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OLIVER PERRY DAVIS - ñOPEDEEò 
AND HIS WABASH & ERIE CANAL CONNECTIONS 

By Charles Davis 

 

 Hon. Oliver Perry Davis, from whose initials the 

village and railroad station of Opedee took its name, accu-

mulated and owned up to 1300 acres of land. It was located 

about four miles south of Newport, Indiana, and was   

known as the ñO.P.D. Farm.ò  

 

 Oliver was born in Warner, New Hampshire on 

November 7, 1814 to Gideon and Hannah Davis. At the age 

of 15, he left his native state and headed west to seek his 

fortune. He traveled westward across New York state at the 

time when the Erie Canal was being finished and traveled 

on it for a portion of his journey, the rest being made by 

coach, steamboat and train. In New York he rode behind 

the first locomotive built in the state. While in Rochester, 

New York, he was employed as superintendent of a paper 

mill and book bindery. He crossed over into Ohio and be-

came acquainted with a dentist who taught him rudimentary 

dentistry. Oliver then moved to Fort Wayne, Indiana and 

then went on to Logansport and Delphi, Indiana as a travel-

ing dentist with his powered drill strapped to his back.  In 

1838 he arrived in Greencastle, Indiana to practice his pro-

fession. There he was persuaded by the famous Ned 

McGaughey to study law. Afterwards he became a law 

partner of McGaughey.  In 1840, Oliver settled in Newport, 

the county seat of Vermillion county, Indiana, and prac-

ticed law. 

 

 He also began following the occupations of agricul-

turist and tradesman. His first purchase of land in Parke 

county was September 18, 1844 from John Linebarger. Deed 

Record 9/10  It was five acres, on the east side of the Wabash 

River called Wimsetts Ford. The deed says ñFerry on Said 

land, free use of Ferry for John and John Jr. Linebarger, 

also Andrew Linebarger and sons.ò 

 

 Then in 1845 Oliver purchased forty acres of bot-

tom land described as the northwest fractional quarter of 

section twelve, in Vermillion township. This land was the 

site of the Wimsett Ferry. Now he owned all of the Ferry, 

which he used extensively for many years.  Oliver built his 

house at the Ferry landing and lived there until 1866 when 

he built a new one along the O.P.D. road at the foot of the 

bluffs.   

 

 After he bought the ferry, he soon started shipping 

corn and pork to New Orleans by flat boat and made sever-

al trips there himself going by steamer.  He was a prolific 

writer and beginning with a letter written home from New 

Orleans on December 30, 1846, over a hundred letters writ-

ten by him from various places to his family survived and 
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