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tain Inn on the public square across from the courthouse
in Hagerstown. Although we know he was an inn
keeper, we do not know if he was a brewer as well. Be-
ing German it appears that the family had knowledge of
the brewing business.

George Hager at age 27, married a (West) Vir-
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| ginia girl, Eleanor Waugh on May 22, 1814. She was 19
years old. Their first son, Jacob Herman Hager, was
born in Hagerstown, August 21, 1815, at the conclu-
sion of the War of 1812-1815. All of his six brothers
and sisters were also born there from 1816-1822.

Jonathan “Tavernkeeper” Hager died in February
1823 and his wife, Maria, died a year later in August
1824. Both are buried in Hagerstown.

Sometime between 1828-32, young Jacob Her-
man Hager was sent to attend Kenyon College in Gam-
bier, Ohio, a small village northeast of Columbus. There
he did very well in his studies. Two of his classmates
were Edwin Stanton, from Ohio and later-to-be U.S.

On July 31, 1847, the Wabash & Erie Canal was
officially transferred from the state of Indiana to the
Trustees of the Wabash & Erie Canal. An office was es-
tablished at Terre Haute, which was centrally located in
the area of future canal construction. In charge of the
accounting and secretarial affairs at this office was
Jacob Herman Hager, whose position was entitled Clerk.
In today’s world that title would more likely be Financial
Manager. The history of Jacob’s family is very interest-
ing and relates to how he eventually came to be in
charge of the canal office.

Hagerstown, Maryland was founded by a Jona-
than Hauger (Hager), an immigrant from Germany. He
arrived there around 1736. In December, 1739 he pur-
chased land in Maryland and established a village. He
called it Elizabethtown after his wife, Elizabeth Kershner.
He worked to establish Washington County and to make
this town the county seat. By 1772 the village was
popularly called Hager's town. The state officially
changed the name to Hagerstown in January 1814.

It appears that our Jacob Hager was related to
Hagerstown’s founder, Jonathan, but not in the direct
line. Jacob’s grandfather was Jonathan “Tavernkeeper”
Hager, who was born in 1752 in New Jersey. He mar-
ried Maria Rohrer of Hagerstown in 1778 and lived there
until about 1781 when they moved to nearby Franklin
County, Pennsylvania. They had a total of eight children.
Their sixth child, George Hager, born on July 1787 in
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, was our subject’s father.

The family returned to Hagerstown in about
1790. Jonathan “Tavernkeeper” Hager kept the Foun-

Secretary of War, and David Davis, from Maryland and
future U.S. Supreme Court Judge. Stanton attended
Kenyon from 1830-32 and Davis attended from 1828-
1832. Jacob Hager graduated with high honors. Perhaps
it was he that suggested to his father that the family
move to Terre Haute for better opportunities in the
west. Classmate David Davis later moved to lllinois.
Stanton remained in Ohio.

Perhaps the tavern business fell on hard times
after the death of George’s parents. The National Road
was begun in 1803 but by the mid 1830’s the construc-
tion was expanding into Indiana. In 1835 George, Elea-
nor and the entire Hager family headed west and settled
in Terre Haute, Indiana where plans were underway for
a canal system to intersect the National Road in that
town. George established a brewery located at Water &
Sheets Streets, which operated from 1835-36 before
being destroyed by fire. It was the first brewery in Terre
Haute. George also operated a dry goods store just
north of the courthouse.

Jacob was 20 when the family moved to Terre
Haute. He helped in his father's dry goods store from
1835-1837 and then later when he was not involved
with governmental endeavors. In 1838, Jacob was se-
lected by the Indiana House of Representatives to be the
Assistant Enrolling Clerk. In 1839 and 1840 he was
elected as the Enrolling Clerk, with secretarial responsi-
bilities for the business of the House.

The question arises, “What were the circum-
stances that led to Jacob Hager’'s selection as clerk for
the Wabash and Erie Canal by its three trustee’s Charles
Butler and Thomas Blake, who represented the bond-
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