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 Charles Bechtol was born in Stark county, Ohio on 

September 3, 1841 to David and Mary Bechtol. He was 

their third son. His mother died while he was still a child. 

His father, who was born in Westmoreland county, Pennsyl-

vania settled, on a farm in Stark county when he was a 

young man. He moved to Indiana in his latter years and died 

at South Bend at age ninety-seven.  

 

 Charles grew up on the family homestead in Ohio 

assisting his father and brothers with cultivating the farm. 

This hard agricultural work, which he didnôt like at all, 

taught him to be industrious and thrifty. His formal educa-

tion was at the district school during its short winter terms. 

 

 By age 16 Charles had had enough of farming and 

began to learn the carpenterôs trade. He followed this occu-

pation for three years during the summer months. 

 

 In 1860, at about age 20, Charles came to Indiana 

and found work in a brickyard in Whitley county. He then 

moved to Huntington county, Indiana and was employed   

along the Wabash & Erie Canal running from Huntington to 

Junction, Ohio and then down the Miami & Erie Canal to 

Cincinnati, Ohio. We do not know if he was a boatman or 

worked at keeping the canal in repair. He also worked in the 

shops of the Wabash Railroad and the Erie Railroad in Hun-

tington. 

 

 On March 2, 1865 Charles Bechtol, about age 25,  

married Mrs. Mary E. Anderson, the widow of George An-

derson, in Huntington county. She was about a year older 

than Charles. She had three children by her former husband.  

 

 Charles learned the trade of machinist and was em-

ployed in Toledo, Ohio for about eighteen months. He then 

returned to Huntington and was employed by the Erie Rail-

road. He became a carpenter and car-builder in the Erie 

shops.   

 

 In August 1874 Charles O. Bechtol was born into 

the family. Charles and Mary were in their early thirties at 

the time. 

 

 The 1880 U.S. Federal Census lists Charles Bech-

tolôs occupation as a farmer. He is 39 years old, Mary is age 

41, and Charles O. is age 5. Living with them are Harmon 

Bechtol, age 42, Charlesô brother; Alonzo Anderson, age 

20, Maryôs son; and Alice M. Anderson, age 18, Maryôs 

daughter. Harmon is a collar maker, Alonzo a compositor, 

and Alice a sewing girl.  

 

 In 1892 Charles was made a machinist in Hunting-

ton, and followed that trade until 1909 when he retired at 

age 68. He said he felt he had earned a rest.  

 

 Mary E. (Anderson) Bechtol passed away in May 

1913. She was laid to rest in Section C of  Mt. Hope Ceme-

tery in Huntington, Indiana.   

 

 Charles was always thrifty and industrious.  He had 

excellent judgment when making investments and became a 

holder of a number of valuable properties in Huntington in 
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