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CHRISTOPHER
STOPHER

b. Approx. 1793
d. April 30, 1841

JOHN STOPHER

b. August 2, 1833
d. February 8, 1908

By Carolyn |. Schmidt

John Stopher was the son of one of Fort Wayne,
Indiana’s early pioneer families. He had the forethought
to keep a notebook, which details his life’s activities and
his relationship to people in northern Indiana along the
route of the Wabash & Erie Canal. He and his wife
Adelia wrote their autobiographies around 1900 as fol-
low below with some spelling corrected for this article:

Autobiography of John Stopher
Obtained by H. W. Stopher

| was born in Ft. Wayne Aug. 2, 1833. At that
time Ft. Wayne had a population of three hundred. 7he
Sentinel, which is now the oldest paper running in Ft.
Wayne, was established Jan. 1, 1833, the same vyear, |
was born.

| cannot remember very much about my father. |
do, remember, however that he had been a soldier in the
War of 1812. Altogether, he served thirteen years in the
army, or rather in the service of the United States Army.

Enlistments were taken at that time for terms of
six years. He served one term, enlisted again, and
served his time, and after that, he served one year for
another man for which he received a horse, saddle, bri-
dle and a small amount of money, though | do not re-
member just the exact amount.

During the greater part of the time of his enlist-
ment he acted as a mail carrier and scout. He carried
messages between Ft. Wayne and Ft. Dearborn

Chicago) and then he sometimes went on up to Green
ay, Wis. In all his journeys, he traveled afoot. There
were no roads at all, then, and he followed the trails of
lazed trees through the woods.

He had an Indian guide, whom he always took
with him. | used to know his name, but cannot recall it
now. All this was told me, by a man named Simon Ed-
sell, who came here about the same time that my father
did. [Simon Edsall was the brother of Samuel, John, and
William S. Edsall. Besides being a prominent farmer, he
and his brothers actively helped develop Fort Wayne and
Allen County.]

My father [Christopher Stopher] was born in
Pennsylvania | do not know just where, nor when, but
think he must have been about forty when | was born,
which would make the date of his birth about 1793. He
had a Bible, which | now have, but record of his birth
was never entered there.

He never had a home. He was raised by an
Aunt, but, disliking domesticity, he entered the Army,
when quite young, possibly, when he was about fifteen
years of age. As | remember him | think he was a little
above the average height, about five feet, ten inches
high. He was straight, a natural soldier in his carriage,
and black hair hung down over his hazel eyes. He must
have been an officer for | remember that all the men
about the Fort [Ft. Wayne] called him, “Captain.” He
had one thumb off. He lost that in front of a cannon at a
military drill, which was a common enough form of
amusement in those days on Washington’s birthday.

He was married in Ft Wayne in 1830 to Jane
Conner at the home of her parents. | do not know where
my mother was born, but it was probably at St. Mary's,
Ohio. She was one of fifteen children. Her name was
Jane Conner, daughter of George Conner, who lived in
the site of Bloomingdale. [Bloomingdale is a neighbor-
hood west of Wells Street in Fort Wayne.] The name
shows lIrish descent, but the family talked Dutch. | do
not remember much about mother’s mother, except that
she died, when | was five years old from the effects of
bee stings. She died on the farm owned by her husband
just west of, and adjoining John Bass’s big farm east of
Ft. Wayne. My mother’s father lived until | was at least
fifteen years old, but of him, | remember very little.

This is the record kept on the flyleaf of my fa-
ther’s Bible.

Christopher Stoupar - Died April 30, 1841.
As nearly as | can find out his name was spelled

Stoupar and must have been changed to Stopher before
my father’s death for the other entries are all “Stopher.”
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