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James Blair Steedman was born on July 29,
1817, in Chillisquaque Township, Northumberland
County, Pennsylvania. He was the eldest of three
children born to parents from Scotland. They died when
he was 13 years old from a scarlet fever epidemic.
Finding himself in charge of his sister and brother he had
little time for formal education. He found work and by
age 15 was apprenticed in the office of the Lewisburg
Democrat in Pennsylvania as a type setter. After two
years he moved to Louisville, KY, where he worked at
printing for awhile on the Louisville Journal. Fairly soon
he became caught up in the independence movement in
Texas and joined General Sam. Houston's campaign.

When James returned to Pennsylvania, he was
employed on the Public Works and ran a gang of canal
workers. He followed the canal boom west to Napoleon,
OH, in 1838. After failing to obtain a canal contract, he
once again became involved with the newspaper
business and established the Northwestern Democrat at
age 21.

James married Miranda Stiles in 1838 in
Napoleon, OH. She was from New Jersey. Her sister
Malvina Stiles was married to Elijah Dodd. The two men
applied for and were awarded contracts to build a
section of the (Miami) Wabash & Erie Canal near
Waterville, OH. James later helped build the Toledo,
Wabash and Western Railroad while publishing his
newspaper.

At age 24 James ran as Representative to the
Ohio State Legislature but was defeated. He then served
as Supervisor in Waterville Township road district #4.

In 1847-48 James served two terms in the Ohio
House of Representatives. But he caught “gold fever”
and was diverted from politics. In 1849 he and a party
of Ohioans traveled overland to California in search of it.
Elijah Dodd protected his family while he was away. He
stayed a year and then returned to Ohio. In 1850 Dodd
sold River Tract #39 (Roche de Boeuf farm) to James,
who made it his home.

In 1852 James was elected a member of the
Board of Public Works and re-elected to that position
again in 1855. Most of the time he served as President
of the Board. He was chosen to be the Congressional
Printer in December of 1857.

In 1857 James was elected to the office of
Major-General of the Fifth Division, Ohio, Militia. He still
held that position when the Civil War broke out. That
same year and until 1861 he was the Editor of the
Toledo Times. In 1859 he was admitted to the Bar and
practiced as an Attorney-at-law in Toledo.

James was a member of the Democratic
National Convention held at Charleston, S.C., in 1860.
There he began working with friends of Stephen A.
Douglas. At a later Convention held in Baltimore that
year, he took part in the independent nomination of
Douglas for President of the United States. The same
year James ran against James M. Ashley (Republican) in
the Toledo District as a Democratic candidate for
Congress. Ashley probably won because of James'’
hands-off view of slavery.

At the opening of the Civil War at Fort Sumter,
James was said to have stood on the hay scales on the
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