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had expired, on the County Board of Justices. A law
was in effect from 1824-1831 that justices-of-the-peace

. |performed the duties of county commissioners. At the

end of a year's service as justice-of-the-peace, Esquire
Rowley was succeeded by James Rose, Esq., who in

~ |return was succeeded in 1830 by Esquire Rowley, who

NATHAN
ROWLEY

b. September 28, 1788
d. January 12, 1872

By Carolyn |. Schmidt

Nathan Rowley was born in Shoram, Vermont,
on September 28, 1788. He worked on his father’s farm
and also learned the shoe business. In 1819 he decided
to seek his fortune elsewhere. When the flatboat on
which he was traveling stopped at Evansville, Indiana, to
“wood up” on December 10, 1819, he decided to stay.

Nathan used what little capital he had to establish
a shoe and boot shop on Water Street in 1820. He saw
that Evansville was becoming a place to notice. Prices
were inflated. He began to purchase real estate in 1820-
21. Half of the northwest quarter of section 20 was
entered in 1820 or 1821 and the southeast quarter of
section 20 in 1821. The land was worth $5.00 per acre

In October 1822 the shoe and boot making stand
of Rowley and Robinson was taken over by Harry D.
Smith. On March 5 the following year Nathan announced
he had again commenced the shoe and boot business on
Front Street. He ran the shop for eight years, saved his
profits, and accumulated several hundred dollars.

In 1823 Nathan began his service to the
community. He was a trustee on Evansville’s Board of
Trustees along with Robert M. Evans, president; John W.
Shaw, Wm W. Vernon, Amos Clark and Joshua V.
Robinson. Daniel Chute was the secretary, Daniel Avery
the treasurer and Nathan Rowley the collector. Taxes
assessed were on property valued at $24,681.

In 1825 Nathan was on a committee of the
Vanderburgh Missionary Society. He was interested in
helping others.

In September 1828 Nathan was elected president
to take the place of John Connor, whose term of office

—Iserved as the president that year as well. During that

time he was known as Squire Rowley and was often
consulted by those prone to quarrel.

Trustees were changed every year. Nathan
Rowley served again in 1831 as board secretary with
Alanson Warner, president; Alexandria Johnson,
treasurer; Edward Hopkins, collector; Silas Stephens; and
one vacancy. Taxes assessed that year were on a
property valuation of $11,627.

From 1828 to 1831 Nathan operated a drug and
grocery business with different partners at various times:
John Shanklin, Dr. Trafton, and Gen. Evans. In 1831 he
built a store-house and the following year opened a dry
goods store in the building in company with Marcus
Sherwood. Later the Merchants’ National Bank was
located at that site.

Nathan bought three ten acre lots for $250 in
1834. In 1835 he bought another ten acres for $500
from Trafton. These 40 acres he later platted as
Rowleytown on the Northeastern Enlargement of
Evansville. It also was known as Rowley’s farm.
Rowley’s Lane, which extended from Main Street to the
farm later became Williams Street. In the 1840s or
earlier, Bull's Head Tavern, a large two-story frame
building with a two-story porch in front, a bar, a large
dining room, a dance hall, lodging rooms, stables for
horses, wagons and buggies and a ten pin alley sat upon
this tract. Many important Evansville residents
frequented the establishment.

On March 16, 1833 Nathan Rowley was elected
president of the Evansville Board of Trustees. Francis
Amory was the secretary; John M. Lockwood, treasurer;
and Edward Hopkins, collector. Also serving were Silas
Stephens and Francis Amory. Taxes of real estate and
personal property were assessed on $17,932.

Those serving on the Board of Trustees as of
May 23, 1835, were Amos Clark, president; James
Carson, clerk; Nathan Rowley, treasurer; Thomas Ham,
collector, James Lockhart, surveyor, Alanson Warner,
and Marcus Sherwood. Property on which taxes were
assessed was valued at $47,167.

In August of 1835, Nathan succeeded G. W.
Lindsay as a judge of the Vanderburgh County Probate
Court. He and the others serving in this capacity at
various times were said to be “men of good business
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