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Drawing from Pioneers Resting in Historic Lindenwood

Peter Kiser was the son of Richard Kiser, a sol-
dier with General Hull’s force that surrendered at Detroit
in August in the War of 1812, and Rebecca Mossland
Kiser. Richard was born in Rockingham County, Virginia,
and Rebecca was from Cape May, New Jersey. They
moved to Montgomery County, Ohio, and were married
there in 1800.

Peter was born on August 10, 1810, in Greene
County not far from Dayton, which is in Montgomery
County. He was of German decent.

In 1822 his family moved to a frontier settle-
ment called Shane’s Prairie in Mercer County, Ohio.
There were no schools for Peter to attend. He obtained
a job as a hand on flat-boats, which at that time con-
veyed the products of the Northwest to New Orleans.
He also made his first trip to Fort Wayne driving several
head of hogs that year.

The little village around the fort was just begin-
ning to grow. The fort that Anthony Wayne had estab-
lished in 1794 had been moved and rebuilt in 1800, and
again rebuilt by Major Whistler in 1815. This US military
post was finally abandoned in 1819 when troops were
withdrawn after the threat of Indian siege and British in-
vasion had disappeared. The Indian Agency, which re-
mained in Fort Wayne, had been consolidated in April of
1818 with the Piqua agency headed by Col. John John-
son. By 1820 Benjamin Stickney, who was the Indian
Agent for 9 vyears, had moved to Port Lawrence
(Toledo). The Indian Agency in Fort Wayne, which was
responsible for Indian relations and annuity distributions,
passed through Dr William Turner, John Hays, and Ben-
jamin B. Kercheval. Finally, in 1823 John Tipton was ap-
pointed Indian Agent by President James Monroe.
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When the county was being organized in 1823 it
was John Tipton who suggested the name Allen in
honor of the man who had help lift the siege of the fort
in 1812 and who died a hero at the Battle of the Raisin
(John Allen of Kentucky 1772-1813 age 40). Counties
in Ohio and Kentucky are also named for Allen.

Apparently Peter did a good job driving hogs be-
cause he was contracted in 1825 by General John Tip-
ton, Indian Agent in Fort Wayne, to supply meat rations
for the Indians while treaties and affairs were being ne-
gotiated. He also conveyed provisions to the emigrants’
Indian Mission at Niles in the Michigan Territory. Other
future agents employed him to supply meat until 1846.

In 1828 Peter joined Wayne Lodge of Masons.
The organizations records were lost. He was a worthy
and accepted member. He later was present at the re-
organization of Wayne Lodge No. 25.

Peter Kiser may have made several trips to Fort
Wayne, but he didn’t permanently locate here until 1832
(age 22). Having grown up with hog raising it was natu-
ral that he became a butcher. He was a blunt, six-foot-
tall, stocky young man later weighing 300 pounds and
could easily handle the task of slaughtering.

The Temperance Society was organized by Rev-
erend James Chute in the spring of 1832 after finding
two similar groups had already been organized. One was
for people of all classes and the other for young men.
Chute held weekly society meetings at which he tried to
encourage the influential men of Fort Wayne to prevent
the issuing of whiskey to canal workers. Not everyone
agreed on what temperance was. Did it mean total ab-
stinence or temperance in the use of alcohol? Was it a
moral issue or a legal one? The immigrants were espe-
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