ALBERT SMITH
WHITE

b. October 24, 1803
d. September 4, 1864

By Mark A. Smith

Portions of the article below are quoted from a sketch by Woolen,
William Wesley. Biographical and Historical Sketches of
Early Indiana. Indianapolis, IN: Hammond & Co. 1883, pp.
204-210. Much of it came from his obituary in the Lafayette
Daily Journal, which is at the end of this article.

“Among the most scholarly men who have
attained eminence in the politics of Indiana was Albert S.
White. His writings were copiously embellished with
classical allusions, and his speeches were rich in
references and quotations from the most noted thinkers
and publicists of the world.

“Albert S. White was born in Blooming Grove,
New York, October 24, 1803. He graduated from Union
College, New York in 1822...Mr. White studied law at
Newburg, New York, and in 1825 was licensed to
practice his profession. Soon after this he emigrated to
Indiana and located at Rushville. After practicing law a
year or so in that town, he removed to Paoli, where he
remained but a short time, and then took up his abode in
Lafayette. This was in March, 1829, and from that time
until his death, Lafayette, and its near neighbor,
Stockwell, was his home.

“During the session of 1828-29 Mr. White
reported the proceedings of the Indiana Legislature for
the Indianapolis Journal, the first work of the kind done
in the State. He did it thoroughly and well, as the files of
the paper will attest. In 1830 and 1831 he was the
assistant clerk of the Indiana House Representatives, and
from 1832-1835 he was its clerk. During these years of
service in the House he was brought in close contact
with the leading men of the State, a circumstance which
was of great benefit to him in his future political career.

This monument to Albert Smith White stands in Greenbush
Cemetery in Lafayette, IN. The first canal boat to travel from
Lafayette to Toledo on the Wabash & Erie Canal was named in
his honor. Photo by Bob Schmidt

In 1833 he was a candidate for Congress against Edward
A. Hannegan, and was defeated. He had neither the
brilliancy nor eloguence of Hannegan, but he was the
superior of that erratic man in education, culture, and in
most of the qualities which go to make up the successful
man. Four years after this he was elected to Congress
from his district, defeating Nathan Jackson by a majority
twice as large as the latter’s vote. The year before he
was on the Whig electoral ticket, and in the electoral
college cast his vote for William Henry Harrison.

“On the expiration of the senatorial term of
General John Tipton, in 1839, Mr. White was chosen to
succeed him. A protracted struggle took place over this
election, the candidates being Governor Noble, Colonel
Thomas H. Blake and Mr. White. It was not until the
thirty-sixth ballot was reached that and election took
place; on the ballot Mr. White received a majority of the
votes. He was then a young man, but his training had
been such as to acquaint him with public business, and
when he took his seat in the Senate he was no novice in
the duties of the place. He actively opposed the
annexation of Texas, as he did every measure which was
calculated to extend the area of slavery. He was of a
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