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William Henry Harrison, the first Governor of
Indiana Territory and tf= ninth President of the United
States, was born in Beksley, Charles City county, (W)
Virginia on February 9, 1773, He was the youngest son
of Benjamin Harrisors, who was prominent in
revolutionary times, wes a member of the Continental
Congress and was a signer of the American Declaration
of Independence. His rother was Elizabeth Bassett
Harrison, daughter of Colonel William Bassett. His
childhood was Spent at.ize Berkeley plantation and at a
school across the James River from the plantation.

After being educated at Hampton Sidney College,
a struggling “log college, * William attended an academy
in Southampton for a time and in 1790 went to the city
of Richmond where his older brother, Benjamin, was
living. There he took up e study of medicine at the age
of 17. He joined an “Abolition Society” whose object
was the gradual eémancipation of slaves,

Later in 1790-91 he decided to go to
Philadelphia, Pennsylvé"ﬁi‘a, to continue his study of
medicine. Arriving there he learned his father had died.
He remained several mqhths but then decided to give up
his studies. He probably lacked funds after his father’s
death. He made the mi!itéry his career.

Harrison and the Military
Despite the opposition of his guardian, William

obtained a commission of énsign in the First Regiment of
the United States Infantry at age eighteen. He recruited

80 men to fight the Indians in the wilderness for $2 a
month. He fought under both Arthur St. Clair and
Anthony Wayne. By 1792 he was an aide-de-camp f{
General “Mad” Anthony Wayne during the Ohio India.
Wars. He fought bravely at the Battle of Fallen Timbers
near Maumee, Ohio in 1794.

Harrison was present at the negotiating and
signing of the Treaty of Greenville, which confirmed the
defeat of the Indian confederacy. It was signed on
August 3, 1795. He was sent to Fort Washington at
Cincinnati. His duty was at a blockhouse at North Bend,
a settlement on the Ohio River, some 14 miles below
Cincinnati. There he met Anna Symmes (1774-1864),
the daughter of Judge John Cleves Symmes, a land
baron from New Jersey, who had petitioned Congress in
1788 for a million-acre grant of land between the Great
and Little Miami Rivers. He actually bought much less
than a million acres, his purchase being known as the
“Symmes Purchase” or the “Miami Purchase.” He and a
small group of settlers landed at North Bend of February
2, 1789. He platted North and South Bend and sold
plots to developers and settlers.

Judge Symmes did not think William Henry
Harrison was good enough for his daughter so she and
William slipped away from her home to the home of Dr.
Stephen Wood, a Justice of the Peace, and were
married. Symmes was furious and asked William how :
expected to support her. Harrison replied, “My Sword i
my means of support, sir!”
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