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we are fearful when it does, lest the good seed will fall on
“stony ground.”

“To have a good reputation and move in the first
circles of socicty a person must “chaw terbacker,” swear
fluently and posses a jug and quinine bottle: both well
filled with their appropriate ingredients.

“For further information than what | have given,
call on or address the Shenff of Rockville. who has had a
more extended acquaintance with this people than any one
else in the county. and who will cheerfully give all
information desired. Josiah Brick™

Alexander McCune built the first school in Wabash
township in 1834 that was located three-quarters of a mile
south of the mills. It was built on McCune land and no
decd was recorded for it by the school trustees. The
Rockville Republican on September 11, 1907 stated that his
sons Wm. Wallace. George. and Samuel attended this
school in 1830 and that their tcacher was Miss. Samantha
A. Haines.

The Wabash and Ene Canal was opened at
Montezuma and on to Terre Haute by 1849 creating great
commerce in Parke county for towns like Armiesburg. Just
west of this town on the “Wide Waters™ of the canal was
the trading port and Alexander took advantage of it for
shipping pork and merchandise. Rufus K. Harris built a
canal warchouse at Wide Waters and did considerable
business. McCunes Mills could also take advantage of it
Raccoon creck flowed north from there to Armiesburg
intersecting the canal and then on to its mouth on the
Wabash river for nver traffic. By road it was about three
miles from McCunes Mills to Armicsburg’'s Wide Waters.
Law suits between canawlers were cvident then (00

Alexander sucd the canal boat “Harvey Clark. in 1856 for
failure of pavment on merchandise. (See Moris Hughes and His

Alexander McCune s Rockville home on Lot 76.

Wabash and Ene Canal Connections. The Hoosier Packer Julv 2012 p.
)

Alexander McCune’s partner. Samuel Lowry, died
and was buried in the Hixon Cemetery. He was bom March
1800 and died March 3. 1851. Alexander thought so much
of his partner that he named his son Samuel Lowry
MeCune after him.

In 1855 Alexander built a large grist flouring mil
ncar the woolen mills. It ran continuously until it was shut
down around 1897. i could not compete with the modem
stcam mills like the ones in Rockville and Montezuma. The
Patterson mill at Armiesburg also shut down in 1896. At
that time it was owned by Aquilla Laverty.

Alexander’s oldest son Henrv C. went to work in a
store for Rufus K. Harris at Armiesburg as a clerk in 1858
and was in that capacity for cight vears, Alexander lived in
the old town of Mecca |[McCunes Mills] from 1832 to 1860
when he sold out his interest at Armiesburg to Flurey F.
Keith. DR 19/105 He and his wife went to Lima. Livingston
county. New York. There they put sons Benjamin Franklin
and Samuel L. McCunc into
Genessee college. Wm. Wallace
and George went into the war
for the Union [Civil War|. Dr.
George McCune served as a
surgeon with the 14th Indiana
Infantry from 1861-64. After
leaving college Benjamin went
into military service and was
killed on Scptember 8. 1867 at §
Fort Bndger. Utah Tcrrltor)_
Benjamin died while trving to
save another man’s life. He

stepped between the man and
the assailant. The assailant drew

SAMUEL LOWRY
McCUNE

a revolver and shot Benjamin.
Benjamin, though wounded, drew his revolver and shot his
assailant dead. Benjamin died of his wound ¢ight days later
and was buried there. The [ull story of this is in the
Rockville Republican of October 9. 1867 and November 6.
1867.

During the vears of Alexander’s business ventures.
he became very wealthy. The Parke County Bank was
organized and commenced business on September 1, 1853
with a capital of $100.000. Alexander was 1ts largest
stockholder and one of its first directors. George K. Steele
was its first president. Steele held that position until 1871.
Due to Steele’s health issues Alexander was called back to

he served as president of the bank under the new name of
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Alexander McCune’s Family

Name Birth Place Death Place Marriage
Robert McCune Cumberland, PA
m. Prudence Laughlin
Children
A. Alexander McCune 1-16-1806 5-20-1882 Rockyille Cem.. 8-28-1829
m. Rosilla Chaney 9-01-1808 Naples, NY 2-16-1895 Rockville Cem. 8-28-1829
Children
1. Henry C. McCune 6-20-1830 10-19-1909 Hixson Cem, 12-6-1854
m, Mary Ann Melvin 1-26-1833 10-19-1209 Hixson Cem, 12-6-1854

Children
a. Horace Mann McCune
b. Charles R. McCune 4-29-1857
m. Anna Law Patterson 3-22-18
Children
1. Henry K. MeCune
2. James A, McCune
3 Mary McCune Elenich
4. Rosilla MceCune Weatherford
5. Mrs, Sam Demaree
¢. Alexander McCune
d. Minnie Sophia McCune
m. Judson Frankeburger
e. Samuel Aquilla McCune
f John Wallace McCune
m. Rose Ella Bascham
Children
L. Marguente McCune Swaim
2. Dick McCune
3. Max McCune
4. Mrs. JToe Ralston

B. Dr. George W. McCune
m. Sarah Frink
Children
1. Mrs. C. H. Matson (adopted)

C. William Wallace McCune 3-17-1839
m, Sophronia I. Steele 2-5-1844
Children

. Mary Rosilla McCune

. Sallie E. McCune

. Katie McCune

. Ross McCune

. George MeCune

. Charlie McCune

. Isabel MeCune

D. Daughter (Unknown)

1859
1869
11-5-1876

1865
5-24-1872

2-12-1835
1840
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E. Benjamin F. McCune 9-2-1844
F. Samuel Lowry McCune 11-11-1847
m. Evelyn Kirkpatnic 12-6-1848
Children
1. “Frank” Francis McCune 1872
m. Allan T. Brockway 1872/73

2-13-1926
12-21-1918

7-24-1924
5-7.1944

3-7-1962

2-20-1891
4-20-1914

8-29-1907
7-7-1880

9-8-1867
3-22-1904
6-11-1901

8-28-1945
8-8-1949

{lived Okanogan, Washington 1926)
Bethany Cem. 3-23-1882
Bethany Cem.  3-23-18%2

(Ived Minneapolis, MIN 1926)

12-5-1894
12-5-1894
Hixson Cem.
Hixsen Cem. 5-27-1927
5-27-1927
{of Indianapolis)

(of Indianapolis)

{of Terre Haute)

{of Clinton)
Oaklawn Cem. Montezuma 11-25-1869

11-25-1869
Dayton, OH 6-9-1863
Rockville Cem 6-9-1863
Ft. Bridger Utah Terr.
Rockville Cem. O-1-1870
Rockyille Cem. 9-1-1870
Rockville Cem. 6-22-1899

Rockville Cem. 6-22-1899
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First National Bank of Rockville,

On October 16, 1866 Alexander sold McCunes
Mills with several hundred acres to John Lowry. the son of
Samuel Lowry, and William N.. Batman. D. R, 25362 Lowry
and Batman ran the woolen factory until about 1874 when
they shut it down for they could no longer compete with the
bigger advanced mills. They sold the mill property along
with the store and flouring mill to Henrv C. McCune on
October 30. 1874. D.R. 31177

Alexander returned to Rockville and bought a
home on lot 76 from his son Wm. Wallace for $4000. on
March 28. 1878. D.R 37309 Afler Alexander’'s death the
home became the home of his son Samuel L. McCune.

Around 1884 Captain Wm. Wallace McCune
discovered a vast amount of coal on McCune lands just
north of the mill sinking a shafl 8 x 16 and 190 feet deep
termed McCune mines with Samuel and William as owners
and operators. Fire clay was also found in exhaustless beds.
The clay later led to sewer tile factones.

By 1890 Samuel Lowry McCune had acquired
1.606 acres. He was instrumental in having a railroad
switch from the main line at the Raccoon railroad bridge
extend to McCunes Mills and on south to the Shirkey Mine
Shaft. a distance of three miles. He platted the town of
Mecea (McCunes Mills) and East Mecca (Rabbit Town) on
Jul_\- 23, 1890, Recorded 8-7-1890

29, 1882 and was

Alexander McCune died May

ALEXANDER
McCUNE
BORN
JANUARY 16
1806
DIED
MAY 29
1882

ROSILLA
WIFE OF
ALEXANDER
McCUNE
BORN
SEPTEMBER I
1808
DIED
FEBRUARY 16
1895

buried in the McCunc family plot. Section C. Lot 29.
Rockville Cemetery. From a poor bov. he had become ong
of the wealthiest citizens of Parke county by using the
Wabash & Enc Canal as one of his many sources.

One of Alexander’s employecs was Rich Davis,
who was born September 10. 1820 and died March 14.
1917. Rich's carlv manhood was spent working for
MeCune and Lawry in the woolen mills at Mecca, which
ran full blast at that time. At this place he Icamed the card
rollers trade. He also worked some for them in the saw mill
ncar the woolen null. At this time he was acquainted with
Miami Wea Civil Chief Christmas “Noel™ Dagenct. who
lived a mile north of Armiesburg. Rich ran a saw mill on
Rocky Run Creek near Glendale school house (Midway on
U.S. 36). While at the saw mill he sawed lumber for the
Wabash and Erie Canal aqueduct at Armicsburg. for the
plank road in 1850 between Rockville and Montezuma and
for many flat boats that went to New Orleans. During the
winter scasons he rendered lard at Armicsburg and
Montezuma when the packing houses were in operation and
shipping on the canal.

This log bam Irom Rich Davis’ farm in section 8
Parke countv, Indiana was moved to Skinner’s Farm Museum
and Village on U.S. 32. 3 miles west of 11.8. 63. Charles Davis
remembers plaving and hunting rabbits around this barn in the
early 1960s.

Sources:
Beckwith. Parke (ounty History 1380 p. 109.
Deed Records Rockville Courthouse
Hixon. Michacl G. 1892 letter ~Arabia™ ta Parke Countv Historical Socicty now
in Indiana Historical Society
Isage Strowse Memaricd Plat Atluy | 874-1908- 1916
Ruochville Republican:
2-25-1891 Obituary of D.r Geo. W, MeCune
2-20-1895 Obituary of Rosilla Chaney MeCune
3-3-1904 Obituary of Sam. L. Mc¢Cune
9-20-1903 Obituary of Henry C. NeCunc
9-4-1907 Obitwary of Wm, Wallace McCune
Trihune;
8-7-1890 interview of Samuel L. McCune. “Mecca Mines and
Railroads™
3-3-1917 Wabash Township by [rene Jacks.
3=21-1917 Obituary of Rich Davis
Tax List 1831 for Wabash Township, Parke County. IN
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