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Benjamin H. Tower was born on September 20,
1819. He was a native of Michigan. He moved to Fort
Wayne, Indiana during the 1830s. He dealt in lumber
and manufactured furniture. During the days of the Wa-
bash & Erie Canal he was connected with it for a time
as paymaster.

1840-1856: Tower was appointed Ft. Wayne fire chief.
He was succeeded by S. C. Freeman.

1849: Pliny Hoagland and Benjamin H. Tower con-
tracted with the Board of Trustees of the Wabash & Erie
Canal to rebuild Lock No. 2 located 8 miles East of Fort
Wayne, upon the wooden crib plan. This lock is better
known as the Gronauer Lock after the locktender Jo-
seph Gronauer. Jesse Lynch Williams, Chief Engineer of
all of Indiana’s canals, was to be the inspector of the
work. The rebuild was to be “fully completed” on or be-
fore the tenth day of March, 1850. The contract was
signed by P. Hoagland, B. H. Tower, and Tho. H, Blake.
The contract included a list of rates or prices:

For square oak timber in cribs including posts, braces,
hollow quoins, and the top course of ties per lineal foot, sixteen
and a half cents (16'% cts)

For round ties including round timber in cribs per lineal
foot nine cents (9 cts)

For jointing and putting on 2 inch oak plank on cribs or
floors, per superficial foot, three and a half cents (3% cts)

For spikes used in planking on cribs or floor per pound,
seven cents (7 cts)

For excavation around cribs, including removal of stone
in old cribs per cubic yard, twenty eight cents (28 cts)

For embankment around lock including filling cribs, per
cubic yard twenty-eight cents (28 cts)

For removing old timber in lock, per lineal foot, four
cents (4 cts)

The above prices to cover the cost of removing and re-
placing old lock gates if this be necessary and also the bailing of
water if required.

Specifications for building a crib lock were as
follows:

The crib will consist of a front and back wall connected
by round ties. The timber for the front walls and also for the
cross walls, will be got out Square, and before putting together
they must be neatly counter-hewn on three sides; that for the
back walls will only require planing hewing on three sides. The
top courses of the front walls will be 14 inches wide, and must be
neatly counter-hewn; the upper front corner beveled off, and the
lower front corner rabbeted, to receive the plank.

The ties will be framed with dove tails at both ends. but
the gain for the front end must not be cut entirely through the
wall — the top courses of ties will be hewn square. The ties in
the chamber cribs should average 9 feet apart from centre to cen-
tre in each course. From the crosswalls at the hollow quoins to
the cross walls at the upper ends of the recess, one tie to each in
cach course, will be required. In the cribs below the lower gates,
one tie will be put in each course. Each course of timbers will be
firmly secured to the one next below it, with tree nails 20 inches
long and 1'% inches in diameter, to be put in 10 feet apart
throughout the entire length of the walls. As often as 16 or 18
feet a post, 1 foot square, will be set up against the back wall,
firmly secured to the foundation timber by a dovetail tenon and
key, supported by a brace of similar dimensions, footing into the
foundation stick immediately back of the front wall; both ends of
the brace will be secured by tenons and pins.

The foundation timbers wil be laid on a bed of good
puddle 3 inches deep, and will be brought to the proper level by
using a heavy commander, or maul, after which it will not do to
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