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ALFRED PECK

EDGERTON

b. January 11, 1813
d. May 14, 1897

By Robert F. and Carolyn |. Schmidt

The early settlers of northern Indiana and north-
western Ohio wanted canals to move their agricultural
products to eastern markets and to return with manu-
factured goods and commodities not available locally.
The early settlements in this region were very sparse
with only a few settlers. Between the small villages
there were thousands of acres of land to be sold. With
the announcement of the projected canals new settlers
began coming. However, even before they arrived there
were land speculators. Auctions of land were held by
the government. Frequently iand speculators purchased
vast tracts and then resold the land in smaller packages
to the final homesteaders.

Alfred Peck Edgerton was the descendant of
Richard Edgerton, original proprietor of Norwich, Con-
necticut in 1659. Alfred was born in Plattsburgh, New
York on January 11, 1813. He was the eldest son of
Bela and Phebe (Ketchum) Edgerton, who were married
in Plattsburgh in March of 1811. Their other children in
order of birth were Ly-

BELA EDGERTON curgus, Joseph, Henry,

and Phebe.

Bela Edgerton
was born in New Lon-
don county, Connecticut
on September 28, 1787.
A graduate of Middle-
bury college, he became
a lawyer. He was part of
the 1,500 militia that
fought in the battle of
Plattsburgh on Septem-
ber 11, 1814, and
helped to hold off the
13,000 British regulars,
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who were invading by land along the shores of Lake
Champlain in the War of 1812. Due to an American na-
val victory in the bay at Plattsburgh, the British land
forces were forced to retreat back to Canada. Earlier in
1811 Bela had established the Plattsburgh Academy and
was its first principal. During the battle for Plattsburgh
the academy acted as barracks for the American troops.
After the war Bela Edgerton went on to serve Clinton
County in the New York State Assembly from 1827-29.
His wife, Phebe, was born at Red Hook, New York or
March 27, 1790.

Alfred Edgerton’s early childhood was spent in
Plattsburgh where he was graduated from the Platts-
burgh Academy. He went on to spend time with the lo-
cal Clinton county newspaper. In 1833 he moved to
New York where he became engaged as the bookkeeper
for Samuel Hicks and Sons.

In Northwest Ohio there was a special geo-
graphic situation that hampered development of the
land. The Black Swamp, a remnant from the last ice age
12,000-15,000 years ago, left a swampy forest that
even the Indians avoided. Defiance County, which ex-
tends from the city of Defiance to the Indiana state line,
was a portion of this huge wetland. This swampland
was slower to be developed but, with the prospect of
canals being built through it, land speculators saw an
opportunity for gain.

In 1835-36 the Hicks Land Company, a subsidi-
ary of the huge shipping firm, Samuel Hicks and Sons
from New York, and the American Land Company,
headed by Charles Butler of later canal fame, purchased
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