stated that the money “shall be retained by the
company, which may be used by the board of directors
in settlement of the claim of the Liverpool and London
and Globe Insurance Company, and for other small
claims so far as may be required.” The court held:

1) that the new company, although it used the
station, was not liable to Elliott
an agreement between the bondholders that
a certain sum should be retained for the pay-
ment of a specified claim and other small
claims, as might be required, the claim of
Elliott not being specially designated, created
no obligation in his favor
that even if an obligation was created in fa-
vor of Elliott, he would have no right to re-
cover upon it, as it does not appear that the
sum was not properly used to pay the claim
specified or other claims having rightful
precedence of Elliott’s claim.

2)

3)

Alfred Peck Edgerton lived several more years,
dying in Hicksville at age 84 on May 14, 1897, a poor
man. His funeral service, conducted by Rev. A. M.
Smith with appropriate remarks from lawyers Coulter
and Griffin and Mr. Ainsworth, was held at his residence
in Hicksville on Sunday afternoon. He was buried in Fort
Wayne's Lindenwood Cemetery with his wife, Charlotte,
who preceded him in death at age 78 on January 21,
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1895. The family earlier had purchased a huge plot (Plot
82 in Section J) at Lindenwood, but because of his fi-
nancial situation, the grave stones are very insignificant.

One of Alfred’s obituaries describes him as fol-
lows: “Deceased was a man of letters, many documents
and speeches being left for his remembrance. He was
always a polished gentleman and commanded the in-
stant respect of all with whom he came in contact. He
was, in particular, the friend of the young people, and
was revered and loved by them in return. Owing to fi-

nancial reverses of late years he died a comparative
poor man.... He was a philanthropist, a benefactor and a
statesman. It will be out of the memory of any now liv-
ing when his name ceases to be spoken of with kind-
ness and love. There is hardly an individual in this com-
munity but who has felt his influence and goodness.”

Alfred Peck Edgerton’s stone (1) in Edgerton fam-
ily plot with Bela Edgerton’s stone (r).

. )
Gardenview'
\\ Mausoleum

Administragtion

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA
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FROM TIMES PAST

Dawson's Fort Wayne Daily Times
April 13, 1859
CITY HOTEL
FRED. VOLGERT, Proprietor.
FORT WAYNE, IN
East End of Columbia Street, on Canal Basin
The Proprietor is pleased to say to his old customers and
to the public that he has returned to this City, and
opened
NEW HOUSE,
In the Rail Road Building at the East end of Columbia
Street, near Comparet, Hubbell & Co.’s Warehouse,
where he hopes to receive a good patronage.
His table will doubtless satisfy his guests, and
his beds and rooms are of the best kind.
His STABLE is not excelled in the City, and his
Hostler is of the most careful kind, and always provided
with a full granary. Charges in suit the times.

Dawson’s Fort Wayne Daily Times
August 13, 1859

WABASH AND ERIE CANAL. — An excellent
editorial is found in the People’s Friend of the 6th inst, a
paper published at Covington, Ind, which article it may
be well for our people to read.

It begins by alluding to the canal as the first of
the Internal Improvements of the State — conceived by
the wisest of our earliest statesmen — then to the in-
valuable character of the valley through which it
passes — then to the late danger of its then becoming
unused and useless from certain causes, and then to the
act of the Legislature authorizing private Companies to
organize and rescue it from insultation, &c. &c.

The editor then proceeds to say:

“Under this view of the case, a company was
organized, and upon certain conditions leased the Canal
to the Trustees, from the Ohio State line to Terre Haute
on the Wabash; (the terms to us are immaterial,) and
upon the organization of the company under such lease,
the Hon. A P. Edgerton of Defiance, Ohio, well and fa-
vorably known as a late member of Congress from the
North-Western District of Ohio, was selected as Superin-
tendent of the Canal between the above named points.
Mr. Edgerton has already set actively in motion all the
elements necessary to an efficient repair of the work,
and we learn the Canal is already placed in a healthy
state down as far as Attica. At Shawnee Creek between
here and Attica, where the freshets more than a year
ago washed out the feeder dam, and greatly injured the
feeder embankments, and which was of absolute neces-
sity to the Canal below; but which under the old dispen-
sation had been suffered to go un-repaired to the im-
mense injury of all the Canal below, is now under the

management of Mr. Edgerton, being energetically prose-
cuted to a complete repair.

We feel confident of seeing this good old work
in a prosperous condition, that these men who have
ventured so much of their means to sustain a work
which has from year to year for the last five or six years
been a source of loss to those to whom the State had
transferred it, and under whose management (the State
being entrusted in the selection of its best wisdom to
control it) if “reports” are true, was a leading concern.
We hope the present lessees success (this we wished to
the lessors) for the most obvious reasons — First, the
old ditch is the very vitals of all the country on both
sides of the river from Attica to Terre Haute. Without it
we would be placed in a worse condition than when our
farmers were forced to wagon their surplus to the
Southern end of the Canal at Lafayette — then the tolls
thence to Toledo were regulated by public legislation,
competition in trade and transportation gave to the
farmers fair and reasonable prices, and his only com-
plaint was, the inconvenience, labor and toil to get to
market. We say to our farmers, our produce men, and to
our merchants, that it is a duty to ourselves, to the peo-
ple in other portions of the State, but especially in the
Wabash Valley, to encourage the present undertaking of
the lessees of the Canal, for in the event of a failure to
sustain the Canal, we all at once become the victims of
an unrestrained monopoly in the shape of Railroad Com-
panies for the transportation of all the surplus produce
of this fertile Valley. And mark our work, when that
time comes, which we hope not to see, we shall all feel
the iron heel of the soulless Railroad Companies, crush-
ing our energies by exactions of the most exorbitant
character, in the shape of freight.

We say it is our duty to the people of other por-
tions of the State, that we should sustain this work, for
this reason: it is now the only work in which the State
has even a remote interest, and it has the capacity to
transport your surplus cheaper than can be done by Rail-
roads without loss to the roads. Then while we give
support to the Canal, we keep the otherwise controlled
avarice of Railroads in check. The influence of the Canal
while kept up, will exercise a healthful and beneficial in-
fluence to the people all over the State, against the
combined action of Railroad Companies to extort from
their hard earning exorbitant carrying rates.”

Dawson’s Fort Wayne Daily Times
August 15, 1859

A Success — The patent canal navigating pro-
peller, a model of which was described in the Commer-
cial some time since, has proved a success. The propel-
ler is built separate, to fit into the stern of a canal boat,
like a wedge, and while urging that one forward, tows
several loaded boats. The patent is owned by Mr. Bry-
ant, engineer of the Western Transportation Company.
Yesterday the invention was tested, and proved entirely
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