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~ JAMES S.
WILSON

| b. October 9, 1823
| d. March 26, 1901

By Carolyn I. Schmidt

James S. Wilson was born to Andrew Wilson, a
native of Pennsylvania, and Elizabeth (Schooley or Shoo-
ley) Wilson, a native of England, on October 9, 1823 in
Allegehany Co., Pennsylvania. He received his educa-
tion at the common schools until he was twelve years
old. At that time he became a salesman in a drug store.
During three years spent there he acquired a practical
business education. He also learned to be industrious, a
habit that he continued throughout his life.

James decided to study medicine. He quit his job
at the drug store, began his study and then became dis-
enchanted with it. After only a short time he abandoned
it and took a job as a steward on a packet boat. He
served in this capacity from 1840-45.

On May 21, 1844, James married Delia (Delilah)
Creveling (b. April 24, 1828, d. September 11, 1891) of
Akron Ohio. They became the parents of two girls and
a boy:

1. Indiana Wilson b. 1845 Pennsylvania
Married Robert J. Connolly (he died)
child Wilson J. Connolly b. 1871
MarriedJohn L. Maurice 1893
He had 2 sons: David W. and Charles L.
He owned a meat market/was butcher
Lived in Logansport, Indiana
Member of Second Presbyterian church
2. Frederick Wilson b. 1848 Indiana (died before
1860 census)
3. Virginia (Jennie) Wilson b. 1859 Indiana
Married George W. Stevens (president of C. &.
0. Railway)
Had 4 children: Helen, Paul J., George
J. and Sharp J.
Lived in Richmond, Virginia

In 1845, James arrived in Logansport, Indiana,
as master (captain) of a canal boat on the Wabash &
Erie Canal. He was freighting goods principally between
Logansport and Toledo. His settlement date in Logans-
port is listed as 1845. We assume that his wife and
baby Indiana came with him at this time.

In 1850, James abandoned the canal business
to become a clerk for William Beach & Company in the
Forest Mills. Seven years later he, in partnership with
George Cecil, of Cecil & Company, took charge of the
mills and operated them successfully until 1883. During
that year he took over the entire control of the business.
He successfully managed the Logansport Mills located
on Broadway and was a local manufacturer until 1890.

The 1850 Federal Census lists James Wilson as
a canal captain and he has no Real Estate. Francis H.
Beard, age 12, is living with his family.

The 1860 census says he was a miller and val-
ues his Real Estate at $4,000 and Personal Estate at
$900. He has a servant, Bridget Flanegan, age 20, living
with his family.

The 1870 census says he was a flour manufac-
turer and values his Real Estate at $24,500 and Per-
sonal Estate at $2,400. His wife; two daughters; Indi-
ana’s husband Robert J. Connolly; Savanah Crolling, age
69, of Pennsylvania; Bradfield Caistone, age 29, domes-
tic servant, of Ireland; and Quigley Lawrence, age 26,
hostler, of England, are living in his home.

Sometime prior to 1880 Cecil and Wilson laid
out an addition to Logansport.
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