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CHARLES
COMSTOCK

b. October 12, 1807
d. July 21, 1850

By Carolyn I. Schmidt

Charles Comstock, of Irish descent, was a native
of Buttermilk Falls, Pennsylvania. His ancestors were
among the early settlers in the colony established by
Roger Williams in 1632, at what was then known as the
Plantation of New Providence, now Rhode Island. They
arrived there in 1683. Family records show that for two
generations they lived and prospered in Pennsylvania.

While in Pennsylvania, Charles met and fell in
love with Polly Hall. Polly was born on February 6,
1813. They were married in Luzerne county, Pennsyl-
vania.

Charles and Polly Comstock had five children:

Waty, b. circa 1834 in Pennsylvania
became the wife of Samuel T. Morgan, of
Huntington, 1901 history lists her as deceased

Rosalia, b. probably in Pennsylvania
died in childhood

Andrew F., b. probably in Indiana
was deceased by 1850 census

Charles E., b. circa 1845 in Indiana
Charles served in the Union Army from 1861 to
1864.
married Mary E. Rose 1-7-1866 in Huntington,
Indiana, moved to Ellis, Kansas
had three children

Aurora B., b. 2-19-1850
d. 1-28-1923 in Highland, San Bernardino
county, California, buried in Wesley Chapel
Cemetery in Indiana

married Abram Cuppy Huffman 10-21-1868 in
Wesley Chapel Methodist Church in Huntington
County, Indiana, following his graduation. Abram
was 22 and Aurora was 18. He was the son of
William and Elizabeth Smith Huffman, originally
of Clear Creek, Ohio, who came to Fort Wayne
via canal boat and then proceeded to their new
home in Jackson township by wagon and ox
team. Wesley Chapel was the small Methodist
church that William Huffman helped construct.

Aurora and Abram Huffman had five children:

Lillian E., b. 7-9-1869, d. 1-17-1940
college teacher, married Monroe Dinius,
of Jack son township, 3-1-1891

Archer William, b. 10-3-1872, d. 10-23-1942
married Antis E. McCarty, moved to
California

Mabel E., b. 1875, d.
married John Ellsworth 2-21-1895,a
horticulturist, bee keeper, and lived in
Allen county, Indiana

Walter Charles., b. 2-19-1877, d.
a graduate of the Huntington Business
College, who held a clerical position in
Detroit, Michigan

Verne Abram., b. 1-1-1882, d.
married Elfa Carter about 1905, who
continued to live at the old home

Charles Comstock, our subject, was a master
carpenter and a contractor. He probably saw an adver-
tisement for the Wabash & Erie Canal much like the fol-
lowing, which appeared in the Indianapolis /ndiana Jour-
nal on August 4, 1832, as follows:

Cash for Canal Hands
We wish to employ laborers on the Wabash
and Erie Canal, 12 miles west of Fort Wayne.
The situation is healthy and dry. We will pay
$10 per month for sober and industrious men.
MURRAY & VERMILYA (sic)

Charles moved to Indiana in 1832 without his
family. He is on the list of early settlers of Huntington
county. He found jobs on various public works. He took
out large contracts for the construction of canal locks,
culverts, stone piers, etc. on the Wabash & Erie Canal.
He also engaged in building canal boats for the first few
years after his arrival. Although no canal boats survive,
there is still evidence today of his work on the canal be-
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